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PREFACE. 



The fiist mention of the present work was made by Dr. F. J^ 
Furnivall in the Academy of August 27, 1892, where that inde- 
fatigable searcher for literary relics gave a short account of the 
unique MS. which he had just seen, for the first time, in the library 
of Salisbury Cathedral. He also printed a few extracts, containing 
descriptions of several implements, whose names are now scarcely 
used in written language, though they may still survive as technical 
terms or provincial expressions. Among them, skeet (p. 168) 
claimed a special interest, as giving the probable etymon of 
a name so highly esteemed among scholars and students of 
English \ 

At the same time, Dr. Furnivall pointed out the extreme 
quaintness of the work, whose strange allegorical form and good 
fifteenth-century prose may well account for its publication. 

The title of the book ^ refers to John iv. 6. It was a frequent 
practice among writers of theological allegories to take a simile 
ovfigwre, as they call it, from the Scripture, and to set it in motion, 
as it were, by expanding it into a soi*t of allegorical action, and 
giving it a forced interpretation, which they may already have 
found in the gloss ^ As an earlier instance of such a proceeding, 

- The ' skeet ' is still quoted in nautical dictionaries as a kind of < long scoop 
used to wet the sides of a ship to prevent their splitting by the heat of the 
snn.* The Marine Dictionary, by Falkoner-Burley (1830), on plate xix, 
gives us the picture of a skeet which still fairly corresponds to the description 
of our book. 

' The right Latin spelling is Pons Jacob, not Jacobi, as it appears on the 
back of the modem binding of our MS. 

' Compare the interpretation of the pool Betheada on p. 224. 
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vi Tr^ace, 

we may quote the homily entitled Sawles Warde^ which was 
suggested by Matt. xxiv. 43 *. 

The allegory of Jacob's Well, which is punctiliously worked-out 
throughout the book, treats of a pit full of oozy water and mire, 
representing the sinful body of man. That pit is to be cleansed 
by degrees with the different implements used by well-cleansers, 
till it becomes a fit receptacle of the limpid water of Grace. 
According to the author's scheme, put forth in his first chapter, 
the troubled water of the Great Curse must be removed from the 
pit, till we reach the mire of deadly sin beneath, which requires 
the utmost exertion to be cast out with skeet and skavel, shovel 
and spade and pickax, every comer, nay, every foot and inch of 
it. Then we come to the firm ground of the Seven Virtues, in 
which there are seven water-springs, the gifts of the Holy Ghost. 
But to prevent curse and sin from re-entering the pit, the five 
water-gates, t. e. the five senses, most be shut against temptation. 
When all this is done, we may think of curbing our well with 
stones, t. e, the works of Faith. And then, Our Lord may rest at 
the well, and the Samaritan woman, man's soul, will refresh 
him with the water of Grace. And after death, our soul will 
climb up to heaven by the ladder of Charity. 

Neither the matter nor the form of the book is original or novel. 
Ja^oVs Well belongs to that numerous class of manuals, in prose 
and verse^ whose object it was to condense the whole penitential 
lore of the time into a code for the use of laymen or clerical 
persons. Though their ancestry was already very profuse in the 
first part of the fifteenth century — we need only mention the 
Af/enbite of Intmt, Prick of Consciencey Handlyng Synne, &c., down 
to Chaucer's Parsons Tale, most of which are either directly or 
indirectly derived from Le Somme des Vices et de VertueSy by Fr6re 
Lorens — their name seems about that period to have become 
legion. So we are told even by a contemporary, the translator 
of the Horologium Sa2nentiae, who says ^ : * f>er be J? so manye bokes 
7 tretees of vyces and vertues 7 of dyverse doctrynes, f>at \>Ib schort 
lyfe schalle ra]?ere have anende of anye manne )7anne he maye 
owJ>ere studye or rede hem.' 

^ See E. E. T. S., zxix. p. 245 (ed. by Dr. B. Morris), and ten Brink, Englische 
Litter aturgescMchtey i. p. 255. 
* Anglia, voL x. p. 328, 22. 
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Jacob* B Well is, perhaps, one of the most voluminoas of those 
treatises, as it fills above 200 closely written, four-columned leaves 
of a folio volume. The matter is treated very exhaustively, but, 
as the abundant quotations show, with little originality. The 
disposition of the matter does not materially differ from the type 
set up by Fr^re Lorens. After an introductory chapter, the book 
opens with a compilation of the articles of excommunication (chaps, 
ii-ix), collected from Canon Law^ and from councils held on 
English soil. Then, after a chapter on penance and confession, follow 
the Seven Deadly Sins (chaps, xi-xxiv), exactly after the order in 
Chaucer*s Parson's Tale, But while in the Parson* a Tale each 
sin is immediately followed by its 'remedy,' i,e, the respective 
virtue, Ja4)ob*s Well (like the Af/enhite) first treats all the sins, 

^ It may, perhaps, be convenient for readers to find a short account of the 
parts of the Corpus Juris Canonici, and to know the difference betw.een the 
old and new methods of quoting the canons. 

The Corpus Juris Canonici consists : — 

(i) Of the Decretum Qraiiani in three parts, the first of which includes loi 
disHnctiones, the second 36 causae. Each causa is divided into quaestiones, 
each quaestio into canones or capituU. 

The first part is now generally quoted thus : capit. 10. distinct. 56 (p. 161, 
note 2), while our text quotes dist. Ivj. diuulgatwn est, the last words meaning 
the beginning of the chapter or canon. 

The second part is now quoted : cap. 29. G. 17. qu. 4 (p. 27, note i), and 
after the old method : xvii. q. iv. Si quis suadente, the last words standing 
again instead of the number of chapter. 

Now the third quaestio of Causa 33 contains the treatise de poenitentia, 
which again has seven distinctioneB, quoted like this : Cap. 30. Dist. 3. de poeni- 
tentia (p. 73, note i), formerly quoted : de pe. di. iii. de niniuitis, . 

The third part of the Decretum Gidtiani is divided into five distinctiones, 
quoted after the heading of the first section de consecratione, thus : cap. 24. 
Dist. 5. de conseci-atione (p. T06, note i), in our MS. de cons. di. v. non 
mediocriter. 

(2) Decretales Cfregorii IX, or Breviarium a travagantium (i. e. canonum 
vagantium extra Decretum Gratiani) consisting of five books quoted : cap. 19. 
X (scO. extra) de senten. exoommun. 2. (book) 19. (title), formerly ex. de sen. 
ex., Taa nos (p. 17, note 2). 

(3) Liber Sextus, meant as an appendix to the five books of Extravagants of 
Pope Gr^ory, and itself divided into five books, and these into titles, quoted : 
cap. 13. de electione in YIto. i. 6 (p. 28, note 9), formerly, ex. de eleccione, 
Qeneraliy libro vj. 

(4) Clemeniinae (i. e. constitutiones) quoted : Clem. 2. de poenis, 5. 8 (p. 28, 
note 3), formerly, ex. de pe. c. Mulforum in cle. 

These are the four main parts of the canons carrying legal power. Besides, 
there are collections from later periods, e. g. the Extravagantes Communes 
(see p. 27, note 10), but these are without binding force. 
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and then teaches the reader how to arrive at the Seven Virtues, 
which in their turn afford the Seven Gifts of the Holy Ghost 
(chaps, xxxvii-lxiii). If, in Jacob's WeU, the Articles of the Futh, 
the Ten Commandments, the Sacraments and the Works of Mercy 
form the conclusion (chaps. Ixvi-lxxxix), while in the AyenbUe 
they are placed at its beginning, the difference is to be attributed 
to the allegorical scheme which had to be pursued throughout the 
WeU book. 

Except for the quaintness of the form, JacoVs WeU — with the 
triteness of its matter, with all its enumerations, divisions and 
subdivisions — may sometimes seem rather tiresome reading, though 
many a page is well worth the antiquary's attention, illustrative 
as it is of fifteenth-century customs and manners. Page 105, 1. 23 
^'9n gives an interesting list of the sports and pastimes of the 
period, some of which still want a satisfactory explanation. Perhaps 
readers will help me to ascertain what kind of amusements atercKlys 
(pp. 105, L 25; 291, 1. 17) were, or what games were those per- 
formed by clowns in pleying at pe spore, at pe bene, at pe cat 
(p. 134, 1. 24). On the same page (134) we find a list of dis- 
reputable crafts — crafts of foly, the author calls them — in which 
jugglers and clowns, heralds-at-arms, professional champions, and 
executioners, range with sham cripples, beggars and prostitutes. 
The description of No. 4, the Jacchedrawerys, a sort of begging 
intruders, is in itself a perfect little picture. 

The work is divided into ninety-five chapters, or rather sermons, 
which seem to have been delivered day by day within the short 
space of Jns hool iweyne monythys and more, as the author says in 
the beginning of his last chapter (xcv). It is difficult to say to 
what kind of congregation they were originally directed. The 
auditors are addressed as freendys and syres, though the preacher 
sometimes uses them rather roughly in reproving their behaviour 
in church, or their greediness (pp. 11 5/8, 141/20). The similes, 
too, many of which seem to have sprung from the preacher's own 
fancy, are of a taste which could scarcely'have pleased even what 
the fifteenth century might have called good company. Take, for 
instance, the passage (p. 263) where he compares the doings of 
flatterers to the meeting of two dogs in the street, or the state 
of an unshriven soul to a shirt worn all the year round without 
washing (185/27). All this, taken side by side with the detailed 
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rendering of, the tithing regulations for faiiners (pp. 37-40; the 
regulations for merchants and craftsmen are treated in a few lines), 
would induce us to guess at a rustic audience. 

This opinion is strengthened when we consider the selection and 
the style of the short stories and anecJotes attached to the end 
of each chapter, probably with an intention to rouse the interest 
of the congregation or to make up for the dulness of the sermon. 
Though the collection of stories worked into our MS. must be 
reserved for special research, we may at least point out its 
principal sources. They are Jacques de Vitry, Csesarius Heister- 
bacensis, the YitcB Fatrum, The Miracles of the Holy Verging and 
The Golden Legend. Some of the stories are given without any 
reference. The translations are very unequal. While some of 
them do not even attempt to cover the Latin constructions (cf. 
the story on p. 192), there are others whose English is very read- 
able. Where the author took a real interest in the story, he 
seems to have retold it freely, without too anxiously sticking to 
his Latin original. Such stories are those of Thais (p. 22), of the 
Faithful Friends (88), of the Young Canon and the Jewess (177), 
of the King who never Laughed (220), of the Nun Beatrix (271), 
and others. The story on p. 138 claims our attention for its 
metrical rendering of Psalm xxxv. 

As in most theological ti-eatises, the author completely vanishes 
behind his work. As far as I can see, there is no allusion to his 
rank or order, though his personal opinion, which peeps out here 
and there, seems to point at a parish priest or parson of the 
Chaucerian type. As a strict Roman Catholic he, of course, de- 
nounces heretics and lollards (pp. 19/1 and 59/26). But on the 
other hand, he frankly discloses the abuses of the Church and her 
members^ when he comes to discuss simony (p. 126/30), or tells 
the story of the fishmonger, from whom three baskets, Truth, 
Charity, and Mercy, were stolen, and could nowhere be discovered, 
not even in the palaces of the pope or the cardinals, of bisho[)S 
or prelates, or in the houses of friars (chap. xcv). 

On the whole, our author seems to have been a well-read man 
for his time. His quotations are taken, not only from the Bible 
and the glosses, from Chrysostomus and Thomas Aquinas, but even 
from less known fathers, like Algrinus (p. 7), or Waterton (p. 168). 
He is well versed in Canon Law and in the decrees of councils. 
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especially those held in England. He has studied the historical 
and scientific authorities of his age, he quotes from Higden's 
Folychranieon (p. 117), and from Bartholomew's Treatise on tiie 
Properties of Things (p. 90) *. 

Still, we may ohserve that he was only in a moderate degree 

• what Chaucer's Parson calls textuel ; for not only are many of the 

references misquoted, hut the quotations themselves are sometimes 

given in a strangely mutilated form (cfl p. 250, line 13, and note 4). 

^^ardly more than about the author's person can be said about 
his home. In the absence of external tests we might, in an earlier 
period than that to which our treatise apparently belongs, recur 
to the indications which the author's language yields. But the 
London dialect having so generally been accepted as the literary 
language of the fifteenth century, we are deprived of this means 
as well. Even the slight Kentish colouring of our text is of little 
help, if we remember how readily Kentish forms entei*ed Chaucer's 
verses whenever they were suggested by the rhyme *. Moreover, 
the character of our MS. proving that we have not the author's 
own hand before us, we are still left in doubt whether forms like 
film£s (7/1 1 ), meUe (148/25), heme (comer, 9/16), meende (285/14, 
290/32), heve (for Ayw=hive, 142/11), keen (cows, 305/5), or 
meke (for make, 182/3), greese (for grass^ 214/23), are to be ascribed 
to the author, to the author s source, or merely to the scribe. 

The only thing we can state with any degree of certainty is, 
the time about which our MSv was written, and consequently 
the terminus ad quern the work must have been completed. The 
Catalogue of the Library of the Cathedral Church of Salu^yu/ry 
(London, 1880), of which the part containing the MSS. was pre- 
pared by Sir E. (then Mr.) Maunde Thompson, gives (on p. 21) 
the following account of our MS. : — 

* No. 103 (No. 174 in old catalogue). 

Vellum and paper ; lof x 7f inches. 233 ff. xv. century. 



* It has been impossible for the editor to look out all the quotations ; he 
tried at least to ascertain the authors and works from which they have 
been taken. But even there his endeavours were sometimes in vain (cf. 
p. 205/17, 22). 

^ Cp. Skeat, Tht Worht of G, Chaucer, vol. vi. General Introduction, § 17, 
p. xxiii. 
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An index added at the end. Four fly leaves at the beginning from an 
Antiphonal, xiii. century ; and two at the end from a Gradual, xv. century. 
Owner's name f. 2, John Sheward, xvii. century \* 

As is stated above, the MS. is written on vellum and paper, 
the vellum being only used (as usual) for wrapping the paper 
quires. The bulk of the MS. contains eleven quires, each con- 
sisting of sixteen paper leaves wrapped in a sheet of vellum out- 
side, and protected alike inside to strengthen the eewing. So each 
quire, as a rule, is made up of twenty leaves, except the eighth 
and eleventh : the former contains eighteen paper and three 
vellum leaves, the first vellum leaf has been substituted by a sheet 
of paper. The text runs on uninjured. The eleventh quire once 
consisted of twelve paper and four vellum leaves, thirteen of which 
are covered with writing. Of the remaining blank, one paper leaf 
is torn out. The last leaves of the quires are marked with catch- 
words written on the lower margin, some of which have been more 
or less injured by the knife of the binder. To the MS. is annexed 
a quire consisting wholly of paper (if. 220-231), which contains 
an alphabetical subject-index. The MS. is paginated throughout 
(ff. 1-23 1 ), one leaf only being left out, which we have marked 
i8*. 

Though watermarks are not, in general, regarded as perfectly 
safe tests to go by in ascertaining the age of a MS., we still think 
it expedient to state what little we could compile on the water- 
marks used in our MS. The list will be given in the order in 
which the watermarks successively appear in the quires, and 
a reference will be added to each, pointing to watermarks either 
identical or similar, as recorded in the following works and 
collections : — 

Midoux et Matton, itude sur lesfiligranes des papier 8. Paris, 1868. 
S. Leigh Sotheby, Prineipia Typographica. 3 vols. 1858. 
— - The Original Tracings of Watermarks of the Block-hooks. 1 vol. 
— Dranoings of Watermarks. 2 vols. 

— - Specimens of Paper with Watermarks, fourteenth andfifteenth centuries. 
6 vols. 

^ The inscription runs thus : John Sheward god hlesse thee. Amen. As the 
preface to the catalogue states that, with one exception, * the MSS. have all 
been in the possession of the Dean and Chapter not less than 400 years/ it 
seems doubtful whether Sheward, written in a seventeenth-century hand, is 
really the name of a possessor. 
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S. Leigh Sotheby, Icom>lo*jy of Watermarks. 3 vols.* 

C. M. Briquet, Papiers tt Filigranes det Archiveg ile Gfmes. 1 154-1700. 

List of Watermarks occurring in the MS. or Jacob's Well. 

A. Flower of the Pome-granate between the leaves. Midoux et Biatton, 

No. 393, Laon, 1443. 

B. Pair of ScUsors. Only little differing from Briquet's Nos. 80, 81 ; yeftrs 

1453-1458- 

C. The three Mounis or Hills with Cross, Called by Midoux and Matton 

* Un Gonfanon* No. 428. Laon, 1443. This mark is traced back by 
Sotheby as far as the '80 aud '90 of the fourteenth century. 

D. A Goat or Chamois (?). 

E. Fleur-de-lis over the Dolphin, Sotheby {Prineipia Typographiea, yoL iii. 
. p. 39) fixes its date about 1430. Found at Lincoln Cathedral in the 

MS. collection of B. Thornton who died about 1450. MS. A, i-xvlL 

F. Head of the Goat or Capricorn. With considerable differences found in 

Sotheby's Drawings, vol. i. Date fixed between 1436-1438. 

G. Mitre with Fleurde-lis (?). 

H. Orape of thirty-two small oblong berries and one large and round one. 
Comes very near one in Sotheby's Drawings, from the Accounts of Texel, 
1443. Among Sotheby's specimens of papers there is a sheet bearing 
exactly the same mark, but not dated. Midoux has a similar mark 
among the ' filigranes du midi de la France/ dated 1453. 

I . Ox with head turned in front. Similar mark in Midonx, dated ' midi dela 
France, 1453/ Sotheby's Drawings contain a mark with the date 1456. 
This watermark occurs only on the sheets used fur the subject-index. 

The marks A to H are distributed amoDg the eleven quires as 
follows : — 

Quire 1 : 5 A. i B, 2 C. Quire II : 7 A, i C. Quire III : 8 A. Quire TV : 

2 A, 6 D. Quire V : 5 D, 3 E. Quire VI : 7 C, I E. Quire VII : 4C, I D, 

3 F. Quire VIII : 6 C, 3 D. Quire IX : 4 G, 4 H. Quire X : 8 H. 
Quire XI : 6 H. 

The dates fixed for the watermarks are — A 1443, B1452, 
C 1443, I>0), E 1430, F 1436-1438, GO), H 1443, I 1453. Con- 
sequently, the terminus a quo, resulting from the evidence of the 
watermarks, may be stated about 1440 for the bulk of the MS., 
and 1450 for the Index. 

Pretty nearly the same conclusions are arrived at, if we examine 
the different hands which have worked at the MS. The bulk is 
written by the same hand from beginning to end, a distinct 
writing which only very seldom assumes a careless character. 

^ The four works last mentioned are collections of orig'.nal drawings preserved 
in the British Mu-seuin. 
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Sometimes a few words are misplaced by an aberraiion of the eye 
to preceding or following lines, which shows that our MS. is not 
the original. Where omissions occur, they are generally easily 
restored. They have been marked by brackets. Corrupted pas- 
sages are rare : instances will be found on pp. 143 and 292. 

The leaves are covered with four columns apiece, two on either 
side. The period to which the handwriting belongs has been 
estimated, by Mr. Warner of the British Museum, between 1440 
and 1450. The main part of the subject-index, according to the 
same authority, was written about 1470. Besides these two hands, 
the first of which also began the list of chapter-headings on fol. 5, 
we may discern two more. One that finished the list of headings, 
added the side-notes and wrote part of the subject-index ; the 
other, which tried to restore some of the side-notes that had 
been cut off by the binder. The MS. has been bound twice at 
least. First, when the side-notes were injured, and then, in the 
present cover of ornamented Russia, in the year 1821, as we learn 
from a pencil-note on f. 5^. 

The definitive judgement on the age of the MS. may be pro- 
nounced atf follows : The space of time encompassed by the dates 
of watermarks is 1430 to 1453, i^ost of the sheets showing marks 
about 1445. Considering the handwriting, its date maybe fixed 
about the years 1445 to 1455. Now, the MS. not being an original, 
we may say that in all probability the work was composed in the 
first quarter of the fifteenth century. 

This is about all the editor has to say for the present. And 
after having expressed his thanks to all that have helped him 
on in his work, he may wind up with the wish Dr. Furnivall once 
wrote to him: may this book excite as much interest in the 
members of the Early English Text Society as it did in him 
and me. 

A. B. 

GoRz, Austria, 

December f 1899. 
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[Fol. 6 a.] 1 . QtuJiUr de puteo eoncupiacencie fit fons Jacob. Ca™. primttm ' 
2-4. Exhortacto coa^ra aiti<;«loe sentencie exoomifiaaioacfonifl 

maioiiB. ij". iij". iiij". & v" 

6. De artictflis sentencie exeommunicacioiUB maiorw ' 

6. De modo decimandi. vj. cap" 

7. Exhortacto decimandi. vij 

8. De gradibiM prohibitis in matrimonio ooa^rahendo. viij, 

9. Recapitulacio compendiosa articulonfm sentencie exoommuai- 

cactonis. ix. cap™ 

10. De contrictone, confessione, k satisfiebocione. x. 

11,12. De superbia. xj™. capo^. xij. 

18. De Inuidia. xiij. oapi^. 

14, 15. De Ira. xiiij. cap". & xv. . 

16, 17. De Accidia. xvj. k xvij. . 

18-20. De oupiditate. xviij. xix. k xx. 

21,22. De gala. xxj. xxij. . 

23. De gula k vicio lingoe. xxiij. . 

24. Deluxuria. xxiiij. 
25, 26. De contricione. xxv. xxvj. 
27, 28. De confessione. xxvij. k xxviij. . 
29, S(k De satisfacctone. xxix. & xxx. . 
81-33. De restitucione. xxxj. xxxij. xxxiij. 



34. De qumque sensibttf corporis, xxxiiij. 

85. De qumque sensibws spm^ualibtif. xxxv. 

36. De vanis cogitacionibMf, verbis k operihus 

capt^ulum 

37, 38. De mnndicia k humilitate. xxxvij. xxxviij 
39. De miticia & eiiM rarnis. xxxix. 



xxxvj 
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1-5 

5-3* 
33-3^ 
37-43 
43-47 
48-54 

55-^4 

64-68 

68-81 

81-89 

89-103 

103-117 

117-141 

141-152 

153-158 
158-167 
168-178 
178-188 
188-199 
199-316 
ai6-aaa 
a2a-aa7 

327-333 

333-343 
244-348 



^ The headings are written in black, the numbers following in red. 

^ The statements of this and the preceding items are not quite correct. The 
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JACOB'S YfELL 

Capitulum primum \ [foi. e a.] 

Qualiter de puteo concupiscencie fit fons Jacob ^. 

^ "T'TTHANN a man of craft wytt weikyn ony gret werk, J?at 
4 ▼ ▼ askyth long labour, dyscretly he ymagyth & castyth 
be-forn in his herte how he wytt makyn it, & endyn it. 
per-fore, sires, I purpose here-after gostly to makyn a gret Sirs, my purpose 

^ '^ o f ^ ^ is to make a 

werk, pat is, of a schelde pytt to makyn a depe welle. And deep well of a 
8 ]>is may no^t be don w^tA-oute long labour, but it muste haue 

manye a day werk, er it be endyd & made. I suppose Ixxxix. 

dayes & v. it muste be in werkynge '. 

But now, ))is day, I wyl begynne to caste ))is werk how it and this " my 
1 2 schal be wrou^t. J?is pytt is J?i body, pat is clepyd be yo«r b^ haa 

doctourys ]>e pytt of lust. })is pytt is so schelde of kynde pat source of grace. 

it hath no kyndely spryng to recey ve pe watyr of grace. But but it has five 

J?is pytt, })i body, hath v. entrees, pat am })i v. bodyly wyttes : senses, 

i6 }>i sy^t, J?in heryng, ))i smellyng, })i mowth, ))i towchyng. Be 

bise V. entrees be stremys of watyr, bat is, be artycles of be open to the 

. . _ . , streams of the 

gret curse, entryn offce tymes in-to )?i pytt, as Jeremte * seyth, great curse. 

* deth entryth in 50W be ^oure v. wyndowys. Mors intrauit 

' The heads of the chapters, as well as the initials, are red. The Latin 
quotations and the proper names are, as a rule, underlined with red ink. 
Borne later band has subdivided every chapter by means of letters A, B, C, 
&c. put in the margin, and different hands have added side-notes, most of 
them in Latin. The former will be found in the margin, the latter among 
the foot-notes. 

^ Cf. John iv. 6, and p. 185, 20. 

' Corresponding to the ninety-four chapters following. 

* Jer.iz. 21. The Vulgate reads : ascendit mors per fenestras noj?^ra« ; and 
accordingly, the authorized English version has : our windows. But both the 
Wycliffe versions have the reading : ^oure windowes, as it is in our text. 

B 



2 The Ooze is Deadly Sin. Tie Well mv^t be deepened, [ca. 

per fenestras vef^ras/ }>e dedly watyr of curse entryih yxa be 

yyure v. wyttes. jour* soule, in J>is pytt of comipte wat^, 

nedyth to cry in-to god: 'Saluum me fac, doimne, quomom 

intrauerunt aque vsqu* ad animam meam \' Saue me, ]>oa god, 4 

fro drenchyng, for watrys of cursyng ban entryd my pytt to my 

I will teadi you soule. what ))iBe watris of cursyng be, k, how it muste be 

JwiS oftho^'* cast out of ^oure pytt with a scope of penaunce, J>is schal be 

curse. jjjy labour to teche 30U here-after. 8 

^"te^tST *^'" ^^^ 5^*' vnder }>is watyr in joure pytt, whan )>e watyr is ^ 

the^OT^* scopyd out, is deep wose be-nethe, \>ai is, ))e vij. dedly synnes, 

deadly sins, jjj whiche ))e soule styketh sutntyme so faste ))at he \nay nojt 

out, but schulde petyssche. Abacuc ij.* *ve illi qt*i congregat 12 
contra se lututn.' wo to hym )>at gaderyth in his pyt of his 
body ajens his soule ' ])e wose of dedly synne, for he hath gret 
nede to seyn wytA Datnd * : * Eripe me de luto, vt now infigar ! ' 
lord, deliuere me out of ))is wose of dedly synnes, )>at I styke 16 
nojt J?crin to be peryssched! My werk & labour echal be to 
tellyn what is })is wose of )>e vij. dedly synnes, & how je schul 

which must be caste out bis wose, fl&rst wvtA a skeet of contricyoun, and after 
r oast out, with . ^ ' 

1 *^trit**''thL ^y^^ ^ skauell of confessiouw, and Jeanne schouelyn out clene 20 
' feSon andth ^^ cruwmys, yfyih ))e schouele of satisfaccyoun. 
' ikction?'^'^*^ 3^^» whawne joure pytt is scowryd clene fro )>e watyr of curs, 
And then, the & fro J5e wose of dedly synnes, }?e v. watyrgatys, ))at is, joure 
your ^ns^, y. wyttes, muste be stoppyd, J>at ]?e watyr of ))e grete curs and 24 

))e wose of dedly sywnes entre nojt in-to ymre pytt ajen. 

Moreover^our More-ouer, be-cause J^i pytt is nojt depe in perfeccyouw, but 

deeper in per- schelde in frelte and in febylnes, it muste be dolvyn deppere 

nSsl.*^'*^*^*"' ^y^^ f® spade of clennesse, and )?ere-wytA castyn out J?e sande 28 

& )>e grauel J>at lay vnder \>e wose of synne, J>at is, all J>e 

circumstancys of synne ; and )>anne delve douw, wytA )>e spade of 

clennesse, depe in J>e ground of vertewys, contrarye to ))e vij. 

till you find the dedly synnes, tyl bou fynde vii. sprynges of watt/r of grace, bat 32 
seven springs of . ..^ ./i./o .7 oj 

Kjfaoe, the gifts is, Vij. ^iftes of }>e holy gost. And J?awne J?i welle is depe 

Ghost ynow in perfeccyoun for to springe watyr of grace. 

* Ps. Ixviii. 2. * Hab. ii. 6. Vulgate reads affgravat. 

* MS. body crossed. * Ps. Ixviii. 15. 




y Need of a Ladder^ Sqpe, and Bucket. 8 

But ))anne | levell pi ground of }>i welle be-nethe, wytA ]>e [Fol. 6 b.] 
lea«!l of equyte, and ]>anne ley in ]>e welle by-nethe ]>e courblys weulnthtimtji 
df JSIJ artycles of pe feyth. pa.nne take sande, J)ttt is, mynde of Sr^i^lizl^the 

4 JO#fW ^jrJine, take watyr of weepyng herc-to & lyim brent in faith, teke ^ 
ffit, }>«t is, crist, why5t as chalk, wyt^outyn synne, brent sin^orLrwC*^ 
m niB i^assioun, wytA fyir of tnbulacyouw ; haue hym m pi burning love of 
mynde, wyth brenning lone for J>i lyme, and take mynde of and mix it for 

8 ]>i synne for pi sand, & medle hem to-geder« wytA watyr of 
wepyng, and late bis be thy morterc. banne sette bi lyne, and by the 

^^ ° ' "^ '^ J ^ » plumb line of 

pat is, truthe, and perhy, vp-on J^e curblys of J>i feyth, ley }>i t™***. wt the 

morterd & pe stonys of pe werkys of I>i feyth. works of fluth. 

dT Whawne bi welle is bus made wvth Ijrme & ston, bi soule Now. to climb 

* * . . . up to heaven, 

13 muste haue a ladders to styin vp by, out of })i depe welle in-to Z®"' ■**}jj,5^""* 
beuen. pe laddere muste be charyte. pe o syde is love to god, chanty. 
pe oper syde is loue to man. pe nethyr stake is dreed of J^e 

16 doom, pe ouyr stake is hope of blysse. J^is ladders of loue muste . 
haue X. stakys, pat is, kepyng of pe x. comanndmentes. pis 
laddere of loue muste haue xiiij. stakys mo, pat arn, vij. dedys 
of mercy bodyly & vij. dedys of mercy gostly, & mo stakys, pat 

20 am, praysinges Sc thankynge^ to god and prayerys. am-oper stake 
in joure laddere of loue muste be pe gretyng of oure lady, pat is, 
^oure Aue maria. pe vij. heyest stakys in ^oure laddere of loue 
muste be vij. peticyouTis in 5oure Pater poster. 

§whanne loure welle is made & ^oure laddere, ^e muste haue And to draw up 
^ ,- 1 , -, ^ water from the 

25 a wyndas, & a roop, & a bokett, to drawyn vp watyr to drynke, well, you want a 
•' * ^ ^ r .f ^ windlass, muid, 

be-cause ^ot^re welle is so deep. * Neqtee in quo haurias ha6es, 
& putet^ altus est' Johamies iiij.^ [}>e] wyndas muste be ]?i 
28 mynde to tumyn J)at abowtyn, vpward & dounward. pe roop a rope, belief, 
muste be }>i beleue ; as }>i welle is depe, J^at muste be so long 
bat it reche to belle, to erthe, & to beuen. bi bokett muste be and a bucket. 

desire of all 

gostly desyre to all goodnes. drawe vp )?is bokett of desyre fro goodness ; 

33 aH euytt to all goodnes, w^/th pe roop of trewe beleue, and loke 

bi roop be threfold to-cedere in on, in feyth, hope, & charyte. and the rope be 
^ ^ ®, J J > r > J threefold,twined 

And, be pe wyndas of J>i mynde, vryth j?is roop made my^ty in of feith,hope. 

tbre lynkes, schal be tumyd vp pe bokett of }>i desyre in 

* John iv. II. 

6 2 



4 The 9tary of King Alexander 9 PrecioM Stone. [ch, i. 

goodnes, fyUed w^ watyr of grace, to contemplacyoun in 
heuenly thingee, in whiche contemplacyoun |>oa schalt, in ]7e 
bokett of desyr0, drinke ))i fylle of fe sweet watyr of grace. 
)?er-fore seyth crist ' : * Blyssed ar« )>ey l>at hongryn & ]?ry8ten ^ 
9Sier goodnesse, for ))ey schul be fylled/ }pai is, wytA watyr of 
grace. })er-fore, ^e schul drawe watrys, in * ioye, of }>e wellys 
of yyure saveour^, J>at is, of ymre bodyis, I>at am J>e wellys of ^ 
god. ' Haurietis aquas in gaudio de fontibiM saluatoris.' 8 
Ysat> xij.' 
This work ^ Now haue I ymagyd and cast aH myn hool work of fis 
four days. welle ; which I schal labours to 50U Ixxxix. dayes and v., ere it 

be performyd. Be Jris schewyd now, be-fore je schutt knowe & la 
ynderstonde her^aftyr bettre what I mene, whanne I schewe 
In beginning a more of Jjis werk. lokyth in J>e begynnyng of euery werk J>at 
it well I je do, how it Echal be perfourmyd, & what schall be )>e ende I 

I rede in gestt^ Alexandri* : 16 

[King Aleocandera Precuma Stone,^ 

^^tedioTi'*'^ A ston precyous was sent for a present to Kyng Alysaundre. JF 

bSout^*hed^^ whanne |>i8 smal precyous ston was leyd in a scole, it was so heuy, 

by nothing; j,^^ nothing, leyd in J>e oJ>«r scole, were it neuere so heuy, my^te 20 

[Fol. 7 a.] weyin it vp. But | whanne }pere was cast on J>at ston in ))e scole 

but a little dust a lytel powdyr and duste of erthe, be lyjtest thyng bat my3t be 

cast upon it, . 

made it light leyd in ))e oJ?er skole, weyid it vp. )?e wyse men wytA kyng 

All wondered, Alysaundre wondryd on bis mervayle. but oon of be wysest seyde 24 

but one said to . * . 

the kuigr: This to Alysaundre : * |)is ston schewyth what je are. je weyin now m 

*wi Idf^*^' mennys hertys, in dreed of you/re my3t, more })an aH I>e world, 

for all: ))e world dare no^t wytAstonde 50U. But in }>ise werkys 

but less than of ^ourc mygt, thynke on ]?e ende ! |?at, whanne a lytel poudyr a 8 

covered with of erthe is cast on lou in aoure ffraue, 5e schul be lesse dred ban 
earth m your :» ^ o » -» x 

grave. jje leste persone, and lest of pryce of all J?e world ! ' 

fWends. in be- Ryght SO, frendys, in J>e begynnyng of 5oure werkys, be |>ei (J| 



* Matt. V. 6. 

* Corr. in MS. above the line for of which has been erased. 
^ Ts. xii. 3. * MS. * narra<j»o ' in margin. 



cH. 11.] Moral of the Story. How to scoop out the Corrupt Water. 5 

neuerc bo depe \n worschepe in J?e scole of yiv/re lyif, })at J>e 
kunnjDg & })e werkys of ony o]?er may no^t be lyche, \ai alle 
men 50U dredyn, & worschepyn, & mowe no^t wythstande 30U ; ^it 
4 thynke of deth! whawne erthe is full ^oure mowth, Jjawne ]?e think of death! 
poorest beggere lyvynge is more in body of pryce )?an ^e. 
late ]?us ]?e wyndas of yture mynde turnyn dounward to thynken 
of detb, and, in ]?e roop of ^oure beleue, seetn be doom & peynys Think of the 

doom, ftnd the 
8 of belle to J)e dampnyd, & })e mede of blysse to Jje sauyd ! painsofhelll 

]?awne, ]?e boket of jowrc desyrc schal bowyn in lownes, & 

receyvin watyr of dreed in god, & be drawyn vp fro synne to 

penaunce be hope of mercy, & reysed vp be love to vertewys. and you shall 
-'" "' '' "^ '' have i^oe and 

13 Jeanne, of ^ot^re bokett of desyre ^e schul diynke, here watyr of Joy ' 

grace, and in ^oiire ende f)e swete wyne of ioye ! Ad qwod nos 

pcrduca^ &c. 



Csipitulum Secundum. 

Exhortaci^o contra articulos sentencie excommuni- 
16 cacionis maioris. 

%, 5YF J>ou haue a pytt or a welle pat is depe vfyth corrupt 
— ^ watyr, stynkynge & infecte, of wbicfi watyr jif J>ou drynke, 
or vse, ]?ou schalt be enpoysonyd ; J>e nedytb, for saluacyoun of 

20 J?i lyif, to scope out ]>at corrupte watyr. J?is pytt is J>i body, ]>e 

whic£ is clepyd pe pytt of lusty«, secundum doctorew Abuile \ 

be watyr of bi pytt is be grete curs, exaumple : Stoppe a As a stream 
' •' ' ^"^ ^ ° , f ^^ stopped in one 

scharpe streem rewnyng of wat^ in o place, & it brestyth out, P^aj^ overflows 

24 & entryth in- to an-ober place. Ryat so, bowa be sentence of so the sentence 
•^ '^ '^ ./-r/j^x of the curse 

pe gret curs is stoppyd out of man, be dreed of god, be resouw, taken ftom one 
or be techyng of godd^« woord, or be good conscyens, it entryth another; 
ii\-to an-o)>er man, be malyce & wyckydnes. ffor J?e more J?e 

^ Abuile is a form of Abbeville (Lat. Abbatisvilla), and the surname 
of the writer who is better known as Cardinal John Algrinus or Halgrinus, 
Archbishop of BeBan9on, the author of sermons, and the annotator of the 
commentary to the Song of Songs by Thomas Cisterciensis (cf. Migne, Patr. 
Lat. torn. 206). 



6 The Flood of the Curie drowns both Rich and Poor. \qm. n. 

and as the aea watyr in be 86 is styred wytA be wjmde, }>e more it flowyth, 
stirred by the i . i i t» 

wind, breaks & brekyth out, ouer })e Be-wallya m-to dyuerae placys. Ryjt 

^^^reei *° ***«! ®^* ^^ °*^™ ^^ cursed man is styred wyt A ))e wynd of goddys 

prowd^tiie*^ woord, & wytA J>e wynd of teching & of reprovyng, )?e more 4 

torinaSain ™ ^^® tymes J)e watyr of ))e grete curs wytA )?e stremys of his 

articles, be malice & wyckydnesse, entryth ^ in-to hym. he may 

seye with ]>e psalmystr^ : ' Torrentes iniquitatis conturbauemnt 

me*/ }>i8e stremys of wyckydnesse, Jwt is, ]?e artycles of )>e grete 8 

curse, haue turbelyd me. whanne )?e watyr of }>e se flowyth 

heyjere, & be his stremys brekyth ouer J>e se-walles in-to }je 

and as an inun lowe grou(n)d, Jeanne drenchyth })e watyr ]?at grounde. Ryjt so, 

the ground; whanne j?e watyr of ))e gret curs, wytA onye of his stremys, ^pai la 

is, wytA ony of his artycles, flowyth out of holy cherche, &, be ]7e 

entre of malyce & wyckydnes, brekyth in-to hym ]xit is lowe 

[Fol.7b.] & depe in synne, }?anne J>e sentence of J)at curs dren|chyth 

jothecwseof hym, & perysschyth his soule. J>crfore nedyth hym to crye 16 

Soul o?^man! wytA \>Q psalmystre ^ : * Saluum me fac, deus, qwowtam intraue- 

ruwt aque vsqi^ ad animam meam ! ' Sane me, })ou lord god, 

for * watrys of cursyng«« haue entryd my soule ! * libera me de 

profundis aquarww *!' delyuer« me, lord, fro ))e depe watrys of ao 

cursys ! * Non me deniergat tempestas • aque, neqi^ vrgeat 

super me puteus os suuw'',* ))at J>e tempestys of J)e watrys of 

cursys drenche me nojt, ne ]5at ))e pyt of lustys, wytA his 

mowth of tewiptacyouw, drenche no^t my soule. 2^ 

The flood of the be watyr of noes flood was so depe & hecrh, bat it flowyd 
deluge flowed all ^ . r o » r j 

over the hills; abouyn ony hytt in erthe, & drenchyd al be world, saaf a fewe 
so the great ^ ./ w ^ s 

curse reaches soulys. Ry3t so, ))is watyr & J)is flood of ))e gret curs 

the rich, as well flowyth hyje in-to }?e hylles of prowde & ryche folk. Ps. ' 28 

* Montes gurges aquan^^ transijt.' ))e swelwe of watrys of 

cursynge* flowyth in-to the hylles of proude & ryche men. J>ise 

watyr of curs ouerflowyth (marine I>e valleys of poore folk. 

' MS. entryth entryth. ^ Ps. xvii. 5. ^ Ps. Ixviii. "a. 

* fro erased in MS. and corr. in the margin. * Ps. Ixviii. 15. 

® Omitted in MS. and added in margin, t being cut off by the binder. 
^ Ps. btviii. 1 6. 
« This quotation is not from the Psalms, but from Habakkuk iii. i. 



CH. II.] The Soul of the Ignorant is in Peril of Death, 7 

Ps.^ ' Adaqt^uit eos velut in abbisso multa/ £Por vnethis is ]>ere 

hyje ne lowe ]?at dredyth to be drenchyd in IperQ watyr of curs. 

Whanne a flood of reyn or of dper stremys of watyr come in-to 

4 a pytt, & alwey abydeth bere-in stylle, bat pytt waxith depe A pit which ia 

' , never scooped 

wytA watyr. Ryjt so, J?at persone in whom eueremore entryth out. grows deep; 

J?e stremys of curs, \>ai am, \>e articlys of ]3e sentency«, is depe 

% in curse. Fs. ^ ' Stetit vnda fluens, & congregate su9it abbissi.' 

8 flbr whanne be watvr of curs eu^rmore flowy th in, & is no^t so the man is 

deep in curse 

voyded out, bat man is depe in curs. Ps. ' * In me multitude who is never 
"^ '^ ^ absolved. 

%on\iu8 aquart^m.' He may sey : In me is multitude of 
souTM^yng of watrys of cursynge«. 'In flumtmln^« iratt^ es, 
13 domine, in fluminibua furor tuua*.' ]>o\x lord god art wroth 
in Jjise flodys of J?is gret curs, in )?ise flodys is Jji felnes of 
wratthe. be dowfe of noes schyp fonde no drye place to As Noah's dove 

^ ^^ ^ r returned to the 

restyn him on, for J)e watyr was so depe ; )5er-fore he turnyd «* ; 

1 6 ajen to J?e schyp. Ry3t so, whanne ]?e holy jost may no3t w the Holy 
restyn in hym \>ai is depe in watyr of curse, he turnyth awey cannot rest in 
fro hym to J^e schip of holy cherch, \>ai is, to alle god folk J^at the church! 
arn in grace. ' Quia in maliuolam (sic !) animam non intro- 

ao ibit sapiencia ^,' In-to a malycyotM soule in curs schal entre 
no wysdom of J?e holy gost. J>e cursyd man may sey J)us wyt^ 
J)e Ps. * Veni in altitudinew maris, & tempestas demersit me •.' 
I am come in-to \>q depe of \>q se of ]?e gret curse, & )?e tempest 

24 Iperoi hath drenchyd me. 

^if J?ou fefl in-to a depe pytt, & schuldyst be dronchyn, ^*^ ^^** ., 

but Ipoxk wer« holpyn, and oon holpe J?e out, & savyd \>\ lyif, 

]>ou were myche bonde to louyn him, & no3t to hatyn him. 

a8 And also, iif bou were blynd, & wentyst be be weye to bat or hadst come 
' ^ * ./ » ^ X ./ r towards one, m 

pyt warde, and schuldyst falle )>ere-in, & peryssche, but Jjou ^^^J^?'?^'***"* 
were led )?erfro; jif oon led )?e fro ]>ai peryle of deth, )?ou were Slwe^iWm who 
myche beholde to loue hym al \>\ lyve after. )?e depe pytt is J>e **^®*^ ***®®- 
33 depe sentens of jje grete curs. )?ou art blynde in ignoraunce, & 
seest nojt, ne knowyst no3t Jje watyr of J>is pytt, \>ai is for 

* Ps. Ixxvii. 15. * Not from Psalms, but from Exod. xv. 8. 

« Ps. Ixxvi. 1 8. * Hab. iii. 8. 

' Sap. i. 4. • Ps. Ixviii. 3. 



8 Be Grateful to the Explainer of Excommunication, [ch. n. 

to saye, J>ou art a layman, & knowyst no3t )>e artycles of J>e 

sentenc^a, & art falle })ere-m, & seest iio3t )>e peryles, but 

[Fol. 8 a.] Bchuldest p^rysche in soule endlesly in deth | of belle, ^if Ipi 

S^M tlSe^e ^8*^y ^yr besye bym in gostly tecbyng to wame J?e of J>e 4 

vw^heefof P^^^s JHit J>ou art in, & belpe J?e in-as-myebe as be may, for 

tSoifshwddST' to drawe I?e Yry\h bis good counseyl out of ))at pyt of curs. }>ou 

thy^ife!* awjtyst no3t to batyn j^i curate, but ]x>u aw3ty8t for to louyn bym 

al J>i lyif. And aw^tyst gretly to desyr« to beryn bis wamyng g 

& bis tecbing, Ipat ))e lyif of j^i soule my^t be sauyd. ]x>w3 ))au 

be nojt fallyn in J?is pytt of J?e gret curs, ^it bappely )x)u art so 

blynd in vnknowyng, Jxit, jif J)is artycles of sentence were no3t 

scbewyd to]>e, J)Ou scbuldyst vnwarly fallyn J)er«-in & perysscbe. la 

Mycbe art ]>ou ]mnne bebolde to }h curate ))at scbewytb to )>e ]70 

artycles of )?e curs, wytA bis wamyng & bis tecbing, for to drawe 

J?e fro f>at perlyous (sic) pytt of curs )?at )x)u fait no3t }>«re-in. 

Therefore, when berfore, wbanne I scbewe to aou an-ober day be artycles of be 16 
I show you the ^ ' :> r J r j r 

articles of the sentencys, beetb no3t euytt payed wvtA me, but betb glad to 
sentence here- 

^'^tii^b T*iiid ^®^® '*®°^' *°^ 5^^ 5^ ^®^® 5^** gy^ty ^" ^®^» 3erae amende 50U 
A^ if you we w^A perfy3t penaunce, J>at 3e perysscbe no3t in soule. And 
KwareT^*^^"* 5^^ 5® fynde 50U vngylty in bem, betb ware & kepe 30U J?erfro ; ao 
for 3if 36 dyed gylty wyt^-oute repentaunce in ony of J>o artycles, 
but 3our« soule come a3en to ymre body be goddys grace, & dede 
penaunce; J)ow3 oure lady, alle aungellys, & seyntys togedere 
knelynge, prayed for 30U, 36 scbulde be damnyd be.J?e rygbtwys- 24 
For God shall nes of god. ffor god scbal 3elde euery man after bis werkys in 
after his doings, bis ende. as be is foundyn in bis detb, so scbal be be demyd ! 
As a sword ffor as a swerd, smytyng a dedly stroke, departytb ^pe soule fro jje 
ftcm the body, body, & sleetb J?at persone wbom be so dedly woundytb ; Ky3t 28 

so the curse so, be swerd of boly chercbe, bat is, be sentence of be grete curs 

severs God fh)ai -• " 1 t i j o 

men, in ony of bis artycles, smytetb & sleeth bem }>at ben gylty 

J?ere-in ; for it departytb god fro bem, f>at is ]?e lyif of bere soule, 

as a swerd departytb f>e body fro f>e soule of bem J?at be dedly 32 

andtlieyare woundytb. and SO bei ben dede, & alle bere werkys/ for bei 

dead, and all 

their works, be departyd fro god & alle sayntes/ departyd fro J)e helpe of 

J7e passioun & Jje deth of crist/ fro alle J?e sacrament^^ and 

suffragys of boly cberch/ and whil J>ey ben in Ipai ply3t/ \>q\ 36 



CH, 11.] The Story of the Vision of Clerk Ode's Mau. 9 

schul neuere haue part of cristen) mannas prayere in heueii) ne forever! 
in erthe ! as wytnessyth seynt Austyn), whom f>e lawe rehersyth, 
xj. q. iij. * ch/riatiATiUs^J Alle \m,t ben gylty in "pe artycles of f>e 

4 sentence, tyl J>ei come to amendement, pei be cursyd in slepyng, 
in wakyng, in stondyng, in syttyng, in going, in lyggyng, in 
spekyng, in silence, in etyng, in drynkyng, & in att here werk- 
yng. In )?is cursyng, who-so deye vnrepewtau^it, echal haue 

8 a dredeful ende ! 

^ [TJie Vision of Clerk Ode's Man.] 

Exaumple *. I fynde in a tale de gestis anglort^m \>at Jjere Ode, a rich 

was a clerk of gret astate, ]>ai hy^t Ode, but he was cursed in 

12 his werkys, nojt dredyng )?e censure of holy cherche. he lay 

syke, & sente his man to lundon) for lechecraft. His man, be be His man goin« 
•^ ' » r to Loudon for 

weye, wente wyli, & ny^t com) | vp-on hym. he myjte fynde [Fol. 8 b.] 
non herberwe but in an old forlatyn cote. )?us he lay in an SSf iS^^ay!^* 

1 6 heme. ]>at nyjht his mayster deyid. At mydny3t, feendys JSeltw^Si a de- 
comyn in-to pat cote pere pe man restyd in pe heme, & in pe There he SST* 
mydflore pej sett a brennyng chayre, in whiche here kyng as tortured by 
prince of feendys sate on hyje. A-fom hym was broujt forth, 

3o wytA oJ?ere feendys, pe soule of Ode, mayster of pat man rest- 
ynge in pe heme of )>at hows. )5at man, seing )jo feendys & pe 
soule of his mayster Ode in pe feendys hondys, was sore adred. 
)5at soule of Ode, brou3t in an yren leep aft glowynge as fyir, 

34 cryed horrybely for peyne. pe kyng deuyl seyde to hym : 

* Ode, pou hast lovyd wel ese & reste, tendyrnesse to lyn -& For his love of 

to gon in softe & delycat beddyng & clothyng, & in swete bathys, 

& to slepe longe in bedde. perfore pou. schalt now tendyrly 

28 ben bathed & wasschyd ! ' be feend dede hym be bathyd, & he was bathed 
•^ ^ "^ "^ ' InboilinK^itch, 

boyled, & sodyn, in pycche & oyle all sethyng ouer pe fyir. pe '**®*5^ P^V*^® 

soule roryd for peyne as a feend, & seyde : * Acursyd be fadyr, *»<* mother. 

pat me begat, & modyr, pat me conceyuyd & bare ', pat euere 

^ The quotations from the Corpus Juris Canonic! will be given in the 
modern form, with the page of A. L. Bichter and A. Friedberg's edition 
(Leipsic 1879), put in brackets, as thus: cap. 32. Causa 11. qusstio 3 

[i. 653]. 
' MS. in margin : 'narracio de gestis anglor»m.' 
' MS. in margin : ' malediztt patri & matri.' 
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Ode Tortured by Fiends, lie curses God. 



[CH. U. 



For ileepinff 

and*]] 

inchu 



and 'janff ling* 
hurcn. 



hewasniMted 
on » gridiron, 



and he re- 
nounced Chris- 
tianity. 



And for having 
been a glutton 
anddnmkard. 



he was made to 
drink molten 
metal, and he 
cursed God and 
the Saints. 



[Fol. 9 a.] 



brou^t me forth, to be in )>is plj^t ! ' }>e mayst^r deuyl seyde 
to hym : * ]>oi\ schalt ^it speke bettre, er pan go 1 Be-cause pou. 
ley softe in pi bed, & sleepe in tyme of pi goddy« seruyse, & eu6re- 
more were iangelyng in cherche & in processyoans \ periore pou 4 
schalt lyii) on a sof te bed ! ' he made hym be leyd on a brennyng 
grydeli oner brennyng wylde fyir. pxks he was rostyd wytA 
brennyng bremston, wytA blowyng vnder of belfwes]. whanne 
he was al for-rostyd, fryed, & scaldyd, & ))us for-brent, he roryd 8 
as a deuyl for peyne, & seyde : ' I forsake my cristendam), I for- 
sake a!t holy cherche, & alle pe sacrament^« ' ! alias, pat euere 
I was baptysed, & toke any sacrament, to be puB forpeyned I ' 
pe mayster feend seyde to hym: ' Ode, pon hast ben slowe to la 
heryn goddys seruyse, of euyl wyll to heryn goddys woord, &, as 
a fals cristen) man, brokyn pe comaundment^« of p\ god. pou. 
hast be redy to hynderc holy cherche, & redy to falle in-to pe 
artycles of pe gret curse ; J?erfore art pon )?us rostyd. for pon 16 
art falser^ in ]>i cristen) lawe to }>i god }>an hethyn) men pat 
neuere toke cristendom). Ode, 3it schalt pon speke bettre ! pon 
hast be a glotoun & drunkelewe ', & out of mesure louyd dely- 
cacyes & lustys of J^i flesch. and pon louedyst no scharpenesse 30 
of penaunce. pon woldyst no^t forsake J^i synne, ne })i cursed 
werkys. per-fore, after J?in hete, pon hast thryst ; J?er-fore, pon 
schalt drynke!* he made hym drynke reed brennyng metal 
moltyn, tyl it ran out of his nose, ey^in, & erys. Jeanne seyde 24 
Ode : * Cursed be god in heuen) *, J>at euere he made me, pat 
euere he brow^t me foiih, pat euere he bou^te me wyth his 
blood, for to suffre Jjis peyne I I curse hym/ I forsake hym/ 
I forsake al pe mede of his passioun & of his deth 1/ I curse, 38 
& I forsake marie, his modyr !/ I curse, & I forsake alle pe 
seyntys 1/ I curse, & I forsake, al pe helpe of prayerye/ & slpe 
helpe & mede of gode werkys in heuen) & in | erthe 1 ' In J?is 



^ MS. in margin : ' mollides et dormioio in tempore domtut servitij & 
garulacio in ecc^ena 8c processione.' 

' MS. in margin : < relinquo criaUanitatem & ecc^Wam & sacranienta.' 
^ MS. in margin : * glotouM & drunkelewe.' 
* MS. in margin : * malodictu« deus.* 



CH. 11.] Ode is fkrvsl into Hell, Moral of the Story, 11 

drynk & in bise woordv^, he turnyd al blak lyche be feend. Then he turned 

all black, and 
))a9iiie J?e mayster feend kyssed him, & seyde : ' Ode now art the ma«ter-flend 

)x)u cure freend & oon of vs. ]?tfrfore, )?ou schalt dwelle wyt/*oneofh», 

4 vs, & be rewardyd for \\ synne Jjat Jjou hast don to vs, & for 

iangelyng in goddys seruyse.' jje ground openyd, )5e feendys 

brewe him doun to be pytt of helle, be erthe closyd Men. be and threw him 
* . J X*' J ^ ^ J down into hell. 

feendys vanyssched awey. ]?e servaunt of Ode went horn ajen, 
8 & fonde his mayster deed & blak as pych. 

berfore, bou man & wowman bat heryst be woord of god wytA Therefore be- 
, . .11. ware of the 

)>in erys, be ware of J)e p6ryle of \\ synne & of ]?e articles of }>e peril of sin, 

gret curs I for jif f>ou dredyst hem no^t, ne wylt no^t lefe hem, 

13 but dyest wytA-oute repentauns, j5ou schalt be bathyd, as Ode 

was, in brennyng pych & oyle ! J?ou Echalt be rostyd and fryed 

in J?e fyir of helle I )?ou schalt drynken reed boylyng metal I 

]70u schalt be lyche ]^ feend ! And as a woodman in frenesy 

1 6 forsakjrth & dyspyseth his god, so ]?ou, for peyne, schalt in malyce 

forsake )?i baptem, J?i fadyr, Jji modyr, & al holy cherc^, wyt/i 

alle her« sacramenty« ! ]70u schalt forsake ]>i god, cure lady, & 

alle seyntys ! )?ou schalt be lyche ]?e feend 1 )jou schalt be 

3o drenchyd in }?e pytt of helle, as J?e cursyd man Ode was, jif 

)>ou be gylty in f>e grete curs, & deye wytA-oute repentauwce 1 

Whanne fi curat schewyth to }>e }?e artycles of J)e curse, go nojt 

out of be cherche, tyl bey be schewyd, for no cause, but here hem and hear the 
, •^ ^ "^ ^ ' articlesofthe 

34 wytA fun wyll. & ^if J?ou be gylty in hem, be sory in herte, & «««* curse ! 
loue \\ fadyr, \ai warnyth )je of \at p^le. & afterward to f>i 
confessour be schrevyn Jjere-of, & make amendys be }>e counseyl 
of ]?i confessour. and Jeanne schalt )5ou be blyssed, }>ere before 

28 ]?ou wer« cursyd ; and Jeanne schalt J?ou be goddy« chyld, J?er« 
before fou were )je deuelys chyld ; }?anne schalt )jou be saued, 
& oome to blysse, J)ere before jjou were in ]>e weye of dampna- 
cyoun, and schuldyst a gon to helle! ]7us ]70u mayst 

3* be chaungyd, jif Jwu wylt. Ps. * * Hec mutacto dextere 
excelsi.' 

^ Pa. Ixxvi. II. 



12 The Story of the Contrite Scholar of Paris. [oi. u. 

[The Contrite Scholar of Paris,] 

Paria^*"**' Exaufiiple*. Cesarius dicit: A scolere of paryse dede hor- fl 

ryble synnes, & was a cursed lyuerc, & durst nojt for schame 

be schreuyn J^erof longe tyme. At J>e laste, thrugli grace of god, 4 

he tooke sorwe in herte so myche, pat his sorwe ouercom hia 

Bchame. he wente to schryvyn hym to }>e priour of seynt 

waa so sorry for victouft*. but in his schi-yfte he hadde swyche sorwe, sy^hynffetf, 
his sins, that in . ^^^o* 

oonfeawpn. his & sobbyng«« m pe throte, & terys in pe ej^in, pat his voys 8 

The prior bade fayled, & he myjt speke no woord. J)e pryour bad hym go & 

him write them 

down. wryte his synnes, & schewe hem to hym wretyn. he wente 

& wrote hem, & comm a^en to J>e priour, & no woord myjt he 

speke to ]>e pryour, for wepyng & sobbyng. ]>anne to }>e priour la 

he took pe scrowe, wretyn wyih his synnes. pe priour redde 

With the scroll, hem. bei wer« so grete, bat be priour askyd him leue to schewe 

the prior went ' o>rrr a 

to a»kan abbot's jjat scrowe wyth his synnes to an-o)?er wyser« man, to askyn 

hym counseyl be leve of pe scolere. In presens of pe priour, 16 

an-o)?cr man, an Abbot, lokyd on pe scrowe, & seyde to pe 

but there the priour : * here is wretyn ryjt noujt.' pe priour seyde to pe 
writing had 

vanished from abbot.: ' bls ^unge man wrote here-inne his synnes, & I redde 
thescpoll. , . r . 

hem in Jjis same scrowe ; but now I se pat god, of his mercy, ao 

hath for^ouyn J?is scolere his cursed synnes, * for his grete 80i*we 
[Fol. b.] & penauTice. And in tokne pereoi, \ his synnes are don out of 
and the scholar's pia lettere be goddys grace.' pe Abbot & pe priour togydere 
given. seydin to pe scolere pat god had voydyd his synnes out of )5at 24 

lettere, in couwfortyng him pat his synnes ben forgeuyn. panne 
wente pe clerk horn blyssed, pat be-fom was cursyd, and after- 
ward led a blyssed lyif in-to his ende. And p&nne he wente 
vnto pe blysse of heuen). 38 

Sw^art?cf* ^^' ■^75*' s®» whanne pe articles of pe curs be schewyd before jou, 

the curse, g^j^j^ ^q^jj awey, but pacyently heryth hem, and 3if 50 be vngylti, 

beth ware, & fleeth hem, and jif je be gylty, be sory in herte, 

& dredyth hem, & louyth ^oure curate, pat wamyth 50U of joure 32 

confess, peryles ! and 3eme, wyih full sorwe of herte, beeth schreuyn, 

' MS. in margin : * Exemplum ce8arjj.| * MS. | synnes | cursed. 



CH. 111.] The Four Times for declaring Excommunication, The Formula. 13 

& makyth amendys, be j^e coa(n)seyl of yywce confessour ! And and amend! 
))anne, as Jjis clerk, je schal be chauwgyd fro curs to blysse, 
fro synne to grace, fro peyne to ioye 1 Ad quod nos perducat 
4 &c. 



Ca/pituluni Tercium. 
Sentencie. 

^ TjE o)^^ ^y> I tolde 50U in general ]>at jour body is a py t of The articles of 
3 -• lustys, and pe gi'ete curse is J?ere-in as a corrupt watyr. 
but J>is day & dpere dayes folwyng, I schal telle 30U in specyal 
J)e stremys of pe watyr, pat is, pe articles of J^e gret curse. 

BE holy cherche it is ordeynid pat curatys of marinys soule have to be shown 
owyn to schewyn iiij. tymes in pe jere, or do schewe, to here y^^* 
peryschenys pe artycles of pe sentens of pe grete curs whiche 
}?at arn most vsed. And Jjise artycles schulde be schewyd in 
euery qwartere of pe ^ere onys, or oftere jif it were nede, pat is 

16 for to say, in pe soneday next after pe feste of seynt Myjhell, or 
ellys in pe ferst soneday of Aduent, in pe ferst soneday or pe 
thredde soneday of lentouw, and in pe soneday next after 
wytsoneday, and in pe soneday next aftyr lammesse day. Ex 

20 consiltt8 oxoii) pWwo & ij. celebra^ta'. And ]?ise artycles, jif 
it were nedeful, schulde be schewyd solemnely, J)at is, wytA cros 
standyng, w^h bellys ryngynge, wyth candelys brennynge, & 
after-ward quenchyd. Ex consilto oxoii) ij. celebrato; ex 

24 conBi^tuc^onib^l^ domini Joha?iwis Mepham ^ & dommi Johannia 
Stratford ^ 

piae sentencys schulde be schewyd vnder piB forme : Be pe by this formula. 

^ The first A.D. 1 160, the second a.d. 1222; cf. Concilia Magnae 
Britanniae et Hibemiae, ed. Wilkins, L pp. 438, 585. 

' Simon Mepham, Archbishop of Canterbury, 1327 till 1333. Johannis 
in MS. is mistaken for Simon ; cf. p. 19, 1. 27. Mepham's Constitutions 
in Wilkins, ii. pp. 552, 560. 

' loannes Stratford, Archbishop of Canterbury, 1333 till 1348. His 
Constitutions ed. Wilkins, ii. pp. 675 sqq. 



14 Krcommunication of Infrifigern of Privileges of the Church, [ch. m. 

ftuctoryte & power* of almyjty god, fadyr & sone & holy gost, 

and of f>e gloryouB mayde marie, modyr of god, our« lord ihera 

crist, & of seynt My^bel archaungyl, & of alle archaungelys & 

aungelys ; be f>e aiictoryte of seynt Johun baptyst, & of alle 4 

holy patriarkys & prophetys, and of J^e holy apostlys Petyr & 

powle, & of seynt Johan J?e euangelyst; be )?e auctoryte 

& powere of )>e b]yssed marterys, Stenen), laurence, & seynt 

Tomays, & of alle holy martyres, & of alle holy confessoury^ ; 8 

be J?e auctoryte & powere of f>e blyssed maydenys Katerine, 

Crt«rine, & Margarete, & of alle holy maydenys, & of alle 

holy sayntes, Jrat is for to seye, be \t auctoryte & power of alt 

holy cherch in heueii) & in erthe, we denounce & schewe acursyd 13 

in }?e sentens of J)e gret curs, f>at is to say, w« schewe hem 

dampnyd & departyd fro god, and fro alle prayery« & suffrages 

of holy cherch, and fro alle jje sacrameutys. And we schewe 

hem to be takyn to )5e powere of sathan, J?e fend, to deth, & to 16 

dampnacyoun of body & of Foule, tyl \>ei come to amendement 

[Fol. 10a.] be verry penaunce, & ben | asoyled. Alle ^po \ai wytingly & 

malycit^ly fallyn in ony artycles of Jje sentence of cursyng, of 

}p% whiche I schalt schewe suTTime to 30U at j^is tyme, & summe 20 

at o]3ere tymes for lesse tarying. 

Accursed are IT We denounce acursed alle }>o ]>at malycyously depriue of 

prive church or here ryght & of here lawe holy cherche or chapell, cherchejerd 

right or privi- or chapeherd, or ony ober place halwyd or pryuylegyd. In bis 24 
lege, 

am vnderstondyn acursyd alle J?o ]>ai takyn fro holy cherche his 

ryght, & alle f>at brekyn J)e fredom of holy cherche, eythyr 

generaft fredom, f>at longyth to aft holy cherche, eythir par- 

ticulere fredom, \>ai sum cherche, in party & in specyalt, hath 28 

more J?an an oJ?er, whethir Jje fredom be spiritual or temperal. 

And be Jjis artycle are )?ei acursyd )?at purse wyn wryttes or 

letterys in ony lay court, to lettyn J?e proces of lawe of holy 

cherche in swyche causys Jjat schulde be demyd be non oJ)er 32 

lawe. And alle J)at falsly [lettyn 1] ony processe of archebysschop 

or bysschop, or flen awey fro vnder here lawful! correccyoun. 

Ex consiht« oxoii) pn'mo & ij. celebra<i«, cajpittiU) pnwo. 

and who hinder IT Also alle f>o ben acursyd J>at lettyn or trubelyn, be powere, 36 



CH. 111.] Disturbers of the King^s Peace ^ Slanderers^ 8fc. 15 

dreed, or eounseyl, be pees of our« kync & of his reem, or the king's peace, 
•^ ^ ^ , f , orthelawofhis 

purposin, comettyn, castyn, or ymagyn detn, or dysseyjt, or ony realm, 

oJ)er wrong, to )>e kyng or qween, or to here chyldere, to lettyn here 

4 lawe or here ryght. In }?is artycle is vnderstonde acursyd, nojt 

only comonn ryserys ajens \>e pees, but alle opyn thevys & ojjere 

fat impugne ajen }>e lawe & )je ryjt of oure kyng & of his reem. 

And alle )?at beryn fals wytnesse wyttyngly, or procuryn f>er-to, 

8 or brynge forth swyche wytnessys, for to lettyn ry5tfuft matri- 

monye, or for to dysheryte ony pcrsone of his ryght. And alle 

aduocaty^ Jwtt in cansys of ry^tfaft matrimonye malycyously 

potyn forth false excepcyouns, to lettyn trewe matrimonye, 

la wherfore ]?e proces of J)e cause is lettyd & taryed. Ex consilio 
oxon) c. p.(?) celebro^o & ex con^iitudonihuB Johannis Stratford 
cajpitulo ij. & Lamhethe ^ 

% And alle )?o arn acursyd \>at for malyce, or wynnyng, or and slanderers, 

1 6 fauour, or for ony o)?cr cause, dyffamyn or slaunderyn ony 
persone, & apeyryn his name among gode men & worschipfatt, 
]5ere he was nojt defamyd be-fom, & for )?at slauwdre he is put 
to his purgacyou?i. 

2o IT Also alle bo bat malycyously puttyn forth, or procuryn, ony and who hinder 

.a patron's right, 

stryif, debate, or pie, in patronage of ony cherch in tyme of 
voydauwce, wherfore J?e vcrry patroun is lettyd J?at tyme of his 

ry3*i- 
34 IF And alle bo ben acursyd bat forsakyn to fulfyllen be and who reftise 

^ ^ ^ i ^ ^ r toimpnson, or 

comauTtdement of be kyng, whann) he sent out to takyn hem to jnnder men from 

T '' o^ •' imprisoning the 

prisoun ]>ai ben opynly acursyd ; & alle ^pai lettyn )?e takyng excommunicate, 

of hem, or procuryn to lettyn ; and alle J?at helpyn hem to be 

a8 delyuered out of prysoun vnry^tfully, a^ens \>e lawe & chasty- 

syng of holy cherche. And alle comoun baratourys, felouns, and all common 

disturbers, 
& here mayntenourys, conspyratoury«, confederatour^a ; alle J?at 

wyttyngly takyn on hande false qwarellys, alle forsvvererys on 

33 )je holy doom) in assyses, a-fore kyng, iustyses, or a-forn ony 

oJ>er lawefut!, spiWiual or temperatt, & )?at princepally in 

^ Hie Constitutions meant here, are those published in London (Lam- 
beth), 1342. Wilkins, ii. pp. 68i and 696. The chapter quoted is on 
p. 702. 



16 Destroyers of Church Goods, Violators of the Church's Asylum, [ch. m. 

dysherytyng or in depryving J>e ryght of holy chercti, or in 

lettyng pe dedys wytt, or trewe matrimonye. Articwli prc- 

dtcd colliguntwr ex consilm oxon) & ex consitiucionibvs 

Stratford & Lamheth. 4 

and who, fbr % We denouncyn hem acursed ]>ai mede takyn, to lettyn J>e 

fcain'saake, . , i . i 

prevent the pees, f>at J?e partyes pletyng & stryvyng m J>e lawe to-geder« 

pieadera in schulde nojt ben acordyd. And | ]>ey may no^t ben a-soyled, 

[Pol. 10 b.] tyl )>ey haue payed a^en to ]>e jyverc J?at pey haue take, 8 

& als myche to pore folk. £x coustitticionibus Octobont, 

capituio 'Cum partes \' hoc intellige de iudicibtM & alijs, 

qui non sinunt partes concordare, & in qtcantum in se est, 

impediunt concordiam. 1 2 

•nd who iiUure H Also we schewyn alle ]x) acursyd "pat in vyolens & malyce 

holy oJiurch wastyn, brekyn, perysschen, dystroyen, occupyen, stelyn, ledyn, 

beryn, or do beryn, awey pe godys pat longyth to graungys, 

manerys, or to possessiouns of prelatys, or p^rEounys, vykerys, 16 

or of ony opere men of holy cherche, a3ens pe wyft of hem or of 

here deputeis, or of here keperys of }>o godys, & alle p&i helpe 

|>et«-to, or jeue per-io fauour or counseyl. Ex constitu^eionibus 

Octoboni, capitfdo * Ad tutelam *.' 20 

«nd who draic H We schewyn alle bo acursyd bat violently drawyn out of 
owtofachunsh ,,,,,,.,/ ^ , , . , , 

mvir on^ who hM holy cherche or chercE^erd, out of cloystre, or place pnuyleced, 

ony persone }Hit ned thedyr for socour & helpe, but it be in 

swyche causys as pe lawe ^euyth leue. Alle am acursed ptA 24 

lettyn hem of here lyiflode, whil ))ey ben in holy cherche. And 

mndwhorois alle )iat robbyn, brekyn, or breiuiyn, holy cherche violently, or 

■•mSJS^ScT^ chapel or place relygyous, or opere placys halwyd or priuyl^yd, 

^"i^*"*****' or brekyn crosfie^ awterys, or ymagys, in dyspyjt Sc vyolens. 28 

Be |>is artycle are pty vnderstonde acursyd pat stelyn or beryn 

violently out of holy cherche holy chercli good, or ony oper good, 

put J>ere to be kept, or beryn awey, or stelyn holy cherche good 

out of ony o)vr place vnhalwyd. And alle am acursed pat 32 

ben wel payed, pat swyche thynges schulde be dcm in h»e name, 

^ OtIoboBtts* OMdiiua, P. R. L«^ttts: bUt l>iistitut)oiM w^ere isBoed 



cH.anJ Infringers of the QrecU Charter ^ Polluters of Churches, 17 

be here servauntya, or o)>ere vnder hew powerc, & alle ))at ^enyn 
J>cr-tp belpe, oounseyl, or fauour. Prcdtcri artict^li co11iguntt«r 
ex consiUttf oxoii), Octobont, & ex constttt^ont&iM Stratford, 
4 Lambetb, & Redyng ^, & GsPrB,vagante8 de senteneia excommu- 
nicacionis, * Tua nos */ & capitiUo ' Oonquestua ^.' 

IF And alle \>at malycyously don ajens ony of })e articles ]>at andwhpinfrmge 
arc conteyned in J?e grete chartr* & in ]>e chartrc of J^e forest, **» Great 
8 which sentence was jouyn vpon hem ]5at trespasyn in ]>o artycles *J® pSSJJtJ *°' 
be Boniface, erchebysschop of cauwtyrbury *, and be v. oj^erc 
bysschopys, his suflfraganys, whiche sentence hath ofte be con- 
fermyd at \>e court of rome. in ]>q grete chartrc ben xxxiij. 
13 articles; In pe chartre of \>e forest ben xl. artycles; a3ens 
whiche artycles ]?e trespasour^a ben acursyd, 3if ]>ei knowyn it. 

IF And alle bat dyffowlyn holy chercfi violently, in schedyng of and who pollute 

a church, 

mannys blood opynly, or in doing openly \>e synne of lecchery, 
1 6 or ony oper foul & horryble synne, wherfore holy cherch nedyth 

to be recoTwyled. And alle pat vyolently & vnry3tfully brennyn andincen- 
howsys. And alle clerkys arn acursed ]>at beryn annys ajens clocks who we^r 
Jje pes, & felawyn hem w^ thevys & w^ opere mysdoerys, & 5^^h*th"e^er* 
ao alle pat comaundyn opere to don raveyn & thefte, & alle ®^ 
raueynour^a. And pej may no^t ben assoyled, tyl ]>ei haue 
made restitucyoun, be J^e doom of here bysschop. Ex consti- 
tttciomlma Octobont, * Quoniam in armis '^Z 

^ At the Gouncil of Beading, A.D. 1379, Archbishop John Peckham of 
Canterbury (1 379 till 1 292), published part of his Constitutions. Wilkins, ii. 

p. 33. 

s The Extravagants are now quoted thus : c. 19, X. (sell, extra) de sen- 
tentia exoommunicationis. 5. 39 [Corpus Juris Canonici, ii. 896]. 

' Ibid. c. 23. 

* Bonifacius de Sabaudia, elected 1340, consecrated 1245, died 1270. 
His Constitutions published at Lambeth, a.d. 1261. (Wilkins, i. p. 746.) 
In this place, however, the quotation of Boniface seems to be a mistake. 
In his Constitutions, he only refers to the breach of foreat-law committed 
by clergymen, which did not involve excommunication (Wilkins, i. p- 'J 50). 
The fact alluded to in the text, took place under Archbishop Robert Win- 
cheliey in 1298, after King Edward I had solemnly confirmed the Great 
Charter and the Charter of the Forests at Ghent, in November 1297 
(Wilkins, ii. p. 240). 

* Wilkins, ii. p. 3. 
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Hinderers of WiU-making^ Usurers, Witches, Heretics. [en. m. 



and who hinder 
¥riUi or legacies. 



[FoL Ua.] 



and who 

accumulate 

prebends. 



and usurers, and 
aU gmlty of 
simony. 



and witches. 



and heretics. 



% Also we schewyn hem aoarsed }pai lettyn, or procoryn to 
lettyn, ]>e last wyll of })e dede ; namely in swyche thynges as 
J>ey mowe lawfully beqwethe, by lawe or by oonsuetade. And 
also alle Jx) }pai lettyn, or procoryn to lettyn, wyif | or sengle 4 
womman, her* oweiD wyif or ojvris, 'pat J)ei mowe nojt finely 
makyn her« testament of suche thiuges )>at ar« ry^tfoll & 
lawefult, or of suche thynges ]>at am vsed be custome. Ex 
constt^uctom&tM Bonifoctt capUulo ' ContingitS' & ex consi^riis 8 
aliort^m are^piaeoporum cantuarten«tiim. (S; 

% And alle ]>ey bene * acursed |>at receyvin & holdyn 
pluralyte of cherchys, hauyng cure of soule, but )if it be 
by dyspensacyou9% of ))e court of Rome. Ex Constftticiofu6iM la 
Hading, capthiZo prtmo ^. 

IF And alle opyn) gouelerya am acursed ; & alle J>at opynly 
Ysyn symonye. Ex constt^ucumt&tM oxoiD, Radyng, & Peck- 
ham ' ; & ^ttrdi/vaganles de vsum *. 16 

% And alle wytchys am acursyd, & alle ]x> ]>at on hem 
byleuyn in her« wycche-craft, & alle )pait hem fauouryn. Ex 
eonBiliis oxon) j. & ij. celebro^ta, co,po ; & p«r Rayvnuru^um *. 

And alle heretykys, & alle ]>at coneentyn to hem, or beleuyn on ab 
hem in her* heresye, or counseylin, helpyn, defendyn, fauouryn, 
or receyvyn. Ex consit oxon), c<> po; & ex com^Mudonihus 
Stratford, c. ij, ; iiij. q. j. c. po ' ; & ex^ra de heretfw, c. * Ad 
abolendam "" ; & c^ * Quicunqt^ ® ', & c<> ' Sicut ait,' liftro yj.' 24 

' This seems to refer to several chapters on p. 754 in Wilkins* Edition, 
vol. i. 

' Added with red ink. 

' Wilkins, ii. p. 33 squ., and p. 51 squ. 

* c. I. (2. 3.) X. de usuris, 5. 19 [ii, 811 f.]. 

' The authority quoted is, no doubt, the ' Summa S. Kaymundi de Penia- 
fort ' which lias been written after 1 234, and printed (for the first time t) 
at Rome, 1603, together with the gloss of John of Friburg, which is based 
on the ' Apparatus ad Summam Kaymundi ' by William de Rennes. (Gf. 
Schulte, Geschichte des Canon. Bechts, ii. § 99.) 

' Quotation from Gratian : capit. 2. Causa 4. qusestio I [i. 537]. 

^ c. 9. X. de haeret. 5. 7 [ii. 780]. 

' c. 2. de haeret. in Ylto. 5. 2 [ii. 1069]. For the Liber Sextus, see 
preface. 

^ c. 8. X. de haeret. 5. 7 [ii. 779], (not in Vlto.). 



CH. III.] Unbelievers, False Coiners^ Concealers^ 8^c. 19 

IT Also we schewyn acarsyd alle ]>o ))at beleuyn no^t on )>e and who do not 
sacrament of be awter6 to be ffoddys flescll & his blood in eucharist and 

- , o ^ intbeother 

lyknesse of breed & wyn ; & alle \>ai beleae nojt in )>e oJ>ere sacraments, 

4 sBcnunenty* of holy chercli, & in Jje artycles of oure feyth, as )?e 
cherct of Rome belenyth, & as holy cherche beleuyth & techyth. 
Ex consii oxon) & ex (MuMlMeiontbus Stratford ; & iiij. q. j. 
c<> Jo & jj * ; & extrAvagantes de heretict«, c. ' Quicun^'ue * '. 

5 IF And we denounce acursed alle maker^« of fals monye, & and false coiners, 

and who use 

clypper^«, & wasscherys, & alle pat wyttyngly & falsly makyn 'aise measures, , 
or vsyn &lse bnsschellys & opere false mesuiys, elle-^erdys or 
met^rdys, false anncer^a, false weyjtys & soolys, lesse in 

12 mesure & in wey3te }>an ]>e statute askyth. Ex consil. oxon) 

c. p<> ; & ex constittcaont&us Stratford c. ij. 

IF And alle ]>o am acursyd \>at, in touw or in here howsys, ajjd patrons of 

thieves, 
kepyn, or defendyn, or mayntenyn wyttjmgly, an opyn theef, 

i6 after \>e tyme ]>at ]>ei ben thryes monestyd of here ordenarye, in 

specyal or in generatt, but J?ey putte pat theef awey fro hem. 

Ex CGOsUtfieumibus Octobom c. xliij. 'Contra latronem V 

IT We schewyn alle bo acursed bat for malyce forbydden or and who hinder 

, the devotions 

ao lettyn oj^ere of here deuocyoun, p&t pel schuld no3t offryn at of others, 
massys of weddynge«, & at puryficacyouTis, ne at massys for pe 
deedOy but o masse-peny. alle bat takyn bat ofFryng to here or keep offerings 

to themselves, 

owyn vse, or swyche An-oper lytel quawtyte ; or, jif more be 
a^ offeryd ])an o messe-peny, alle pat takyn such offryng to here 
owyn vse, or to ony oper vse, a3ens pe wyll & pe leue of hym 
J>at owyth to haue pat ofl&ryng; J>ey am acursed. Ex con- 
stitueion^ms domtni Symonis Mepham, c&ntuariensis arcAie- 
a8ptacopi^ 

13 % Alle J>ot dyffoulyn nunnys am acursyd, because J>ei makyn and who dis- 
hem to breke & to dyffoule in leccherye here chastyte & here 
contynence. Ex constitucionibua Lambeth, Pecham, capitido 

3a ^Tantum inualuitV 

* See p. 18, note 6. ' See p. 18, note 8. 

' No such chapter in Wilkins. * See p. 13, note 2. 

' Peckham's Constitutions, published at Lambeth, a d. 1281. Wilkins, ii. 
p. 58. 

C 2 
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Murderers, Fahe Tithers^ PurUnnen cf Offrimgs^ Jke. [ch. m. 



and murderan. 



andfUse 
'tithen,* 



[Fol. Ub.] 

and who steal 
tithes. 



or offiBrings hi 
silver or wax. 



and lords who 
prevent their 
tenants' debts 
and legacies 
fh>m being paid, 



IF Alle )x) ])at wrongfully slen or mnrderyn ony man. Ex 
QonMtucumilyiM Stratford c® po ; & consi) oxoid co p®. 

H And alle false tyther^« Ipat wyttyngly tythen vntrewly i^ens 
])e lawe & ajens j^e custond of ]>e contre ; And alle ]>at coun- 4 
seylin J>erto, comaundyn, | or styren o]>ere })erto; And alle 
Jjot malycyously stelyn tythe, or takyn to hem, & wrongfully 
wyt^boldyn, or, for ony vsage, dystroyin tythes, or don hem 
dystroyen wylfully. 8 

IT And we schewyn acursed alle ]>o }>at in vyolens stelyn, or 
takyn to her« owyn vse, or to ony ojwre metmys vse, ony oflryng 
in syluer, in wex, or in ony other thyngM, or ocupyen hem in 
ony o}>er manere, whiche ofifrynges ben of&yd in cherchys, or 12 
in chapellys, porchys, or cherche-3erdys, chapel-^erdys, or in 
oratoriis, at awterys, crossys, or ymages, or at relykys, or in 
ony o\p€r placys of toun, offryd be-cause of goddys worship ; or 
|>o offrynges dyspose for ony vsage, or for ony colours of ony 16 
good werk a^ens )?e wytt of hym J>at )x) offryngys longe to, by 
lawe or priuylege; And alle }>at ]7«r-to ^yuen comaundment, 
fauour, counseyl, helpe, or comfort. Ex cous^itucioTdhua Stratford 
c. ' Immoderate *,' hoc intellige vertitii, nm talis percepcio ob- ao 
lactonum ex causa legitima per eptacoptmi loci primitt^ fuit 
approbata. 

H And alle \>o am acursed, lordys of f>e fee & o)?ere, )?ot wyl ^ 
nojt suffryn, but lettyn, ^pai )>e dettys of }>e dede vnder here 24 
lordschip, whiche weryn here terfauwtye, mowe nojt be payed 
of J?e mevable godys ; ne )?e porcyoun of ]?e godys mowe no^t 
be delyuered to J?e wyif & to }>e chylderyn, to J>e fadyr & modyr, 
}>at longyth to hem be ryght, & lawe, & custome of ]>e cuntre ; a8 
And )jo lordys & here baylyes \>ai takyn to hem })e godys of 
here tenauwtye \>ai dyen vntestate, ouer J>e dette dewe to hem, 
feynynge be colourye, & wrongfully schewynge in here stretys 
swyche rentys & mercymentya, & swyche oJ)ere feynyd dettys, J>at 32 
alle ]?e godys of J?e dede are to lytel, to aqwyte J>e dette to 
f)e lord ; so J)e ordinaryes are lettyd to dyspose J?e godys for 



* Wilkins, ii. p. 705. 



cH, ni.] Fravdulent Lonori. Unlawfully Married People. 21 

helthe of )?e soulys ; And alle ))at jeuyn to J^ise dedys helpe, 

couTiseyl, asent, or fauo«^, arn acursyd ; And alle \at arn wel 

plesyd \ai swyche thyng^ are don in here seruyse or in here 

4 name. Ex conBtt<««Jtom6w« Stratford, c. *Accedit in nouitate ^/ 

IT And alle }>o am acursyd bat on here dede-bedde alyenyn, andwhojjive 
or jyuen awey, here good in defrawde, & in hyndryng oJ>ere men g^^^^ ♦, 
of here dette & of here ryjt, & in defraude of here wyves & 
8 chyldeiyn, to lettyn hem fro ^^e porcyouw }>at longyth to hem, 
be ryjt & be custom) of J>e cuntre ; And alle J?at takyn wyt- 
tyngly swiche jiftes, or procure [oJ?ere ?] J?erto, to do swiche 
fraude ; & alle ]>at jeuyn J>er-to couriseyl or styring, to bryngen 
12 dpere to swyche dedys. Ex couBtittudanibus Stratford, c. 'Cordis 
dolore '/ 

IfWe schewyn acursyd alle bo bat makyn ony contract of and who are 

-, . 1 « , I married in anjr 

matnmonye, or are weddyd to-gydere m ony degre of kynrede, degree ofafflmty 
i6 or of aflinyte, or of ony gossyb-rede, forfeudyd be lawe, ortii©ia^» 
in ony degre })at hath a lawful! lettyng, jif J?ei ]?ise degrees 
knowyn ; And alle Ipat helpin or procuryn ]>er-io wyttyngly. 
And alle preestys \>at wyttyngly & wylfuUy solemnyzen swyche and priests who 
2o vnleefful matnmonye, or weddyn ony opere but here owyn '^c^ weddings, 
parysschenys wyt^oute leve, or weddyn wyt^-oute pe banys »n^wde»and 
askyd ; And alle pat, be strengthe, manace, or dreed, don swyche ^tnesses 
weddynge* be solemnysed, & wyt^oute syb-rede«, | in cherchys, [Fol. 12 a.] 
34 in chapellys, or in oratoriis; & alle j^at ben pere present at 
swyche weddynges, gylty f>er-of, & wyttjmge, & wel payed per- 
wyth. In constitucionibvs Stratford, co * humana ".' 

II pis day schal I schewe ^ou no mo artycles of be sentence. Mind these 

articles ! 

28 iyl an-oper day, haue pise in joure mynde, & loke, jif je fele 
jou gylty in ony of J>ise artycles; &, 3if ^e be gylty f>er-in, 
^eme beth schrevyn per-oi, & doth no more so, for dreed of 
wreche. 

3 a [The End of the Obstinate Sinner.'] 

Jf IT Bede telly th, in gestt> Anglorww*, J?at |)ere was a man, cursyd A wicked man 
in his werkys, &, whawne he was tawjt or reprouyd, he beleuyd 

* Wilkins, ii. p. 707. ' Ibid. p. 706. 

^ Ibid. p. 707. ^ MS.in margin : * narracto.* 



22 The Story of an Obstinate Sinner's End. [cb. ui. 

it nc^t, but was rebett & dyspytoos. he dede ]>e werse & no^t 
WHS obHtinate be beter«. He was so obstynat in his cnrsyd svfuie, tyl his ende 

unto hi8 end, 

cond of his lyif. he lay seek, he seyde to })e peple aboute 
when he h^ hym : * I Be helle opyn, & my place redy made J>«re. I schal 4 
sytten be Judas, Cayjdias, & Pylat.' ))e peple badde hym be 
sory & be schreuyn, & to makyn amendys be perfy^t penaunce 
to hem }pat he dede wrong, he answeryd hem a^en, & seyde : 
But he was not ' I may no sorwe haue. I may noit schryae me. I may haue 8 

able to confess L. , , • / -r^i. i 

or amend, no wytt to make amendys. crrace is gon fro me. Flor, wbanne 

because he had '' ^ o o 

before.'*'^***^ I myjte haue don penaunce, ]>a«ne wolde I nojt, and now, Jwwj 
I wolde, I may no^t I haue be so longe in my cursed synne, 
wyt^ute verry repentau«ice ; pcrfore, now haue I no grace to la 
be in wyl to do penaunce, ne to aske mercy, for ]>e doom of 
dampnacyoun is jouyn vp-on me.' In pise woordys his soale 

Bo his soul went went out of his body to helle. his body stanke as ony careyn. 

if Ey^t so, obstinat in 3oure synne & }>e arlycles of ))e grete i6 
curs, ^if je duryn, & be rebelt & wroth to heryn hem, or to 
be reprouyd of hem, or fleen awey out of |>e chercH, )>at je 
schulde nojt here hem, ))anne, in ^oure ende, grace schal £Biyle 
^ou, so \>at ^e schul no^t mowe do penaunce, ne askyn m«rcy. 20 
And so ^e schul sodeynly, for ^owre obstynate curs, sytten in 
Therefore, hear helle wvih iudas, cayphas, & pylate ! per-fore heryth bise 

the articles, and •» j 

forsake ^our sin artycles, & kepyth hem in herte, & fleeth hem, ^if 50 be vngylty, 

& leuyth hem, jif ^e be gilty, wytA sorwe, & schryfte, & vryih 24 
satysfaccyoun, betyme, er synne forsake )ou ; and ]mnne je schul 
be blyssed of god & sauyd, \>ere ^e were before cui-syd ! 

[The Sinful Woman and the Abbot.] 

H Exaumple Ex vitis patrum \ pere was a synful womman, ^ 
& cursed in her« werkys ; here name was Thaysis. sche was 29 
wonder fayr, but sche was comoun of here body to alle ]>at 
Abbot Pannicius desyred here. An abbot, bat hyat Pannicius, in seculere wede 

went to Thaisis, "^ » r ^7 > 

a sinful of a lay-man, wente to here, and jaf here xij. d/ to lye by here. 32 

^ MS. in margin : < narrac»o.* 



CB. ui."] Tie Story of the Sinful Woman and the Abbot. 23 

Sche led hym in-to a cbaumbre, & bad hym gon vp to a bed \>ai 

here was wel arayed. pe Abbot seyde to here : * Is bere no But when he 

" ^ wanted to be 

priuyerd place % ' Sche seyde : * ais/ be Abbot seyde : * go we shown to a more 



4 thedyr 1 ' Sche seyde : * jif J)ou drede man, no man schal se }>e "^^^ • 
her« in J)is place ! jif f>ou drede god, in what place \>ai euere we J^^^^®' ^® 
be god schal sen vs ! ' pe abbot seyde : * Knowyst }>ou \>ai god 
seth alle priuytees 1 ' Sche seyde : * ja, I knowe god, and J>at 

8 god schal turmentyn & damnyn soulys for synne/ be Abbot Then the abbot 

, moved her to 

seyde : * Why dredyst J?ou nojt god }7anne, \>ai dampnyst J>in repentance. 
owyn soule to helle, & lesyst J)in owyn soule & alle J>e soulys 
J>at f ou steryst to synne 1 and nojt only \>ou schalt haue [peyne] 

13 for J)in owyn sywne, but J)ou schalt haue als manye peynes as 
f ou hast loste soules I ' Sche herde fis, & felt douw to J)e Abbots* 
feet, wyt^ gret weping, | and askyd god mercy. And, at })e [Foi. 12 b.] 
byddywg of J>e [abbot], in syjt of aft }>e peple in-myddes of ]?e ^fJertreMiwes. 

1 6 markett, sche brente all ]7e tresoure ]7at sche had takyn for here 

leccherye, and was closyd in a selle of })e abbot, enselyd wyt^ and lived as 

a recluse ror 
his seel, .iij. jere. Sche eet but breed & watyr, and flatt on }>e 3 years. 

ground cryed : * god, \>ai madyst me, haue mercy on me 1 ' At 

2o be iij. jery* ende, be reuelacyouw, it was schewyd fro heuen) \>ai Then, byrevela. 

here synnes & here cursede dedys were foraeuyn here thurgh here a glorious bed 

iu heaven, ready 
gret penauwcCj & in J)at reuelacyouw was schewyd in heuen) to receive her. 

a gloryow* bed, arayed & kept vryih auwgellys, & J)e keperys of 

24 J>at bed seydyn : * In J>is bed of ioye schalt Thaysis, ]5at comouw 

womman, restyn wttA endles blysse, for sche be-tymes fonsook 

here cursed synne, wytA perfyjt penawice I ' J)awne was sche 

tak3m out of here selle fro here penauwce, & lyved in grace, 

28 & deyid, & wente to J>at ioyfutt bed. 



Ryjt so, forsakyth jotire synne & joure cursede dedys, Yfyih 
srfyjt penauwce, betymes, &, })anne, I 
jhul tume to grace in joure lyvyng, ^ 
in heuen) at "ymr ende ! Ad quod &c. 



perfyjt penauwce, betymes, &, })anne, blyssed fro ymre synne je Therefore, 
3a schul tume to grace in joure lyvyng, & gon to pat gloryows bed 



24 ExcommuHication qf Reluciant and False TiUers. [ch. it. 

Ca,pitulum Qtmrtum. 
Sentencie. 



More articles of 
the great cone, 



«f rilHE oper day, I schewyd jou sumrae artycles of J>e grete ^ 

-■- GUI'S, & now I schal schewe )ow mo articles of hem ; 4 

takyth hero, & knowyth hem, & beth ware ! 

Accursed are we Bchewyn acursed alia bo bat malycyously lettyn, or do 

theywhohinder ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ J J J ^ . 

the gathering lettyn, men of holy chercn or here semaunt^d, to entryn m-to 
of the tithes, *" '' t •» 

here feeldys & in-to here londys, wherthrugn pei may neyther 8 

gaderyn here tythes, ne kepyn hem, ne fecchyn hem; and alia 

Jh) })at beryn awey J>o tythes, or do beryn awey, or wastyn, or 

do wastyn, or ony oJ>er harm don J>«r-to, or pro-cnryn to do 

and who tithe per-to; And alle pat tythen pe werse or pe lesse, but ferst be la 

presents be jovyn hem hosyn or glovys, syluer, ale, wyn, or swiche opere 

mised to them, jyftes, or ellys, tyl swiche ^iftes be be-hyjt hem ; And alle pat 

and who do any malycyously tachyn, arestyn, or endyten, or don be don ony 

harm to priests >^ f ^ ^ ^ ^—^ ^ > 

S»ur!£!^fftfiL ^^^ gi'evauwce, to men of holy cherch, for pej haue pursewyd 16 
here ryght in holy cherch court. Ex constUumonibta lamhetfi, 
Pecham, 'Tantum inualuit V 
and who deduct H And alle }>o pat ^euyn pe tythe scheef to pe reperys for here 
labour before hyre, in takyng yp here cost for pe repyng, & ^euyn pe xj. scheef 20 
duce of their for pe tythe; And alle }>o pat for defrawde marke nojt here 
tythe, & decryin thevys seruaurity^ of men of holy cherch, be- 
cause })ei fecchyd awey pe tythe of here londys, or hyndryn hew, 
or dyssesyn hem pat for defraude were nojt markyd, to colouryn 24 
causis of debate, in puttyng vp-on hem, pat pej leddyn awey 
o]7ere mennys good in name of here tythe. 
and who pro- IT And alle J)o am acui*sed pat vexin in lay court, wifih grete 
holy church for cxpuTwsys in pletyng & in trauayle, men of holy cherch or here 28 

carrying tithes , . , , % 1 1 «' 1 

through, orfrom, seruaunt^d, be-cause pei lede awey here tythes thrugn here 
londys ; and alle Jx) pat malycyously lettyn swyche tythes to 
be fetchyd out of here feeldys, be weyis vsed of old tyme, & don 

* See p. 19, note 5. 



cH. ivj Lords and Magistrates intimidating Church Courts and Bishops. 25 

heiTi gon ferr aboutyn wytA here cartys be long compas ; And 
alle J)o J>at sufiFren no^t }?e tythes markyd on here londys to be 
led awey of hem J)at J>ey longe to, as longe as ony com of here 
4 owyn leuyth on J?e lond, or ellys in futt wyll safifre J)o tythes to 
be wastyd & dystroyed. Ex oomMtuciombua Stratford, c<> | [FoL 13 a.] 
* Erroris dampnabilt« \' 

% And alle lordys, & here baylyes, & obere, bat forbydden here and loreUi who 

. " " ' I 'I f forbid their 

8 tenauwty« \>ai f ei go nojt out of J?e lordschip), for no somounyng, tenants to 
to appere before JJe ordinarie, neyther for correccyoun of here*'^'^o'**in*»y» 
synnes, ne for provyng of testament^« ; And alle ]?o \>ai in }7e 
letys of here lordys lettyn, or procuryn to lettyn, Jjat here 
I a tenaunty^, for no somonnyng, schal no^t gon out of }>e lordschip) 
to appere afore here lawful) ordynarie. Ex QOii'&iitnAciomhus 
Stratford, 'Accedit in nouitate *.' 

IT And alle bo bat endyaten ordinaryes wrongfully for extor- and who indict 

ordinaries 

1 6 cyou9is, or atachyn, or arestyn, or enprysoun, hem, & make hem 
to answere in lay-court, puttyng vp-on hem J>at })ei dedyn 
wronfuli excessys, be-caiise \>q ordinariis puttyn to here sugettys 
lawful bodyly penaunce for here defawjtes. And afterward 

2o sufifredyn be sugett^d to byen awey here penaunce vfvih monye, for changing 

a penitence mto 

as it is ryjtfiilt be lawe. Ex aonMtuciordbus Stratford, c. a fine, 
'Accedit in nouiUUe V 
IB II And alle J)o pat gon, w^ gret cumpanye, wyth strengthe and whointimi- 

^"^ ctace niemDors 

34 & force of armys, wyth gret dyn & gret aray, to ony court of ^»c^J««*^ 
holy cherch, & dredly astonyen f>e ordynaryes & here offycery*, 
&.turblyn oJ)er peple pere priesent, pat pe offyse & pe iugement 
of J^at court is wrongfully lettyd. And alle pai endy^ten, 

a8 arestyn, or enprisoun, or vexin in lay-court, or do vexin, or 

procuryn to dyssesyn hem J?at ryjtfuUy purse wyn in cristen) or pleaders 
court a)ens here aduersaryes, or dyssesyn here iuges, or aduo- tribunal, 
catys, or procuratoury«, or opere ministrys of pe court, or ony 

3a o}?ere fat helpyn J>er-to, or dyssesyn pe tenaunty* of ojjere f>at 

helpyn per-to ; And alle pat lettyn, or do lettyn, or procuryn 

to lettyn wrongfully, be execucyoun of be lawe & be iurisdyc- and who hinder 
' / ' ^ ' the jurisdiction 

cyoun of prelatys of place wytA-inne here iurisdiccyoun, or lettyn of prelates, 

^ Wilkins, ii. p. 704. ^ See p. 21, note i. 



26 Purloiners of Trees on Church Ground^ 8fe. [ch, iv. 

execucyoun of here lawfo)} maundmentys, or drawyn, defoolyiiy 
or betyn wrongfully, )je bererys of swyche maandmentys. Ex 
CQnsiituciombvs Stratford, c. ' Accedit in nouitote/ 
and who injure H And alle paryschenys })at hewyn doun violently, or stabbyn, 4 

or tftkc Away 

trees or herbage pullyn, or scbredyn, or croppyn, ony treen in cherche-^rd« or 

growing in a . . , ■, , . , 

ohurohyard, m chapel-jerd, wyt^mne closure, or mowyn, or repyn ony her- 
bage growyng ]>ere-in, wyt^ute leue of })e curatys or of here 
deputees ; And alle ])at swyche treen or herbage in sayntuarye 8 
takyn to here owyn vse, or to ony oJ)er vse, wyt^utyn leue ; 
And alle J)0 doerys, for diffoulyng & deprivyng of holy cherch 
ry^t, owyn be lawe to be compellyd of here coratys fro comounn- 
yng of cristeii) men, & fro ))e sacrament of ]>e awtere, & fro dyvyn za 
seruyse, Ipai violently in malyce don )>i8 dede, & )>ei owyn 
opynly to be schewyd acursyd, as )>ei })at stelyn ony 6p€r good 
out of holy cherc^ Ex constt^tictont^ue Stratford/ c 'Sectdares 
principes \* 16 

and who infringe U And alle ]>o })at brekyn ony lawful sequestracyoun of pre- 

tion of a prelate, latys, or of here vykery*, or of here princepalt offycerys, in J>e 
cherche godys, or in o]>ere godys, after ))e sequestracyoun is 
opyn & knowyn in ))at place. Ex constt(t<aont6tM Stratford, ffi. ao 
' ffrequens ' ' ; & ex constttuetont&ue prouincte Badin^ c. p^ ' hue 
VsqweV 

% And alle }>o J)at, be wrytt of acounte or trespas, do clepyn ^ 

and who sum- here aduersaryis in straunge schyres bere be trespas is no^t 24 

mon their' • 1,., ,1 •■ t «i -, 

adversaries to knowyn, tyl pel ben .owtlawyd or banyssched out of be reem. 
trial in another *> » » v j ^ 

shire. And alle ]7at procure ]>erto, or are plesyd })at it am don in 

[FoL 13b.] here name. Ex conBtt7t£Ctont6ue Stratford/ c. 'Dierum | inuales- 

cens */ a8 

H We denounce acursed alle })o J)ot, in ojjer manere })an J>e 

and who lay lawe excusyth, leyn hand on preest or clerk, seculere or relygious 

priest. professyd, and alle }pai arn wel payed }>at it is don in here 

name; And alle ]^t comaundyn here sugett^e ]7er-to ; and 3> 

» Wilkins, ii. p. 708. 

^ Ibid. p. 709. 

^ See p. 17, note i. No such chapter in Wilkins. 

* Wilkins, ii. p. 709. 



cH. ivj Falsifiers of the Papers Bulls. Magistrates exacting from Churches, 27 

alle |>at my^te lettyn it, & wytt nojt ; And alle Jwt consentyn 
& ^yuen couTuseyl J)er-to; And alle \a\» styren or counfortyn 
o}>ere J>er-to. h«c oolligi possunt: xvij. q. iiij. * Si quis sua- 
4 dente ^ ' ; & ex^ra de sen^enota excoTWTi. c. * Non dubium * ' ; & c® 
*Eeligiosi*'; & co*Porro*'; & c® *Peruentt*'; & c. 'Paro- 
chianoB^' ; & ex^ra de sen^eTicta excoTTim. c® * Qtiante pr^sump- 
ctonis/ in glo^^a ' ; & in cao * Mulieres ® ' ; & zecfuridum w.' 
8 IT And alle }7at fedsyn }>e popys bullys, & his letterys, or his and who fiUsify 
selys; & alle |>at wyttingly vsyn ony swyche letterys or selys, of the pope, 
& alle bere defender^a & fauourerys. Ex coxa^Uudiym ex^ra- 
\xa%arUe Bonifacii viij. que inciptt: ' Excommt^TuciEuntM'^'; & 
J a ex<ra de crimine fal«, * Ad falsartorum ^^.' 

H And alle gouernoar^« & grete of cytees & of townys bat don and maKistrates 

who are ffuilty 
wrongful extorcyouns to holy chercbe & to mynistry« of holy of extortion 

with regard to 

cherch. ex^ra de emctone & venc^tctOTie, * Non mint^ "/ **»« church, 

i6 % And alle J)at comon^i wyt^ ony persone J>at is acursyd be and aU who join 
name in J>e same syrine J)at he is acursed fore, in jeuyng to him <»mmuiiicate 
helpe, coQTtseyl, or fauour. extra de sentenaa ^uicmm, * Con- 
cubine " ' ; & CO ' Nuper **.' 
ao IT And alle J)o J>at makyn statutys a^ens J?e fredam of holy and who make 
cherc^ & alle wrytery* of swyche statutes, & stacionerys ; And Jjf^^^^"^ 
alle \a\, don swiche statutys be kept o]?erwyse ]7an ]7e lawe 
^yueth leue; And alle })at schewyn hem out opynly to ben 
a4 vsyd ; & alle |xit deme )>ere-by. extra de sentencta &uiovnm, 
*Grauef»"/ 

* c. 39. C. 1 7. qu. 4 [C.J. Can. i. Sao]. ^ c. 5. X. de aen. exc. 5. 39 [ii. 891]. 
' ? 0. ai. de sen. exc. in Vlto. 5. 11 [ii. 1105]. * Ibid. c. 7 [ii. 891]. 

» Ibid. c. 17 [ii. 895]. • Ibid. c. 9 [ii. 891]. 

* Ibid. c. 47 [ii. 909]. « Ibid. c. 6 [ii. 891]. 
' ? William de Bennes ; of. p. 18, note 5. 

i<» Comxnttnes i. de sen. exoomm. 5. 10 [ii. 1309I 

" 0. 7. X. de crim. falsi, 5. 30 [ii. 830]. 

" The Title of this quotation is wrong ; the text points to c. 4. X. de 
immnnitate ecdesiaruxn, 3. 49 [ii. 654]. 

"^ There is no such chapter in the Extravagants, and only one in Gratian, 
viz. c. 5. C. 3a. qu. a [i. 11 21]. 

^* c. 39. X. de sen. exc. 5. 39 [ii. 900]. 

** c. 53. X. de sen. exc. 5. 39 [ii. 911]. 



28 Laymen detaining Goods or Persons of lie Church. [ch. iv. 

and who keep % And alle bat kepyn holy chercB-godys, or wyth-holdyn Jwt 
or withhold any , , , , . , i -i «. ^ i 

properly of the am alyenyd awey be sysmatykes or be lewyd men, & no^t wyln 
church) 

restoryn }>e godys a3en to holy cherch, wytA-oute gret daungere, 

or cost, or charge, extravagantes de sismattct8, ca^ po \ 4 

and who detain % And alle bo lay-men bat wyth-holdyn ony clerk vnry^tfiilly, 
a clerk, 

wytA-outyn auctoryte, a^ens his wyll, in her« kepyng opynly or 

ptiuely, or putte hem in fetterys or stokkys ; or ony swych clerk 

arestyn, or dystressin, or enprisoun wrongfully wherfore he 8 

resignyth or forsakyth his benefyse for myschef. hec colligi 

possunt : ex^ra de sen^^racta excomm, 0. * Nujper*'; & extra de penitf 

c. ' Multon«m/ in clementinia '. 

andallchriBtians ^ And alle cristen men bat beryn or sellyn armortf, yren, la 
who Mil arms t ^ *> 

to heathen men, wode, tymber, or schippes, to hethyn men ; And alle bo cnsten) 
or grant them » y / xi- » ^ r ^ 

any other help, men ]>at, wyih hethen) men, be goxiemowcya & maystery* in }>o 
Bohyppes of hethyn men, be her« wjlt; and alle pat ^euyn 
per-to helpe, counaeyl, or fauour. extra de iudets & sarrocenw c. 16 
*Ita quorumdam*'; & c<> *Quod olim*'; & c. *Ad liberandam*.' 

and pirates, IT And alle \>o pat robbyn on pe see trewe cristen) men, seylyng ^ 

on pe se for marchaundise, or for pylgrimage, or takyn hem for 
her« prysonerys ; And alle pat robbyn, stelyn, or beryn awey, ao 

or wreoken, pe godys of hem whos schyppys are brokyn on pe se, but pej 
restoryn pe godys a^en, whatme pej ben monestyd. extra de 
raptort6iM 'Excommunicaetont^'; & secundum hosP. 

and who usurp % And alle )x) }>at vsurpyn of newe tyme pe kepyng or pe 24 

any church in amonlcyoun of ony cherch in tyme of voydau9»ce, & ocupye pe 
godys ; & aUe derkys pat procure ]>er-to. extra de elecdone, 
•Qenerali,' Ubro yj*. 

and who induce IT And alle )>o pat arn suspendyd or int^rdy^ted, pat^ be dreed, a8 

' c. I. X. de achiwnaticis, 5. 8 [ii. 790]. 

' See aboTO, p. a7, note 14. ' Oenu a. de poenis, 5. 8 [it 1 188]. 

* c. 6. X. de iudads, 5. 6 [ii. 773]. • IWd. c la [ii 775]. 

* Ibid, c 17 [ii. 777]. * c 3. X. de raptoribus, 5. 17 [ii. 808]. 

* Sdl. Hoetienson which, per anionomasiam, was the name of Henry 
de Seguaia, Bishop of Ootia and Velletri, author of direrse writings on 
Canonio Law. In 1244, he was the ambassador of Heniy III to the Holy 
See. (Cf. Schulte, L c. vol. ii p. 1 83.) 

* c 13. de deotione in VI to. I. 6 [ii. 953]. 



cH. IV.] Those who hinder others from pleading in Church Courts. 29 

strengthe, or manace, compellyn hym }pai 3af '}pe sentence to the dispenser 
reuoke be sentence, or to do assoyle I hem a^ens his wyll. bey cipiine to revoke 

/ .r , -r ^ i y the sentence 

fallyn in-to a newe sentence of curse, and ]?at reuocacyouw. or **»* *»© ^ 

4 }>at absolucyoun is no^t worth, ex^ra de hiis qf^ vi cat^ave [pol. 14 a.] 

meius ^wrU, 'Absoluctoms^/ 

% And alle bo bat don men of holy cherche, or procure to don and who take 
, «. , . . XX , toUftomchureh 

hem, paye, or sunre hem to paye, ton, pyckage, murage, or goods, 
8 grondage, panage or gwydage, for swyche godys as are no^t led 
to feyres & marketty* be-cause of marchauwdise. ex^ de cen- 
sihuSy * Quamquom,' liftro yj *. 

IF And alle bat askyn swyche coUectys & extorcyouTW of and who seize 

.,_ -_ «rA-iii, , 1 4.11 church property 

^2 men of holy chercn: lAnd alle bat be ffodys of holy kept in a con- 

, secrated place, 

cherch, or of men of holy cherch, leyd or put in holy place, 

arestyn, pcupyen, or comauTidyn }>erto. ex<ra de em, * Clericte,' 

liftro yj '. 

i6 H And alle bo bat lettyn, or do lettyn, or procure to lettyn, and who hinder 

any one from 

ony man }>at is somounyd, or hath apelyd, to })e court of Eome, pieadmK in the 
J>at he may nojt defendyn hym J)ere, ne pursewyn his ryjt. 
ex^ra de i^enis, 'Multon«m,' in clemerUinia*. 

2o % And alle \>at lettyn ony man in ony o]>er court of holy or in any other 
cherch, I?at he may nojt gon thyder, or he may nojt pursewe 
his ry^t in swyche causys as longyth lawfully to }>at court, 
& compellyn ]>ai man vnryjtfully for to plete in lay court ; 

24 IT And alle pat don him be compellyd, or procuryn f>er-to, or 
jevyn couwseyl or fauour, wherby }?e man is lettyd of his ryjt, 
be-cause he may nojt pursewe in holy cherct-lawe. ex^ra de 
em, ' Quoniam intelligimt£«,' li&ro Yj.° ; & ex consilua oxon) 

28 cajntvio prtwio ; & ex consti^t^ctoni^a Stratford/ 

IF And alle lordys & grete men of be temperalte bat forbydden and lords a^d 

" ° J X J ./ maflfistrates who 

here tenauwty«, & here sugetty«, & here servauwtys, J>at pei forbid their sub- 
schulde nojt sellyn to men of holy cherche swyche chafPare & ^^^j*'**"^** 

*■ Unicum de ils quae vi metusve causa fiunt, in Vlto. i. ao. [ii. 993]. 

* c. 4. de censibuB, in Vlto. 3. 20 [ii. 1058]. 

^ c. 3. de immnnitate ecclesiarum in Vlto. 3. 23 [ii. 1062]. {em in MS.=: 
immunitate ? of. p. 27, note 12.) 

* Glementinse 2. de poenis, 5. 8 [ii. 1188]. 

* See note 3 ; ibid, chapter 4 [ii. 1063]. 



80 Lordi who forbid Trade with Chnrehmeny or do them other Harm. [ch. iv. 

godjB as are nedefol} to hem, ne \>ai \>ey scholdyn byen ony 

ohaffare of )>e men of holy cherc^ ne \>ai \>ey schnldyn grynden 

here com, ne brewjm here ale, ne bakyn here breed, ne don hem 

oper seruyse & helpe ]>at were nedefhlt to hem. extra de em, 4 

* Eos qui,' liftro yj \ 

and *reiMoiii % And relygyous personys professid \>ai brekyn oat of here ($ 

h?(1^ their howB, w^t^ute leue of here prelate, & forsakyn here abyte. 

houM without ^ *^ ,.,,.,. o 

leave. extra ne clenci vel monoeAi, * Ut penculosi, li6ro vjto *. 8 

and they who IT And alle 'pat beryen, or do berjrin, ony heretykes wylfolly, 
bury herotioSf 

or hem ]>at beleuyn on hem, or here receptonrye, defenderye, 

or fauoorerye, in cnsten) beryellys. extra de hereticte, ' Qai- 

cnnque,' liftro yj '. 12 

and who let H And alle ]x>, saaf bysschopys & aboayn, }>at letyn ony hows 

uiuren, to hyre to ony alyen ]>at is an opyn gouelere, or be ony tytle 

grauntyn hym, or suffryn hym, to dwelle }>erein, to vsyn his 

gonele. extra de VBurie, * Vsurartiwi,' Wbro vj *. 16 

and k>rdi who ^ And alle grete men A obere ]>at ^yuen leue to slen or to 

give pemiinion , . , 

iosiayorharm taken, to harmyn or to hinderyn, or to agreuyn, in persone or 

or a sentence, body, or in here godya, hem \>at jeuyn sentence of cursyng, of 

suspendyng, of* enterdy^tyng, a^ens kyng, lord, baroan, or ao 
likens ony o]>er, or agreuyn hem ]>at were cause of jyuyng of 
phi sentens, or agreuyn hem )>at kepyn pat sentence, or 
agreuyn hem pat denouncyn hem acursyd, but pej reuokyn J^at 
lycence, and but pej restore, jif ow^t haue ])ei take of ]x> 24 
personys pat were cause of pat sentens ; If And alle pat am 
so hardy to vsyn swyche leue, &r to slen or for to hynderyn 
ony pat is cause of pe sentens ; and alle pat do swyche malyce 
wytA^uteleve. extradesentenetaexcomm. 'QuicuiiqiM'H&rDyj*. 28 
% pis day, for lesae taiyng, I schal schewe ^ou no more of ]>i8e 

[Fol. 14 b.] artyolee of cursyng, tyl an-o))er day. | but hauyth plae in 
mynde, ft knowyth hem, ft beeth ware, ft fleeth hem, ^ pat ben 

c 5. de imm. eod.in VIka. 3. 23 [U. 1064]. Cf. p. 25^ note 3. 

e. a. ne oLoici vd mmiftchi, in Vlto. 3. 24 [u. 1065]. 

c. 2. de b»ret^ in Vlto. 5. 2 [ii 1069]. 

c I. de mnris, in Tito. 5. 5 [ii. 1081]. * MS. of of. 

c 11. de »en. exc, in Vita. 5. 11 [ii. iioa]. 



I 

cH. IV.] TAe Mend who entered into a Man. Pope Silvinus. 31 

vngylty I beeth sory in herte, wyth perfyit penaunce, aif >e be Remember 

, these artioles 

gylty, for dreed of dampnacyoun in jour ende 1 and beware i 

[The Fiend who entered into a Man."] 

Jf IF Cesarius, ]>e clerk, tellyth* pat a man seyde to a feend ]>at A raanpoeaeMed 

5 was entryd in-to an-oJ>cr man : * ]>oa deuyl, pat art in ]>at man, 

what wo & traoayle woldyst pou suffr^ for to com) a^en to 

heuen), yf \>o\i myjtyst, whiche blysse pon hast lost 1 ' pe feend 

8 seyde : ' jif it were in my powers & in my fre wytt to chese, cho«e ^ go to 

I hadde levera, wyth o soule of me dyssey vyd, gon to helle ^ heaven. 

wytA-outyn ende, J>an for to turne ajen to heuen), f>ere I was 1 ' 

Men J)ot l»rdyn ]?e feend J)us spekyn, haddyn wonder why pe 

^^ feend seyde so. be feend seyde to hem: 'wonderytz noat of beoanse he was 
J r J J y not able to will 

my woordys, for my malyce is so myche, & I am so obstynate, ^^V***** 

pai I may nojt haue wyll to wyllen weL' 

Eyst so, I drede, it fary th be summe men bat arn in be grete So flares it with 
^ men who remain 

I" curs, bei lyve so longe ber-in, & drede it noat, & fallyn so ofte obstinately in 
* ' , excommunica- 

]70re-in, and amendyn hem no^t, pai pej be so obstynat in here tion, 

synne, & so rebell to goddys lawe & to holy cherch, pai^ jif }?ey 

myjten chesyn, Jjey hadde leuere fulfyllen here malyce, to be 

3o vengyd, & to don an horryble trespace to god & to holy cherch 
& a^ns here neyghbourye, wherthrugh |>e] schulde gon to helle, 
J>an for to leue pai malyce, f>at vengauwce, & pai wrong, & here 
fals vsage, for to gon to heaene. 

^4 Swychc are })e mewberys of ]?e feend, for ]>ei be so euylt wylled they are limbs 

& so obstynat in malyce, pai J)ey wyl nojt ben amendyd, tyl }?ei, 

wyt^ }>e feend, ben in helle. perfore, jif ^e be gylty in pe artycles 

of pe gret curse, be nojt obstynat per-m, to be pe merwherys of 

28 he feend in helle, but 5eme, wyt^ perfyit penaunce, comyth out Therefore do 
"^ ** penitence! 

of J?at curs to grace, & beth memberys of god & beth sauyd ! 

[The Pope Silvinvs arid the DevilJ] 
^ H Exaumple. Siluintis, pe pope, dede homage to pe deuyl to Pppe silvinus 
32 come to hy) astate. ffirst he was a munke, whan he spak wyih theDevU^ 

who in return 

pe feend, & dede hym homage, pawne, pe feend dede helpe hym promised the 
* MS. narracto. 



32 The Story of Pope Silvinvs and the Devil, [ch. iv, r. 

pope that he vp, to be an erchebysschop, A afterward to be pope, banne he 
should live untU .^ r> r tr- r 

he (Aid ma«8 in askyd be feend how lonire he schulde lyve 1 pe feend seyde, 
Jerusalem. So "^ ' ° ^ r j j 

Silvan^ tyl he dyde synge a mease in i&rusalem, jje pope was glad, 

a ?^ time**' ^^^ ^® thoujt neuen to synge \>ere messe. pcrfore he hopyd to 4 

The Lent foUo^ lyve longe. In lentyn afterward, h^ seyde a messe in Rome, in 

a^BomfmcKirch ^ ^^^^^che J?at was clepyd ieni^alem. Whanne he had sungyn, 

Sem.*''^™' he herde a gret dyn of feendys. He askyd what hyjt })at 

cherch 1 pe folk tolde hym })at it hy^t ierfMalem. ]>anne wyst 8 

he wel be }?e feendys woordys J?at his deth was ny^, & J)at J>e 

feendys coffD for hym. jit he felle in no wanhope, but trustyd 

on goddys mercy, & wepte, & cryed god mercy, & schrof hym 

When he knew opynly to att be peple. And after bat he dede smyten of fro r 2 
it, he had his *" " j j. x j 

limbs cut off, his body alle hys membrys, oon after an-oJ>er, wherwyth he had 

and his body woi-schepyd }>e feend. panne he bad J>at }>e stok of his [body] 

drajm by wild schulde be leyde in a carte, & putt Jjere-in wylde beestys, and, 

whyder Ipei leddyn ])at carte & abyden stylle, ]7ere he schulde be 16 

beryid. J>e beestys ronnyn wytA J>e carte to })e cherch |>ot is clepyd 

The team seynt Johun be lateran, & bere bey dede abyde, and bere is his 

stoppedatSt. , \ , ., a ,..,/, , n , ^ ,. 

John Lateran body beryid. And in signe bat he hath mercy of god for his 

where he was .'.' ,,-, 

buried. penaunce, jit, fro J>at tyme hyderward/ ajen pe tyme }>at ony 20 

[FoL 15 a.] pope schal dye, | his bonys in }>e graue make dyn, and swetyn 
out oyle in signe of mercy. 

Deceive the As he dysseyuyd be feend w^ penaunce, & was sauyd, ryjt 

Denlashedidl ., « , ., 1 ^ t .1 

so, wyt^ penauns, forsakyth joure cursed synnes, & dysseyuyth 24 

J)e feend, as J)e feend dysseyuyd 50U, & je schul haue mercy, as 

J)e pope hadde, & be sauyd to blysse 1 Ad quod &c. 

C^p^tulwax Quintum. 

Sentencie. 28 

More articles of r | iHE oJ)er day, I schewyd 50U sumQie artycles of ]>e grete & 
-I- curs, & ]?is day I schal schewe 50U mo artycles f)er-of. 
heryth hem, & beth ware Jjat je falle nojt Jjer-in, 3if ^e ben 
vngylty ! And ^if ^e be gylty, ^erne amende 50U, wytA perfy^t 32 
penaunce t 



CH. v.] Conditional Absolution. Burying of Excommunicates^ 8fc. 33 

U Whanne ony man, in nede or in poynt of deth, is assoyled The absolution 

•^ ' ^ "^ 7 J at the point of 

of \>Q sentens of Jje gret curs of a symple preest, and })e peryle or Jb?l*unie8*ccJ!. 
nede cesy th, jif he go no^t Jmnne as sone as he may, godely to ^J^^Jf'*'' ***® 
4 take his penaunce of hym fat hath auctoryte to assoyle hym of 
]>at curse be )7e lawe, )>arine he falleth in-to ))at same sentence, as 
he was before, ex^rat?. de sentencia excomm, * Eos qui/ \\hro vj.* 

H And whanne a man is assoyled of be court of Rome, or of The absolution 

•^ / ' by the Court of 

8 a legat, of })e gret curse, and hym be enioynyd for to go to his Romeisunavaii- 

bysschop, or to an-o]?er ordynarie, for to reseyue his penauwce, & JJJ^^ thebShOT 

to makyn aseth to hew ^pai he dede wrong ; 3if he do no^t so J^^tJ^^"*^ 

as sone as he may resonably, he fallyth a^en in-to ]5e same 

12 sentens. extrdjoag, de sentencia excommunic, * Eos qui/ Whro yj.^ 

IF And alle bo am acursed bat in holy placys beryin, or do Accursed are 

•• , ^ ./ JT ./ ./ / those who bury 

beryin, dede bodyis of hem bat arn opynly acursed be name, or an excommuni- 
•^ ' "^ r ITJ J 9 cate or a usurer 

of opyn gouelery* ; or, in tyme of entcrdyjt, ony dede bodyis ^^ consecrated 
1 6 beryin, or do beryin, in saynctuarye, but as ])e la we jeuyth leue. 
ex^rai7a^an^ de sentencia excommunicacioniSy *Eos qui/ libro vj.^ 

IF And alle pat makyn ony contracte wyih nuwnys, & alle and' »i»«jj>«8» 
nu»nys ]>ai are weddyd, & alle relygio^** & clerkys w^A-inne ^^^^^ *^^^ 
ao holy ordrys \>at makyn swyche contractys, or are weddyd. *hem, 
extr&vagantes de consan^mmYa^ & offinitate, * Eos qui,' li&ro vj.* 

And alle grete men of cytees & of townys bat makyn statutys, and magristrates 

who compel any- 

or wryten, or endy^ten, wherby ony man is compellyd to payen body to pay 
24 gouele, & no^t askyn it a^en, whan it is payed ; And alle ]>at 
demyn be swyche statutys ; and alle f>at han powere, & wytt 
nojt don hem awey. extrsivagantes de vsuns, 'Ex graui,' in 
clementinis '. 
a8 IF And alle relygiow* personys pat in preching, or in ony oj^er and* religious* 
place, seyn ony woordys to make pe peple of euyll wytt to payin incite pwpie 
here tythes. extr&vaganies de -penis, *Cupientes,' in clemen- ^^« ^ ^^^^^* 



tints *. 
q2 IF And alle relycyow* men bat styren noat hem bat areand*reiiirions* 

* ''°*' r ./ -» J persons who i'ail 

* c. 22. de sen. exc. in Vlto. 5. ii [Corp. Jnris Canon, ii. 1105]. 

^ Clem. c. un. de consanguinitate et affinitate, 4. un. [ii. 11 77]. Not in 
libro Vlto. ' Clem. c. un. de usuris, 5. 5 [ii. 11 84]. 

. * Clem. c. 3. de poenis, 5. 8 [ii. 11 89]. 
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84 Divine Service in Inierdicted Places. Ministering of Sacraments^ 8fc. [ch. v. 

to stir those Bchry vyn of hem to payin here tythes, jif J)ey prechyn aftyrward, 

who are shrived , , , , . i i . i , 

to pay the tithe, tjl pey haue styred herd conscyens to amendment. eiUrMHi- 

garUes de pem«, * Cupientes/ in dementinis. 

and those who H And alle J>o \>at compellyn a preest to seye dyuyfD seruyse 4 

to off^te in an in place enterdy^t, or be ryngyng of bellys or in oper manere, in 

place, tyme of enterdyjt, clepe ]>e peple to dyuyn seruyse, or forbydde 

hem ]>at arc enterdyjt or opynly acursed, ]>at J?ey go no3t out of 

"pe cherch, whil dyvyiD seruyse is in doinge, Jwwj ]>ei be wamyd 8 

and interdicted & bodyn gon out. alle pise ]>at wyl nc^t gon out of ]>e cherch, 

reftue to leave whan bei be bydden, bei fallyn in-to a newe sentens. And 
thechurch , . „ , , , 

during service, neyther pel, ne dpere pcrsonys J)at compellyn hem to abyde, or 

clepyn hem to dyuyn seruyse, mo we nojt ben assoyled, but be }?e la 

court of Rome, extr&v, de sen^en. exconwn, * Grauis,' in clemen} 

and ' religions ' ^ And alle relygiow* men pat to leryd or to layfolk, wyt^oute 

[FoL 16 b.] leue of I pe curatys, mynystren ony of piae in sacramenty*, pat 

SSaments^to is, pe sacrament of Jje awterc/ pe last anoyntyng/ or matrimonye/ 1 6 

exoommuni- , 1 . • ^ 1 1 

cates, except in or assoyle ony man or womman pat is cursed be lawe or 

be constitucyoun, but in swyche casys as pe lawe ^euyth leue/ 

pat is, in nede, in peryl of deth/ or but ]?ei don it be priuylege/ 

& jif f>ey assoylen ony man * a pena & a culpa ' be ony priuylege. 30 

'Extrdi.vagantes de pent^, ' Cupientes,' in clementinis, 

* Bdigious * men IF Relygyous men arc chargyd & bondyn on peryl of here soulys, 

are charged, on , _- 

peril of their in peryll of dampnacyouw, in peyne of cursyng, & as bey wyll 

souls, not to *» J.V vo 

this hef *^* to^ answers at pe dredfutt day of doom, pat pej procure to hem- 24 
curates. ggif or to here couent no tythes, no offiynges, ne opere dewtees, 

pat longyth to curatys, ne oJ?ere profyjtes pat be lawe longyth 
nojt to hem, ne none opere godys, ne dettys, ne opere thinges, 
pat longyn to holy cherct, or to ony oper place, or to ony oper a8 
persone, to be restoryd. Ex^rav. de penta, * Cupientes,' in clemen. 
Accursed are IF And alle J>o am acursed pat in vyolens dyffoule malycyously, 

those who insult - , ,, /.ii,, nii 

or rob a priest, dyspoylen, or robbyn, ony man of holy cherche, or falsly con- 

spyrin, confederyn, comettyn, ymagyn, or castyn, ony fals cause, 32 

dyspy^t or slauwdre, harm or wyckydnes, a^ens ony man of 

holy cherch, for hate or * vengaunce, for wynnyng or loue, of 

and who lay ony fleschly freend ; % And alle pat leyn hand in violens on fadyr 

parents, 1 qiqjj^ j ^q ggu^ gxc. 5. 10 [ii. 1191]. * hate or added in margin. 



cH. v.] Cauring Miscarriage, Liiheriting Children. Story of a Cursed Smith. 85 
or modyr, on godfadyr or godmodyr ; And alle }>o bat, after be and who cause 

ID ucftprittff^y 

chyld hath lyif in f>e moder^d wombe, malycyot««ly dystroyen 
hem wytA drynkes, or o})er craftys ; IF And alle )>o \a\i lettyn 

4 herd owyn chyldryn fro here ry3tful herytage, & puttyn of>ere and who dwin- 
mennys chylderyn to ben here eyrys falsly, or in lettyng of>ere ^'J.'IJ^"' ^I ***® 
mewnys chylderyn fro here herytage wrongfully, in puttyng *****®"* 
here chylderyn to ben of)ere mewnys eyry« vnryghtfally. Ex 

8 constt^ie<»ont5u« Stratford/ ^ & ex consilm oxoii) " possunt hec 
colligi. 

Manye mo artycles of be giet curs I fynde, bat nedyn noat to The remaining 

articles are less 

be schewyd here now. important. 

" \Thfi Aecwrsed Smiih^ 

% HA clerk, Jacobif^ de Vitriaco, seyth ^ : In be dyocyse of An accursed 

^-^ *'**'" smith 

lyncolne, a smyth was a-cursyd, & helde no charge f)er-of, but 

scorn & iape. As he sate at mete, a swyn com) in beforn him. 

1 6 be smyth, in scorn, kyste of his breed to be hoff, & seyde to his threw a piet* of 

•• ^ JO./ bread to a hog. 

felawys : * Now taketh hede I jif \>q curs of holy cherch be as 

perylot^s as men [seyn] & prechyn, J^is hog schal no^t etyn of 

my breed, bat am acursyd. be hog smellyd to be breed, & fled The hog did 

not take it, 
ao a-wey ]5ere-fro. J?e smyth took ajen f>e breed, & dyde an-of)er 

man castyn bat same breed to be swyn : be hog forsoke it. be whereas it eat 

^ ^ r J ' r b r ofanotherman's 

smyth bad an-oper man castyn of his breed to Jje hog, & ]>e bread greedily, 
swyn eet it gredyly. 

24 Syth an vnclene beeste, & an vnresonable, wolde nojt ete of 
J)e breed of a cursed man/ it semyth f>er-by, })awne, f>at almyjty 
god, 'pat is resonable, & seyntys in heueii)/ & holy cherch in 
erthe, wytt no^t plesantly receyvin prayer^a ne gode werkys 

28 of man, whil he is acursed/ berfore beth ware I ae bat are Therefore be- 

. . , P A , ware of the 

vngylty f>at 50 falle nojt m f)ise artycles of })e grete curs; And curse! 
jif ony of 30W fele 50W gylty in ony artycle J)er-of, amende 50W 
in perfyjt penaunce I And ellys 30 J:at heryn hem schewyd 
33 to 50U, & knowyng hem, & wylt nojt levyn hem, beth ware of 
vengaunce of ^owre god, in ^oure body & in ^oure soule ; for 

* See p. 13, note 3. * See p. 13, note i. 

^ MS. in margin : * narraeio de fabro maledicto & dampnato.* 
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86 The Story of the Monk who escaped from his Convent. [ch. v. 

And if you are schaiiie & dampnacYoun folwyth in aowrc endel And yd je 
guilty, amend I jt .^ y ^ ^ 

be gylty in hem, & je be sory in herte, & levyn hem, & in trewe 

schryfte [take] penaunce of him }pai hath powere to asoyle 50W, 

[FoL lea.] & trewly makyn amendys, | be J?e counseyl of ymr confessowr, 4 

je schal be blyssed of god, Ipete je wer« before cursyd, and je 

schul be full of grace, jjere je were before fult of synne I * Vbi 

habundauit delictum, sap^rhabundaoit & gracia.' secundum 

A^ostolum \ 8 

[The Monk who escaped from his ConveraJ] 

A sinftd monk pis I Bchewe aou sooth be exaumple '. CesaritM tellyth bat dT 
fled flrom his . t^- 

oonyent. a munk brak out of his hows, & forsoke his habyte, & ^af him 

But he repented to alle lustys, & synnes, & cursede dedys. At ]>e laste, he 12 

to hi8 order, repentyd hym, & took ajen his ordre & his habyte, wyih sorwe 

& schryfte, wepyng, fastyng, & proyerys. he plesyd god, & 

forsook synne in-to his ende, & eueremore specyally worschepyd 

oure lady. In his deying, for his penaunce, he hadde )>is grace. 16 

he seyde to J?e Abbot & to hise bretheryn : * My worschipfutt 

f&derys, I clepe 50U to wytnes a-for my god, }»t I, S3rnfull 

wrecche, leffce my synne, er my synne lefte me, and jif god jyve 

me lengere lyif, I am redy, for his loue, to suffre alle turmenty* 20 

& peynys. for I hadde leuere ben in peyne wyt^utyn ende, & 

haue loue of my god, ]7an ben in heuen)-blysse for euere, & haue 

godded hate. fiPor I drede euere, & sorwe more ]>at I haue 

forwretthyd my god, J)an I drede or sorwe to gon to helle.' In 24 

and, after his J)ise blyssefult woordys he dyed. & in his syjt of his brethryn, 

brought to auTigelys, wyih melodye, boryn his soule to heueii). 

angels. 

God rejoices in liol yyi hou be cursyd in be sentens afore-seyd, in pcrfyat 

a repenting 

sinner, penaunce amende ]^ as he dede, & ioy^e schal be to god & to ag 

but the obstinT, alle auTigellys of bin amendment, as \>e gospel tellyth. And ^if 

ate (me makes 

the Devil's joy. j)ou wylt nojt drede artycles of ]>e grete sentens, but holdyst \>e 

stylle J?erin, ioye schal be to alle feendys in helle of pi dampna- 

cyoun, &c. 3a 

^ Bom. V. 20. 

^ MS. in margin : < n&TTOcio de monocho p«ocatore et saluato.' 



CH, VI.] Of what Things Tithe mmt be paid. Tithe of Farming Land. 37 

Capitulum sextum. 
De modo decimandi. 

^ X TERE-befom I haue schewyd 50U ]>e artycles of pe 

4 J--L Bentence of pe grete curs, and fals tyihyng is an artycle 
pere-of. Wherfore I schatt telle 50U how 56 schul tythe truly, 
for to kepe 30U sykerly out of pe artycle of cursyng. je owyn to Tithes have to 
tythen of an manere of godys trewly gett ; for pe teptne part honest earning, 
8 }>ere-of is dewe to god. 'Extr&vagantes de dectww, * Tua nobis */ 
& secundum hoBiiensem ^. 

50 owyn to tythen of alle thynges profyjtable pat are of aU goods 
renewyd be pe jerc, & als oftyn as f)ey are renewyd. ex yearly profit, 

12 constitvcionilms Blearest Wynchilse, * Sawcte mater ^.' 

H ffirst pe tythe muste be payed of londys & possessiouws ; pat viz. of hmds. 
is, of swych profyjtes as comyth per-of, as of com, hey, wode, 
fruytes of treen, herbage of gardynes, & of wyn, of sedys, of 

16 gard3mes. pe tythe aw^te to be payed of pe. profyjt & of pe 

ferme of mylles. Also of pasture, comoun & seueratt. pe tythe miUs^pastures, 

owjte to be payed vp-on pe noumbre of beestys, or vp-on pe 

noumbre of dayes, as it is most profyjt to pe cherch. f pe ^*»«^^ ^^^ 

20 tythe of pe pasture to pe drye beestys owjte to be payid as wel 
as to f)i melche beestys ; for J)ei spende leyse as wel as f)i melche- 
beestys. jif poix paye tythe for leyse to J)i mylche-beestys, & 
nojt of J)i drye beestys, pou payist nojt trewly }>i tythe. Hec colli- 

24 guwtwr : ex^rav. de decim. * Ad apo«<olicam *,' & cajnt * Pastora- 
lis V & ©X conatitucianilms Bonifacti, capit, * Quondam propter*.' 

Tythe owyth to be payed of all manere wode, of leynys of of wood, fish, 
oystrys, of leynys of fysch/ of pondys/ of dowfys/ of dowfe- B°^*?| «a>^«n8, 

38 howsys/' of werys, of jerdj^s/ of flex/ of hemp/ of turbarye/ of ^^^ '* 
fewatt/ what-so-euere it be, broom or heeth, iyrsyn or turves, or 

* 0. 26. X. de deoimis, 3. 30 [Corp. Juris Canon, ii. 564]. 
'dp. 28, note 8. 

' Robert (not Bichard) Winchelsey, Archbisliop of Canterbury from 
1293 till 1 31 3. For the Constitutions referred to, see Wilkins, ii. p. 278. 

* 0. 20. X. de deoimis, 3. 30 [ii. 562]. * Ibid. c. 28 [ii. 565]. 

* This seems to refer to Communes (soil, extravag.) c. unic. de decimis, 
3. 7. [ii. 1273], though the chapter does not begin as quoted in the text. 



TAe Tithe to Jbe paid without Deduction of Farming Expenses, [ch. vi. 



[FoLieb.] 



of aU kind of 
flruit; 



without deduct- 
ing tlie fturming 
expenses. 



Example from 
husbandry. 



The tithe to be 
paid as soon as 
the produce is 
taken. 



The tithe of 
lambs and of 
wool, 



ony swycfi of)er fewatt. ex con8iitv4iione \ Ricardi Wynchilse, 
qt6e incipit : ' Sancto mater/ 

^pe tythe of ait manere of frute of profyjt J>at corny th out of 
f)e ertB, & out of treen, awjte to be payed, as of applys, perys, 4 
crabbys, barbarynes, plummys, cberyes, nutys, coynys. de con- 
secracionei distinccio v., 'Quadragesima^'; & ij. q. vij. *Quicuw- 
qwe recogtwwcrtf*'; & cap, * Omnes de<»m«''; ex/ravo^. de 
dectwi. ' Commissuw* ' ; & cap, * Nuncios \* 8 

AUe jjise thynges forsayde owyn to be tythed & payed wyih- 
oute rekenyng of ony cost f)erc-aboute, eytber of pe seed or of 
pQ tylying, or of onye expensys abowte pe gaderynge, & wyth- 
owte reknyng of ferme, or rente, or kynges taske. Ex^rava^r. de 12 
deem. * Tua nobis • ' ; & cap, ' Cum now sit '/ * An debeant 
portare ad eccle^tam an non, seruanda est loci consuetude.' ar (?) 
extr&vag. de sepul^wn*, * Certificari *.' 

5if pOM hyre an acre of lend for ij. s, and pe tylying per-of 16 
stondytb pe on ij. s, pe seed stondyth pe on ij. s, pe rente stante 
pe on vj. d, pe gaderyng & pe repyng standytb pe on xij. d, pou. 
schalt paye pe tythe schef of pat growyth J>ei"-on, or pe tythe part 
jif it be pesyn, or hey, ]x)W3 all ))at growyth f)er-on be nojt worth 20 
vj. d. And pou schalt rekene no cost ne expunse. By^t so, schalt 
pou do in tythyng of wyn, of frute of treen, of sedys, of herbys, 
of curtylage, of hey, of ferme of mylles, of pasture, of wode, of 
leynys, of pontys, of dowfe-howsys, of wareynys, of flex, of hemp, 24 
of turbarye & fewall, of frute of treen ; of alle J)ise pou owyst to 
paye pe tythe, & rekne no cost ne expens }?erc-abowte. Ex 
cousiititcionibtis apud Mertouw per omnes eptscopos anglie ®. 

f And pe tythe of alle }>ise owyth to be payed as sone as pe 28 
profyjt & pe frute is takyn. l^xtravagarUes de dedmis, * Tua 
nobt> * ' ; & capit, • Cum now sit '.' 

pe tythe ow3rth to be payed of lambryn & of woUe, pe tenthe 

* 0. 16. Dist. V. de cons. [i. 1416.] * c. 4. C. 16. qu. 7 [i. 8ot]. 
' Ibid. c. 5. * c. 4. X. de decimis, 3. 30 [ii. 557]. 

* Ibid. 0. 6 [ii. 558]. MS. ' Nuncies.' • See above, p. 37, note i. 
' Ibid. c. 33 [ii. 568]. 8 Q g X. de sepult's. 28 [ii. 551]. 

® These are the same Constitutions which on p. 37, and elsewhere, are 
quoted as Winchelsey*s (Wilkins, ii. p. 278). 



cH. VI.] The Tithe of Farming Prodtices^ of Fish and Game. 39 

flees & J>e tenthe lambe. and jif })er« be but vj. lambryn, or vj. 

flees, or lesse, for yche owyth to be payed to tythe an oh{olu8). 

And jif fere be but vij. lambys, or vij. flees, or aboue, J>awne 
4 owyth j. flees or j. lambe to be payed to tythe. and as manye 

ob(oZt) owyn to be payed as J?e noumbre fayleth fro ten, 

exclusiue, to })e ownere }pai tythed. 

IF Of chese )>e tythe ow5te to be payed as longe as ony cheee of cheese and 
8 is made, wynter & somyr, & }?at owyth to be by )>e tenthe day 

f)at hool J)e mylke of f>e tentbe day be put to J)e tythe chese. 

IF Of mylke owyth J)e tythe to be payed wynter & somyr, 

whanne no chese is made. 

13 Of fysschyng of freschwatyr & of salt watyr be tythe owate of fishing and 

of hives, 
to be payed, & of wex, & of hony. Ex coniiituDionihua Bonifoctt, 

* Qluoniam propter */ 

Of calvys J?e tythe of \e valew awjte to be payid benethe of calves 
i6 J)e nouwbre of ten, & jif it come to f>e noumbre of ten, J?e tenthe 
calf owyth to be payed to tythe. Ex Qon^iitvAdonibus bonifam, 

* (^uoniam propter dii^er^o^ *.' 

IT pe tythes owyth to be payed of folys of hors, ^pai is, of hors- and colts, 
3o coltys. Ex consiitucione quad am prouinctaZt, que sic inciptt : 
' In eccleeian^m rectores.' 

IF pe tythe owjte to be payed of swawnys, of gees, of dokys, of fowl and 
of chykenys, of huwtyng, of fowlyng, comoun or o}>ere. Ex 
34 coTiBiitucionihvs Ricardi Wynchylse, napU, * SaTic^a mater .^ ' 

H Of alle J>ise forsayde, of lamberyn, chese, mylk, fysschyng, The tithe of all 

. the produce to 

fowlyng, wex, hony, calvys, coltys, swannys, chykenys, gees, it)ei»id without 

dokys, hawkyng, & huntyng, J)e tythes owyth to be payed, expenses. 
38 wyt^oute reknyng of ony cost,. | or of ony expensy^. Ex [Fol. 17 a.] 

comiitucionihus 2k^^uA Mertoun per omnes ep^copos anglie^. 
IF Alle fat of f)ise thynges forseyde takyn vp for ony cost, for 

expensys, or for here trauayle, tyl J)e tythe be ferst hooly leyd 
33 out, he doth wrong to holy oherche as f)us/ J>ou makyst chese, 

f)ou takyst vp for J)i salt, or for J)i labour, er J>ou tythe, J>ou 

doost wrong/ jif Jjou selle, 5iyue, or spende, or do awey, ony chese 

* See p. 37, note 6. ^ g^^ p^ ^7, note 3. 

' See p. 38, note 9. 
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tyl {>e tytlie is ferst assigned, }5ou art vntrewe in J>i tything. 

jif }>ou take vp for scheryng of \>\ woUe, er )>ou tythe, )>ou dost 

wrong, for )?ou dost ajens }?e fredam of holy cherche, \>ai frely, 

wytA-oute thraldam of suche expensys, schulde haue his tythe. 4 

And J>ou apeyryst & lessyst j^at tythe in takyng vp J>i cost, here 

Quotations \o\Ji makyst ]7e cherche thrall. De decmis predialibt««, id esty 

tionsand Canons de ommbus fructibt^ de terra crescentt6it«, vt de frugilm^, 

on farming 

tithes arborilm*, fructibtw arborum, vino, setumibt^, herbis gardi- 8 

nort«m, de feno, pascuis, firmis molendinis, columbartt^, decime 

soluantitr illi eccWie, in cuvus parochia crescunt. Ex constitu- 

cionibus Stratford, cajpiU * Qt^nqt^m exsoluentibw* ^/ f De de- 

and* mixed ctmis mixtis, ic^ esty de agnis, lana, caseo, lacte, piscactone, vena- 12 
tithes/ 

ctone, melle, cera, vitulis, eqms, cignis, soluantur deciwe, vbi 

consuetude vult loci illtW ; & de pullis, aucis, vbi consuetude noTi 

Those tithes apparet. tunc si aniT/ialia continue pascantur in prediis propn'e 

to the curate of parochie eius, qm est diommus et curam eorww gerit, illi eccle«ie 16 

bee *?edf ^^'^^ soluentwT deciTwe. Si pascantw in prediis aliene parochie, 

et bo&ent ouile in propria parochia, vel in alia Becundwm 

'RAjmvmdvm ^, de lacte, fetu, et lana, dett^ decima illi ecclesie, 

vbi pascue (sic I) sunt. Ar ex^ra e (1) 'Commissum ' ' ; S6c? secun- 20 

and if the cattle dtmi Alanum\ si continue iaceant in vna parochia, & continue 
had been kept ^ ^ ... . . 

ingnep?"8*i pascuntt^r in alia, decime diuidende sunt. Et idem dicendt^m 

they*imi°bwn ®**' ®^ ^^ medietatew anni pascantt^ in vna parochia, & per 
f^nt^ish^, medietatew* anni pascantwr in alia, & secundum honijadi ex- 24 
to be dividedT* ^ravo^. e ' ; Bid coDsuetudo in talilm« seruanda est, de omntbws 
tween em. ygjj^j^jg medio tempore anni de vna parochia in alteram 
Domtni denda (sic !) est decit^ia. 
Tithes to be IT Marchauntv*, & obere, bat in beying & «ellyng wynnen, 28 

paid by mer- •'o vow 

chwits and owyn of ]>ai wynnyng to paye \>e tythe, saaf ferst J>ei may take 

the deduction yp here resonable costys. Also alle men of craft, as wryates, 
of the expenses ^ '' > j7 9 

of trade, smythes, weuerys, brewstery*, baxtery«, thacchery«, cordewanerys, 

tayloury*, sowstery*, tylery*, masouTts, plomery*, tannery^, peyn- 32 

* Wilkins, ii. p. 704. * Seep. 18, note 5. 
" c. 4. X. de decimis, 3. 30 [ii. 557]. 

* Alanus is the author of an * apparatus * to the * compilatio prima.' (Cf. 
Schulte, 1. 0. vol. i. p. 188.) 

* Probably to mean the same quotation as p. 37, note 6. 
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toury«, & alle d^re men of craft, as f ullery*, mercerys, grocery*, 

vyntery*, peddery*, owyn to payin f>e tythe of here getyng 

be here craft, whanne here resonable expensis be takyn vp. 
4 If Also Jje comouTi labourer^* & alle seruauntys owyn to The tithing ^ 

payin f>e tythe of here hyre, after J>at }>ei haue takyn vp here servants. 

resonable expense, ^idrdivagantes de dectmis, ' Pastorah'* ^,' in 

glo9«a per Innocenctt^m ; ex covi&iituciombua bonifacti, capiU 
8 ' propter diuersas ' ' ; Qxtrdivagantes de pignertit^, * Ex Ittteris ' '; 

& wcun/dAjmi ho^iiensem ^. 

pou owyst to paye f)i tythe of thynges J>at am jouyn J)e be The tithe of 

fre 3ifte, or be byqwething of ony of J)i freendys. Hugo no^autt, bequests. 
12 xvj. (]uestio ij. * Decime * ' : * que donatori&iM & legatori6t6« tenen- 

twr decimam dare de re donata vel legata, licet decimata fuerit 

a legatore vel donatore.' 

3if a sty ward fynde in be old court-roUys & rentallys, & in be As the due pay 

. mentofrentsis 

1 6 newe bothe, bat bou art behynde of bi rente to bi lord for bi still obligatory, 
^ ^ ' ^ I I I although there 

tenement, and f>ou seyst J>at J)ou wylt nojt payin it, because ^****^®®"^^^ 
}>ou vsedyst nojt to paye before f>at tyme ; schal f)in euyl vsage behindhand 
excuse )?e, & proue fals fat is wretin in f)e court-roUys & rent- 
ao allysl | *I trowe, nay. f>ou scbalt paye it, or be put out of J>i [Fol. 17b.] 
tenement. Ryjt so, ihe«u, be styward of be fadyr of heuen, so the unpaid 

,. , /.i./.ini tithes will not 

whanne he sytteth in be last court of be doom, aif he fynde be be remitted at 
^ ^ ^ > 5 J r the last judge- 

in f>e old lawe, & newe, J>at J>ou art behynde of \\ tythe, schal men*- 

34 J>in euyl vsage excuse fe for to dystroye goddys lawe % Nay, 
J)i pletyng & J)in vsage schal nojt avayle f>e )>ere, but )jou schalt 
be put out of J?i tenement of heuen) to feendys in helle, seyth 
seynt Austyn. Dictt Innocewcii** : * in eo quoc? now soluantur 

28 deci^ne, & mwms plene, nulla consuetudo valet.' xyj. qt^e^to 
vij. 'QuicuwqiteV 

§1[ffoure vengaunces^ comyn to man here in erthe for fals The four chas- 
tisements for 
tythyng : fferst he hath goddys curs for brekyng of his lawe. feise tithing 

* c. 28. X. de decimis, 3. 30 [ii. 565]. ^ See p. 37, note 6. curse, 

^ c. 5. X. de pign. 3. 21 [ii. 527]. * CI p. 28, note 8. 

« ? c. 66. C. 16. qu. 1 [i. 784]. 

' MS. in upper margin : ' Be JSxhortaiione Decimandi.^ 

^ c. 4. C. 16. qu. 7 [i. 801]. 

** MS. in margin : ' vindicte pro falsa' dedmacioiie, i, 2, 3,^4. 



pain of Hell, 
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* MaledicU sunt a deo, qui decimas non soluunt/ svj. ({uestio j. 

* Reuertimini \' 
ty and % pe secuTide vengaurice is )>is : A fals tythere schal come 

to pouert, er he dye, & turne to J?e tenthe part }>at fell owt of 4 
heuen), ^pai is, to }pQ feendys in endles peyne. xyj. c^aestio j. 
' Maiores ^/ Augus^tni^ : ' Redde decimas, aUoqum deduceris ad 
decimam partem angelon^fn, Bcilicet que cecidit in infemum/ 

3. vermin, birds U pe iij. vengauwce is f>is, J>at god schal suffre flyes, foulys, & 8 
prey. bestys, to wastyn & to dystryin here godys ; & reyn schal fayle, 

whanne sesonable tyme were for to reyne. xyj. q. j. ' Maiores ^.' 

4. taxes and H pe iiij. vengauns is J>is : god suffiryth hem to be pyled of 
lords. lordys wytA taxis, tallyagys, & extorcyouns, & for to haue »2 

opere lossys. *Quod non capit christus, tollit fiscw*.' xvj. 
questio j. * Maiores '/ 
False tithing is % Qod Bumtyme takyth fro false tytherys ix. partys of encres, 
cause of and jeuyth hem scarsely \>e tenthe part of profyjt for her« vn- 16 

all kind. kyndenes to hym, & for here falssnes. fifor \>e most cause why 

dyssese & myscheef fistllyn on man, womman, & beste, & on o)>ere 
godys, frutys, & profyjtes on erthe, is for fals tythyng, as seynt 
Austyn seyth. & porro in canone, xvj. questio j. * Maiores '.' 20 
The four rewards Trewe tythery* schul haue iiij. rewardys ' of god : IT pe firste 

for honest .■•. i.*.. 11* »» -i.iii «. 

tithing: IS plente of frute on lond & watyr. Pe secunde is helthe of 

I. plenty of . 

profit, 2. bodUy body. Augustmus : * Si decimas dederis, non solum habundan- 

ciam fructuum, aed eciam sanitatem corporte consequeris *.' H 

3. forgiveness % pe iij. reward is forayvenesse of alle bi synnes. IF pe iiij. is 
of all sins, 4. the . "• . 

kingdom of )>e kyngdam of heuen). Axxgusttnus : * Qui premium comparare, 
aut indulgenciam pecca^ortim desiderat promereri, reddat 
decimam.' & porro in cancme, xvj. q. j. ' decime *.' ^8 

Therefore, re- % perfore, aif 5e wyl fle fro be iiij. wrettys of god, & haue bise 

nounoeyour ... , /. /. • i 1 

evil habit, uij. rewardys of grace & of loye, leuyth ^our vsage of wrongfiul 

yo»^ tithes tythyng, & makyth amendys in perfyjt penaunce, & tytheth 

trewly, as goddys lawe tellyth 30U, and ]>B,nue schul ^e haue 32 
plente of good, helthe of 5|0ure body, forjyfnes of ^oure synne, 

1 c. 65. C. 16. qu. I [1. 783]. 2 c. 8. C. 16. qu. 7 [i. p. 802]. 

3 MS. in margin : * de vera decimactone, i, i, 3, 4.* 
* c. 66. C. 16. qu. i. [i. 784]. 
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& J)e blysse ef heuen). * Beati qui audiunt verbum dei et custo- 
diuwt illud.' Blyssed are J)ey J)at heryn J)is woord of god, & 
kepyn it in here werkyng, for )>ey schal be blyssed in endles 
4 ioye I Ad qiwd &c. 



De Exhortacione Decimandi. 

^ XTER-S-before I told 50U how 36 schulde tythen. now 
8 A-1- I schal telle 5ou an exaumple, to make xom to drede Example to ex- 

-^ * ' -' hort to honest 

\>€r-hj fals tythyng, & for to be styred to tythe trewly, as goddys tithing. 

lawe techyth 30W, and no^t as euyl vsage techyth ^ou. Judas 

scarioth ^ stale f>e tythe \>ai was J)e tenthe part of monye f>at 

12 com) to ]?e comoun purs of crist & of his apostlys. And wha^ine Judasmimbled, 

when Mary Mag- 
marie mawdelen) pouryd be swete oynement out of here box on daien poured 

all her precious 
crist, ludas grucchyd, & seyde : * Why is f>i8 oynement f)us ^"*ment on 

i^nnsiif main* 

wastyd ? it myjt a be sold for iij. hundred pens, & haue be ^^u^^'^JJS^**' 

16 3ouyn to pore folk/ Job. xij. Judas seyde nojt J)is for loue & {jJi^ht^ave^ 

deuocyouw | J)at he hadde to poore folk, but he was purs- !.'iJ'®J*J®P°IlJ^- 

mayster, & bare be comown purs .of crist, & receyvyd in-to be But in fact, he 

. said 80, because 

purs an f>e monye pat was broujt to crist, for to be dysposyd he was the 
30 in comoun to \>e nedefull, and alwey he stale f)e tythe part of *^\y"*°'*i8^^'| 
J)e monye )?at he receyvid in-to J>e purse, and }?er-fore he wolde *^® *«^*^ ^^ 
f)at Jx) iij. hundreth peny worth of oynement hadde be sold, & be 
30uyn in to his purs for pore folk, J)at he my3te a stolyn fe tythe 
24 part, as he dede of all oJ?er monye delyuered to hym. And 
J)er-fore he was wroth & grucchyd }pai f>at oynement, worth 
iij. hundred pens, was so poured out on crist, & no3t sold, }?at 
he myjt a stolyn J>e tythe f>er-of. per-fore he seyde : * why is 
28 J>is oynement f)us wastyd 1 & it my3te a ben solde for iij. 
hundreth pens, & a be 30uyn to poore folk.' Judas was wo, 
Jjat he had no3t J^at vauntage of f)o xxx. pens J^at was }?e tythe 
of \>e iij. hundreth pens, be-cause }?e oynemewt was no3t solde. 

^ MS. in margin : ' Judas Scarioth.' 



44 The False Tither commits Judas Sin again. [ch.vh. 

Therefore, to her-iovQ he thou^te to rekouere bo xxx. pens, & he wente & solde 
recover his loss, . ^ , _ , . , i 

he sold Christ cnst for XXX. pens. yerQ he gette ajen po xxx. pens pat he 

which was the^ forbarc in }?e oynemewt. And for f>o xxx. pens he hadde xxx. 

^tment!*** sythes goddys curs, as it is v^ryfyed in }?e psahne ' Deus 4 

and he had laudem \' }>e which psalme may be applyed to Judas ; for eueTy 

for every penny, peny he hadde a sundry curs of god? f Eyjt so, whanii) a fals 

tythere heryth or seeth ^pai an-ofer man louyth & worschepyth 

god, wytA )>e oynement of charyte hym anoyntyng, ]?at is for to 8 

seye, trewly paying to god his tythes, for seynt gregorte seyth : 

* Probacto vere dileccionis est exhibicto opens.' Preef of trewe 

loue to god is to schewyn it out to him in dede, J>at is, to jeuyn 

to god trewly his part, J?at is, \>i tythe, for J>at is a signe ]>at la 

"poa louyst hym, & J^is loue is an hoot & a sweet oynement to 

god : ' Vnguentum est nardi pistici prcciosi.' glossA : ' Nardus 

est herba calida & redolens.' 

Sothefkise WhanfD be euylt tythere seeth or heryth* bat bou trewely i6 

tither CTumbles , , . , , . -. , . . 

at the honest tythest to god, it greuyth him sore f)at god & his mynistres 

alleging that schuldc be worschepvd & releuyd, & he seyth; *it were more 

thetithes would ^'^ ^ \ ^ 

better be given almes to jyue J)o tythes to pore folk J>an to god or to preestys, 

for f)ei haue ynow & to fele.' he seyth nojt fis for deuocyoun ao 

But. in iiMjt, he bat he hath to pore ' folk, but he seyth it for malyce bat he 
hates the 

Church, and , hath to holy cherche & to curatys, & for he louyth noat god 

wants to conceal '^ ./ » ^ :» o 

hw 9wn false trewly, & for he schulde be knowyn fals in his tythyng be J>e 

trewe tythyng of f>at of>er man. and so, for dreed of schame & 24 

sclauTidere, he muste tythen as ]7e o]?ere man dotb, & so his 

And if he is profyat schulde be be lesse. Whanne he seeth bat he muste 

compelled to pay -^ "-^ ' ^ 

his tithe, for tvthen as be good tythere doth, & so to lessyn his profyat, or 

fear of shame, "^ jo./ ./ jt./^^ 

he^s and ellys be schamyd, he goth as Judas, & stelyth pryuely his tythe, 38 
J>at may no^t be perceyved, and, wytA euyl couwseyl, styreth 
o]?ere men to tythen evele as he doth, }pat he may haue ]>e more 
counfort & J^e more strengthe in felaschip, & ]7e lesse schame to 
tythen euytt. and so he & his cumpanye, thrugh his euylt 32 
sterynge, sleen crist, as iudas dede vfyih his ost. fPor scripture 

* Ps. oviii. 

^ The construction is resumed after having been dropped at line 8. 

3 'pore corrected in margin for fore in the text. 
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& doctoury* seyn : Who-so do ajen be synne whicli was cause and so slays 

i. • i 1 ii • 1 • . 1 1 1 .1 . . Christ, as Judas 

of cnstes deth, m-as-myche as is in nym, he doth a3en cnst to did. 

J>e deth. stelyng of f>e tythe ^pat longyth to cnstes purs was 

4 cause \>ai iudas betrayid crist to J)e deth, for J?e oynement was 

nojt sold, )jat he my^te nojt stele ]?e tythe J>er-of. Ryjt so, f)e 

fals tythere rehersyth a^en in his fals tythyng J?e sywne f)at 

crist was do fore to deth, J?at is for to seyn), | he stelyth his [FoL 18 b.] 

8 tythe fro god. here, in-as-myc1& as is in hym, he sleeth a3en 

crist. J>er-fore crist seyth be his prophete Malachta^ iiij ^ : * Vos 

affligitis me in decimts & pnmiciis/ ' Vos maledicti estis & vos 

me fraudatis & configitis.' 3® turmente me in yywre false tythes, 

12 J>cr-fore in nede, & in pouert, & in wastyng of ymre godys, 3e 

arc acursyd, for je defraude me, & fycchen me, Jjat is for to 

seye, 30 fycchen me a3en on }pQ cros. 

IB pe X. comauTidmentys of god arc kept in thre ^ : In worschipe. The xo Com- 

16 in loue, & in trutbe. Worschipe god & man, & bou kepyst kept in ^ thini^s : 

In worship. 



the X. comauwdmentys I loue god & man, & ^po\^. kepyst J)e x. love, and truth 

comaundmenty^ I be trewe to god & man, & f>ou kepyst J)e ^ Mid man. 

X. comauwdmenty*. 3^^ 1^^ ^^ vnworschipe to god & to ]?i o"®' ^jK^® ** 

20 neyghboure, pou brekyst }>ere onys J)e x. comaundmenty«. ments!* Sfd gets 
For who-so is gylty in on, is gylty in alle. pawne, for \>o\x "c^^'sesof God. 
brekyst f>e x. comaundmenty^ onys, f>ou for onys hast x. 
cursys of god, f>at is, for brekyng of euery comauwdment 

24 a curse. Ps.^ ' Maledicti (\ui declinant a mandatis tuis.' % 3if 
J>ou loue no3t god & f>i neyhboure, ]7anne )?ou brekyst f>e secuwde 
tyme ]7e x. comauT^dmenty^ ; ]7a7ine hast \>o\x. ^pQ secunde tyme 
x. cursys of god. 3if )jou be vntrewe to god & to f>i ney3hboure, 

28 fjanne brekyst J>ou the thredde tyme \>q x. comau7idmenty« of 

god, \>2am.e hast J>ou )?e thridde tyme x. cursys of god. Thre 

tymes ten is thretty, )?awne hast \>om thretty tymes goddys curs, 

bat brekyst thryes his x. comaundment v«. 5yf \>oyi tythest The fkUse tither 
^ " nf ^ i ^ ^ fails in reverence 

3a falsly, \>0M worschepyst no3t god, for f>ou sleest hym & betrayist to God 

hym as iudas, for J^ou stelyst f>e tythe as iudas dede, whiche 

was cause of cristes deth. ^po\\ doost vnworschipe to man, f>at is, and man, _, 

^ Mai. iii. 8, 9. The Vulgate reads : In quo configimus te ? In d. et in p. 
* MS. in margin : 'decern pr^cepta [?] tribtea.* ' Ps. cxviii. 21. 
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to hem J>at schulde lyue be J)at tythe, for f>ou sleest him in J)at 
J?ou wythdrawyst fro him his lyving, ^ecundMm Oregorium, 
panne brekyst ])o\i here onys his x. comaundmenty^, & hast 
X. cursys of god. Also in )ji fals tythyng, ]>o\i louyst nojt god, 4 
for f>ou brekyst goddys comaundment. *Qui non diligit me, 
sermones meos non seruat \* 
he ftuis in love pou louyst no^t ]>i curat, for ]>ou appeyrist hys lyiflode. 

tow&rds his 

curate, Here brekyst )?ou pe secunde tyme J>e x. comaundementes. 8 

Here hast ]>ou p&nne ]>e secunde tyme ]>e x. cursys of god. 
andintrath Also in bi fals tythyncr, bou art vntrewe to god & fals to bi 
and his curate, curat, for pOM stelyst fro hym }>e tythe )?at longyth to hym. 
So he breaks here brekyst ]>ou ]>e thredde tyme }>e x. comaundmenty*, and la 

and- 
idgets 
of God, 1 

]x)u hast thryes x. cursys of god, }>at is, xxx^i cursys, as iudas 
hadde, whiche thretty cursynges arn in J)e psalme * Deus 16 



10 Command- here f)ou hast ]?e thredde tyme ten cursys of god. And J>us in 
M Judas**' H ^^^ tythyng, for pou brekyst thryes \>e x. comaundementy*. 



laudem 



a» 



[2%e Provd Earl carried to Hell by Fiends,] 



An earl, while Helimandu« & Petrus, abbas clumocen^t^, bey seyn bus®: ^ 

sittingathis . . , ,. , 

meal, was called pat an erl masticonen^itf, on a solempne day, sate in his paleys 20 

stranger. at mete wytA knygbtes & gentlys. hastely ))ere com) a straunge 

man rydyng on an hors in at pe dore, & seyde : ' Syre erl, ryse 

vp & come wytA me to pe dore, me muste speke wyth f>e.' pe 

erl myjt no^t wyt^stonde hym, but ros vp, & wente wytA him 24 

At the door, he to pe dore. J>ere he fonde an hors redy, &, be byddyng of pat 

that he mounted straunge man, be erl wente vp-on be hors. be straunge man 

at the stranger's T , , ,.,/.,,,. 

command. The was a feend, & be hors was an-ober feend. be feend took his 

straTiger, who , 

wasaflend, hors be pe brydel, & bare hym vp m-to pe eyr. J?ane pe erl 28 

up into the air. cryed pytously in^pe eyr. alle his meyne comyn out fro mete, 

[Fol. 18 *a.] I and seyn here lord wyth pe feend in pe eyr. all pe cyte seyn 

AU his knights hem, & herdyn hym cryin : * helpe me now, my kny^tes & je 

cou d not help burgeysis of pe cyte ! for my stynkyng pride, & my proude 32 



him, 



* John xiv. 24. 

* Pfl. cviii. ' MS. in margin : ' narracto de male decimante.' 

* Spoiled in MS. by an ink spot. 



CH. VII ] Tie Earl carried to Hell. The Knight rewarded for Honest Tithing, 47 

beryng, & for my fals tytbyng, fat I wolde nojt suffre my meyne but he waa 
tythe truly to god & to holy chercli, but I haue hynderyd holy for pride and 
cherch, to mayntene my prowd beryng, & for fals coueytise no3t 
4 made restitucyouw ; ]3er-fore feendys here me to belle, be je 
ware be me I ' 

[The Vineyard of the Pious Knight,'] 
& Cesarius dicit : A kny3t louyd wel holy cherch, & for loue of A knight paid 

_,., - _ _ honestly the 

8 god trewly he payed his tythe, and f>at wythoute lettyng. he tithe of his 
hadde a vynejerd, J)e whiche, jere be jere, bare hym x. tunne of 
wyn. and euery 3ere he payed J)e tenthe tuwne of wyn to tythe. 
Afterward, bat vynejerd bare but on tuwne of wyne, and be One year, he got 

only one tun of 

13 kny^t seyde : 'god hath takyn fro me ix. partys for my synne; wme instead of 

I wyl nojt take fro hym his part, je my meyne lede J>is tunne j* for tithe, aU 

btie same. 

of wyne to J)e curat 1 ' J)ere he jaf to tythe alt to-gedere J)at 

his aerd bare bat sere, be same tyme, after- ward on be thredde Three days after, 

his vineyard 
i6 day, a preest, }>at was )je kny3tes brother, walkyd m J>e vyne- hung full of 

jerd, & sey3 itt full of grapys, & seyde to J>e knyjt : * why be 

nojt 3oure grapes gaderyd in joure vyne3erd ? ' f)e knyjt seyde: 

' It are gaderyd clene, f>ere is no grape left f>er-in ; god hath all 

2o for tythe.' )?e preest seyde : * f>e vynes were neuere so full of 

grapys as it are now.' pe kny^t wente, & sey^ it, & dede gadere and yielded 

^v^ v^ o more than ever, 

newe be grapys, & had more plente of wyn) ban he hadde beforn. The knight re- 

' '^ ^'' ^ •/ J niained fluthftil 

he thankyd god, & was trewe forth in his tytbyng tyl his ende. »" tithing, and. 

at last, went to 
24 and f>awne wente to heuen), to restoryn in party ))e place where lieaven. 

)?e auwgellys fyllen out. 

Ryjt so, 3if 36 tythen euyll, vfyih feendys je schul be born The false tither 

in 3oure ende to helle as J>e erl, but 36 leue [3oure synne], & 

28 make amendys in perfy3t penauws. 3^^ 3® tythe trewely, bawne but the honest 

one has profit 
schul 30 encresyn in ymre wordly good, & in 3owre ende gon to on earth, and 

J)e ix. ordrys of auwgellys in-to endles ioye ! Ad quod nos per- heaven! 

ducat &c. 



48 The Marriage between Relatives. The Three Lines of Kindred, [ch. vin. 

Cdi,^itu\um viij™. 
De gradibtw prohibitis in matrimonio coTiirahendo. 

HERE-befom I haue told 50U of euyl tytbyng bow it is an ^ 
artycle of f)e grete curs ; and ]?er-fore I tolde 50U bow 4 
je scbulde tytben for to saue 30U fro f)e grete curs, but now 

Marriage be- I Bcbal Ecbewe ^ou of be contract of matrimonye bow it is an 
tweennear ,« . , ..,., n*.iT 

relatives is an artycle of ^pe grete curs, wbann it is don m degrees forfendyd 
curse/ be lawe, wyttyng & wyllynge. 8 

It is prohibited % Contracte of matrimony in kynrede in-to )>e fyfte degre 
degree. IS forfendyd. as wban a man or womman, wyttynge, are 

weddyd to-gedere in }>e firste degre of kynrede, or in })e secwnde, 
or in J)e tbredde, or in }>e fertbe. In f)e fyfte degre )>ey mowe 12 
be weddyd to-gedere. 
The 3 lines of In kynrede are iij. lynes * : A lyne vpward, a lyne dounward, 
1. The ascendant a lyne on syde, croswayes. In be lyne vpward, bi fadyr is to be 

line from dau^h- . , 

tertofetherand in be first degre of kynrede: pi belsyre to be is m be sectmde 16 

grandftither.&c., ^ .® "^ .., 

degre : pi belsyres fadyr to ]?e is m ]7e tbredde degre; pi bel- 

syres belsyre to f>e is in f>e fertbe degre. to hym mayst ^po\x 

nojt be weddyd, but to J)e fadyr of J)i belsyres belsyre f>ou 

mayst be weddyd, for he is to f>e in J?e fyfte degre of kynred 20 

or from son to If In Jjis lyne vpward, J?i moder is to J?e in J?e firste degre of 

grand- kynrede ; pi beldame is to be in be secimde degre ; pi beldamys 

mother, &c. 

modyr is in J)e tbredde degre ; pe beldame of )>i beldame is to 

J)e in f>e fertbe degre. to here mayst l?ou nojt be weddyd, but 24 

to ]?e modyr of ^p\ beldamys beldame, f)ou mayst be weddyd, for 

\>ai is in J)e fyfte degre. 

a. The descend- IF In be lyne of kynrede douwward, pi sone to be is in be firste 

ent line from 1 v v , x x 

[Fol. 18 *b.] degre of kynrede ; pi sonys sone is | in f>e secwwde degre ; pe 28 
wi^ grand.***" sone of J)i sonys sone is in f)e tbredde degre. to J>e sone ^pai 
comyth of hym in f)e tbredde degre, mayst ^po\^. nojt be weddyd, 
for it is in J)e ferthe degre, but to ^pQ sone \>ai comyth of hym 
\>ai is in J>e ferthe degre, \>o\x mayst be weddyd, for he is in f)e 32 

* MS. in margin : * 3 gradus, id est de gradu sanguinitati8.' 



son. 



CH.V1II.] The Method of fixing the Degree of Relaticmship. 49 

M fyfte degre. IF Kyjt so, in be lyne douwward \ pi dowiter is to or trom ftither 

, , .to daughter and 

J)e in f)e firste degre of kynrede ; pi dowtery* dowter is in J)e grand-daughter, 
8ec^mde degre ; pe dowter of f>i dowterys dowter is in J>e tbredde 
4 degre. to ])e dowter \>at comyth of here mayt f>ou no^t be 
weddyd, for it is in f)e ferthe degre; but to f)e dowtyr J)at 
comytb of here in J>e ferthe degre ]?ou mayst be weddyd, for 
}pai is in l?e fifte " degre. 
8 %ln \>Q lyne ^pai goth out on syde', too bretheryn of* too 3.- The lateral 
systeryn, or a brothyr & a syster am in J?e first degre of kynrede. *^J SSere^or*' 
bretheryn or systeryne* chylderyn am in )je secwwde degre. pe and'Stwand' 
chyldryn J>at comyn of brethryn & systrynes chylderyn ben in JJ^its?***^'*" 

13 }je thredde degre. pe chyldryn \>ai comyn of hem }?at am in \>e 
thredde degre, mowe nojt be weddyd to-gedere, for f>ey am in f>e 
ferthe degre. pe chylderyn J)at comyn of hem ^pai am in J)e fyfte 
degre, may be weddyd to-gedere, for f)ei arn in ^pe fyfte degre. 

i6 U In ony of J^ise thre lynes afore-seyd, go to f>e stok, }pai is, in fixing the 

fadyr or modyr, & noumbre noat hem, but be first persone bat tionship in one 
, '. n \ ^ , of these lines, go 

comyth of f)at stok is f)e first degre ; pe Bec«mde persone fro back to the 

)?e stok is in }je secimde degre ; pe thredde persone fro J)e stok **^^ijj"fl 

ao is in f)e thredde degre ; pe ferthe persone fro J)e stok is in tJ^f^^*^^ 

J?e ferthe degre; pe fyfte persone fro J>e stok is in f)e fyfte 

degre. In J)e lyne \>ai goth out on syde, as too bretheryn or 

too sustryn, or brothyr & syster, )je chyld of J?e brothyr is in 

24 )je fyrste degre of kynrede fro J?e stok. of Jje o)?er brother 

comyn chylderyn, & of )>o chylderyn comyn chylderyn in f)e 

secwwde degre, and of }?o in J>e secwnde degre comyn chylderyn 

in f)e thredde degre fro J>e stok. pe chylderyn in \>q thredde 

38 degre of kynrede fro )je stok of J)e oJ)er brother & }>e chylderyn 

in ^pQ firste degre of kynrede fro f>e stok of f)e of>er brothyr am 

of kyn in J)e thredde degre. Loke in what degre J)e persone is 

bat is ferthest fro be stok, bat is, fro be brother or sustyr on In the lateral 
^ . line, the degree 

33 ]3e syde ; and in f)at degre am fro him alle J)e of>ere personys of ti»e remotest 

^ MS. in margin : ' linea descend^n^.' ' MS. ferthe. 

' MS. in margin : * Wnea, extensionis a latere.* 

* For of as a conjunction meaning OTy of. H. Bradley's edition of Strat- 
mann*8 Dictionary. 

E 



60 Degrees of Compaternity condituted by Baptism and Confirmation, [ch. vm. 

must first be on IpQ oper syde ]>at comyn of }pe lyne of J^e 6\per brother & 

the Mune de^frae suster. In ]7e same degre of kynrede ]>at he is in ]>at is ferthest 

related to the fro ]>e stok, JTot is, fro })e o brother on ]7e o syde, in }>e same 

*joiiy>Bi8 degre of kynrede to hym is he J>at is next }>e stok, Jwt is, next of 4 

®^j^^*^^« kynrede to J>e o}?er brothir on ))e o})er syde. Pr^dicta colligi 

brotha^r*^* possuwt : ex^mv. de consan^mtiofe, c. vlttmo ^, & c® ' Tua nos *,* 

sister. ^ ex^ai?. de testt6tt«, ' Meet ex quadam ',' & c. * Non diehet *.' 

The prohibited ffals contract of matrinionie is also in gostly kynred of C 

tod kindred, baptem '^ & of confirmacyoim. il pe chyld baptized & his god- 9 

constituted 

dtherbybap- fadyr & god-modyr arn of kyn. pe chyld baptized & his god- 

fadyr & godmodyr am of kyn. pe chyld baptized & }>e chyl- 
deryn of his god-fadyr & god-modyr am of kyn, jjowj )?ey be la 
bastardys. pe chyld baptyzed & J?e wyif of his god-fewiyr or 
J)e husbond of his god-modyr am of kyn, ^if ^p% wyif of his god- 
fadyr was fleschly knowyn of his god-fadyr before J)e tyme )?at 
he answeryd for him, or ^if )>e husbonde Qf his god-modyr 16 
knewe fleschly his god-modyr, er sche answeryd for him. pe 
fadyr & })e modyr of )>at chyld baptysed & J)e god-fadir & J)e 
god-modyr of J^at chyld arn of kyn. pe chyld baptized & he 

[Fol. 19 a.] J>at baptyzed f>e chyld am of kyn. f>e chyld | baptyzed &^pQ 20 
chylderyn of hym Jwt baptized hym, bastardys or of)ere, am of 
kyn. pe chyld baptized & J>e wyif of hym }x»t baptyzed him, 
jif he knewe here fleschly before, am of kyn. Jje chyld baptized 
& ])e hasbonde of his god-modyr arn of kyn, ^if ^pe husbonde 24 
knewe here fleschly before, he J)at baptized & fodyr & modir 
of J)e chyld }x»t is baptized am of kyn. 

or confirmation. IF In confirmacyouw • of Jje bysschop, J?e chyld conf ermyd & l?e JJ 
god-fadir J?ere, or J>e god-modyr, am of kyn. pe child con- 28 
fermyd & J>e chylderyn of hem ]?at answeryd am of kyn. pe 
chyld confermyd & })e wyif of hym f)at answeryth arn of kyn, 
jif he knewe here fleschly be-forn. pe chyld confermyd & \>q 

* c. 9. X. de cons, et affin. 5. 14 [Corp. Jur. Ganonici ii. 704]. 

* Ibid. c. 7 [ii. 703]. 

' c. 47. X. de testibus et attestationibns 2. 20 [ii. 337]. 
^ c. 8. X. de consangninitate et affinitate 4. 14 [ii. 703]. 
' MS. in margin : ' de baptismo.* 

* MS. in margin : ' de confirmactone.* 



cH. viii.] Marriage prohibited until the Fifth Degree of Affinity. 51 

hosbonde of here am of kyn, ^yf sche were fleschly knowyn of 
here husbonde, er sche answeryd. And )>ei ^pai answeryn a-fom 
)>e byBSchop & J)e fadyr & )>e modyr of )>e chyld confermyd am 

4 of kyn. pe chyld confermyd & he }>at confermyth am of kyn. 
pe chyld confermyd & )>e chylderyn of hym J?at confermyth am 
of kyn. pe chyld confermyd & J)e wyif of hym Jwt confermyth 
am of kyn, jif his wyif were of hym fleschly knowyn be-fome. 
8 He ^pai confermyd & fadyr & modyr of J>e chyld confermyd 
am of kyn. Alle f)iBe degrees, in fleschly kynrede or in gostly 
kynrede, be baptem) or be confirmacyoun, are forfendyd fro 
contracte of matrimonye be lawe & in peyne of cursyng. and 

I a jif personys be weddyd in ony of f)ise degrees, J)ey owyn to be 
deportyd asundre. 'EiLtravagarOes de cogno^tcwie sptrt^nali, * Ne 

(Sf dum,' libro yj.*, & capitvlo ' Qt^amuis \* 

In affinite ', contracte of matrimonye is forbodyn in }>e same Marriage be- 

• 1 ^ ..,..-. 1 , All , . tween persons 

z6 peyne as m kynrede m-to pe fyffce degre. as pus : Alle )>at arn connected by 
of )>y wyues kyn, or of J)i lemmannys kyn, in-to J)e fyfte degre of ^^^den to the 
kynrede, am of f>in afiPynite, in }?e same degre of affinyte Ipai The degrees of 
)>ei are to f)i wyif in kynrede. And J>ou won»man, alt f)e kyn of SStvwith h?^^ 

ao \>m husbonde in-to J?e fyfte degre, & of \i lemman also, am of pJS^the de^ 
\>xa affinite in l?e same degre of affinite \>ai J)ey are to J)in S^the^hw^ 
husbonde, or to J?i lentmsm, in kynrede. eidln^va^cmUa de con- ^* 
sanguinitate et dlfinitate^ ' Non ^ebel ^! 

34 })e kynrede of }pi wyif, or of )>in husbonde, or of J)i lemman, in 
]?e firste degre is of ))in affinite in ]?e ferst degre ; and )?e secuTide 
degre of kynrede is to J)e }?e secimde degre of affinite, and so 
forth to f>e thredde & to f)e ferthe degre of kynrede of \>\ wyif, 

a8 }>ei ben of J>e same degre of affinite to l?e, and to none of J>e foure 

degrees mayst ou be weddyd ; but to )>e fyfte degre in affinite \>om 

mayst be weddyd. xxxv. ({ueatio iij. * Sane * ' ; & capitulo ' Porro*.' It is not ftjr- 

pow J)ou mo we nojt be weddyd to none of "pe kynrede of pi a person who 

may nave oeen 

33 wyif, or of J)in husbonde, or of pi lemman, in-to pe fyfte degre, ™*''^Hfi 
J?ou my^t, }>ow5, be weddyd to man or womman pat weryn Jgjijy *^"* *>y 

* c. I. cogn. spir. in Vlto. 4. 3 [li. 1067]. . * Ibid, a 3 [ii. 1068]. 
^ MS. in margin : * de affinitate.* ' See p. 50, note 4. 

* c. 14. C. 35. qu. 2. et 3 [i. i 267]. • Ibid. c. 2a [i. 1270]. 
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52 Second Marriage in Lvfe-timeofthe First Spouse. Marriage with a Nun, [ch.vhi. 

husbonde or wyif to hym )?at was of )?i wyues kyn or of \>m 

husbondys kyn ; as )jus : )ji wyif is deed ; J)ou myjte wedde here 

brotherea wyif. jif J)in husbonde be deed, J)ou myjt be weddyd 

to his suBter«« husbonde. entravagarUes de consan^mmtote & 4 

&ffmitate, 'Non debet \' 

J^^ni^ II Also }ji kynrede, Jjowj ]?ei be of affinite to pm husbonde, or 

***« W»c*i^e to pi wyif, or to ]>i lemman, pei be nojt, Jjowj, of affinite to pe 

couple. kynrede of }ji husbonde or of }ji wyif. for pe fadir & J)e sone 8 

may weddyn pe oon pe dame & an-o]7er pe dowjter. two 

bretheryn may weddyn two susteryn. 'Extravagantes de con- 

sanguinitate & aMnitate, ' [Quod] super hiis V 

In pis affinite wyt7*-ynne pe fyfte degre, is matrimonie 12 

[Fol. 19 b.] forfendyd, for it lettyth matrimonye to be sacryd, & jif it be | 

sacryd after pe affinite, ]7er0 owyth to be made a devorce. 

aecmuhim Rican^um, die^tTiccto xj.' 

After having If Also, aif bou make a contraete of matrimonie to oon persone Jf 

oonfmcteda ' ^ r . ^ cs' 

puurriagein due wvtA futt acorde of 20U bothe, in sayinff bus : ' Here I take be 16 

form, it 18 im- ^ ^ -^ ^ */ o r r 

PfgjiWei^ to *^ "^y ^^^/ *^^ s<5^® seyth ajen : * here I take pe to myn 
dui™^?ife- ^'isbonde ; ' powj non othe be made, ne trewthe ply^tyng, ne no 
8*^uM, **** *^ fleschly knowyng, ne no wytnes be pere, & afterward pan makyst 20 
a contraete wytA an-o]?er, leuyng* J)e first persone, ]?i sectmde con- 
traete is a fals contraete of matrimonie & spouse-breche '^, for trewe 
matrimonie is in pe firste contraete, jif in pe ferst contract were no 
lawfutt lettyng. eiUrav, de spon«aZi6t«, c. *Ex sponsaK6w«'.' 24 

not even in % Also, jif bou be weddyd here in bis cuntre, & ffost fro bi 

another coun- ' ^ r ^^ r » o r 

try- make in-to an-o}jer cuntre, & art weddyd pere to an-o)jer 

persone, lyuyng J)i ferst make be J)i wyttyng, J)ere is a fals 

contraete of matrimonye. "EsUravagantea de Bjponaalibu^ '^. 28 

The marriage IF 3^^ po^ wedde a nunne wyttynge, or ony womman bat hath 
with a nun is 



null 



* c. 8. X. de cong. et aff. 4. 14 [ii. 703]. « Ibid. cap. 5 [ii. 702]. 

• Ricardus Anglicua (Bishop of Chichester 12 14, of Salisbury 12 17, of 
Durham 1228, died there 1237), ' Bistinctiones super Decretis/ extant only 
in MSS. (Gf. Schulte, Geschichte des Canonischen Rechts, vol. i. p. 183.) 

* To mean : living ; cf. 1. 26. 

^ MS. in mai^n : * contractus matrimonii licitf<« et illicitus.' 

• c. un. de sponsalibus et matrimoniis in Vlto. 4. i [ii. 1065]. 
' ? c. 31. X. de spons. et matrim. 4. i [ii. 672]. 



CH. VIII.] The Story of the Torments of an Adulterous Couple. 58 

made a solemue vow of chastyte, "pat contracte is fals. ^if ony 

nunne, or ony clerk wythriime holy ordrys, or ony relygyow* 

professyd, make ony contracte of weddyng, ]Jat contracte is fals. 

4 In alle )?ise degrees forsayde, ])at is to seyne, in alle degrees 

of fleschly kynrede, & of gostly kynrede, & of affinite, & opere 

degrees, as I haue schewyd ^ou befom, contract of matrymonye 

is forfendyd. And aif it be sacryd, ber owyth be lawe to be A marriage con- 
, w « , /, . , . , tractedlnthin 

8 made a deuorce. Der-fore knowytn pise degrees in ^otur herte, & one of these de- 
' ^ J o ^ greee, must be 

beth war« \>at je be nojt weddyd, ne make no contract of matri- oivoroed. 

• monye in swyche degrees, for dreed of curs I And jif je fynde 

50U gylty in J)ise degrees weddyd, jerne in ^our confessiouw beth 

I a gouemyd be \>e couTiseyl of jowr^ confessour. 

[The Tormented C<mple.'] 

d| Helymandw* 6icit * : bere was a colyere, bat made colys. he One night, a 
' *' * *' collier of the 

was poore, but he was a good lyuere, & he was homlych & wel county of 

i6 belouyd to an erl, comitatw« meruemencw. on a nyjt, as he (Mervinia?), 

wooke his dyche of colys, whil Jjey weryn in brennyng, sodeynly 

a wowiman nakyd ran abowte be colys brennynge, and after here saw a naked 

" J w V o / woman pursued 

rood a man wyih a swerd drawyn. he styked here thrugh here ^^.v****!!^™*'* 
3o body, as hym ^ thow^te, raanye a tyme, tyl sche lay as deed, ^^jero^her 
\>anne he kest here in-to \>e fyre, & alt for-brente here, lie^^^j^j^ 
drowe here out of f>e fyre, & toke here vp-on )>e hors a-fom thehoii^"*** 
hym, & rood away. J)us he dede manye dyuerse nyjtes. At ]>e SS^ her out ^ 
34 laste, ])e colyere wente & tolde it to ]>e erl. )?e erl, wytA )?e SSJ^^JSh the 
colyere, wokyn J)at cole-pytt. pe womman nakyd com i^en & ])e havmg seen this 
man on be hors, & he turmentyd bat womman as he dede the collier told 

'^ . it to the earl, 

be-fome. And whawne he hadde here on his hors, & schulde go, who joined him 

'^ m his watch. 

a8 pe erl wytA-stood hym, & askyd hym what he was. He seyde Then, the horse- 
to J>e erl : 'I was ^oure knyght, swyche a persone \>at falsly was stoiy tothe 
weddyd to my wyif, & fals I haue be to here of my body. And the woman had 
jjis womman was J)e wyif of ]>ai knyjt falsely also weddyd to unlawfully, 

32 hym. per-fore I had no grace to louyn my wyif, ne J)is womman wherefore ^h 
had no grace to louyn here husbonde, for we weryn false to hem grace to love the 

^ MS. in margin : ' narracio de false matrimonio.* 
^ i. e. the collier. 
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}pai we made first contract wytA, but I & sche ]7us had medlyd 

snd they both to-gederd loDg tyme in avowtrye, & wolde no^t leuyn tyl ny^ 
lived Id adul- 
tery, oure ende, and ]?anne we wer« schryuen w^ gret contrycyoun, 

Thereibre they and ellys we hadde be dampnyd wyt^utyn ende. p<7^fore, bus 4 

had to endure , 

those fearftu of me eu«ry nyjt sohe is turmentyd. in euery stroke of my 

[Fol. 20 a.] swerd sche hath more peyne ]?an | man in his deth, whanne his 
herte brestyth asundre, and ^t sche hath myche more peyne in 
herd brennyng. pe hors ^pai I sytte on is )>e feend ^pai 8 
turmentyth vs bothe, on J)e whiche feend I suffre so myche peyne, 
J)at, J>ow5 alle tungys to-gedere my^te spekyn, Jjey schulde nojt 
tellyn my peyne/ 

Unlawful matri- Lo I bere feds contracte is of matrimonye, afUr-ward bere is no 1 2 

mony leads to 

mscord, adui- grace of trewe loue, but dyscord, & avowterye, & horryble peyne 
ribie pains. in here ende. 

[The EesGue of a Faithful Wife,] 

At a piUageof IT JacobtM de Yitriaco \ he seyth : Whan a cyte liodiencM was 1 6 

Li^(?),aTir- ^ ^ 

tuous woman dystroyed of brabantynes, wommen of bat cyte for dreed of 

tned to escape ^ >' ^7 r ^ 

deaiement hy_ dyffoulyng fleddyn awey, & oon of hem swam in J)e flood, for to 

TOed w'^and ^^VT^ ^^^ chast fro ^po brabantynes. two of J)e enmyes rowyd 
the^^?*** after in a boot, & tokyn her in-to J)e boot, and woldyn a leyn ao 

by here. Sche seyde sche was wyif trewly weddyd, and sche 
But preferring wolde no^t be fals to here husbonde ; rathere sche wolde takyn 
J^e, «he here deth. sche brast out of here hondys, & felle a^en in-to ^pe 
awdn^^By^her ®®®* *°^ ^® ^®^^ B^yppy^g out of }je boot, J)e boot ouyrtumyd, 24 
twSed ovM^* & drenchyd Jx) two men. and sche, for here trewe loue in 
suers were'" matrimonye, be grace of god, wente to I)e londe wytA-outyn 
rowned. harm of body & soule, & in here ende com) to heyj ioye. 

As god suffred J?e avowtrerys to drenchyn, and sauyd here }pai *8 
God punishes kept here chast, so god schal suffre hem }pai ben no^t trewe in 

saves faithfw matrimonie to perysche in peyne, but bey amendyn hem, and 
spouses. 

' schal} sauyn hem ]7at arn trewe in matrimonye to endles blysse. 
Ad qtM>d &c. 32 

' MS. in margin : ' narrocio.* 
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Capitulum. nonum. 

Recapi^ulacio compeTwiiosa axiiculoru/m sentencie 
excommuTiicacionis. 

^ ^TTE denouTMjyn hem alle acnrsed, dampnyd, & departyd fro Accursed are 
5 ▼ ▼ god to Sathan, pe feend, ]>ai wyttyngly & malycyously 
depriuen of here ryght & of here lawe holy cherche, chapel}, infWngers of 
chirche-jerd, or ony place halwyd or priuylegyd. And alle ]>o ^JJ^^?*^*^ 
8 \>at brekyn, dystroyen, dysturblyn, or lettyD, ony poynt of 
fredom pat longyth to holy cherche, eyther general or specysdt 
fredam, eyther s'piritaal or temporal, whethir it be fat sum 
cherche in party hath more oon p&n sm-oper. And alle \>o 

13 pat pnrchasyn wryttes or lottery* in lay court, for to lette pe 
lawe of holy cherche & pe proces J?er-of.of swhyche causys as 
longyth skylfuUy to cristen) court, pai aw^ie to be demyd be non 
oper lawe. And alle J)o pat lettyn ony man pat is somonnyd, 

1 6 or pat hath appelyd to pe court of rome, pat he may nojt 
defendyn him }?ere, to pursewyn his ryjt. And alle J?o pat 
brekyn, bre^inyn, or robbyn,holy cherche, chapelt, place relygyous, destroyers 
place halwyd or priuylegyd, in vyolence or malyce, opynly or 

30 priuely, or holy cherche godys, or opere mennys godys, leyd in 

pe holy places to be kept. And alle bat stelyn holy cherche and purioiners 

of church goods; 
godys out of placys vnhalwyd. And alle }?o pat am wel payed 

pat swyche thynges are don in here name of here sugettys. And 

34 alle bo bat in vyolence beryn, or drawyn, or do beryn, man or violators of 

the church's 
wowiman out of holy cherche, or cherch-jerd, or cloystre, or out asylum ; 

of ony oper place, halwyd or priuylegyd, pat fleeth thedyr for 

socour & helpe, but in suche causys as pe lawe jeuyth leue. 

38 And alle )?o J»at forbydden or lettyn hem of here lyiflode, or 

hem agrevyn in body or in | here good, whyl J>ei be pere, IT And [I'd. 20 b.] 
alle pat are wel payed pat swyche thynges be don in here name. 
& alle f>at jyuen J?er-to helpe, couwseyl, or fauour. % And alle 

33 Jjo Jjat in vyolence wastyn, brekyn, peryschen, dystroyen, destroyers and 
ocupyen, stelyn, beryn, ledyn awey, or do ledyn awey, pe godys ^J^^ ^^ 
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^pai longyfch to grauwgys, manerys, or oJ)er possessyouws, of 

erchebisBchopys, bysschopys, or of ony oJ?ir men of holy cherche, 

a^ens J)e wylt of hem or of hew deputees Jwt am keperys of ]?o 

placys & of J)o godys. H And alle \>at helpyn J?er-to, or jyuen 4 

protectors of counseyl or fauour. And alle ]x) \>ai in here howsys or in 

towne kepin or defendyn an opyn theef, after J)e tyme )jey be 

thryes monestyd of here ordinarye, in specyal or in general, but 

thieves, robbers, )?ey puttyn hym awey fro hem. % And alle opyn thevys, & alle 8 
murderers ; 

false raueynery*, murderery*, ny^t- thevys. Alle clerkys wyt^-in 

clerks who wear holy ordrys bat beryn armys a^ens be pes, & felawyn hem yryih 
ftrms ; 

theuys & wytA euylt lyverys. IT And alle J?at receyvyn or takyn 
those who pre- ony mede, for to lettyn ]?e pes, ^pai ^pe partyes ]?at stryuen to- 1 2 
ment of gedyr^ in be la we schulde nojt ben acordyd. % And alle false 

pleaders; 

false and dis- tytherys, & alle J)at stelyn tythe, or wrongfully wythholdyn it, 
onesttit ers; ^^ ^^^ malyce or false custom) dystroyen tythes, or don hem be 

dystroyed, or wastyn hem, or beryn hem awey, or lettyn hem to 16 
be led out of here londys, or tythen J)e lesse or ^pe werse, but jif 
]?ei mowe haue sum^Tie ^iftes, or wyl no^t suffere ^po tythes to be 
led out of here londys be wayes vsed of old tyme, but be cumpas 

and those who aboute. % And alle bat takyn vp here cost or here expensis, or 20 

deduct their / v t jt / 

expens^ before jyuen )>er-of, or spendyn )?er-of, of ony parcel!, tyl it be first 

tithe, hool tythed ^ to-gydere, or ellys sett on, or told in ]?e noumbre, 

as of hey^, com, wode, fruyte, wolle, chese, fysschyng, foulyng, 

except mer- & of alt manere thynges tythable, saaf of chaffaryng, of laborer^*, 24 

workmen ; of men of craffc ; here resonable expensys ]?ere abowte awjte ferst 
to be takyn vp in reknyng, & J)e tythe of ^pQ remenaunt owjte to 
be payed to tythe. But Jji cost abowte ^p\ com, or abowtyn Jjin 
hey, ne for makyng of chese, ne scheryng of wolle, ]?ou schalt 28 
nojt rekene \>i cost, but payen trewly \>i tythe & hooly. and yi 
)?ou do nojt Jms, ]?au depryuest holy cherct of his fredom & of 
his ry^t. ffor J)e cherct frely, wytA-oute thraldom, schulde 
haue hool his tythe, wytA-oute lessyng & apeyryng, wytA-oute 3 a 
reknyng of ony cost, or of expenses. IT And alle Jjo am acursed 

thoTO who pre- Jjat for malyce forbydden o)?ere folk )?at J?ey schulde no^t ofieryn 
at weddynges, at puryficacyouws, at mortuaryes, but o messe- 
1 MS. * tythed hool tythed.* 
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peny. & jif ony mo be offryd, alle \>ai takyn ]?at ofifryng to 
here vse or to oJ?ere« vse, ajens J)e wyll of hem to whom }?e 
offiyng longyth. % And alle ^pai lettyn hem-self or 6)pete men of 

A here offrynges, or of ony ojjer swyche deuocyouw. And alle \>ai 
takyn or ocupyen to here owyn vse or to ony d^peres vse ony or purloin, 
ojjere offrynge« at masse, at ymagys, at crossys, at relykes, in 
cherch or in cherch-jerd, chapel or porche, or in ony o]?er place 

8 of towne ; or f>e offrynges stele, or dyspose fwr ony vsage, or for 

ony colour of ony good werk, a^ens ^pQ wyll of hem to whom J)e 

offryngcfi longyn; & alle )?at jyuen )?er-to comanndement, fauowr, 

couwseyl, or helpe. IF And alle Jjo )?at forsake to folfylle J>e and who hinder 

tho imprison- 
13 comanndment of be kyng to takyn hem to prisouw bat ben mentofti^eex- 
"* , •" communicate; 

opynly acursyd, & haue leyn | )?ere-in xl. dayes. And alle Jjat [Fol. 21 a.] 

vnryjtfully helpyn hem to be delyuered out of pnsouw, ajens ]>e 

assent of hem \>ai acursyd hem, and tyl ^pQy haue made amendys 

i6 & satysfaccyouTi. ^And alle bo \>ai arestyn, or enprysouw and who im- 

prison* 
wrongefully, ony man of holy cherche, wherfore he resygneth or 

forsakyth his benefyce, for malyce. IF And alle lay-men \>ai 

wrongfully & w^-outyn auctoryte settyn ony man of holy 

2o cherche in stockys a^ens his wytt, or wytA-holdyn hym, or kepyn 
hym opynly or priuely in prysouw, in feterys, or in ony ojw 
bondys. IT And alle )?at leyn hand in vyolens on ony man of lay hands on, 
holy cherch. And alle J)at myjten lettyn it, & wytt nojt. And 

34 alle }?at comaundyn here sugettys Jjer-to, and alle Jwt am wel 
payed \>ai [it] is don in here name, & alle Jjat consente ]jer-to. 
And alle \>at mayntenyth, helpe, jeuyth couwseyl or couwfort 
per-to, where-thrugh ]>at violence is don & perfoormyd. IF And 2n ®**?®*p*^ 

38 alle po pat dyffoulyn, dyspoylew, or robbyn, ony man of holy 
cherche, or falsely comettyn ony fals cause in dyspyjt or in 
slauwdre of hym, for hate or for vengauTice, wywnyng or loue, 
ajens ony of holy cherch, or a^ens pe lawe or ryjt of hym. 

33 II And alle bat lettyn be iurysdyccyoun of prelatys, as wyih and who hinder 

•• ' the jurisdiction 

gret cumpanye & strengthe, wyih gret dyn & aray, goinge to of prelates and 

DlSllOpS i 

ony court of holy cherch, and turbelyn pe ordynaryes, and here 

offycerys, & oper peple ]?ere present, pat pe ofiyce & pe iugement 

36 is wrongefully lettyd. And alle J)o [Jjat] lettyn pe excecucyouw 



58 Hinderers of Testament Making, Fraudulent Donors. [ch. ix. 

of here lawfdtt maundementy^, or takyn, or betyn, dyffoulyn, or 
vexin wrongfully, ]>e hererys of J>o maundementy^. And alle 
J>at endyjtin, arestyn, or enprysonyn, or vexin in lay-court, or 
do it be don, or procure ony dyssese, to hem Jjot ry^tfully 4 
pforsewyd in cristen-court a^ens here aduersaryes; or dyssese 
here iuge, here aduocatys, procuratowre, or opere mynistrye of ]>e 
court, or ony o)?er \>at helpyn J?er-to. ^ And alle lordys, & here 
baylyes, & ojjere, Jjat forbyddyn here tenauntye, or here bonde- 8 
men, or oJ)er men wyt^inne here lordschip), ]>at )jei schulde 
nojt gon out of Jmt lordschip), \>oyr^ \)ei [be] somouwyd to apere 
afom here lawfu!) ordynarye for here trespace, or to preue 
a testament of ]>e dede ; or in courtys & letys of here lordys 1 2 
lettyn, or do lettyn, or procuryn Jjer-to, ]>ai prelatys mowe no^t 
lawMly con^ctyn here sngetty^ for here dy&wtys. f And 
and who hinder alle )>at lettyn \>e makyng of a lawfutt testement, or chaungyn, 
testaments, or procuryn to lettyn, J)e laste wyll of ]>e dede, of bonde or fre, 16 
seruauTit or prentys, of ^ sengle or of weddyd, of here owne 
wyues, or of ojpere mennys wyues, in suche thynges ]>ai "pej 
mowe beqwethe be lawe or be custonD. % And alle J)at lettyn 
\>e prouyng of suc^ testamentys. IT And alle 'pe lordys of \>e ao 
and the pay. fee, & obere lordys, & here baylyes, bat wytt noat suffryn be 

xnent of debts 

of the dead; dettys of \>e dede poi were here tenau9itye or bonde- men, or 

oJ?ere ]?at dyen vntestat, or here servauwtys, to be payed of Ipe 

meueable godys of ]>e dede to ]>e dettourye, or to holy cherche, 24 

or to dpere, as J)e wyll of \>e dede was; ne J?e porcyouw to be 

payed to wyif & chylderyn of ]>e dedys good, \>at longyth to 

and who seize hem be lawe. If And alle lordys, & here baylyes, & obere, bat 

more of the 

dead man's tahyn to hem be godys of be dede ouyr }>e lawful): dette dewe 28 

property than 

[Fol. 21 b.] to hem, feynyng wrongfully in here stretys }>at ]>e \ dedys 
is due to them; ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ sufl&cient to acquyten fe dettys to here lord, 
& alle holderys wytA hem, counseylourye, mayntenoury«, couwr 
fortourye, comaundourye, and alle ]>at am wel plesyd ]?at 32 

and who make Bwyche dedys are don in here name or in here seruyse. IT And 

fraudulent 

donations; alle J)at On here dede-bed, or in ony o|>er tyme of here 

lyue, ^euyn awey here good in defraude of opere men, pat of 

» MS. or. 



CH. IX.] Buturbersof th£Pe<icey PoUuters of Churches, Witche9^ Heretics^ ike. 59 

)je residue may nojt be payed here dettys to holy cherche, 
ne to qwyke & dede, ne to wyif & chyld J)e porcyouw Jjot 
longyth to hem be lawe. And alle ]?at takyn swyche ^iftes 

4 for defraude, & alle Jwt procure ]?er-to, or conseylin, defendyn, 
monestyn, or bryngin in. II And alle \>o J)at reysin or steryn disturbers of 
stryif ajens {)e pes of holy cherch, of J?e kyng, & of })e reme, be church, the 
powers, dede, or counseyl, or comettyn, couwfortyn, or ymagyn, '•eaim ; 

8 deth, tresouw, or ony oJ)er dysceyte, to ]?e kyng, to the qween, 

or to ony of here chylderyn. % Alle ')pai conspyrin a^ens hem, conspirators, 

all« tretours, alle Gomoxm baratours, vpraysery^ of ^ ynry^tfutt 

batayles, alle comoun ryserys, alle felou9»s & here maynteynoury*, 

1 3 cou7ifortour^«, confederatours, & conspiratours. Alle ]^t takyn 

on hande wyttyngly false quarellys, alle fals wytnes-berery«, raise witnesses. 

, . EWijurers, Ac. ; 

& forswererys on ]?e holy doom afore a iuge, m eythir lawe. 

And alle ^pai don hem forsweryn hem wyttyngly, or hyre hem, 
1 6 or teche hem, or counseylin, mayntenyn, procuryn, or brynge' 

forth. ^ And alle hous-brewnerys malycyously, but it be in incendiaries ; 

leeffutt werrys. % And alle J?at fey5tin, or drawe blood in iwHuters of 

vyolens, or defoule vryih leccherye, or wytA o]?er horryble synwe, 
ao ony place halwyd, wherfore it nedyth to be reconsyled ajen, 

& alle mansleers, but in suche causys ]?at ^pe lawe excusyth. 

% And alle ^pai leyn bond in vyolens on fadjrr or modyr, or on and those who 

godfadyr & godmodyr. And alle Jwt dystroyin in ^pe moder^« their parents; 
24 wombe ony chyld, or slene wytA drynkys, or -wy^h o}?ere craffces, miscarriage; 

after J)e tyme J)ey haue lyif, or puttyn here chyldren to be fels 

eyres. IF And alle wycches, & heretykes, & loUardys, & alle }?at and witches. 

beleuyn on here heresye. alle pat fauouryn hem, or defendyn, lards. 
28 beryin, or do beryin, suche men, heretykes or Jje beleuerys on 

hem, in ony holy place, & alle here mayntenour^e or fauourery*. 

^ And alle )?at beleue nojt on )?e sacrament of ]?e awtere J)at it misbelievers; 

is goddys body, his flesch & blood in lyknes of breed & wyne. 
32 IF And alle ]?at beleue no^t in ]:>e o]:>ere sacramenty« & in ]?e 

artycles of )?e feyth, as )je cherch of rome beleuyth & techyth. 

IF And alle aduokatys Jjot puttyn forth false excepcyouws and ^wyers 

to lettyn trewe raatrimonye, or in o)5er causys, a^ens ry^t, ^^"^,5^°^ 

» MS. &, 
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by vexatious wherfore J)e proces of f>at cause is hyndryd, & )?e lengerc lettyd 

and those who & delayid. f And alle ]?at makyn & vsyn wyttyngly false 

measures; auncerys, false wey^tys, false busschellys, or o]?ere mesurys, 

o)jer-wyse J)an ]?e statute of ]?e parlement wytt, and a5ens }?e 4 

and infringers kyngea standard. HAnd alle bo bat don aaens ony of be 
of the Great '' ,^ ^ . / '^ . , i. f 

Charterand the articles, contenyd m be irret cnartr« or m be cnartre of be 
Oharterofthe ^ . ' a n 1, , . , . . .7^1 

Porests; forest. IF And alle relygiot*^ men pat mynystre, wytA-oute leve 

m«i** who^^"" & auctoryte, to letteryd or to laymen, ]?e sacrament of )5e 8 

wSaments* awtere, or J)e last anoyntyng, or sollemnysyn matrimonye, or 

thority;*^ asoyle folk Jjat ben acursyd, eythir be lawe or be constitucyouw, 

but in suche causis J)at J?e lawe jeuyth leue, or asoyle folk 

and those who ' a pena & a culpa.' IF And alle ]?at puttyn ony debat or plee 1 2 

[Pol. 22 a.] in ony patronage of ony cherche, whan it | is voyd, wrongfully, 

of a patron ; wherfore ]?e verry patrouw is lettyd of his ry^t, fat tyme. IF And 

and who marry alle bat makyn ony contracte of matrimonye, or are weddyd to- 
in any pro- 

hibited degree geder^, wetyngly, in ony degre of kynrede or of affynyte, 16 
or oompater- bene]7e )?e fyfte degre, or in degrees of compatcmyte, \>ai comyth 
in answeryng for a chyld in baptem or in confirmacyoun. 
and nuns, % And alle nuwnys & relygyous, and alle clerkys wytA-iwne holy 

clerks, or other *' "^ "" 

persons who ordrys, ]?at makyn swyche contractys, or are weddyd to-gedyre. 20 
cJ»"ti*y»^d ^ And alle )x) ^pat han made a solemne avowe of chastyte, \>at 
^^*"^' makyn matrimonye or contracte }?er-after. IF And alle ^pai are 

weddyd to-gedyr in degrees for-fendyd be lawe. If And alle 
and priests who preestys ^pat wyttyngly, & be here fre wylt, solewnysen ony 34 

solemnize such , , . _ _ , . « , 

marriages; suche matnmonyes, or ony weddynge«, but of here owyn pery- 

schenys, wytA-oute leue ; or solemnysen ony matrymonye, wytA- 

oute ]?e banys askyd. IF And alle ]>ai do swyche weddynge* be 

solemnysed be strengthe or dreed ; and alle \>ai ben present 28 

and those who, ber-att wyttynge, & consentyng ber-to. IF And alle bat beryin, 

in tune of inter- ,,.. . «. , -ii^-i 

diet, bury or do beryin, in sayntuarye in tyme of interdycte dede bodyes, 

persons in holy ./ ' ^ ./ v .^, 

places, or who or in place enterdy^te ony 6)per tyme beryin, or do beryin, hem 
municate8,here- in sayntuarye ^pai dyed acursed be name, or opyn heretykes, or 3 2 

opyn goueler^d, a^ens ]?e lawe, tyl ]?ey haue made restitucyouw. 
andwh9Ket % And alle opyn gouelerys am acursed. IF And alle )x) ]?at, in 
d^ath^^aud' P®^^ of deth, or in ony oJ)er nede, arn assoyled of a symple 
'S^nftrm^*^^ preest of a sentence of }?e gret curs, and 3if )>ei rekeuere & scape 36 
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bat peryl, & gon no^t banue to hym bat hath powers be lawe after their re- 

oovery * 
to takyn of hym herg penauTice, ]>ei fallyn a^en in-to ]>e same 

sentence. IF And whanne a man is assoyled of be court of and who get 

absolution from 

4 Rome, or of a legate, & is bodyn com) hom to his dyocesan, or ^ Ctourt of 

to his ordynarye, to takyn his penauns of hym, & to make J^gJj^^J^J® 

satisfaccyouw, but he do so as he was bodyn, he fallyth ajen ^^^"'^^"^'^^pj 

in-to be same sentens. II And alle bat falsyn be popys bullys, and who ftiimfy 
, ^ •• ./ r IT jry w 7 the pope's bulls; 

8 or his selys, or vsyn wyttyngly ony suche false bullys & selys ; 
And alle ]>ai defendyn or fauouryn hem. U And alle forster^a, and fbresters. 

beadles bailif^u 

bedelys, & baylyes, ]>ai makyn scottalys, or gaderyn schevys, or who abuse their 

office to their 
ony swyche gadryng makyn be colour of here offyce. And alle profit; 

13 ]?o pat ^eujn leue to sleen, or to takyn, to harmyn, or to greuyn, *"^*^°^ jjL 
or to hynderyn in ony dper manerc, J)e iugys of holy cherc^ tg *^ronoSnoer 
or ony of here mynystry«, or ony of here meyne, in here body or 2J[t1JS^™°^""*' 
in here catett, for )5ei ^af a lawful sentens of suspendyng, or of 

i6 cursyng, or of enterdy^tyng, on kyng or on prynce, on lord or 
on barouw, or on ony o\>er, greet or sroatt. H And alle )x) ]>at 
agreuyn hem for whom ]>e ]>e sentence was ^ouyn, or agrevyn 
hem ])at keptyn pat sentence, or agreuyn hem pat denouwsed 

ao pe sentens. H And alle J?o pat takyn owjt wrongfully of }?o 
personys for-seyd, but pej restoryn it wytA-in viij. dayes. % And 
alle pat vsyn suche leue, & arn so hardy be pat leve, to don so 
cursedly. IF And alle )x) pat compellyn a preest to seyn dyvyn) and who compel 

24 seruyse in place ent^rdyte, or, be ryngyng of bellys, or in ony °p^^^^^^}^^^ 
oper wyse, in tyme of entardyte, clepyn in pe peple to dyuyne 
servise. H And alle bo bat byddyn hem bat arn enterdysted, or or who bid the 

. Ill .11. 1 1 interdicted not 

opynly acursyd, J^at )?ei go nojt out of pe cherche, whiTI goddys to leave the 

38 seruyse is in doyng, )?ow5 J)ei be warnyd & bedyn gon out. 

% Alle ]?o pat arn so warnyd to gon out, & wytt nojt gon out, 

fallyn in-to a newe sentens, reseruyd to pe popys powere, & | in- [Fol. 22 b.] 

to pe same sentence falle J)ei )?at bydden hem abyden. IF Also 

33 alle bat comouw wyttyngly wyth ony p^sone acursyd be name and who support 
' *> *> ° " *' •'* an exoommuni- 

in 3euyng hym comfort in pe same synne, counseyl, fauour, or cate m his sin ; 

helpe. IF And alle bo bat am acursyd, suspendyd, or enter- and who compel 

^ '^ ^ ^ I JT y / the pronounoer 

dy^te, &, be strengthe, dreed, or manas, compellyn hym, ajens ofaMntonoeto 
>^6 his wytt, )?at ^af poX, sentens on hem, to reuokyn ]?at sentence, 



62 ExacterSy False Coiners^ Purlmners of Trees from Churchyards, [ch. ix. 

or ellys to assoylen hem ; \^\ fiillyn in-to a newe sentence of 
and who exact curse, & ]?at reuocacyour^ or ]>at abflolucyoun is as nou^t. ^ And 
church or its alle grete men \ai puttyn wrongMt taxes, tallyagys, or o]>ere 

wrongful} extorcyouns, to holy cherc^ or to })e mynystrys, & 4 

or make them don hem paye, or procure to don hem paye, of her« cherchys for 

pay toll, &o., for 

8«^ not dfis- hem-self or for here godys }?e whiche J)ei do nojt lede to feyrys 

or mwcatys be-cause of merchaundyse ; or suffryn hem to paye 

tolt, pycage, murage, groundage, passage or gwydage. % And 8 

andlordBwho alle lordys & grete men of tempcralte bat forbydden here 

forbid trade 

with church- bondemen, here tenauwtys, here sugettys, or here seruauwtys, 

}?at )?ei schulde nojt sfellyn to man of holy cherche swyche 

godys as are nedefuit to hem, ne byen here chafiEare, ne grynden ^^ 

here com, ne bakyn here breed, ne brewyn here ale, ne don hem 

oj^er seruyse & helpe \ai is nedef ult to hem. 1[ And alle ]>o, 

and those who saaf bysschopys & abouyn, )jat letyn howsys to hyre to ony 

let houses to 

usurers; alyen ]?at is an opyn gouelere, to vsyn ]>er'in his synne & his i6 

and flOse gouytt. IT And alle false monye-makerys, & false clypperys & 

and who fell wasscherys cf monye. H And alle ]?o personys or paryschenys 

grasslin^church- fat hewyn doun, or do hewyn, stubbyn, pullyn, schredyn, or 

schroppyn, ony tre in cherche-jerd or chapell-^erd, in vyolens ao 

wytA-inne closure, or mowyn, or repyn, ony gras growyng J)er-in 

wytA-oute leue of )>e curatys or of here deputees. And alle }x) 

J)at suche treen or herbage in seyntuarye takyn to here owyn 

vse, or to ony oJ)er vse, wytA-oute leue. alle Jjise dyffoulerys & ^^ 

depryuerya of holy cherche ry3t owyn be put fro comounyng of 

crtsten) men, & fro Jje sacrament of J?e awtere, & fro dyuyne 

seruyse, & J>ey owyn opynly to be schewyd acursyd as Jjei Jjat 

stelyn ony good out of holy cherch. IF And alle J)o J?at, be 28 

and who induce vertu of a wrytt of a-couwte or of trespas, don clepyn here 

saries to plead aduersarves in straunge schyres, bere bey & here trespas are 

inastranjiie o v j j ^ 

shire; no^t knowyn, & so in }xit wyse }>ei ben outelawyd, or for- 

and slanderers, banysched })e kynges lond. IF And alle ]x) \ai for hate, or loue, %% 

or wynnyng, or for ony oJ?er cause, malycyously defamyn ony 

persone amonge« gode men & worschipfuil, wherfore he is put to 

his purgacyouw, or is wrongfully agreuyd or vexid in ony 

All persons manere. f Alle personys gylty in ony of Jjise artycles aforseyd, 36 

guilfy in these 

articles 



CH. IX.] A Monk absolved after his Death. A Woman delivered from the Fiend, 68 

we denounce hem acursed in be gret curs be att be auctoryte will be solemnly 

. ' . * " denounced to 

of holy cherche, m slepyng, wakyng ; m stondynge, syttyng ; be excommuni- 

in lying, goyng ; in spekyng, in sylence ; in etyng, drynkynge, 

4 & in all here werkyng, wytA att solemnyte \>ai longyth j?er-to 

be J?e ordenaunce of holy cherche ; we schewjm hem acnrsyd, 

Yfyih crosse ^ standyng, wytA bellys ^ ryngyng, wtt^ candele ^ 

brewnynge I & as J?e candele schal departe fro his lyjt, so J>ei 

8 are departyd fro J)e lyjt of saluacyoun to therknes of dampna- 

cyouw, tyl j?ei come to dampnacyouw ! ffiat 1 ffiat I Amen. 

[The Monk absolved after his Death.] 

m Ex vita Sancti gregorii pape \ An abbot told seynte a monk had 

ii ,.1.1 1-11.. . be®^ cursed by 

13 gregory pat a muwke m his hows had kept m propre a certeyn St. Gregory for 

monye. | seynt gregorye acursyd Jjis munke. ]>e munke deyid [-jiox. 23 a.] 

vnasoyled. \>e abbot seyde to gregory \>at J>e mnnke was con- JJ^PPJiJ'^ ^^ 

* tryte & schryuen, & wolde a ben asoyled of seynt gregory j but J® SsabbS^'s*^^ 

1 6 he my^t nojt ; deth com) so hastyly. seynt gregory wrote in ^^^o^t. 

a bylle his absolucyoun, & bad an of his dekenys rede it ouer The absolution 

was read on his 
his grave, and he dyd so. On \>e ny^t after, pe muwke aperyd grave, 

to \>e abot, & seyde \>ai he was kept in full hard peyne for \>e 

2o curs of seynt gregory. ' but xysterday, whan be absolucyouw and imme- 

"^ ' ,-rT diatelyhewas 

was red ouyr my graue, I was vnbourMi3ai of my peyne. Here delivered from 

it semyth ]jat acursyng byndyth, & absolucyouw vnbyndyth. 

[A Woman delivered from the Fiend's Vexation,] 
01/ Ex vita bemardi '. A womman was vexid wyih a feend in lust A woman was 

seduced bv a 

25 of leccherye, & vj. jere, in dyuera tymes, he lay by here, ache fiend. 

wente to seimt bernard, & told it hym. seynt bernard toke here St. Bernard 

bade her go to 
his staf, & bad here lay it in here bed, and sche dyd so. be bed with his 

' staff. 
28 feend com, & my^t no^t deryn here, & thrett here, & sayde The fiend could 

bat whan seynt bernard were gon, he schulde be vengyd on her, but he 
; 1 11 . 1 1 -r* 1 . ^threatened her 

here, sche tolde it seynt bernard. Bernard, in presence of with revenge. 

myche folk, dyd yche of hem holdyn a candell in here hand, Then, St. Ber- 
^ ' J J ^ ' nardoursedthe 

32 brewnyng, &, wyih att pe peple, solemnly he acursyd J>e feend, fiend solemnly, 

& enterdy3ted hem ]>at he neuere after schulde dere J^at womman. 
^ Underlined with red ink. ' MS. in margin : ' narracio.* 



64 Tke Two Rebel Nuns, Fleas expelled hy St, Bernard's Curse, [ch. ijt, x. 



Foman. Ry^t so, be cursyng of holy cherche, )?e gylty ]jer-in are departyd 



80 are the ex- 
communicatefl 
kept from God. 



communicates f^ /wqJ 



and kept him & be J?at cursyng j?e feend was departyd fro Jmt womman. 
~ of holy cherche, )?e gylty - 

[The Two Rebd Num^ 4 

Two nuns vexed ^ Ex gestw saricti Benedict!^. Two nunnys weryn ofte tymes IB 
their prelate ° >f *> y ^^ 

jrtththeirsaucyto here prelate rebelt of tunge, & angeryd him ofte. seynt 
Benedictcursed benett seyde : ' amende joure tunges, or ellys I acurse 50W.* ]?e 
Mid were^ur^ nuwnys amendyd hem nojt. sone after, }?ey deyid acursyd, & 8 
in the church, ^^j.^ beryin in cherche. )?e dekyn, at J?e masse, as {)e vse was, 
But every day, seyde : * who-BO be acursyd, ffo out of be cherche ! ' euery day, 

at mass, they , ^ -^ o s ^ ^ 

rose from their^ in J>o woordys, a woTwman sey3 Jjo nuwnys rysen out of here 

BOTi»Slab- g^'^^s, & wentyn out of Jk) cherche. sche tolde it seynt benett. 13 
solved them. Benet asoyled hem, & afterwarde^ Jjei hadde reste. 

[Fleas expelled hy St, Bernard! s Cwrse^ 

By his curse, IT Ex legenda bernardi ^. In an abbey of seynt bemard were (^ 

kiUed the fleas manye flees. bemard acursyd hem, and, on ]?e morwe, ]?e flees 16 

were dede. 
Since innocent Syth cuTse sleth flees, \ai dedyn no sywne, rathere curse sleth 

fi pp)^ are slain 

by the curse, body & soule bat synnen in endles peyne. berfore amendyth 

much more are 

sinful men aou bot ben gylty bere-in ' I 20 

punished with ^ ' c ./ r 

endless pain. 

De Contricione, Confessione, & satisfaccione. 



I told you rO "lyres, here-befom I told 30W of a welle, & of a pytt of ^ 

pit, your body, L k3 J lust, bat is, Jour body, & how f^ill it is of corrupte 34 

the water, the . « ▼ i ■• 

great curse, and watyr. pat watyr mfecte, I tolde 50U, was pe senteoMje of pe 

articles. * grete curse. J?e stremys )>er-of am J>e artycles of J?e sentence, 



^ MS. in margin : ' narracto.* ^ MS. in margin : * narrocio.* 

' The chapter seems to be wanting a few lines. At least, we mias the 
typical conclusion. The whole column is less carefully written. The 
heading of the following chapter, in rough irregular characters (red ink), 
is joined, without space, to the break of the preceding chapter. The initial 
of Chapter X has been omitted. * Syres ' may be guessed from the begin- 
ning of Chapter I. 



cH. X.] The ^ Scoop of Penance* and its Handle^ Satisfaction. 65 

whiche I haae declaryd to 30U before tyme, & how Jjei drenchyn 
\>e soulys ]>at am gylty. "periore 50W nedyth, in gostly labot^, 
to scopyn out bis comipte watyr of curs, wvih be scoope of The corrupt 

"*. .•'* '■ ^ water must be 

4 penau9is. A scope is deep & hool, to resceyue watyr ; so pi ^^'f}?'^ **."* 

penauwce muste be depe, to receyue watyr of contricyouw in-to <rf penance.* 

bin herte, bat, depe in bin herte, boa sorwe for bi curs, bi scope A scoop is deep, 
\. . , , , , , , and so must be 

of pi penauwce muste ben nool, wytA an hole purpos, neuere to your sorrow ; 

8 trespacyn a^en in p&i curs, ^if pi scope of penaunce be to ^^v^^ ^ 

scheld, it takyth no watyr of sorwe ; ]?er-fore, pe depperc it be Purpose. 

in sorwe of herte, & pe holere it be in purpos to leue ]?i sywne, 

be more largely & clerly it castyth out of bi soule, wyth schryfte\ 
;. T .^ . n , , 1 . .'if the scoop of 

13 pi cursed sjnne. ^\i j?i scope of penaurice be brokyn, pat is, ^if penance is 

DroKeny i* e. ii 
)?i schrifte be partyd, summe to o preest & summe to an-of>6r for your confewion 

schame, or jif poxi be schryue | [of] summe sy»ues, & of summe [Fol. 23 b.] 

synnes no^t schreuyn, Jjawne )ji scope is brokyn, & p&nne it 

16 voydeth nojt clene pe watyr of pe curs ; for pe watyr of curs the water of the 
fiftllyth ajen in-to pe pyt of )?i conscyence thrugh pe brokyn in*o the pit of 
scope of ]ji brokyn penauws. jit, }x)W3 )?i scope of penaunce in 
pe heuyd be depe in contrycyouw & hool in confessiouTi ', jif pou 

30 wylt spedyly scope out pe watyr of j?i synne, )?i scope of penauTis 

muste haue an handylt, for to holde wytA ]?i scope in )?in handys, Besides, the 
,,..,. , , 1 J M. . A' e , X XX scoop must have 

bat is, m pi werkys. pe handyn is satisfaccyouTi ; per^to sette a handle, satis- 

faction, 
]?in handys, to make amendys for ]?i wrongys. paye to holy 

34 cherch, to qwyke & to dede, ]?at pou owyst for pe wrongefuil 

harmys pat pou. hast do to hem ; and but pou take ]7is handyl 

of satysfaccyouw wyth pin handys, vp-on Jji power to makyn 

amendys for }?i false wrongys & harmys, wythrouijn dowte, 

38 bi scope of penauwce is noujt ellys spedy to castyn out spedyly else it is unfit 
-,. ,. ,-1 1 w .1*0 cast out the 

pe watyr of Jjis curs, to save Jji soule fro drenchyng. powj it be water of the 

neuere so depe in sorwe, & neuere so hool in schryfte, and pou 

be of powers to makyn amendys ', & hast space J?er-to, & wylt 

33 nojt, J)i scope is nojt spedy to J)i soule-hele. Wherfore pe scope 

of }?i penaunce, it muste be deep in sorwe, & hool in schryfte, 

^ MS. in margin : ' de contewione.* 

^ MS. in margin : ' eontrioione, oonfeaeione,' 

' MS. in margin : * opera peni^cie ' 



The Bick man « to be firste, bat is, sorwe in herte & cleue Bchxjfte, gladly I schal 

was willing to '^ » r » j ? o *r 

oonfeM*buth ^^3^' ^^^ J'® threclde, pat is, to restoryn i^en pat I haue falsly 



66 Stories of an Obstinate Usurer and of a Sinful Lady. [ch. x. 

wj/th ]>e handle of makyng amendys, 5if Jwu haue power & tyme, 
& ellys pou scopyst in veyn. 

[The Man who wovM not make Restitution^ 

A prieft said to Exaumple. Li&ro de dono timoris ^. A preest, in confessioun, % 
a sick man : , , *— ^ 

seyde to a seek man on his ded-bedde, pat before, in his lyue, was 5 

acursyd in dyuerse artycles for pt good J»t he had get falsely 

of holy cherche, of quyke & dede, & for wrongs* pai he hadde 

don, * poxx. synfutt man,' he seyde, ' ^if poxi wylt be assoyled of 8 

god of ]7i cursydnes, &, wytA J^i penaunce, be made clone of alle 

* Three things p\ cursed werkys, pou muste haue iij. thynges *, pat is, full sorwe 

forthysaiwtion, in J)in herte for p\ sywne, & clone schryfte, & to make amendys 

^itotion.'*"^ fully in trewe restitucyoun, vp-on p\ powere/ J>e syke sayde: 12 

ck mai 
illing to 
; and to 
s, but he 

store^w^tlSe ^®*^ * ^ makyn amendys for alle my wrongys, pat wyl I nojt do ; 

wroiS^doS^ for Jeanne schulde no-thyng beleue to me, ne to my wyif, ne to 16 
my chyldryn/ pe preest seyde : * and but pon restore a^en as 
ferforth as p\ good may reche, pOM mayst no^t be sauyd/ pe seek 
man seyde : ' seyth holy wrytt & holy doctourys so ?' pe preest 
seyde : * 3a.' pe syke man seyde : * And I wylt no^t restore, to ao 

for fearof mak- make my wyif & my chylderyn beggerys. I wyl prouyn whethtr 

ohiidpenbeggars. it is trewe or false, bat clerkys prechyn/ & so he deyid, dredyng 
So he died ; 

more Jje pouert of pQ world, Jjan endeles pouert of pQ peynys in 

but after his helle. After his deth, he aperyd to be preest als foul as a feend, 24 
death he ap- 
peared to the & seyde: *Now I fele it sooth bat bou seydyst me. I am 
priest, and ac- -i i n i * ^ ^ 

fcocmiedMd the dampnyd to helle-pyne for euere. Had I restoryd, as Jxni tawjtyst 
counsel. me, I had be sauyd to ioye.' 

[A Sinfid Lady saved by the Holy Virgin,'] 28 

A Roman lady H Ex miracwlis heate Marie vtrgtwis^. At rome was a jentyl ^C 
was so fond of ._,,._ ,,, , ,, .,i-..i <. 

her son. that she lady, pat for loue lete here sone lyne by here m bedde. be proces of 

with her. tyme, sche, styred of pe feend & of here flesch, lete here sone lyn) 

She got a child by here fleschly. sche was wyt^ chylde by here sone. Whanne 32 

^ MS. in margin : ' narracto de dono timoris.' 

* MS. in margin ; * nota <ria.' ' MS. in margin : * narracto.* 



CH. X.] The Story of a Sinful Lady saved hy the Holy Vergin, 67 

J>e chyld was priuely born, sche slowe it, & threwe it in a gonge, but she killed it. 
for sche schulde nojt be slaunderyd. but alwey, in berg herte, Nevertheless, 

scbe was sory, & alwey preyed god of mercy, & dede scbarpe pray^and cUd 

penance, only 
4 dedys of penauwce, & made restitucyouw of here wrongys, 1 saaf [Fol. 24 a.] 

she dare not 

sche durste nojt be schreuyn of here cursyd synne, for schame. confess. 

J>e feend, in wede of a clerk, seyde opynly to J>e emperottr & to ^ ^v?^;,^'^ * 

cierK s Qisf^uisef 

J?e peple : * je holdyn ]?at wowiman holy ; sche is cursyd. sche f^^^^^j^**^ 

8 had a chyld be here owne sone, & hath slayn it, & throwyn it in emperor wid the 

a gonge/ pe emperour & \>e peple woldyn nojt beleuyn it, but p®®p^®- 

praysed here, pe feend seyde : * do here ben examyned ; & ^yf 

sche mowe nojt excusyn here, late here be bvent qwyk. & jif 

12 I may noat convicte here, brenne me quyk in fyire.* Sche was She to sent for. 

and the emperor 
sent after. }>e kyng seyde to here: * here is a newe prophete, informed her of 

]?at hath accusyd J?e of swyche an horryble synne, wher-of we accusation. 

ben sory. knowe J?i synne to vs, 3if J>ou be gylty, or ellys 

1 6 pourge f>e J?ere-of lawfully.* Sche askyd of }>e kyng certeyn 

dayes of avysement, er sche jaf here answere. And bawne, wytA She asked for 

some time of 
full sorwe of herte & wepyne:, sche schrof here to a preest. he consideration, 

^•^ f ^ went to a priest, 

comfortyd here, & jaf here in penauTice to seye a pater nosteVy and confessed. 

2o and specyally \>at sche schulde worschepyn oure lady wyih 

certeyn Auees. Sche dyde here penaunce : &, on here day of After having 

*^ ^ *' done the pen- 

answere, wente to be kyng. panne seyde be kyng to ]>e feend anoe^he ap- 

peared again 
in ]>e clerkys lyknesse : * lo, J?ou clerk I here is ]>e wowman ]>at before the 

24 bou hast accusyd. say now of here what bou canst say ! ' pe Buttheflenddid 
^ ' . "^ not reoogniae 

feend seyde : * It is ncjt ]?is wowman pat I haue accusyd; ]?is u®''!'^''*^® ?h* 
womman is holy, & marie kepith here.* Alt J?e peple blyssed ^^'y Vergin. 
hem for wondyr of his woordys, pat weryn contrarie fro J>e 

28 firste. pe feend, as a smoke, vanysched awey. pe wowiman He vanished 

away, and the 
hadde an hy3 worschype, & was sauyd fro temperall deth & fro lady was saved. 

endles deth, & made clene, wyth ]>e scope of penauwce, of here 

cursyd synne. 

32 per-fore, Jjowj \>ou be als cursyd as euere was Judas or pylate, Therefore, with 
, , , « . , . - « 1 the scoop of 

wvth be scope of penaunce scope out be watwr of curs, & make penance, cleanse 

, , your pit of the 

clene J?e pyt, pat pe watt/r of grace may spnngen m ]?e as dyde water of curse, 

in here ! for all pe stremys of ]?is watyr of curs, pat is, alle 

p 2 



68 



The ' Ooze of Beadly Sin.' lU Four Kinds. 



[CH. 



artycles of J>e grete sentens, I haue echewyd to 50U before ]?is 

time. ]>6rfore, scope out wytA penaans }>at corrupte watyr, and 

uid then, the }>a9uie schal springen newe watyr of grace in ^ou, here in ymre 

idu spring with- lyuynge, whiche grace schal flowyn so heyj^, Jxit it schal make 4 

jou up to yjy, Jn ymve ende to swymmyn in-to ^pQ hyje hylt of hevene. 

Ad qnod nos perducat &c. 



Beneath the 
'water of the 
great curae' 



is the 'ooze of 
deadly sin.' 



Of that ooze 
there are four 
kinds: delight, 
will, deed, and 
continued dwell- 
ing on sin. 



[F6L 24 b.] 
Behold how 
deep thou art in 
sin, and do sharp 
penance! 



Cd^pUulum xj. 
De luto superbie. 8 

H£re-befom, I haue schewyd 30a how 30 schul scopyn out %, 
of yiwre pyt, \tai is, of ymr body, ]>e corrupt watyr 
of ]>e grete curs. Now schal I telle ym what stynkyng wose is 
in ^oure pyt, nedefult to be fermyd out. J>is wose in joure pyt 12 
is euery dedly sywne. ffor ^our^ body gaderyth euere more wose 
of synne, to diflfoule ymre soule ; )}er-fore, ^oure body is a foul 
wosy pytt. Job iiij®, Abacuc iijo Vve illi qwi congregat contra 
se lutum.' 16 

Depe watyr in a wosy pytt makyth deep wose. Ryjt so, depe 
curs makyth deep synne. Fs.' ' Abbissus abbissum inuocat.' ]?e 
body stynketh in foure-fold of wose : ]?e first wose is delyjte, ]?e 
secwnde is wytt, )>e thredde is dede, ]>e ferthe is longe hauwtyng 20 
)>i synne. ' Sic fetes qui quatriduant^ es.' Joharme^ xj.' ]?cr-fore 
crye to J>i god : * Eripe me, domine, de luto, vt non infigar *.' 
Delyuere me, lord, out of f>e wose of synne, ]>at I styke nojt 
faste ]?er-in, be wycked custome ! * Intra in lutum & calca.' 24 
Naum in fine^. Entre ]x)u in-to wose, & defoule }>i-self, ]xKt is to 
say, entre in-to )>i-self, wosy in synne ; wytA }>i mynde be- |holde 
how depe J>ou art in wose of sywne, and dyfFoule ]?i [body] • wytA 
tr^uayle of sharpe penauTMse. for who-so styketh faste in depe 28 
wose, he may euylt oute. Ryjt so, who-so is in depe synne, 
he may euytl out, for he is so fyched J?ere-in. Ps.* * Infixus 
suwi in limo profundi.' ]>is wose is so depe in oure pytt, & so 

* Job iv. 19 ; Hab. ii. 6. * Ps. xli. 8. ' John xi 39. * Ps. Ixviii 15, 3. 
' Naham iii. 14. ' «e{f is crossed in MS., but nothing put instead. 



CH. XI.] The * Ooze of Pride' Its First * Comer * is Presumption. 69 

myche, bat vs muste makyn manye dayes werkys for to castyn To cast out the 

ooze, we shall 
it owt clene. for ber« ben vij dedly synnes, and yche of be Eenen have to do 

^ u .f ./ » ^ I many a day's 



schal be a day werk or more ; ^pere longyth bo myche wose ^^k ; for t 

aPB seven QoaQiy 

4 J>erto I }>is day werk schal be, to castyn out of oure pytt ))e wose ^J^ ^^ ^i 
of Fide. ^^/'k* 

J?is wose of pride has viij. cornery«, or viij. quart erys. )je aSuwsoom 
first is presumpcyouTi ' ; J)at is, whan \>ou puttyst }?e forth in comera :*the 

8 prise in presens of }?e peple, ferthere J>an o))ere don J)at am als sumption, 
gode as bou, or betters ; lokyng after reucrence, to sytten aboue, honour and 

, « , T « worship; 

to spekyn first, to haue J^e woordys out of a.n-oJ?ere mannys 

mowth, to takyn worschiJD of ]>e world, passing alle oJ?ere; 

12 demyng ))i-self strengere, wysere, hardyere, worthyere, })an 

an-ober; in trowyng bi-self bettyr ban bou art: in wytyng thinking too 

■■ ^ J J much of one's 

an-oJ)er man fn defaujte, & in wytyng ))i-self ]>e goodnes J^atseif; 

J)ou hast of an-oJ)er. }>e grace of fortune, of goodnes, of pro- imputing one's 

1 6 speryte, of vertewys, }?at }?ou hast of god, J)ou thynkyst }?at ]?ou virtues tomwits 
hast hem of god for J)i gode werkys, & fat J)ou hast wel deseruyd 
hem. or ellys }>e lone, worschype, rycches, whiche J>au hast of 
god, J)ou thynkyst J)at ))ou hast hem of )>i good gouemaunce, 

2o & wytist it J?i-self, & no^t god, )jou art prowd in herte, hauyng 

gret angwysch to kepe }?e stylle, & no^t to spekyn out J>i proude 

woordys. prowd in lokyng, prowd in spekyng, prowde in heyj behaving 
• .... proudly, 

crying abouyn o}>er« ; mysprowde in bering, in werkyng, & in 

24 mysleuynge ; prowde in goinge, standyng, & syttyng ; prowde 
of )>in oflfyce, prowde of lordschipp) & of mayntenauTice, prowd 
of J)i myjt & of J)i seruyse, prowde of honeste, of largeness^, & of 
}?i gode condycyouws, of }?i vertuys, & of J)in holynes ; prowde 

28 of }?in herytage, & of \>\ bewte, & of J>i welschapp), & of ^iftes 

of fortune ; prowd of aray & of eloquence, of kuwnyng, of wytt, 

of voys, & of vnderstondyng. Alle ))ise forseyde, & manye mo, 

arn in pride in }>e corner of prcsumpcyouw. Seynt Austyn 

32 seyth, li6ro xiiijo de civitate dei, c. xiij \ hat god suflPeryth ofte God exposes 

, • -I n 11 . presumptuous 

tymes presumptuouse folk, m here pnde, fallyn in-to sum opyii) men to sin and 

shame, 
horryble synne, Ipat }>ey my3t ]>erhj be foule aschamyd of hem- 

* MS. in margin : * presampcio' 

^ Cf. Migne, Patr. Lat., torn. 41. p. 13, sqq. 
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self, & knowyn Jwby hew wrecchydnesse, & ben sory & hevy 

jxit }>ei trustyd so myche in hem-self, & heeldyn hem-self so 

Huch was the worthy. Seynt Austyn seyth }?at seynt Petyr was presumtuouse 

Peter, when'he whanne he seyde. Mat. xxyj : * bowa alle obere lord forsakyn 4 

boMtedofhis ^ r :9 r 

futhftdneas. )>e, I schal neucre forsake J>e, & J?ow5 I schulde be deed wytA J>e, 

I schal nojt forsakyn )>e/ flFor )>is presumpcyoun, he fell in-to 

fouler^ synne ]>an ony of his bretheryn, for he forsook crist 

thryes in on ny^t. Ey^t so, presumptuouse folk \>ai makyn 8 

myche of hem-self, desyring worschyp afom o]>ere, trustyn on 

hem-self ^pai }?ei are most syker & most worthy, and at ]>e laste 

\>Q\ schal fallyn opynly in-to a wonlly schame & to sum foul 

* Pride Roes opyn synne. for pride goth beforn, & schame folwyth aft«r. 12 

before, and 

**hame toiiowi j>e cornere of pride in presumpcyoun is vj. fote of wose in 

The* comer of brede. ]>e firste fote is syngulerte ; )>at is, wlian a man folwyth 

[Fol. 35 a.] his owyn wytt for pompe, & wytt nojt do as wyjsere don, but 

broiSuirvis. ©ucre is selfwylly. ))e sect^nde fote of brede in ))e cornere of 16 

a! extravagance, pride [in] presumpcyoun is vndertakyng of outerage dyspense ; 

}>at is, whan a man makyth gret outrage, & lettytb for no gret 

cost, ])at men schulde holdyn him large & fre J^erethrugh. ]?e 

3. litigioiwnesa, thrydde fote of brede in pride in }?e cornere of presumpcyouw is 20 

meyntenauns of pletynges & of strives, for Salomon seyth \>ai 

4. ostentation, stryif is ryif amonge« prowde men. J?e ferthe fote of brede 

in pride in ]>e cornere of presumpcioun is avauntyng ; ]?at is, 
whan a man waxith bolde to avauntyn hym of his nobylnesse, 24 
of his wytt, of ryoches, of vertewys, of foly, of my^t, of gentyl 
blood, of horae & barneys, of lond, of housys, of houshold, of 
manhode, of frendschyp), & of such o)>ere thinges, for pompe 

5. scorn, & love )>at he wolde haue of )>e peple. )?e fyfte fote of brede *8 

in pride in })i8 cornere of presumpcyoun is, whan a man, thru^ 
gret nycete, makyth scoroyug of o}7ere ]?ot haue nojt vertewys 
as he hath. And also soomyth gode men for here deuocyouw 

6. anger. J>at }>ei do to godwarde. J)e vj. fote of brede in pride in J?e 3a 

cornere of presumpcyouvi is, whan a man is wroth & froward, 
whan men lettyn hym of his foly. he is wonder syke J>ot 
may lete no man towchyn hym ; and he is in strong sekenesse 
in whom tryacle tumyth to venym. castyth out of J>e pytt of 36 



cH, XI.] The 2nd ^ Srd ' Comers of Pride * are Vainglory ^ Disobedience, 71 

^owre herte J?is wose of pride in J>e firste comere of presumpcyoun, 
Ipai is TJ. fote of brede, as I haue told 50U. 

^ ))e secwwde corners of pride is veyn-glorye ^, )?at is in thre The second 
4 manerys. On is, whan }>ou art glad of ^pe gode dedys )>at J>ou wweofPnde'is 
hast don, & thynkyst ]?i-self more privy wytA god ]?an }?ou art. j^whisdonein 
An-o}>er is, whan ))ou heryst J?at men preysin J>i manerys, and Jli^ic^^'in "***^ 
J)ou hast lykyng in herte fat men holdyn }>e good. ))e thredde f^ia^lo 
8 is, whan }>ou dost gode dedys, }>at ))ou schuldyst be praysed of p^^^*®^ 
hem J?at sene ]>o gode werkys j for he J>at desyreth preysyng for woAs in^e 
his gode dedis, schal neuere haue oJ?er mede. IT Also veyn- ^^ * 

glorie is, whawne }>ou louyst wel gloserys & flatererys }?at 

12 preysin }?e, & hatyst hem }>at telle ]>e J>i defawjtys. Mat. 

ix. whan crist curyd two blynde men, & made hem to se, he Christ cmred 
1 T 1 n . ^ » 1 -I n the blind men, 

bad hem telle it to no man. ' why so 1 seyth a doctoure. for and bade them 

^ ^ nottotellitto 

to 5yve exaumple to vs ]?at, whanne we don ony good dede, we anybody. 

16 schulde nojt desyre J)at it were tolde forth, for J>at entent to 
haue worschi|D or wordly preysing. Jjerfore, whan }?ou dost ony 
good dede for J)at ende & for )>at entent, princypally, to be 
preysed ))erfore, in )>at veyn-glorye }h)u doost dedly synne. 
^ J>e thrydde corner* of pride in )>i wosy pytt is vnbuxuwiTies, The third 
21 vnobedyens^ ]?at is, wharine ]7ou brekyst ])e x. comaundementy^ isDisobedi- 
of god, & whan bou doste noat after goddys woord, ne after be Gk)d,theChurch, 
T ^ 1 , ; , , 1 , the priests, the 

techyng of holy wrytte ; and wha7^ne J>ou brekyst J)e lawys & parents, the 

34 ]?e ordenauws of holy cherche, & )>e techyng & }>e lefFull ' 
byddynge* of J>i gostely fadyres, & of J>i bodyly fadyr & modyr, 
& of ]?i Bouereynys, eythir temperall or sptrt^uall, in takyng non 
hede to resouw ne to conscyens. deuterowowio xvj.*, God him- 

28 self, in J)e olde lawe, seyde )>at who were rebelt & vnbuxom to 
J?e preest & to J)e mynystres of god, he schulde be deed J>erfore ; 
& deuteroTMWwb iiij© *, whoHSo were vnobedyent to his fadyr & 
modyr, jif }>ey pleyned on hym in doom, he schulde be stonyd 

3a to }>e I deth. And )jat it is perylotw to be vnobedyent to )>i [^oL 25 b.] 
souerayn, eyther temperal or sptrt^ual}, se it be exaumple. Example of 

Korah, Dathan, 

Numeri xvj. Thre men, chore, dathan, & abyron, wytA on and Abiram. 

* MS. in margin : * vana gloria.' * MS. in margin : * jnobedieiiota.' 
» MS. leffuW of. * Deut. xvi. 18 ; xxi. 18 f (?). 




79 Th0 Three Parts of Uieobedience. The * Comer of Boldneee' [ch. n. 

nfiotittt T^tUT^ ajeni maj%em A aaron. A, in wreche of hem, pe 
ertlia opeuyd^ & twalwjd hem alle thre in. Fs.' 'Iritauemnt 
moysen A aaron in caatrLi &c. Ap^rta ««t terra, & d^lu- 
tiuit datan, A openiit snp^ congregacton^m ahyron.' ideo 4 
Aieilur habr^ xiij. * ' Obedite pr^positis ve^fris/ Also )>oa 
TlMMMiMitni* wyif, vnbuxom to )rin husboDde ynleffolly, {xni Benraimt vn- 
A^MMimit ^ Imxom to J)i maynter, & Jxm )?at dredyst nojt to fjeJlyn in-to \>e 
dattlKTih ^*^ curw, but hast scorn A iape )>erof, and )>ou Jxit comounyst 8 
w^A hem )>at am acursyd, or comfortyst hem ])erin ; ]x>u }7at 
dyspisyst preestys A opere mynistres of holy cherche, & dys- 
pysest opere also, bo))e hyje A lowe ; Alle pise is vnobedyens of 
pride in J^is thredde comertf of wose of ^i pytt. caste out }>is 12 
wose, and make dene pis thredde cornere of pride, pat is, 
vnobedyeni ! 
3?*h«dr"** "ta ^ ^* thredde comera of pride, vnbuxomnesse, is thre fote 
I iS^*^* vli, brood in wose ". po flrste fote is dyspyjte ; pat is, in doyng no 16 

wortchype to gode men dewly, but in dyspysing hem, no^t doyng 

^^ dliMUUn. dewe reverena to sayntes A to souereynys. pe secunde fote of 

vnobedyens is, whanne pea wylt no^t preysin an-o]>er, but hast 

dysdayn of hym, J>ow) pon feyne fids contenaunce. J>e thrydde ao 

ji.iMtomo»« fote brede of vnobedyens is, whanne p<fa wylt nojt bowe 

buxomly to hem pat pOM aw^tyst obeyin vn-to. 
TK»^»wHh }>e forthe oomera of pride in )>i pytt is boldnesse*; pat is, B 

HQ)7n^ whanne )Hm art J>e holders to syiine for trost of ]>e mercy of god, M 

JJjJ^^^ A fear hope A trust of for^euenesse, |>ou dooet pe more synne, & 
K^HwJSy^ ^ W«|JWt vaysi it,!^ )>e lengeiv lyeet perein, A holdyst ))i synne 
^**'^^'*^**^ but lytel peryles be it neiMre so grel pcfyle, A dredyst nojt pe 

wreehe of god> ne )>e pejne of belle, but doost after })m owne 28 
l«al» 1^ aftjr )un owyn WTtt> in hope to bane m«rey aftynrmrdf, 
\^ in tnial t« asoape ^ wreehe of god A pe p^yne of hdle, 
tl^yukyug in )^ hert«, )^ o^«r« don als euele as pmiy A verse, 
v^ bane TKmtj of god« lb (iir^Nre fmi dooel )« wene in hope of 3^ 
aiMWvy. v^ ^^^c^ Pe fesee }% synne. pi grele defiivtys )wi 
MMy^l ^el ft sanaU, ft o^«f« nenoys ^nuwa pmi h^tij^ gret^ 
* IV ^Y. i€^ 1 J. * H«K xttL ir- 



CH. XI.] The Three Parts of Boldness, The * Comer of Hypocrisy' 73 

& horryble. )>ou synnest ofte, tumyng ajen to Jd synne. J)ou Thou seest the 
seest o}>ere mewnys defawjtys, but )>ou seest no^t \>m owefi) but not thine 
defautys. of }>i-self takyst }>ou non hede, but evermore demyst 

4 o^eres defawtys. ait ]3is is malapert boldnesse ; as Jerom 
schewyth be exaumple, whom )>e lawe rehersyth, de pewifewcta, 
distinccio iij. § de niniuitis *. bat folk of be cyte of nynyve, be Such was the 
J>e precnyng of Jonas J)e prophete, dede penaunce, & god hadde people of Nini- 

8 mercy on hem. &, for }>at mercy, ]?ey were ]3e boldere, & turnyd once found re- 
ajen to here olde synne, for trust to haue a^en forjyfnesse of ^^ tw-neSfto 
god, as J)ei haddyn ferst. and anon afbyrward, god, for here ** ■***''• 
boldnesse, suffryd all \>ai cyte to be dystroyed wytA bodyly 
I a enemyes, in whiche cyte were more ]>an an hundred score 
thowsand peple. Jone iij® & iiijo cap^i^is. 

bis boldnes is thre fote brede. be firste fote is vnkyndenesse : The 'comer of 

'^. . . ^ boldness' ia 

^pat is, whanne )30u forjetyst to thanke }>i god of his goodnesse 3 feet braid : 

1 6 )jat he doth to })e, & of his mercy, abydyng J)e in J>i synne, 

& takyng no wreche, and ))ou art ]?e more vnkynde to him in 

offendyng hym in cursed lyuyng. be sectmde fote brede of wose ?. wasting time 

in sin, 
in J?is comere of boldnesse is, whan J)ou dredyst no^t to 

ao myspende }>i tyme in synne, bo)?e in ^outhe & in age. J>e 

thredde fote brede of wose in | J)is comere of pride, J)at is boldnes, [Pol. 26 a.] 

is fals renayinge, whiche is in foure. On is, whan bou forsakyst whi^Sof four 

kinds: i. if 

J>i god, & takyst ))e to }>e feend. Ano)>er is, whawne f>ou thou desert 

24 forsakyst & holdyst nojt ]?i truthe. )>e thrydde is, whanne }>ou desert truth ; 

byest aw^te, )?ou forsweryst ^pe truthe. f>e ferthe is, whanne J)ou ^'^"v^*^ ^ 

trowyst an othe of him \>ai }>ou knowyst seyth fals. All )?is to*^^urer 

wose of pride in ]?is ferthe cornere, boldenes, caste out of \>\ pytt I 

(^ be fyfte comere of wose in pride is ypocrisye ; bat is, whanne The fifth 'comer 
, , of pride 'is 

29 bou schewyst bi-self outeward, in syat of peple, holyere ban bou Hypocrisy; 
' ^ . •'-'XX »jj i.e. if thou show 

art inward, in J>e sy^t of god ; spekyng holy woordys, doyng ou^wrd signs 

holy werkys, schewyng holy signes, & spekyng of chastyte, of 

32 clennesse, of devocyouw, to wryen J>erwytA J>i wyckydnesse, in 

dyspreysing & dyspysing synne, as J>ow3 ))ou seydyst : * ^e 

mowe wel wetyn \tai I am nojt synfdt in suche defautys Jxit 

I dyspyse.' whanne )>ou doost J>us, to blynde }>e syjt of J)e 

* Caput 30. Distinctio 3. de penitencia. [Corpus Juris Canon I. 12 19.] 
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peple be suche repreuyog of synne, \>at J?ey Bchulde nojt knowe 

and if thou give ]>e synfuft ; ]?at is ypocrysie. And whanne }>ou ^evyst opynly 

be ^"*°S ^ ^^ priuyly almesse, or fastyst, or doost penauns, or ony o)>er 

^oiy; holy dede, to }>at entent to l)en holdyn holy; it is ypocrysie. 4 

and if thou And in \>i schryfte, whavme JTOu for schame helyst ony foul 

in oonfeaaioa. synne, or in colouryug J^i synne in schryfte, ony parcell to 

o preest & an-o}>er parcelt to an-o]7er preest ; alt })is is 

ypocrysie. Seynt gregonc seyth, li6ro 10. moraUum, xxxvj. 8 

A hypocrite is capituio, ]?at an ypocryte, a popholy man, is lyche an irane ^ ; for 

toiUngatits an eran), whan he hath longe trauayled, & myche, to makyn his 
web, which a o ^ .^ 

alight wind web, }7a9ine comyth a lytel wynd and blowyth awey alt to-geder^ . 
blows away. 

Ry^t so, an ypocryte, whan he hath gretly & longe trauayled, 1 2 
& vexid his body in penauns & in €ipere holy werkys, to ben 
holdyn holy, }>awne comyth a lytel wynd of mannys mowth, \>ai 
is, a lytel preysing, & blowyth awey att his mede. J)erfore, be 
5e no^t as ypocryte*. Mat. yj. 16 

•The ooze of for }>is wose of ypocrysie is thre fote brede. On is, whan f>ou 

throe feet in dost a foul synne in pnuyte, & schewyst )>e holy a-fore men. 

breadth t 

X. secret sm, An-ober is, whan bou dost gode dedys, bat men schulde wenyn 

a. ostentatious ' i ^ y r 

RoodwOTks, }>ou were a good man. J)e thridde is, whan) ]xm woldyst getyn 20 
""'^itoorifoSiowed ^8^7^® ^^ benefyse, or baylyschyp), or ony oJ?er offyee, & beryst 
°yp^*^|^Jj^ J)e mekely, to make men wene J>at fxm wer« worthy to take so 
attaining it. ^^^ astate. & whan) }>ou art in ]>ai estate, ]>ou schewyst what 

)w>u art wythiwne, ]?a9ine wexist ]h)u stowt & felt, and puttyst 24 
out \>i venym of pride, ferst ]x>u semyst a scheep, and Jeanne 
)jau schewyst }>e a wolfe. And so, be J>e frute, men may knowe 

Cast out the be tre. caste out of bi pytt bis wose of pride in be comere of 
oozeof those five ** x r^ j jt > - ., 

corners! ypocWsye I caste out }>e wose of alle J>ise v. comerys of pnde 28 , 

forsayde, ^pai is, presumpcyouw, veynglory, vnbuxuwnes, boldnes, 

& ypocrysie ; and J)e of>ere comerys of pride I schal schewe 50U 

an-o}7er day. 

[The Angel and the Hermiti] 33 

An angel and Ex vitis patru77i ^. An aungvl, in lyknesse of a man, & an Jf 
a hermit went ^ &J > J » QJfl 

past some car- heremyte wentyn to-gedere forby a stynkyng carayn. pe her- 

mit stop^ his myte stoppyd his nase for stynche. ]>e aungyl seyde to him : 

^ MS. in margin : ' exemplum.* ^ MS. in margin : * narracto.' 



CH. XI.] Humility opposed to Pride, Story of the Abbot and the DeviL 75 

* why stoppyst J?ou J?i nase 1 ' J?e hermyte seyde : ' for I may he could not 

, bear the foul 

noat suffre bis foule stenche/ afterward kom aaens hem a prowd smelL 

'^ ' ^ ^ ^ Afterwards, 

man, rydyng in prowde aray att dysgysed. J?awne ]>e auwgyl ^hen they met 

4 ferre fro hym helde his nase. J?e hermyte seyde to him : * why JS^fgto'^*^® 
stoppyst f>ou now J?i nase % f)e nejdyth nojt.' }>e auwgyl [Pol. 26 B.] 
seyde : ' ^one prowde man stynketh foulere for his pride in )>e S^ij J? the^ 
sy^te of god & of alle auwgelys, )?an ]?e stynkyng careyn dede Sore imSaJ^ 

8 wherfore \o\x. helde ]?i nase. for pride in man stynkyth thatofthe 
a thousand-fold more to god J?an ony rotyn houwd stynketh 
in fe syjt of man.' h^gu8limiB\ 'Tolerabilitw vtiqw6 canis 
putridus fetet homintbt^ qt^am anima peccatoris deo.' 

12 })«rfore, caste out of ]?i pytt J?e stynkyng wose of pride, tyl Cast out of your 

pit the ooze of 
j)ou fynde a syker grourid & a clene, J?at is, lownes. for as gold pride, till y9u 

excellyth in pryce alle metallys, and bawme excellyth alle g^^S^x^'f 

lycourys, & drawyn lowest doun to J)e botome of }?e vessell, 

i6 passyng oJ?er6 lycourys; Eyjt so, lownesse excellyth in pre- 
cyoushed alle o)?ere vertuys, & euere drawyth down to J>e 
netherest place. In valeys of lownesse entryth watyr of grace ; 
in hylles of pride it rewnyth away. Jaco6w^ iiij.^ * Superbis 

2o resistit, humilibtw dat gractam.' 

\T'he Fiend who would smite the AbbotJ] 

^ Exaumple. Ex vitw pa^it^m *. ]>e feend mette on a day wyih One dajr. the 

macharye, J)e holy Abbot, & wolde a smyten hym wytA a scharp smite the Abbot 
24 sythe, & he myjte no^t towchyn hym. pe feend cryed, & seyde : a scythe, but he 

* Macharye, J?ou fastyst mechyl ; I faste myche more, for him. 

I neuere eete mete. \>ou wakyst myche; I wake wel more, 

for I slepe neuere. but bou hast lownesse, & bat had I neuere I He was over- 
, . ' * powered by 

28 Jjerfore, in pi lownesse, ]>ou. ouyrcomyst me.* |he ahhot's 

Seynt Austyn seyth : * be most euydent sygne of hem bat The mark of 
,1,1 ".. ., , . . -1 ,. those who will 

schal be dampned, is pnde. ]>e most opyn signe of hem pat be damned, is 

schal be sauyd, is lownesse & charyte. ^if ]>ou wilt be dampnyd, <>' *^»^ ^^ 

will oe savou, 

32 kepe in ]>e stylle ]?e wose of pride ; ^if \>oa wylt be sauyd, caste is humility, 
out of J?i pytt J>e wose of pride, tyl pou come to \>g ground of 
* Jas. iv. 6. " MS. in margin : * exemplum vel narracto.* 



76 The Sixth * Corner of Pride * is Disdain, Example from Samuel, [cb. n, xn. 

lownesse ! ]>anne schalt )>ou ben heygbed in heueiD ! ' Qui se 
bumiliat, exaltabitur ^,' 

pia lownes, bere in oure lyuyng, 

pat we mowe be beygbed in beueiD, in oure endyng, 4 

graunte vs be 

pat for vs deyed on rode tre. 

Capitulum xij. 
Do Superbia. s 

THE oper day, I scbewyd ^oufyve corner^* of pride; & now & 
I Bcbalt telle 50U vp pe opere comerys of pride in joure 
wosy pytt, pat is, in ^ovre synful berte. 

The sixth be sexte comere of pride is indiffnacyoun ; bat is, wban bou 12 

'corner of pride' ^ ^ o J » r » r 

isDiidain; bast dysdeyn of symple folk, & lust no^t to speke to bem but 
i.e.ifthoude- *> </ */ r ^ jt 

8pw«^pi«ft)ik, full of scorn & of iapys ; in beryng pe foule to }?i sogettys, 
oSlompt* * bareiously takyst on wyih bem, & wyt^ J)i peerys, & wyt^ )?i 

bettyr, & felly & prowdly scbamyst & reprouyst bem, more for 16 
pride pan for cbaryte, more for ]7i temperal barme ]7an for ber« 
trespas i^ens god ; in reprcuyng o}>er« of bere symple kynrede, 
of pouert, of mysscbap, & of sucbe opere tbjmges. Indigna- 
cjoun IS ofte tym) cause of mycbe barm), ij. "Eiegtim xzj. c^.^ In 20 
In the time of pe dayes of kyng dai;td was a gret bungyr in pe lond of Israel, 
ttierewas^^^ duryng tbre ^ere, Dauid askyd of god wby ]?at bunger fell 
]7ere in pat lond ? god seyde : indignacyoun is cause ! for saul 
becauseSanihad & bis meyne wentyn wytA gret indignacyoun, &, wyih dyspyjt, 24 

slain the Gibe- _ _ 1 i 1 • i 

onites who lived oppressedyn & slowyn be pore seruauntys in bat lond, be wbicbe 

as servants in 

the country. weryn of pe cuntre of gabonye, J>at com) tbedyr & ^oldyn bym 

to pe iewys, & weryn bere laborery^ & bere seruaunty^. & ^itt 

for all paif manye of pe iewys baddyn gret indignacyoun of ^8 

bem, and baddyn bem in gret dyspy3t ; Josue ix. ffuU of mycb 

[Pol. 27 a.] wo I and dyspy^t, of nede & of pouert, was bere lyif. for pe 

gret indignacyoun of pe prowde iewys, J)ei weryn to bem in 

dyspy^t & in abieccyoun. Ps.'* *Obprobriuw babundantiln^, 32 

* Matt, xxiii. 12. =* 2 Sam. xxi. i sqq. ' Ps. cxxii. 4. 



cH. XII.] The Seventh Corner is Impudence^ the Eighth is Sturdiness. 77 

& despeccio superbis.* for J>is pride of indignacyouw was \fai 
hungyr in isroel thre ^ew, be J>e wreche of god. 

§pe seuenthe cornere of wose in pride is vnschamfulnes ; bat The seventh 
comer is 
4 is, whan) bou hast no schame of bi synne, & whanne bou auauw- Impudence; 
* / •' I i.e. ifthou 

tyst J)e of \>i wyckydnes, and spekyst of J>in harlotrye opynly to &2P^^"^ 
})e peple, for delyjt, and leuyst for no schame of god ne of J)e 
world; and whanne )?ou synnest opynly, wytA-oute schame, 
8 & whawne J>ou enioyest of }>i wyckydnesse. Ps.* * Quid gloriaris 
in malicia, qui potens es in iniqmtate % ' Why enioyest ^po\l in 
]?i malyce \>ai art so myghty in wyckydnes 1 god schal 
dystroyen ^pe in-to \>m ende. he schal stnbbyn ]?e vp, londe 

12 & roote, & cachyn }>e out of )>i dwellyng-place. he schatt caste 
)?i roote fro J?e lond of heueiD. Ps." * propterea deus destruet te 
in finem, euellet te, & emigrabit te de tabemacwlo tuo, & radicem 
tuam de terra ^viuenciuw.' )>©rfore Seynt Poule, Epib. v.', seyth : 

i6 * Be no swyche foule synne nemlyd in 30W, no harlotrye, ne o\per 

foly, ne foul spekyng/ 

bis vnschamfulnesse is two fote brede of wose. }?e o fote is This corner is 
,.,,,.. , twofeetof 

fole hardynes; pat is, boldnes in pm opyn synne, & hast no breadth; vis. 

20 dreed ne schame to don euyl, ne to spekyn euytt. Ano]?er fote nejs in open sin, 
brede of wose in J?is corner* of pride, is fole schame; \>ai is, ^?uf**^'il5i 
whawne )>ou lettyst to do gode dedys in J)e syjt of folk, for^^^^*^. 
schame of }?e world ; for )>ou art a fole }?at, ftir schame of })e ^^^^^^^^"^ 

24 world, lettyst to don a godd dede ^pai may plese god, for ony 
speche. for he is a fool fat lettyth, for schame, to do wel, for 
he plesyth nojt god, but J)e world. )>erfore castyth out of joure 
pyt )5is two fote brede of wose in pride in }>e seuenthe cornere ! 

28 pe viij. & be laste cornere of wose in pride is sturdynesse; The eighth 

. . comer is 

bat is, whanne bou excusyst bin opyn or pryve synne, bi sturdiness; 
* ' *'''■*' 1. » *f 1 i.e.if thouex- 

wyckydnes, & pi defawjte, & wylt nojt knowyn ]>i defawte, ne puse thy »^*^ 
wylt nojt suffryn to ben vndertakyn. & ]?is is on of J>e werste reproof. 

32 parcellys of wose of att pride, as seynt Austyn seyth, li6ro xiiij. 

^ & xiij. capit., de ciuitate dei, sic dicens : * Peior dampnabiliorqwe 
superbia est, quvm in peccads suflPragiuw excusactonis exquiriti^r.' 
}>erfore caste out ]>e wose of sturdynesse in J>e viij. cornere of 
1 Ps. li. 3. 2 Ps. li. 7. ' Eph. V. 3. 



78 Pride is the Root of Sins. It may be Deadly or Venial Sin. [ch. xn. 

A proud person pride 1 A prowd p«rsone is lyche a lyouw, as seynt Thomas 

which would & Albert ^ seyn. A lyouw wytt bat alle obere bestys do wor- 

reijifn over all " j ^ i i ^ 

animals. schyp) vnto hym, & dredyn hym, & obeyin vnto hym. Eyjt so, 

a prowd man desyreth J>at alle men schulde hym worschepyn, 4 

& dredyn, & to hym obeyin. Jeremie xlix.' * Ecce qi^si leo 

Pride most dis- ascendet de sup^rbia.* }>e synne of pride most dysplesyth god 

of oJ>cre synnes, for it dystroyeth alle vertuys. it makyth 

a soule, J>at is lyche god, lyche J>e feend of helle. Dicit doctor : 8 

* Apostate angelo homo similis efficitwr, dum homo homintbus 

and he will simtlis esse dedignatur.' God schal ponyssche on man more for 
punish it more . , . _ . . -t-* -nk . 

than any other his pnde in peyne pan for ony olper synne. Ps.' * Retribuet 

habundaviter facientibt«« sup^biam.' gregorie seyth, liftro xxxiii j. i a 

For it is the root jnoralium, prope finem, J>at pride is roote of alle synnes. for, 

but a root« wer« wryed in ]>e erthe, no braunchys schulde 

growyn out. Ry^t so, but pride were rootyd in f>e herte, no 

[Fol. 27 b.] sywne schulde springe | oute. gret multitude of folk euermore 16 

folwyth a qween. Ry^t so, synnes wyth-owtyn nouinbre folwyn 

and the queen pride. ]>€rioTe pride is qween of alle synnes, for pryde is 

hegynnjjig of euery synne. Whoso kepyth pryde, he is full of 

ait cursednesse. Ecc. x.^ ' Inicium omnis peccati superbia ; qui 20 

As soon as a tenuit illam, adimplebiti^r maledictis.' In wrastlynsf, whan 
wrestler lifts the , , n , f , 

foot of his ad- a cliaumpyou9% may lyften an-oJ?erys foot, }>anne he throwyth 

throws him hym doun. Ryght so ]>e feend, whanne he may lyfte }?e foot of 

fl* ^raises^* ^^^ affeccyoun vp to pride, he castyth J)e douw to synne and 34 

to*5^de?andr^ ^ dampnacyoun. ]>e hey^ere he rayseth J)e vp be pride, )?e 

to dkmnXn!™ l^were & ]>e fowlere fatt ]>ou schalt haue » at l?in ende in \>e pytt 

of helle. 'Qui se exaltat, humiliabitwr.' A prowd man is 

vnhappy ; for eueremore, of good sede he repyth wycked corn, 28 

pat is for to say, of gode dedys pat he doth, he repyth synne 

& dampnacyoun, for prowd he is jjerof, & lesyth his mede. 

If you persist in Whanne bou holdyst bi-self in bin herte gret & worthy, sif bat 
pnde aeliber- 

ately, it is elacyouw dure stylle wytA full avysement, & dely^t, & desyre 32 
deadly sin ; 

of worschypjD, J)awne it is dedly synne; Becundum Thowam, 

^ Cf. Albertus Magnus, Compendium Totius Theologice Veritatis, Lib. 
ill. Cap. 14. * Jer. xlix. 19. * Ps. xxx. 24. * Ecclesiasticus x. 15. 
^ MS. ' haue in helle,* anticipation of the following words. 



en. XII.] Vainglory is either Deadly or Venial Sin, 79 

ij*. ij®. q. 92 ^ But aif in bin herte come suche sterynges of but should your 

., ^_ __, ., ^ heart be stirred 

pnde, wytA-oute delyberacyouw, & bi doom of resouw consente toitunwiiiini?iy, 

•^ ^ it w venial sin. 

no^t perto, ne delyjt nojt longe }>eriD, Jeanne }>e sterynges of 

4 pride are venyatt synne. 

|a H In veynglory ^, whanne bou desyrest to ben holdyn gret in Boasting may be 

C? ,.. -i.ni necessary, when 

opere mennys mowthys, m praysinges owtward, jif J?ou desyre men give you 

)?at wordly praysing for to fie a wyked lose & a wyked name, it is tWseiy; 

8 nedefutt for Jjat skyl. Samuel preysed hym-self, pWmo Bsgum 

ij. jif bou desyre prcysing, in entent bat god schulde berby be itischarity.if in- 

1 T . 1 <» -I . tended to edify 

worschepyd, & ]>i neyghboure edyfyed in soule, pat is charite. one's neighbour; 

for fat skyl Poule preysed hym-self, ij. oorinth. xij. but ^if J)ou but if one should 

12 desyrest suche praysing for coueytise of lucre, as ]>e pharyseis ^^^19^ I^!^ 

dedyn,in feynyng longe preyerys, \>ai is dedly synne. *Et sic deuo- ^Jn. 

rabant domes viduarwm.' Mat. xxiij.' And whawne ]>ou desyrest, Also, vainglory 

or dost, ony dede lefiFul for to haue praysinge, and J>e ende & }>e used as a means 

16 entent is for to don f)erby ony dedly synne, }>anne is p&t desyre another sin. 

of praysing, dedly synne. as J>us ; pou ^euyst of pi good to be 

preysid, worschepyd, or louyd, wherby Ipon myjte in ]?e ende do 

leccherye, or sum o})ere dedly sywne ; f^aTine is )>at desyre of - 

20 praysing dedly synne, as wel as ]>e dede folwynge. And whanne 

]?ou dost a dede J?at is dedly synne to be praysed Jj^rfore, }>anne 

is bat desyre of praysing, dedly synne. And whanne bou dost But if no deadly 

, ^ - sin follow after, 

a venyal synne for to ben praysed ))erfore, so it be don, pat the desire of 

praise is venial. 
24 perhj no dedly synne folwe in pe ende ; ))anne is J)at desyr* of 

praysing, venial synne. as J>us ; pou hast rycches or precyous 

clothys for to be worschepyd or praysed of pe peple. pe desyre 

of pat praysing & )>i delyjte in pe rycches & clothys is venyal 

28 synne. but jif dysgysing, or excesse of clothys, or wastfuU 
expendyng, or euyl getyng, or euyl kepyng, or mysvsyng, be 
perin, or o}>ere be hynderyd J>erby, or harmyd, or be entent to 
do ))erby ony dedly synne, or for to stiren o]>er« to dedly synne ; 

3 a I^anne is pat desyre of praysing & dely^t in pe clothys & rycches, 

dedly synne. aif bou do vertuys or gode dedys princepally for Virtues and good 

works done for 
^ Thomas d' Aquino's Somma Theologica II* (pars) IP (partis\ quaes- 
tio 92 (?). Cf. Migne, Thomas Aquinas ; Paris, 1862. 

^ MS. in margin : ' de vana gloria.* ' Matt, xziii. 14. 



80 Beware of Pride I The Story of a Countess damned for Pride, [ch. hi. 

the sake of ]>at ende to be praysed, it is to }>e dedly synne, }po gode dedys 

praifle»aPe 

[Fol. 28 a.] * vertuys. as J)us; Preche, | synge, rede, saye massys, jeue 

deadly sin; almes, make )>i prayerys, fiaste, do penaunce, & J>ou do hem only 
for }pai entent to be praysed, to be worschyped, or holdyn holy, or 4 
to haue J?e grettere wordly lucre ; it is dedly synne, f^agode dedys, 

but if the desire for it am dyfFoulyd in pride, in veynglorye. but aif bin entent 

of praise be not ^ • • 1 !• 

thenMtmmotive. in ]?e begynnyng of ^po gode werkys is pniicypally for })e love of 
Riven up, it is god & for charyte, & nojt princepally for preysyng, ]>anne, Jwwj 8 
J>er« falle, after ))e begynnyng of J>in gode dedys, in-to J>in herte 
desyres & thou3tes of proysinge & veynglory, so it be avoyded 
sone wytA dyscrecyoun & doom of delyberacyoun, whanne }>ou 
art avysed afterward; )>anne J)o desyres & elacyouns of veyn- 12 
glory am but venyalt synne. terfore, takyth heed be my woordys, 
wharine 50 synnen in pride venyally, & whanne dedly, & castyth 
out of ^wire pytt )>e wose of dedly synne in pryde, in alle his 
viij. comerys, J)at is, in presumpcyoun, in veynglorye, in 16 
vnobedyens, in boldnes, in ypocrysie, as I tolde 30U }>e o]?er day, 
& also in jndignacyoun, in vnschamefulnes, & in sturdynes, as 
I haue told 30W ]?is day I & cast out J>b wose depe, tyl ^e fele & 
Large fishes are fynde a syker ground of mekenes & lownes. grete fyssches are 20 

caught in the , . 

net. while small takyn in be nett, & slayn ; smale fyssches scapyn throm be nett 

ones escape ; ^ 

^dSS^wTh^t ^^^ ^^ watyr, & lyven. Prowde folk are takyn in J)e feendys 

be^avS!*^^ "^ [nett], & are slayn in peyne of deth ; smale folk ^, in lownes, 

scapyn thrugh }>e feendys nett of temptacyoun in-to J)e watyr of 34 

grace, & schal lyvyn in blysse. 

[The CowfUesa danrned for Pride.] 

A pious and Exaumple. li6ro de dono timorte ^. A countas, chast of body, (^ 

was brought to gret in doing almes-dedys, devowt in prayery^, deyid, & was 28 
dfunnation, 

drawyn wytA feendys to helle-ward, & cryed, * alias I ' & aperyd to 

a lady of frauTice, fowl as a feend, & seyde to here : * be pou. ware 

be me & alle o]?ereI for I was a good lyuere in alle o}>ere 
because she took thynges, saaf I hadde dely^te in pride & veynglorye, in prowde 33 
pleasure in dress- aray of myn heuyd & of my body, in longe traynes, & in brode 

homys, and I desyred werdly worschyppe. and only for J)is pryde 

I am dampnyd wythroutjn ende ! ' 

^ MS. folk folk. > MS. in margin : 'narractV 



CH. XII, XIII.] Tie Story of the Humble Nun. The * Ooze of Envy,* 81 

Sythen J)at a couDtasse was dampnyd for pryde, beth ware, je 
poore folk )3at aw prowde, & takyth lownes I * Magnus potes 
esse & humilis ; pauper potes esse & superbus.' 

4 [Ths HvmbU Nun:\ 

jf Heraclides dicit. Exauwple^ In a Nuwnerye was a nuwne There was anim 

cJJl '^ " who suffered 

bat, for loue of crist, lefte pride, & toke lownes, & made here as every kind of 

' » jr > humiliation 

a fool, & obeyid here to alle here sustren as here fool, scbe wyssche ^^^^i^^* 
8 here dyssches, & scouryd here pottys, sche turnyd here spyttes, ^^^ " * '^^* 
sche lay in pe kechyn ny3t & day, sche sate neuere at horde, but 
eete of here trenchourys & of here broke mete ]>ai was most 
abiecte. sche wente euere bare-foote, here heuyd was wryed 

12 wi/ih rente clowtys. J?ey in ]>e kechyn, for iape, pouryd on here 

hefd hoggyswasch : sche grucchyd neuere. Be steryng of an A hermit, on his 
aungyl, an holy man, J>at hy^t Pincerii*^, kom out of desert to J)at vent, 
nuwnerye, & clepyd aforn hjrm alle ]>e nuwnys, saaf sche fayled 

i6 ]>ai made here as a foole. pe holy man seyde to hem, * On of 30W 

fayleth ^it here.' J)e nuwnys seyden, ' none fayleth but a fool.' 

be man seyde, * clepe here hyder I * sche com), be holy abbot fell fell down before 

her, and asked 

doun to here fete, & seyde to here, ' holy modyr, blysse pan me I for her blessing. 

20 Sche fell douw to his fete, & seyde, * holy fadir, blysse pou me 1 ' 
here sustryn seyde, * Abbot, sche is a fool. Why do ^e here 
I J?is worschip) 1 ' pe Abbot seyde, * 50 be folys I for sche is [Fol. 28 b.] 
holyere )?an ^e or I.' p&nne here sustryn ciyedyn here mercy 

24 of pe dyffoule pat J>ei dedyn here, & sche forjaf it hem. In J>is After her death, 
lownes sche dyed ; & auwgelys, wytA melodye, beryn here to blys. heaven. 

fforsakyth pride, takyth lownes, bat aungelys mowe here 30W Therefore, be 

humble I 
to blyss ! To J?e whiche &d. 

28 Capitulnm xiij^. 

De luto Inuidie. 

^ rilHE oJ>er day, I tolde 30U how ^e schulde castyn out of ^oure 
JL pytt pe wose of pride, now I schal telle 50U how ^e 
32 schal caste out pe wose of enuye. I rede in Je?. xxxiiij. cajntvlo, Bifvr!^ **' 
^ MS. in margin : * narrooto de huim'^itate.' 
G 



82 The Three * C(ymer% of Envy: The Simile of the Harp. [ch. wii. 

Envy conceived )Hit J?er was a modyr \:at conceyvid two dowjterys. }>e modyr 

from the Devil, is Enuye/herd two dowtery« am ioye of l>io neyghboury* harme 

& Borwe of J?in neyghboary« good. J>ise two dowjtery* e»uye 

conceyvyd of fe deuyl, for ]>e feend is here fadyr, for he wolde 4 

Ipai alle men weryn evylle, & ^pai no man were good. ]>erfore, 

thrugh his enuye, deth of dampnacyoun entryd in to mankynde. 

saptencitf pnmo ^ ' Inuidia diaboli mors intrauit in orbem ter- 

rarum.' Jwfore, J>ei )?at enioyen of wyckydnes, & sorwyn of 8 

goodnes in here ney3boure, am verryly dowterys of J>e feend, for 

J)ei folwyn hise condycyouns. 

Envy is the IT Enuye is werst of alle synnes. why 1 for obcre synnes am 

wont of all sins, •« . 

contrarye to on vertew, as pnde is contrarye to lownesse, la 

leccherie is contrarye to chastite, coueytise is contrarye to 

largenesse, & so of o]>ere synnes. but enuye is contrarye to 

for it is opposed alle vertuys & to alle iroodnessis. b^ore, envye is nost only 
toallvirtues. , , , . . ^. „ , ^ . 

wyked, bat it is werst of alle synnes. ' hec e^^ iera pessima, 16 

que deuorauit ioseph ; ' gen. xxj.' 

Bnvy has 3 Enuye hath iij. comerys of wose. }>e ferste is in J>e herte, 

first is in the be sectmde in be mowth, be thridde is in dede. IT In be comere 

heart, and it is ^ ^ '^ " . r 

3feet in breadth, of Enuye in herte ' is thre fote brede of wose. be ferst fote of 20 

These are re- "^ ' 

?pectivei^y^. ^Tose is fals demyng. An-o]>er is, whafD J>ou in enuye demyst 

badi^fan- falsely in J)in herte ]>e goodnesse of an-o}>er man. J)e thredde 

ottier's good- £q^q q£ jj^e^jg Qf ^Qg^ ig foly forthynkynge ; )?at is, whanne f>ou 

anothert^el- ^^ herte art sory of an-o]?ere mawnys welfare. • ProuerWa xviij.* 34 

'Qui in ruina letatt^ alterit^, non erit inpunitue.' Whoso 

enioyeth hym of an oj^ere mannys harm, he schal no^t be 

vnpunysched, Seynt gregorie seyth in prologo moroZtum, 

The string of a whaTine an harpe is weel sett in tewne, whanne a stryng of be 38 

harp, when 

touched, moves harpe IS towchyd, anone an-ober stryng bat is acordyng to 
others in uni- j j v o 

son J Jjat stryng m tewne, is steryd & mevyd of J?e towchyng of his 

even so, the felawe. Byght so gostly, whanne a good cnsten) man is 

pood christian o jj o 

IS seized with towchyd wj/ih ony bodyly or wordly dyssese or myscheef, 3 a 
his neighbour's gm-oper good cristefD man, acordyng wytA hym in loue, wyth- 
outyn enuye, is styrred, & hath ruthe & pyte of his dyssese. so 

* Sap. ii. 24. * Gen. zxzvii. 33. 

* MS. in margin : * Inuidia in corde.' * Prov. xvii. 5. 



cii. XIII.] Unvy in the Month, S&wing of Duedrd, 83 

hadde Seynt Poule rathe of o]>er6« harme, and j^erfore he sejde, 
* Quis infirmatur, & ego now infirmor ^ ? ' Who is syke, and I am 
no3t syke )?erfore 1 as ]x)W5 he seyde, * no man is syke, hut I he 

4 syke.' for Poule techyth vs, Ad l^ixymanos xij.^ * Gaudere cum 
gaudentih^^, & flere cum flentiht^/ Enioyeth yryih hem ]^at 
enioyen m prosperyte, wepyth wytA hem ]>at wepyn in aduersite I 
})at is to seyne, puttyth awey enuye out of jourc herte, & Be not envious, 

8 enioyeth no^t of o^p&res harm, ne sorwyth nojt of o}?er«« welfare ; 
hut enioyeth of olperes welfare, & beih sory of here dyssesel but oompaMion- 
^ pe sccwwde cor-|nere of wose in enuye is in J?e mowth ', [Pol. 29 a.] 
& fat is thre fote hrede in wose. J)e ferst fote of wose in ^p\& ne/isln the^' 

12 comere of enuye is myssaying; fat is, whan fou spekyst euyftSsfeet'^ 

of an-ofer mawnys goodnesse, & peynest J?e to makyn it lees. i. slander. 

irt>e secwTide fote hrede of wose in bis com«re of envye is ?•* bitterness,* 
•• r *f i.e. to exagger- 

hyttemesse ; fat is, whan f on heryst euyl of an-of er man, & J*?i2dc^Simny 

1 6 f ou makyst it more, & dost it he knowyn ahowtyn, & whan f ou 
wylt nojt techyn ofere, & counseylin hem to f e beste,ne comfortyst 
hem in here gode, ne wamyst hem of here harm, ne tellyst hem 
here profy^t ; hut iapyst & scomyst of ere, & art redy to procuryn 

ao hem harm, fe thredde foote hrede in wose in fts comere of 

enuye is bacbyting * ; fat is, whan f ou spekyst euytt he-hynde 3. backbiting. 

a man, & turnyst all fat f on mayst f e gode dedys of an-of er man 

to fe werste. In fis cornere of wose in fe mowth is sowyng of Sowing of dia- 

24 dyscorde ^ ; fat is, whavine f ou makyst hem enemyes fat were 
freendys, & makyst stryif & debate wytA talys & lesynges 
berynge aboute. I fynde, Prouer. yj®.', fat among alle synnes 
god gretly hatyth hem fat sowyn dyscord amonge ney^boury^, 

38 for fey ben verryly f e chylderin of f e fende, & fei ben con- 
trarye to crist, fat is prince of pes & louere of pes, & fei ben 
acordyng to f e feend, fat is prince of debate & of dyscorde. 
ferfore seyth fe gospel, Mat. y^? *Blyssed be makers of pes!* 

32 cursed, f anne, are fey fat sowyn dyscord, to hrekyn fe pes. 

* 2 Cor. xi. 29. * Bom. xii. 15. 
3 MS. in margin : ' inuidia in ore, i, 2, 3.' 

* MS. in margin : * bacbityng.' * MS. in margin : * diacordia.* 
« Prov. vi. 19. ' Matt. v. 9. 

O 2 



84 Envjf in the Deed. It turns Goodness into Wickedness, [ch. xni. 

The third corner be thredde comere of wose in ennye is in dede^: & bat is dT 

is in the deed, ' . , 

«nd is 3 feet in thre fote brede of wose. be first fote brede of wose in dede is 
breadth, vix. -* 

m^^SooDm* P^^^g ^^ ^^ ^^ restreynyng, ))at is, wbanne Jjou restreynyst 
menceawell: ^ puttyst a-bak in })i dede, all )Hit J?ou mayst, a man })at hath 4 

a. ruining a man a ffood beffynnynff, & wolde do well to god & man. be sect^nde 
who would flun ^ ^^ *> o ^ o j 

do right; fote brede of wose in dede of ennye is a fordoyng; \>at is, 

whanne, for enuye in J?i dede, J>ou dystroyest him }pai wolde do 

5. discrediting ryat bothe to god & man. be thridde fote brede of wose of 8 

the name of a , , , 

good man. ennye in dede is oppressing of wyles; J?at is, whanne Jwn, for 

ennye, abatyst ]>e name of a good man in all ]>at ]?oa may. ]>e 

lawe, vj. ({uestio j. (Mpit/uld ' deteriores ' ', [seyth] ))at a bakby tere 

is worse J>an a theef ' ; for it is worse to stelyn awey a mannys la 

good name J^an his catell. Prouer. xxij.^ ' Melius est bonutn 

nomen qteam dinicie multe.' 

Cast out ^ ^ Caste out of J?i pytt J>is wose of ennye in J?ise comery«; J>at 

is, out of }nn herte, out of ]>i mowth, & out of ]>i werkys, & 16 

forsake ]>e sede of dyscordi ffor doctourys seyth ^pai enuye, in 

J?e, tumyth gold to copyr ", precyouse stonys in-to wose, come 

in-to chaffe, wyne in-to watyr, hony in-to galle, day in-to ny3t, 

ioye in-to sorwe, bawme in-to dunge, electuarium in-to venym). ao 

'Conuertit aurum in cuprum, gemmas in lutum, granum in 

paleam, vinum in aquam, mel in fel, diem in noctem, gaudium 

in merorem, balsamum in sterquilinium, electuarium in 

for Envy turns venenum.' J^is is for to seyne, all goodnes in him ]>at hath 34 

wici^Uiess. enuye is tumyd in-to wyckydnes, alle vertues are tumyd in-to 

synne; for of alle goodnes & vertuys in his neyjbour^ he 

sorwyth, & of all his ney3hboury« dyssesys he enioyeth. J?erfore, 

as in a good lyuere all thing, good & wycke, tumyn hym to 38 

gode ; Hy^t so, in an envyous man, alle thinges, goode & wycke, 

tumyn hym to harm & synne. * Diligentilm* deum omnia 

* MS. in margin : * in op«re (?).' 

' cap. 15. Causa 6. qusestio i [Corpus Jnr. Canon, i. 557]. 
' MS. in margin : ' detractor peior est furg.' e cut off, and the word 
wrongly restored as ' fur^o ' by a later hand. 

* Prov. xxii. i. 

' MS. in margin: 'Inuidia multa mi^a fadt.' This gloss having been 
injured by the binder, it is re- written by another hand in smaller characters. 



CH. xiii.] The Six Sins against the Holy Ghost, 85 

coop^antur in bonum * ; ' sic p«r contrarium, inuidentibi^^ omnia 
cooperantwr in malum. 

Enuye is contrarie to ]>e holy gost ^ & }>e synne ^pai god most Envy is <»posed 

4 hatyth ; for it I is so pwylous ', bat vnethys be enuyons man Ghost 
comyth to repentauwce. In vj. maners a man may synnen ajens ^j^^ ^.^ ^.^j^ ■ 
}?e holy gost : Oon is pr^sumpcyouw *, fat is, ouyr-hope ; }?at is, ^y ohostare : 
whan J>ou wylt nojt leue J?i synne, but trustyst in goddys mercy. *• presumption. 
8 f ou makyst goddys mercy to ouyr-large. for, J?of ]x>u synne 
euere in f>i synne, Jwu wenyst J>at god wyl nojt lese }>e. )?ere 
holdyst J?ou god vnry^twyse, and settyst his ry^twysnes at nou3t. 
And so J?ou makyst goddys mercy to large & his ryjtwysnes to 

12 scars. & so longe f>ou mayst synnen in f>is, \>ai J)Ou schalt 

neuere haue mercy. If J)e s^ct^Tide synne ajens fe holy gost is a. despair, 
wanhope ^ ; fat is, whan fou art so full of foly, fat fou trustyst 
no3t in fe mercy of god ; for f ©u thynkest fat god may nojt 

i6 for^eue f e fi synne. & so, in fat wanhope, fo« makyst god 

mercyles, & in f is ouerhope f ou fordoost his ry5twy3nes. IT f e 

thridde synne ajens f e holy goste is hardnes of herte • ; fat is, 3- hardhearted- 

ness, 
whawne f ou art so hardyd in synne, f ot no man may wynne f e 

20 out, and f ou wylte nojt amende f e for ought fat men may do. 

% f e ferthe "^ synne is dyspyjt of penaunce ; fat is, whanne, in 4. contempt of 

comberaunce of fe feend, fou wylt nojt repente fe of fi synne. 

IT f e fifte synne is feyjtinge ajens grace of fe holy gost ; fat is, s- opposition to 

the grace of the 
24 whan f ou woldyst for-don hem fat am led wytA f e holy gost» Holy Ghost, 

for f e enuyous man wolde fordo fat fe holy gost puttyth to 

hem. il f e yj. synne is fy^ting asens soothfeistnes : fat is, 6. opposition to 

. truthftihiess. 

whanne f ou wytingly holdyst ajens truthe, wytA al f 1 myjt. 

28 & f enne getyst f ou no mercy, for so don heretykes, fat holdin 

ajens f e feyth. 

* Kom. viii. 28. 

2 MS. in margin : * Inuidia es^ contraria BptVifuo (aic !) mneio* 
' MS. 'perlyous.* 

* MS. in margin : < Sex modis potest qtcamtds peccare in vgiriiwoi 
sancf um * * i. presumpcio.' 

' MS. in margin : ' a. wanhope.' 

' MS. in margin : ' 3. Duricia cordis.' 

^ MS. in margin : ' 4, 5, 6,' without side-notes. 



86 Deadly and Venial Sin*. Simile of the Barking Dog. [en. nu. 

These sins are bise 86X6 synnee bynden a man 80 Caste, bat vnethe I may 

seldoni oon- 

^'Mwd. fynde a man^ ^pat wyl in schryfte graoMtyn )>at )>i8e ben 

«nd therefore synnes, no be repentant of hem. berfore it is selden seen ]>i8e 

SSluOIB ftuviTeit* 

synnes for^euyn. perfore beth ware of enaye I for }>at in ))e 4 
is on of ]>e synnes of })e holy gost, for it makyth )>e, wytA att ]>i 
my^t & }>i counseyl, to lettyn oj^ere ]>at woldyn do wel, & it 
makyth ]>e to holdyn a^ens truthe. caste out of Ipi pytt ]>is wose 
of enuye, ^if ])oa wylt bane m«rcy of god ! 8 

If tboa beenvi- In ]>in enuye, )if boa haue beuynesse of ]>i neghbooryj pn>s- 

ous fh>ni a na- , , . , . 

turai desire, it perite, m appetyte, wytA-outen fiin ayysement ; jif )x)u be Jn 

natuiv haue ennye, it is, in }>e ferst steryng, bat venyal synne. 

ifthoa envy thy btttwhamie }poxk wyih fait avysement & wytk fal delyberacyoon is 

neighbour's 

prospwity deli- art sory of \>i neghbourys pnyspeiyte in \n.n ennye, }»iuie sorwyst 

deadly sin; jjoa of his wel&iv, }>er« Jxm scholdyst enioyen, & }>at is dedly 

but ifthoa be synne. Bat whan boa art sory of an-obere« prosperite, noa3t for 

Borry tor an* 

other's wealth, ennye bat he excellyth be in soodnesse or rrcches, in lone 16 

because it harms ' v ^ o 

tliemwi^Meif or worschip); but \>ou art sory of his tempera}! godys, for )3oa 

boorti, there is geest it tamyn hym to harm of his soule & to harme of his 
nosuL " " 

ney^boors ; })at heaynes & sorwe of his wordly prosperyte in \)e 

is good & no synne. And ]x>a seest )>at he wytk his temporal ao 

welthe doth }>e wrong, or ellys he hynderyth & noyeth opere 

gode & trewe men wytA his * tempersd) godys ; ]x)f ])oa sorwe for 

his prosperyte for ])at caose, it is venyal synne, or ellys no 

synne. And yi£ "pon art heay pat ]>i ney^booie hath myche 34 

good, & )>in heaynes is no^t for pe good, bat becaase he is 

praddere, pe more teraont^ pe more oaerledere, pe more carsyd 

lyvew, for his good ; pSMoe pin heaynes is leefdl}. j. Cor. iij.* 

' Emalaminl spm^oalia.' Ps.^ ' Noli emalari in malignantibcM, a8 

neqtM zelaams facientes iniqftttatem.' 'zelaui super iniquoe, 

[FoL so a.] pacem peccaforwm videns ^' ]>erfore castyth oat of ^oxue | pyt 

pe wose of enuye, pe wfaidie is dedly synne in alle his thre 

corner^, pat is, in herte, in tunge, & in dede ! 33 

Adogwinbaik An enuyous man is lykenyd to an hound, an hound is 
at a man for 

l^^ing t^ kis ^0 J>at ony man goth besyden him in pe waye, J)of J>e man 

»MS.ainan. « MS. his his. « i Car. »▼, I. 

* Ps. xxxvi. I. * Pa. badi. 3. 



CH. XIII.] The ' Ground of Friendship ^ Love.* Story of the Hermit 8f Bear. 87 

do hym non harme, & f>«rfore he berkyth on hym. so )>e 
enuyous man is wo of an-o]>er man })ot stondyth, or syttyth, by 
him, or goth besyden him in J?e waye, J?of J?e o]?«r man do hym 
4 non harm, jet he wyl berkyn on hym bacbytyng, & lesynges, 
& dyscorde. As sum hownd, beforn a man, fawnyth hym wytA. 
his tayl, & behynde him byteth hym; So f>e enuyous man 
spekyth sum-tyme fayre beforn an-o]>er«, & bakbyteth hym 
8 behynde. Ip&riorey ete Jwu nojt w^ J)e enuyous man, ne desyre 
J?ou nojt hise metysl Prou«r. xxiijo.* 'Non comedas cut?* 
homiwe inuido, & non desideres cibos eius ! ' 

Delue }?ou depe out of J?i pyt )?is wose of enuye tyl ]?ou Delve out the ^ 

13 fynde & fele a syker grownd, fat is, frenschyjD, fat is, loue. ffor tui you find the 
who-so styketh faste in wose of enuye, he may euyl out but god {^®°uf ^^p*}?*^ 
helpe hym. ferfore Damd seyth, Drawe me lord out of J)is 
wose, J?at I styke nojt faste f erin I * Eripe me de luto, vt non 

i6 infigar */ Delve depe out of fi pytt }>is wose of enuye tyl fou 
fynde fe trewe ground of loue to J>i neyghebour*. who-so 
louyth nojt his neygheboure, he dwellyth in deth, vt dicit 
loharme^ in epr^^ola sua'. £Por enuye ofte tyme is cause of 

30 a schamefuH ende. 

[The Hermit and his Bear.'] 

^ Exauwple *. Qregorie seyth fat an holy man clepyd Florence the 

SioTencius dwellyd alone in his selle, & had wyth him for to God ror some 

' ^ ^ creature to live 

H his sustynaunce but vj. scheep. he preyid to god to sendyn ^*i» Jj*^ «id 

Keep 1118 Bneep. 

him sum wyght to dwellyn wyih him, to kepyn hyse schepe fro 
deuowryng of wylde bestys. aft^ his preyer«, he fonde at his He found a bear 

; . , ,. . . \. , . , n at his gate who 

gate a here, inclynyng to him in signe of worscbip). he seyde did ail he bade 
a8 to f e here : ' go & dryue my scheep to here pasture, & kepe hem 
fro wylde beestys ! and euery day come home at vndryn ! ' pe 
wylde beste dede his byddyng *^. of f is dede, hys holy name 
sprange ouer aft be cuntre. ffourc munkys of an-ob«rholy man, Pour monks of 

^ ® '^ *r r .7 Butychiusen- 

33 fat hyjt Euthicius, hadden enuye wyih fflorence fat he was so vied Piorence, 

* Prov. xxiii.6. ' Ps. ixviii. 15. ' i Jolin iii. 14. 

* MS. in margin : ' exemplum sine narracto.* 

^ MS. ' onyr all )>e cuntre * crossed. 



88 The Story of the Two Faithful Friends. [ch. xmi. 

and Blew the holy holdyn, more J^an here mayster Euticius, be-cause of ]>i8 
bere. J)erfore, priuyly Jjcy slowyn J?is bere, to hynderyn his 
good name. ]>e bere cond no^t home as he was wont to do. 
fflorence sow^t him, & fonde hym slayn, & he wyste who slow^ 4 
hym. he wepte more for her« enuye, ]>at slowe him, \>9il he 

^i*°i^G«r ' ^®^® ^^^ 1^® ^^^^ ^^ ^ ^^* 1^^°® ^® sayde * : * I hope in god 
vengeance, j^^ in hertf lyve J?ei schol haue wreche for here enuye, J?at dede 

]>is dede.' hastely ]x) same foure munkys wexyn foule lepiys, 8 
and the monks & here membrys rotyd fro ]>e bone, ft after Ipai deyiden a foul 
death. deth. So ]>e enuyous, but ^pei amendyn hem, schul haue a foul 

ende ! 

J>erfore caste out J?is woee of enuye tyl je fynde )>e ground i a 
of frenschyfD & of loue, for loue & frenschip) is a good ground 
& a clene. 

[The Two Faithful Friendal] 

Two merchantB, Exauwple '. Two marchauTites louyd hem to-gydere. bat i6 

one of Egypt ^ ^ j oj r 

uid the other of on dwellyd in egypt, & be oper dwellyd in Baldac. he of 

jsaici&cca, were 

Cto a^it to his ^^^*® ^^^ ^^ ^SJP^i ^ ^® ^^ egipt was glad of his comyng, 

chant ofBaK*'' & schewyd hym alle hise godys & his tresootwes. At viij. dayes 

dacca feU ill ende, he of baldac wexe wondyr syke. lechys com), & lokyd his ao 

[Pol. 80 b.] wat^, but sykenesse was non fouwde. At J>e laste he ope-|nyd 

his herte to his freend of egipt, & seyde pat he languryd 

for love of one & peyned for loue for oon of hise maydenys to haue here to his 

daughters. She wyif. his freend herde bat, & gaf here to hym, & aft J>e good 34 
became his wife. 

\>at he schulde haue receyvid for here, & all J>e good fat sche 

[schulde] haue receyuyd also, he weddyd here, and led here 

Afterwards, the wvth alt bat good hom) to Baldac. Afterward, he of egipt was 

Egyptian came ^ r & > er 

to Baidac<» m a a beggere, & for schame, on a ny3t, alt nakyd kam to Baldac, 38 

ruinSTte^^l ^ ©ntiyd in-to an old brokyn temple to restyn J>ere-in tyl 

t^A ^* ^** morwe, pat he myjt go to his freend. Men comyn in-to ]>at 

temple to sekyn oon bat had slayn a man, & fondyn bere bat 
and accused of i i 1 -.r t i • ^-l 1 

murder. man al nakyd. Men seydm to him, *pou hast slayne pat 33 

fend himself.^ man.' he seyde ' 5a,* for he wolde in pat pouert jeme haue be 

for he wished to 

die. 

^ tiayde added in margin. ' MS. in margin : ' narracio.' 



cH. XIII, XIV.] The Rescue of the Faithful Friends. The ^ Ooze of Wrath' 89 

deed for schame. he was led to prisouw, & on be morwe he He was led to 

the gallows. 
was led to )>e galowys. his frend )?ere com), wytA ojjer^ folk, 

to his hangyng, & knewe hym bat he was freend of egypte. His friend re- 
cognized him , 
4 & he of Baldac cryed, * late be I late be I he is vngylti of bat ande«sh of the 
•^ ' o^ X twooflferedhim- 

matinys dethi hangyth me vp, for I slowe bat man !' banne self t© the exe- 
^ o«' *» T T cutionerm place 

J>e o)>er freend was delyueryd, & he was takyn to ben hanged, of hisfHend. 

}>e frende })at was delyueryd cryed, 'hange me, & nojt hym, 

8 for I dede )>e dede I ' J)e oJ>er freend cried ajen, ' hange me, 

for I am gylty, & noat he I ' be mansleerc was ber« present. Then the real 

murderer 
& sey5 & herde how J>ei bothe stryven to-gedyr, eyther for 

o]>ere« loue, to haue ben hanged gyltles ; & had ruthe ]>at suche repented, 

I a trewe louerys schulde haue be dede gylteles for his man- 

sleyght^r. & he sterte forth, & seyde, 'neyther of hem dede 

bat dede. I slewe be man I ' he was bourwiyn : be obere two and confessed 
' ' , •/ 1 X his crime, 

were latyn louse. J^e lustyse dyde hem alle thre be led a-fore 

i6 be kyng. whanne fe kyng knewe J?e truthe, & seyj J>e grete Butthekin^ 
1 1 n 1 • /> 1 dismissed huui 

trewe loue amongc« hem, he jaf lyif to }>e mansleere for J)e loue 

\ai he schewyd to J?e of>6re two, to sauyn here lyves, to takyn 

his deth for his defawte. & be kyng rewardyd be obere two for and rewarded 

^ . the faithftil 

ao here trewe loue. J^e freend of Baldac ^af half his good to his firiends. 
freend of egipt, J)at was so nakyd & poore, whyche good he toke, 
& wente a3en home to egypt, wytA ioye & worschy^, and was 
a3en ryche in-to his ende. and eythir of J^is freendys hadde 

34 a blyssed ende. 

Eyat so, louyth aou to-gyderc in trewe loue I kepe wel bis Therefore, love 
•^', "^ ^ ^'^ , r r oneanother! 

ground, & caste out J>e wose of enuye I and }» kyng of heuen) 

schal rewarde 50U for ^oure trewe loue, here in grace, & in joure 

a 8 ende in blysse I To whiche blysse &5. 



Ca,pitulum xiiij™. 
De luto ire. 

<3i YjE o)>er day, I told jou how je scholdyn castyn out of The'ooeeof 
32 -I ^(mre pyt f>e wose of enuye, and now I wyll telle jou 
how 30 Bchul castyn out of joure pytt ]>q wose of wretthe. 



90 The Simile of tke Harp. The Three Degrees of Wrath. [ch. ay. 

wretthe is, whanne 'pan art wroth & 9Lngry, fell, malycyoos, 

desyringe wreche. Bertylmew, de proprietatilm« rerum, li&ro 

A lui^trinwl xvijo.^, he seyth pat an harpe * })at hath strynges of wolfys 

sheep's guts will guttys & of schepys mengyd to hope, schal neuert be set wele 4 

BeveiT Keep ux 

tune; iji tewne, be-cause J>e scheep & ]>e wolf am contrarye in kynde. 

■o» oompany of Ryjt BO, }>at companye schal neu^re acorde, ne lyaen in pes 

Picious men will & reste, peTB gode men & malycyous men, or ryjtfull men & 

»'^^' angry men, dwellyn to-gy-|der« ; for an angry man euere 8 

ri*ol« dX a> J 

rayseth stryif & debate. Prouer. xxvj." *Vir iracundtM 

The wrathftil prouocat rixas.' In wrethe bou art lyche a wolfe, fbatl for his 
one comiNired ^ j ^ ' lx j 

to a wolf. malyce wayteth his tyme to be vengyd on hym ]>at agrenyth 

hym. Ry^t so, ]>& angry, fell, & malycyous man wayteth his i» 

leysere to wrekyn his tene at wylle. Seynt Austyn exponnyth 

}>e tixt : Mat. vo.* * Qui irascitur fratri suo, reus erit iudicio,' 

The three de- he seyth, as Jjerc am thre degrees of synnes in wretthe, "pat is, 

"*• in herte, in tunge, & in dede, and iche is werse J>an o]7er0, so 16 

pere are thre degrees of peyne ]>erfore, & iche peyne is werse 

J)an o})er. 

X. hatred of the %pe firste degre of wretthe is in herte onlyche, & bat is 
heart, 

clepyd hate of herte. ' Qui irascitur fratri suo, reus erit 20 

iudicio.' Who-so is wroth w^ his brother, he is gylty to J>e 

dome, for he is worthy to be somounnyd to apere in pe doond 

a-fore pe hy^e ^ iuge, &, as he pat is gylty, to standyn at his 

answere, & ]7is is drede. for he pat hatyth his bro}>er is a man- 24 

sleertf, and ]ns is a peyne. for it is a gret drede to come to his 

answers pat is so gylty. 

malice of the IT pQ secwwde degre of wretthe is in J?e mowth, pat is, malyce 

of pe mowth. * Quicunqt^ dixerit fratri suo, racha^ reus erit a 8 

consilio *.' He })at schewyth out, wyth his mowth, dyspytotwly & 

scornfully pe malyce of his herte to angryn his brother be-cause 

of wretthe, & to bryngen hym out of charyte ; he is gylty to pe 

^ Bartholomaens, surnamed de Glanvilla. About him ct Robert Steele, 
Medieval Lore, etc. London, 1893. 

' MS. in margin : ' exemplum de cithera.* 

' Prov. xxvi. 31 has : * Sic homo iracundus suscitat rixas.* The reading 
in our text is identical with Prov. xv. 18 and xxix. 32. 

* Matt. v. 22. * MS. iustyse crossed. 



mouth. 



CH. XIV.] The Two Manners of Forgiving. The Four * Squares of Wrath' 91 

counseyl, for he is gylty & worthy to haue )>e sentence of J?e 

dome be aft })e counseyl )>at schal sytten wyt^ crist in demyng, 

and J>is is a peyne more dredfult J?an fe firste. 

4 IT J?e thredde degre of wretthe is in dede ; fwt is, whan })ou, 3. Tengeance. 

wyt^ }?i tunge, or wytA \\ dede, avengyst }>e of J?in enemy for 

wretthe. for he J)at, wytA his mowth, spekyth repree^ schame, 

or slaundre, or doth ony dede in malyce for wretthe, he is gylty 

8 to J?e fyrtf of helle. * Quiconqt^e dixerit, fatue, reus erit gehen/ie \' 

and ]7is peyne is most to drede. 

Seynt Thomas & Albert, in compendto theologie, \\hro iij®. 

ca2ntulo de ira *, J>ey seyn Jjat a man ^ may for^euyn his wrong to There are two 

13 his enemye in two manere«. In o manere is J^is, to puttyn awey giving: 

his wretthe & "pe rancours out of his herte whicti bat he hadde one^ wrat^tmS 

this is duty, 
ajens hym, & J>is is eue/y man boundyn to don of lawe of charyte, 

5if he wyK be sauyd ; for crist seyth, Mat. vj*°.*, 5if je forjyue 

16 no^t ^oure neyghbours her« synnes, ]>e fadyr of heuen) schal no^t 

for3eye 30U joure synnes. * Si noro dimiseritis hominibua pecca^a 

eort^m, nee pater celestis dimt tet Tobis peocato ve«^ra.' In an-ober «• by giving up 

-* one 8 quarrel, 
manere is f>is, for to fallyn awey fro ]>e quareft J>at he hadde to J*V*^^*'*^^ 

ao his aduersarie ; and )?is is he nojt bounde to do as for his ^ perfection, 
saiuacyoun, but )if he do it, he is ]7e more perfy^t^ & schal haue 
\>e more mede perfore. ffor crist, for perfy^t charyte, for^afe his 
deth to hem ]x(t slowyn hym, & seynt Steuen also. 

34 bis wose of wrethe is fours-square: sqware of wrethe is The 'ooze of 

'^ . 11 wrath* has four 

a-3eDs god ; ]>ai is, whanne "pan grucchyst a^ens god or a^ens squares, viz. 
his sayntes, whanne "pan felyst dyssese ; or whatine god werkyth God, 
nojt J?i wyit, Ipon seyst god is nojt ry^tfutt, he werkyth vnryjt* 

a8 fiilly. An-dper sqware of wrethe is ajens J?i-self, pat is, whanne a^against one's 
pon art so wroth a^ens J)i-self, J>at poa mayst neyther etyn ne 
drinkyn, & perchauws fallyst in sykenesse, for pon mayst no^t 
haue J?i wyll to be vengyd. J)is wretthe agreuyth but f>i-self. 

3 a H be iij. sqware of wretthe I is ajens J>i meyne, as ajens J>i wyif L^®^- 81 b.] 

3. against one's 
household, 
* Matt. V. 22. 

^ The full title of the book is : ' Compendimn totius theologicae veritatis, 

vii. libris digestum ; * its author is Albert the Great alone. 

8 MS. aman. * Matt. vi. 15. 
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or husbonde, chjld or seruaunte, as whanne "pon warowyst, 

cliydest, betyst, & faryst as a wood man, & recchyst neuere 

4. <«>^t onc'i what vessell )?oa brekyst. \>e ferthe sqware of wrattbe is a^ens 

pi neyjbourtf, pat wonyth be-side pe, 4 

Thta ooie is bis wose of wretthe is vij. fote of deptbe. be first fote of bis 

7 feet in depth: ^ , J r r^ r 

X. hatred of the wose is hate priue of herte ^ ; }>at is, whanne poa spekyst lytel, & 

guietiy waiting thinkest At menyst in herte myche malyce, abydyng J>i tyme tyl 

for the time of 

vengeance. pou mowe be vengyd. & lowryst, & chaungyst chore, & fleest 8 

companye, & waytyst, wha^ine pon mayst eythir be lawe, or be 

lordschypp), or be helpe of wycked cumpanye, to harmyn J>i 

neyghboure in his p^rsone or in his good; glad in herte to plete, 

lothe to acorde, & at })e laste poa acordyst wytA Judas kns. j. 13 

Joh. iiij.', who-so seyth pat he louyth his god, & he in herte 

hate his brothir, in ]7at wyse he is a lyere. whanne pon desyrest 

in herte harm or deth, or in wyl to sle an-o})er, jif pon durstyst 

or my^test, or lokyst grysely or egyrly, all J>is comyst (sic I) of 16 

hate of herte. ' Impudici cordis impudicti^ oeulos est nuncius.' 

Caste out )>is wose of rankoure & of hate in pe herte ! 

9. malice of the be sectmde fote dope of wose in wretthe is malyce of mowthe^ % 

mouth. . , C? 

pat is, stryif of woordys, & medle dispytous of tunge ; & rehersyst 20 

all pe schame & wyckednes of an-o])er6 )>at pon kanst, & more ]7an 

pon knowist; & throwyst forth manye scornfuU woordys in schame 

of an-oJ?er. perfore seyn Ponle seyth, Eph. iiij *, * Omms sermo 

mains ex ore vestro non procedat.' No wycked woord springe 34 

out of jourd mowth I scornyth nojt, dispyseth nojt, bakbyteth 

no^t, werwyth nojt, be-schrewyth no3t, prayeth for no vengeawns ! 

clepyth opere be no eke-namys ! schamyth no man ! steryth non 

oJ>er out of here charyte I chydeth nojt I couwseylyth non harm, a8 

ne procuryth, ne comaundyth non harm I J?is s^cwwde fote depe of 

wose in wretthe of jour^ mowth, castyth it out ! 

3. The deed of be iii. fote depthe of wose in wretthe is dede of wrethe*: 
vengeance. j v 

pat is, whan pon dost wreche, & hast no m^rcy, but fulfyllest pe 32 

cruel! & pe wycked wyl of J>ine herte in dede of vengeaurice, in 

^ MS. in margin: 'malicia cordis/ ^ i John iv. 20. 

* MS. in margin : ' Malicia oris.' * Ephes. iv. 29. 

• MS. in margin : * operis.* 
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sleinge, in werryng, in spyllyng of blood, in brennyng of housys, 
in dysherytynge of eyres, in dystroying of londys or beestys, in 
prisonyng, in raunsounyng, in betyng, in woundyng; alle })iBe 

4 comyn of wratthe. who-so wytt in dede be vengyd, god schali 
take vengeaunce on him. f>^ore for^yve him \a\» harmyth )>e, 
& ]7anne, whanne ]>oa prayist to god, \\ synnes schal be for^euyn 
to J?e. Ecc. xxviijo.^ 'Qui vindicari vult a dommo, inueniet 

8 vindictam. relinque proximo tuo tibi nocenti, & tuTic tibi 

deprecanti p^ccato soluentur.' ]7erfore, caste out of dede alt \\a 

wose of wretthe I 

be ferthe fote depthe in wose of wretthe is haetynesse or 4. flopoeneM in 
. . , . vengeance. 

12 feersnesse; ))at is, whan )?ou in J?i fervent ire, wytA-outyn ony 

abyding, or wyt^-outyn ony avysement, bastely takest vengeauns 

in stertyng })erto as a wood man, to bete, or to chastyse, or to 

don ony o\er dede of vengauws, or in smytyng ]n chylderyn, })i 

16 servaimtes, or ojjere, dyspytously & oute of mesur«. caste out 
)?is wose ! 

J?e fyfte fote depthe of wose in wretthe is mansleyghtcr ; J)at 5. manslaughter, 
is, jif ony man be J)e hath be slayn, or hurt in body, or | harmyd [I^ol, 82 a.] 

3o in name or in his godys ; or ^if be }>e ony persone hath ben 
enpoysouwd, or ony chyld hath ben oppressyd, dystroyed, or 
slayne, be drynkes or oJ>ere crafbys, or be ony oJ)ere dedys ; or 
be |7e, in fals enprisonement, or fals qwest, or false dome, ony 

34 man hath be deed or maymed. bou slest an-ober. whan bdu deftunation is 

^ ^ * T ^ T akindofman- 

defamyst hym,as seynt Austyn seyth, whose woordys arn rehercyd slaug)iter. 

in J?e lawe, de ■penitencia distinccio j., capitvlo * Pcriculose V Jm 

gospel it is seyd ]>at crist was slayn at vndren', and \>at was viyih 

38 fe iewys tungys, whanne J>ei cryed, * do him on ]>e cros I ' In 
an-o)?er gospel * it is seyd pat crist was don on J?e cros at mydday, 
& pat was of pe kny^tes, wgth here handys. whan) pen falsely 
apelyst ano})er, pou sleest hym ; & whanne pou drAwyst awey pe 

33 nedefult lyiflode ; & whawne pon wythdrawyst J)i gostly techynge 
fro pe peple; & wha^ine pon jeuyst opere wyldjied exanmple, 
& in ]7in opyn synnes & euytt werkys. perfore caste out pia wose ! 

^ Ecclesiasticus xxviii. i. ' cap. 33. Distiiictio i. de poenitencia [i. 1 163]. 
' Mark xv. 25. * Matt, xxvii. 46 (?). 
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Impatience and JSlaepiemy. The * Ground of Equity.' [ch. xnr. 



6. impatience, 
i.e. gnimblinir 
at a reasonable 
chaatiaement. 



.7.b1a0phem7, 

at the decrees 
of Providenoe, 



despising 
prayers and 
pilgrimages, 



and irrererence 
for God and the 
Saints. 
Cast out the 
ooze of wrath, 
till you find the 
ground of 
equity. 



which recon- 
ciles will to 
reason. 



}>e sexie fote depe of woee in wretthe is ynpacyence * ; J?at is, 
whan) ]>oa grucchyst a^ens resoanable chastysing oS. ^p\ souereyn, 
& a^ens reprouyng of ]7i synnes, demyng ]>at alle thynges 
are wrong }pai am don to ]>e i^ena ]>i wy)t. Poule seyth, 4 
2 Tymoth. 2 ^ ' Seraum dei non op^et litigar«, sed mansnetom 
esse, ad omties docibiletyi, pacientem ad omnia com modestia.' 
It behouyth ]>e seniaant of god no^t to stryve, bnt to be mylde 
to alle, & able to be taw3t^ & pacyent to alle, wytA good mesar« 8 
& tempemre ; for pacyens is oi soft rnanere* & of sofbe berynge, 
ynpacyens is full of malyce. 

J?e vij. fote of wose in wretthe is blasphemye ' ; f>at is, (JJJ 
whaTine JTOu gmcchyst or spekyst a^ns god in tribolacyoim, in 12 
sykenes, demynge Ipai gbd is Ynry^tfult or ynmy^tfolt, for he 
graant3rth J^e no^t \>i wyll anon at ]>i luste; & whaiuie }>oa 
demyst \tai god ^euyth ]>e more wo & lesse wele )>an Ipou. wer« 
woithy to haue ; & whav^ne ]Hni settyst no pryse be pylgrimage 16 
to sayntes & to ymages ; & whanne ]7ou trostyst to no prayeryj 
& soffirages of holy cherche, be-cause ]>oa art no^t delynered of 
]>i dyssese als sone as )>aa woldyst; and whanne }>oa iapyst, 
& scomyst, & dost irreuerence to god & to his sayntes. )>erfore, ao 
Ad Eph. iiij.^ late a!t heuynes, wretthe, indignacyoun^ & 
blasphemye, be put fro 50W, & castyih out ]n« wose wytA ait 
his vij. fote depthe, tyll )?ou fynde a clene grou(n)d, & a syker, & 
)7at is equite or euynhed. for euen)-hede is a vertu ]3at acordyth 24 
resoun wyt^ J)i wyll, J?ot is for to seyne, whanne J>i wyll is 
trublyd & steryd in wratthe to wreche, delue out (?e wose of 
wreche tyl J?ou fynde J>e ground of equite. for equite or 
euenhede makyth ]^i wyll to acorde to resoun, \>a^ is, be resoun 28 
to enqwere ]>e sothe of trewe men, ]?e cause wherfore ]^u art 
wrothe, whetbyr it is trewe or fals, er J)au be to myche trublyd 
in wreth. & equite in resoun wyll goueme f>e, J?at in wretthe 
}pou schalt no^t demyn ne affermyn a thing, tyl J^ou be syker of 32 
)>e sothe. eqmte schal make ])e in resoun to takyn hede for 
ony wretthe, whanne l>ou schalt speke, & whertf, & how, and 



^ MS. in margin : ' iiiq>aciencia.' 
' MS. in margin :. ' blasphemia.' 



' 2 Tim. ii. 24. 
* Ephes, iv. 31. 
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whatine ]70u schalt be stylle, \>ai J^ou, in }>i vretthe, spylle no^t 
})i woordys in veyn & out of mesure. & ]>anne schal J)i temple 
of J?i body & soule ben holy & wondyrfuK in euenhed. Ps.* 

4 * ^anchJOSL est templum tuum, mirabile in equitate.' ]7erfore, 
caste out Jjis wose of wretthe, tyl })ou fynde J)i8 grounde of 
euynhed, }pai is, equyte ; for wret-)the doth myche harme to J?e [Fol. 82 b.] 
soule. 

8 [The Quarrelsome Maid.] 

M Exauwple '. Cesarius tellyth "pat a mayde of ryche kynrede A virtuous 
was fuit of wretthe & eucre more angry, & oucr alt fere sche » shrew, 
was sche made myche stryif & dyscorde, wyth hertf angry tuTige, 

1 2 ]>at wel was hym ]>ai myjte ony reste haue by here, or ODy pes 
haue besyde here. At ]>e laste, sche deyid & was beryed. & out 
of here grave euere-more ros a gret smoke. J)e graue was 
openyd ; & be neber part of here body fro be nouytt downward in her grsve, 

the lower part 

i6 was fouTwlyn all hoole, be-cause bat sche was a clene mayde : but of her body re- 

" ' *' ' niained whole, 

fro )>e novytt vpward, sche was all brent & wastyd awey wytA but the upper 
fyir, & J?at was for f>e wretthe & f>e angyr in here herte & in o?SrTOth^ 
here tuwge. So wytA fyir schul pej in soule be brent ]>at in 
ao wretthe be vengeable. and ]?erfore caste out wretthe, & take 
J?e grou(n)d of equyte, for J?at helpyth J?e soule I 

[The Unbending Justice Herkenhald,'] 
Exauwiple ^. Herkenbaldt<« of Bornayre was a gret iustyse Justice Herken- 
34 & my^ty man in his dome, & eueremore in his dome dede eqt^ite 
to alle men, to freend & foo, to kyn & to strauwgerys. he 
sparyd no persone for loue, ne dreed, ne for wrethe, but \>ai in 
his demyng he dyde equite. As he lay syke in his deedbedde, when lying on 

his death*bed, 
a8 he herde in be nexte chaumbyr a wowman cryen. he askyd of heard, in the 
■• *^ y ^ jjgj^ room, the 

of)ere what it was, & no man durste telle J?e sothe to hym. he cry of a woman, 
bad oon of his sonys, in peyne of lesyng of bothe his ey^en, Ipai 
he schulde go wyten why J?e womman cryed, & jwtt * he schulde 
3 a tellyn him )>e trouthe. J?e chyld wente, & wyste why )>e 
womman cryed, & telde his fadyr ))us : * Lord my fadyr, joure 

* Ps. Ixiv. 5, 6. * MS. in margin : * narraeio.* 

' MS. in margin : ' narrocio.* * MS. |7at &. 
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The Shrift of Juttiee Herkenbald. 



[CH. ZIT. 



whom his 
nephew had 
attempted to 
Tiolate. 
' He bade two 
knighta hang 
him, but they 
let him escape. 



On the fifth day 
after, the 
nephew looked 
in at the door. 
The justice 
made hhn sit 
byhisside»si>d, 
putting his 
arm round his 
neck, slew him. 



When he came 
to die, he oon« 
fessedaUhis 
sins except the 
murder of his 
nephew, 



because it had 
been done for 
the sake of 
equity. 



[FoLdda.] 



The bishop re« 
ftised to ad- 
minister the 
sacrament to 
him, 



but the host 
went into 
Herkenbald's 
mouth sponta- 
neously. 



su8tere9 sone wolde hane leyn be ^pai womman, & }perioTt ache 
cryed.' ]>e lord seyde to two kny^tes, ' goth & hangyth hym for 
his trespace, as J^e lawe wyt)!' ]>ei wentyn, & bedyn ])at 
lordys Busters sone absentyn him out of ]>e sy^t of bis eem. & 4 
]7ei conD a^en to his eem, & seydin ])at he was hangyd. })e fyfte 
day, aft^r ^pe none, he wende his eem hadde for^etyn his de&ate, 
& he lokyd in at )>e chaumbrd-dore ]>er6 his eem lay. His eem 
8ey3 him, & glosyd him to hym wytA fayr« woordys, & dyde hym 8 
sytten by him, & helde^ his necke-wyth his oon arme, & wytA 
his optT hand drewe his knyi^ & kutte his throte, & slewe him. 
& alle men wondredyn of )Hit dede. his deth neyghed. ]>e 
bysschop com) wytA ]>e sacrament; to whom ]>is lord was la 
Echryuen wyth wepyng & gret contrycyouw of alt his synnes, 
saaf of ]>at mansley^t. ]>e bysschop seyde to him, ' why, in 
Bchryfte, speke 50 no woord of ]3at chyld ^ai je slowyn % ' }>e 
lord seyde, ' \nX was no synne, & J^erfore I aske no mercy ; for 16 
I dede it nojt for wretthe & vengeaunce, but I dyd it for eqidte 
of ryghtfutt demyng, whiche I haue kept in my doom alt my 
lyve to freend & fo ; for I louyd my neve as weel as ony of 
my kyn, but, be eqwite of my lawe & of myn offyce, I myjte ao 
no3t sparyn hym ; wherfore I bad my two kny^tes hangyn him, 
& )>ey wolde nojt ; & Jjerfore I slowe him myself, for loue of 
equite in my dome, & nojt for hate.' )>e bysschop seyde, * but 
^if )e wyl be schreuyn ))erof, ^e schal no^t resceyuen \>q sacra- 24 
ment.' J?e lord seyde, ' I louyd nenere bettere | chyld ]>an 
I dyde my neve. I slowe him nc^t for rankurd of herte, ne for 
hate, but for loue of equyte, & for ryght of |)e lawe, & for dreed 
of god. ^if ^e wyl no^t jeue me my god, I betake my soule to 28 
god.' f>e bysschop wente awey wytA J>e sacrament. J?e lord 
clepyd hjm ajen, & seyde, * lokyth jist )?e host be in ]7e box.' 
J?e bysschop lokyd, & }>e host was go. J)e lord seyde, *Lo, 
byshop, J>ou woldyst nojt 3yue me my god, ]>erfore my god is 32 
come to me a^ens ]n wyll. herd in my mowth se )>e host }pat 
was in }p\ box.' pe bysschop sey3 it in his mowth, & tolde J^is 
myracle al aboute. 

» MS. beldyn. 
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]?erfore, iche of 50W, in ^oure degre & in 3our6 offyce, kepyth Therefore, be 
equite, & castyth out Ipe wose of wretthe I & f>awne schal 30ure 
god entryn ^otire soulys, as he dyde in-to ]>e lord, and so he 
4 schal 3yue you grace here, & blysse in joure ende I To whiche 
blysse & cetera, 

Capitulum xv^, 
De ira. 



^'j' 



HE oJjtfT day, I tolde 30U of f>e wose of wratthe & of his 
braunchys, & ^it, ]?is day, I schal telle 30U more of wratthe. 



Seynt Bernard seyth bat wretthe is gate of alle synnes, be be Wrath the gate 

of sins, 
whiche wretthe alle synnes entryn in-to man. for jyf Jjis gate 

I a of wretthe be schett, alle vertuys haue reste in man; & whanne 
]7is gate of wretthe is opyn, alle synnes entryn in-to man. 
' Janua omnium y'lcioTimi est ira; qua clausa omwibw* virtu- 
tibus datur requles, qua aperta adest omne factum.' ]?e angry 

16 & Jje full of wretthe brekyn ]>e pes, & sowyn dyscord, & makyn 
debatys, & qwenchyn charyte, pat is moder of vertues. pey 
don pat god most hatyth, & p&t pe feend most louyth ; wher- 
fore ]?ei ^ are pe childere of pe feend. and f>erfore are J>ei The wrathfta 

30 wonder lothe to acordyn, be-cause pe feend, here fadir, lettyth of the Devil, 
hem ;. for he louyth dyscord & trubelyng of pes, of loue, & of 
charyte. f>erfore, }?ei don as pe feend, here fadyr, steryth hem. 
jif poa haue rancure in herte to hym pat doth pe wrong, ]?at Thou art bound 

24 rancure pou muste forjyue oute of }?in herte, ]?of pan be askyd nmcour mthout 

no forjyftiesse. pe dede of wretthe schewyd outward, in tunge pardo»» 

or in dede, }>at muste pe forjeuyn, jif pon be askyd for3euenesse ; and to forBive 

but )?i ryjtfutt & lawefuU accyouw f>at pon hast ajens ]?i aduer- when uked : 

28 sarie bou art noat bouwdyn to lete falle & forseue, bow^ bou be but thou art 
■' J */ ^ f ^ I not bound to 

askyd for^yfnes, but jif ]?in aduersarye wylt make pe amendys ai»ndon a legal 

vp his powere. wyth-outyn amendys nedyth pe no^t to forjeuyn ^^^^ 9»ited, 

hym, as for nedefuD dewte of bi saluacyoun ; but of dewte of except for the 
•^ ' . . sake of perfect 

32 perfeccyouw art pou holdyn * to forjeue ]?i querett, & f>in accyoun, salvation. 

* MS. >ei \>ei. ^ MS. art Jk)u no^t holdyn. 
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& to askyD ferst for^yuenes, & ferst to pursewe to ben acordyd, 
lx)f ]>on haue no^t trespacyd. why so 1 for panne schalt \>oa 

for then thy haue two corouns in heuen) : oon coroiin for J)ou suflryst wrong, 

doable. & an-6per coroun for J)ou ferste pursewyst acorde. crist seyth 4 

in J)e gospel * : * who-so hate his brojjer in h«rte, he schal be gylty 

sttogopy on to )>e doom I ' Seynt Gregorie seyth, ]>at doom is a dyscussyown 
of pe cause, pat, in dome, })ou pat hatyst })i brother in herte, 
schalt be opynly repreuyd periore, J?erfore, pe nedyth to for- 8 
3euyn ]?at hate in ]?in herte, wytA-outyn ony askyng. * Qui- 
cunqt^ dixcrit fratn* suo " racha," reus erit eonsilio ^.' who-so 
schewe out, wytA his voys of his mowth,.}?e hate of his herte, 
wytA angry woordys & chydyng, in bryngyng opere out of la 

[Pol. S3 b.] charyte, he schal be | gylty to counseyl ! gregorie seyth, J)at 
counseyl is pe holy cumpanye of pe dome, be whom pe difyny- 
cyoun & J^e determynacyoun of his cause schal be ^ouyn a^ens 
him pat hym muste be condempnyd. ' Quiconqu^ dixerit % 
"fatue," reus erit gehennel' Seynt gregorie seyth, whan J)e 17 
voys, in wretthe, schewyth out angrely, & J)at voys brest out in 
dyspysing ]?i brother, p&nne schalt pon be gylti to haue pe 
excecucyouw of pe sentence jeuyn a^ens pe, pat is, pe fyre of 20 
belle ! f>erfore, forjeue hate out of J>in herfce, wythoutyn askyng I 
forjyue }>i wretthe in woord & dede, whan pon art askyd I for- 
jeue ]?i lawefult accyouw, & seke ferst loue, pat pon mowe haue 
double mede in heueii) ! pnB caste oute pe wose of wretthe ! 24 

Indignation no 3if pon be wrothe w^ an-oberc« synne, or ellys art lyjtly 

sin* 

styred to wretthe be nature of kynde, & kepyst it nojt in herte, 

ne seyst non harm), ne, wytA ]?i woordy«, bryngest non o]?er man 

out of charyte for f)i malyce, ne doist non harme ; Jeanne doste 28 

J>ou no synne, but it be duryng in J>in herte, wytA delyberacyoun. 

Malice deadly ^if pon be stiryd to wretthe in herte to don harme, or to wyllen 

harm, or ellys art vnpacient, wytA futt affecte of wretthe, it is 

dedly synne for pe euytt wytt durynge wytA delyberacyoun. 32 

Apostolfia *, * Caritas non irritatwr, non cogitat malum/ jif ]?i 

wretthe be wyth-oute delyberacyoun and wytA-oute consentyng 

of resoun, it is venyal synne ; jif it be wytA desyrc of wreche, 

* Matt. V. 22. * I Cor. xiii. 4, 5. 
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it is dedly synne. In stryif, sif bou fyjte, or smyjte wylfully If thou hurt 

a person in 
& vnry^tfally an-o}?er persone, ]?ou dost dedly synne. he \>ai a fight, it is 

defendy th hym, & he do it for to sauyn him-self, & defende him unless it be 

T • - . i P /. done for 

4 in mesure & resouw, & as nede is, & noy, out of curse, for defence. 

rancure or pride: he doth lytel synne, or ellys none, jif bou Defence in 

separating oom- 

QO a-twixe hem bat fy^ten for to sundryn hem, so bat bi de- batantsisveuial 
^ '^ ^^ . . '^ sin, if it be done 

fendyng excede no3t myche mesure & resouw, it is venyal synne. wittioutany 

8 ^if ]?ou do it in entent of vengeauTis, or of hate, or yfyih exces revenge. 

of vndewe mesure, Vfyih a strong wyll to sle, or greuously to 

hurte, eythir persone ; it is dedly synne. jif ]?ou clepe an-o]?er 

' theef,' or suche an-o]?er name }?at sourwiyth defame, or repr^uyst To abuse a 

1 2 hym, or schamyst him of his o]?ere dedys, for malyce & for sin, 

wretthe, wherby he myjte be vnworschepyd ; it is dedly sinne. 

sif bou seye to an-ober woordys of dyspysing, noat in entent to reproving a 
11 1 • 1 1. 1 . n 1 venial sin, or 

don hym vnworschipjD, but for his correccyouw, or for suche none at au. 

1 6 an-oJ?er cause lyche; sum-tyme it is no synne, & sum-tyme it 
is venyal synne. And happely it my5te "be suche a greuows 
despy^t, J?at, ]?of it wer« no^t ]?in entent to don hym vnwor- 
schyppe, be-cause of ]?in vndyscret dyspysing it doth hym 

20 vnworschi|D ; & so }?ou dost dedly synne. and, }>erfore, it 

were ry^t nedefutt to be war« of suche wrethefutt woordys of 

30ure mowth! sowyng of dyscorde amonge^ freendy«, & hyn- Sowing of dis- 
_ , __ __ Till ^^^ *"d soom 

deryng of>ere of here good loos, wyih delyberacyouw, arn deadly sins. 

24 greuowse dedly synnes. jif ]?ou scome an-o]?er, so J?at he is 

gretly aschamyd, it is sumtyme dedly synne, jif ]?ou do it in 

wretthe, in entent & in delyberacyoun of his schame. 

f>erfore, caste out ]?e wose of wretthe in alle hyse parcellys, 

28 tyl f>ou fynde & fele }>e grouwde of equyte, J?at is, euynhed ! 

f)ou kun mesure ^pm herte, & \>i mowth, & ]>i dedys, fro \^ 

wose of wretthe. for an angry man & a wretthefutt may be An angry man 

lykenyd | to a man f>at was vexid wytA a feend^ Mat, ix®. sessedofafiend, 

32 Whan ]?e deuyl took hym, ]?e man hurte hym-self, & beet his '■ ^ ' **■' 

hefd & his body a^ens f>e ground, & fomyd out at his mowth, 

& grente ^yih his teeth, & wexe drye. Kyjt so, whawne wretthe 

& anger touchyth a dyspytoi^ & a malycyous man, he huiiyth 

^ MS. in margin : Vexe7»pZitm.' 
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The Story of a Quarrehome Gambler, 



[CH. XV, 



he ought to be 
thuimed like 
a mad dog. 



A dice-player 
grew angry at 
nifl bad luck, 
and began 
swearing 



in spite of his 
fellow-player's 
warning. 



Suddenly, he 
was struck dead 
by a thunder- 
bolt 



& betyih hym-self, wyt^ heuynes & vnpacyence ; he fomyth out 
of his mowth, crying, dyspysing, chydyng ; he grynteth wytA 
his teeth, malyce & venym coniectyng ; he waxith drye wytA- 
outyn grace, wytA J>e fyre of wretthe. A man ]?at is wrothe Qb 
werkyth no^t f>e wytt of god. Jaco&tt^ j.* *Ira enim viri iusti- 5 
ciaw dei non operator.' }>crfore doctourys seyn }pat a dyspytous 
& an angry man J?at is wretthfuit owyth to be fled as a ravey- 
nous dogge, & as a wood honnd, & as an egre and a rampaund 8 
leoun. 

[The Quarrelaome Gambler.^ 

Cesariw« tellyth' ]:at two men pleydyn at pe dees, on of 
hem was wrothe & angry J?at pe oJ>er spedde alwey wele, & he la 
myjt no^t wynne. and ]mnne he began to werwe & to curse, 
to swere & to lyen, to chyden & to defyen, & spake manye 
dyspitous woordys. ]?at oper man ]>at pleyid wyth him kepte 
equite in herte, tunge, & dede. he euenyd his herte fro malyce, 16 
& his tunge fro angry woordys, & his dedys fro wreche, & seyde 
to his felawe euenly ; ' speke pon fajre I blaspheme nojt pou. 
]?us }?i god, & his modyr, & his seyntys, wytA suche horryble 
othys ! ' pe oper fyed on hym a^en, & swore a^en bonys & 20 
armys, & cursed, & werwyd. a voys com) doun fro abouyn & 
seyde : * my dyspyjt pat pou. dost to me in fin horrible othys 
& in }>in wrecheful & malycyous cursyng, wyl I no lenger ' 
suffere.' In ]?is voys, sodeynly he was smyten to deth, wyth 24 
leuenyng & wyth thunder- dynt, and pe ojjcr was saf & no^t 
hurt. 



To be angry Ryit SO, whan man or wowman, on se or on londe, be wrothe 

with Providence 

& angry wytA wynd or wyth wedyr, wawys or stormys, or wyth a8 

ony oper thingc* Jjat god sendy th a^ens here wylle & here lustys, 

he grucchyn, he cursyn, he sweryn, he defyen, he dyspysen, he 

chyden ajens goddys sonde. f>is woodnes, ]?is wretthe is hor- 

is a deadly sin. ryble dedly synne & blasphemye, pat is, vnworschi|D & despyjt 3a 



Beware of 
wrath. 



to god. per£oTe, beth war« of )>is wose, & castyth it out for 

* James i. 20. - MS. in margin : * narracio.' 

' -ffer added by later hand. 
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dreed of vengeauns ]?at god took on f>is man \ai was so wood 

in his angyr & in his malyce ! & take f>e ground of equite in 

alle ]?i werkys I kepe ]?e euen) in pacyence fro trubelyng of and be just in 

all thy doings ! 
4 wretthys, in wele & wo, in ryjt & in wrong, for ]?«t god schal 

rewarde ! 

\St. Theodora living as a Monk,^ 

M Ex legenda lumbardica ^. A wo^nman Ipat was a worschipful Theodora was 

8 lady, wyif of a gret ryche man in Alysauwder, here name Theo- a youth whom 

she reftised. 
dora — sche was fayr — whom a jung man wowyd to lyn by here, ^ "h^^SIi^® 

sche denyed him his wytt. he, wroth, slauwderyd here falsely, 

and sayde to ]>e peple pat he my3te haue leyn by here, 3if he 

1 2 had wold, here husbonde beleuyd hym, $: dyde his wyif myche 

dyssese. sche, in al fat trybulacyouw, kepte here euen) & in 

dyscrete mesure, & suffryd aft. pat sche nojt dyspysed, ne 

chydde hym bat wolde a leyn by here, ne accusyd hym, sche She disf^uaed 

* herself in her 
1 6 pollyd here hevyd priuely, & clad here in here husbondys husband's 

clothes, and 
clothyng, &, in an Abbey ferre thens, sche was made a muTike, entered a 

and sche seyde here name was Theodorw^. On a tyme, be pe 

byddyng of here abbot, ledde chamelys * to a cert«yn cyte, & toke 

30 here in, be pe waye | thedyrward, in a certeyn place. & }?at [FoL 34 b.] 

nyjt a mayde of pe hostry kom) to here bed for to haue here 

lust. })is wowman Theodora*, pat was pe muwke, forsoke here. 

be mayde was wrothe wytA here, and conceyved a chyld of Once she was 

accused of 

24 SiJi'Oper man, & seyde pat muifike hadde beget it, ^ tolde it pe having violated 
Abbot fat his muwke bad defoulyd here a^ens here wyit. pe 
abbot repreuyd his muwke, pat was piB wowiman clepyd Theo- 
dorus. Sche kepte here euen) in pacyens, & sufferyd all, & 

28 excusyd here no3t, ne no3t was mevyd wyih malyce, but kepte 

pryve fro hem alle bat sche was a womman '. be abbot kecched She was ex- 

^ '^ pelled, and lay 

here out at be gatys, and here sche lay, vij aere opynly, wt/t A-oute before the gates 
•'/ "' *f *f ^ ir^ ^ if for seven years. 

pe abbey-gatys, in sy3t of all pe peple. And whan pe chyld 

32 was born, pe modyr broujt it here, & kest it in here barme, 

& seyde, ' here is fi chylde I kepe it f ou, for I ne wyll I ' sche 



MS. in margin : * narracic* ^ MS. chameys. 

' MS. awomman. 
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Saint ThtodorcLi Blessed End. 
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StiU, she took 
the girl's child, 
and reared it. 



Beadmitted 
at last. 



she died two 
years after. 
Through a vision 



her innocence 
was revealed. 



Her husband 



kept her cell 
until his death. 
The child be- 
came the abbot 
of the 
monastery. 



receyvyd })e chyld wytA euyiD manere & pacyently, & brou^t it 
forth wytA mylke, )>at sche beggyd of J>e peple. At J)e vij. 
jerM ende, be-cause ache bare here so eueid in woord & dede, & 
80 pacyentely, )>e abbot toke here in«to ]>e abbey a^en, & here 4 
chyld wytA here, sche closyd here-self, wyih here chyld, in 
a celle, and taw^te it to be devowte to god. &, at two ^eree 
ende, sche deyid, )?at ny3t, in here deying, ]>e Abbot seyj 
anngellys & sayntes w^tA^ute noumbre, & amongee hem 8 
a womman futt of ioye, bryght as J>e snnne. A voys seyde 
to ]?e abbot : ' J)ou abbot, f>is gloryous wowiman is ]>i munke 
Theodoras, sche was ful falsly acusyd of conceyuyng of }?at 
chyld, for sche is no man but sche is a clene mayde, a womman. i a 
and for sche bare here so euene in all here tribulacyoun, in 
pacyens wyt^oute trubelyng of wretthe, J>erfore sche is, & schal 
be, in ]?is ioye wytA-outyn ende I ' ]?e abbot, wytA his brethryn, 
ran to J)e celle, & fonndyn here deed, & seyn ]?at sche was i6 
a womman, & no man. Jje abbot clepyd \>q fadyr of ]?e dowter 
}pai accused here of \>q chyld, & seyde, ' Lo ! was }ns womman 
fadyr of }?i dowjterye chylde as )>i dowjter seyde 1 ' ]>anne, alle 
]?e scerys weryn astonyed. An aungyl seyde vn-to }>e abbot, 20 
* Ryse abbot, & go in-to ]>e cyte, & brynge hym hyder whom 
}po\x ferst metystl' ]?e abbot wente in-to J>e cyte, & a man 
cam rennyng a^ens hym. J)e abbot askyd hym, ' whyder 
rennyst ]?ou 1 ' he answeryd, * [where] my wyif is, & an 34 
auwgyl bad me go & se here.' )>e abbot toke him in, & boJ?e 
to-gydere wepynge beryed here, here husbonde kepte here 
celle, tyl he dyed. ]?e chyld was so perseuerauwt in gode 
werkys, Jjat he was made abbot, whawne )>e o\per Abbot a8 
was deed. 



Lo, whiche a worschip) sche hadde, & whiche a ioye, for here 
euen) beryng in here tribulacyoun ! and J?e o]?er womman, for 



Thus was that 
woman re- 
warded for 
her patience I 

Therefore, cast here wretthefull malyce, lo, sche hadde velony in be ende, & was 3 a 
out the ooze j > 1 j r » o 

of wrath 1 



knowe fals. ]?erfore, castyth out }?e wose of wretthe, of wreche, 
& of malyce, & takyth }?e ground of equyte, \at is, euyn beryng 
in mesure, in sobyrnesse, in pacyens, & in temperure, in all 
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50ure aduersyte I & Jeanne, as ]>e mayde, schul 30 in joure ende, 
wytA aungellys, be takyn to heueii) blysse I To whiche blysse 
& cetera, 

4 Capitulum xvj°^. 

De Accidia. 

% rilHE oper day, I told 50U of pe wose of wretthe ; & now 

J- I schal telle 50W of pe wose of slowthe. Slowthe is The 'ooze of 
8 whan pan art vnlusty of pi-BeU, to seruyn god or pe world, 
desyring princepally bodyly ese, lothe to tra-|vayle, outhir for [Pol. 35 a.] 
lyiflode bodyly onper for lyiflode gostly. A slow man is lyche The slow man is 
an asse, for an asse louyth weel ese, & is lothe to trauayle, but 

12 he be constreynyd perto. & ]?is beeste is wondir slow in going, 

vt dicit BartholomezM ^ Ryjt so, pe slaw man louyth most 

bodely ese, lothe to trauayle for his lyiflode, but nede cowstreyne 

him. he is slow^ in going to ony goodnesse. 

16 In bis wose of slowthe ben xviij. fote brede of wose. bere ben This ooze con- 
sists of eighteen 
vj. fote brede of wose pat lettyn pe begynnyng of good lyif ; prts: Six 

And o}?er vj. fote brede of wose in slawthe pat fordon goodb^^inKof 

amendyng; and pe laste vj. fote brede of wose in slawthe 

20 bryngeth a man to an euyll ende. 

be firste vj. fote brede of wose in bis slawthe am mych in vse. The first is 
, , , • Laziness 

of pe whiche pe firste is Slugnesse * ; pat is, whanne pan louyst 

nojt }?i god feruently abouyn all thyng, but settyst J?i loue 

24 slowly in god ; & whan) povL castyth pe aD to lyuen in reste, in common 

& to slepe myche, to lyen longe in ]?i bed, & whawne pou louyst 

to sytten stylle & to don noujt ellys, to lenyn on })in elbowe, to 

lyen on-long on f>i o syde ; & whaw pou omittyst & leuyst })i and in religious 

28 prayerys vnsayd, & lettyst ojjere of here prayery«, & fro pe 

heryng of goddys woord, & fro dyvyn seruyse ; and whanne pan 

3evyst pe no^t to lere ]?i pater noster, aue maria, & pe Crede, ne 

pe articles of ]>i feyth, ne pe x. comauTidementys ; ne wharme 

32 pou jyuest pe nojt to knowe pe vij. dedly synnes, ne to don pe 

vij. dedys of mercy, ne to kepyn ]?i v. wyttes ; ne whan) pou wylt 

^ Cf. p. 90, note I. ' MS. in margin : * Slugnesse.' 
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nojt jeue )>e to lere to schryve J>e, ne to lere to serue & to plese 

]>i god ; & whanne "pou omyttyst, in dewe tyme, holy & gode 

occupacyouns, and, in tyme of lemyng, 3euyst )>e to trowaundyse, 

& myspendyst ]?e tyme of )>i lyvyng. & J>ou hast nojt fult herd 4 

& seyd dyuyne seruyse, but parcellys J>erof; })ou hast no^t 

dewly preyid for J>e qwyke & for J)e dede, ne dewly thankyd J)i 

god for his gyftes. J>ou hast slepte in holy cherche in tyme of 

praying, of dyvyn seruyse, & of prechynges. sluggy in Jn werk, 8 

& in ]?i craft, & in ]?i labour, & ofte lefte ]?i good purpos, & })e 

sterynge« of ]?e holy gost. AUe jjise forseyde arn signes f>at 

lettyth J)e begynnyng of good lyif . 

The Moond part be sect^nde fote brede of wose in slow^the is tendimesse of 1 2 

is Tenderness of 

the fiesh flescn, }pai lettyth a man ^ )>at doth no penaunce, ne suneryth 

no-thyng ]?at deryth his body. & for he is so tendir & soft, 

wytfe-oute hardnesse, }>erfore ]?e feend restyth in him as in his 

softe fedyrbed. ]>e feend seyth to hym )>us: ']70u hast be 16 

which prevents norysched tenderly, berfore kepe wel bi body, & put be to no 

a man flrom 

doing penance, penaunce, for it myjt be J>i deth, and J)ou mayst do no penaunce 

as stronge men mown, for J)ou art of tendyr complexioun, and 

it were a foul happe to for-do }ji-self.' J)us wyl }>e feend telle ao 

and induces him be to lette bi begynnyng of good lyif. bis tendimesse ' in slowthe 
to indulge in ' * ov ^ o o ,/ j 

comfort. wytt makyn ]?e to delyjtyn in softe clothys next j?i body, bothe 

on \>i bak & in )>i bed, & often to be wasshyn and bathyd & 
kemmyd, in cherschyng of \>i flesch; so tendyrly, ]>at it may 24 
sufiren non hardnesse, neythir to go barfote ne wolleward, ne 
to faste, ne to vse harde metys ne harde drynkes, ne to lyn) 

[Fol. 86 b.] wytA-oute schetys, ne to knelyn harde, ne to | suffere cold on 

This part of handys or on fete, bis branche of slowthe is myche noryssched 28 
sloth mostly ** ^ ^ ^ , , 

found in palaces, in lordys courtys. Lu8 vij^^ * Qui in veste preciosa suwt, & in 

delicijs in domibw* reguw sunt.' Seynt Jerom seyth, oapitvlo 

vij. Ad Julianum, It is hard & vnpossible \>at ony man, whan 

he deyith, schulde go to delytes, ]?at had his delytes in ]?is 3 a 

world. * Impossibile est transire a delicijs ad delicias/ vt dicit 

Augt^s^mus. Also tendymes maketh J>e to sayn \>\ prayerys & 

* MS. aman. ^ MS. in margin : ' nofa de teneri^ate corports.' 

' Luke vii. 25. 
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]?i seruyse in )>i bed, or lying on-long on f>in o syde, or syttynge, 

& nojt knelynge, nojt stondyng in dewe tyme. )>i8 tendymesse 

makyth ]7e \>ai )>ou mayst soffere no wo, ne dyssese. 

^ IF be thredde fote brede of wose in slauthe, bat lettyth be to The third part 
t ,.1 11.*.. 11 -, 111 1,/. i" IdlenesB, 

5 beffynne bi * good lyif, is ydelnesse. bat lyketn wel be feend, which leads to 
' ' ^ ' eyeiyldndof 

for whawne J^e deuyl fyndeth a man ydel, ]>awne he makyth hym vice. 

to thynken on pride, & lecchery, & on glotonye, & on o)>ere 

8 vyces. & after J>o studying & ]?e thynkyng on ]?o vyces, }3e feend 

steryth hem so )>erto, fat ]?ei drede nojt to do J>o synnes, ]?is 

ydelnesse is whawne Jjou louyst non occupacyoun but veyn & 

ydett, as ]?us, to thynken ydett thowjtes, to spekyn ydel woordys, 

12 to don ydett dedys, J>at am werkys of no profyjt, as to pleyin at 
)>e tablys, at ]?e chesse & ]?e chekyr, at ]?e hasard, & at swyche 
o]?«re vayn pleyis, in vntyme & out of mesure, leuyng for hem 
o]?er6 occupacyouws )>at wern frutefutt. ynde ezekieZ xvj.' 

1 6 'hofc fuit iniquitas sodome, superbia, saturitas panis, & ocixxm! 

]>e wyckednes of sodom was pride, delycasyes, & ydelnes. Jerom 

in a pystel seyth, Alwey do sum good werk, J)at be feend may Always be 
_-, ii.1 iioiii /.I occupied with 

fynde pe occupyed; for he may no3t lyjtiy be takyn of pe some good work. 

ao devytt J>at alwey hauwtyth good occupacyoun. * Semper aliquid 

boni operis facito, vt diabolic inueniat te occupatum; non 

faciliter capi po^^ a dia5oto, qui in bono vacat exercicio/ 

Idelnes is also whanne, oute of tyme & out of mesure, bou it isalso idleness 

to be too much 
24 ^euyst Jje to huntyng, hawkyng, foulyng, fyschinge; to gon bent on sports 

to wakys & to wrestlyng««, to dauwsynges & to steraclys, to 

tauernys, to reuett, to ryott, to schetinges, to feyrys, to 

marketty« on ]?e holy-dayes, & to chaflFarynge, & levyst ]?i 

28 parysch-cherche & \>i seruyse ; & in doinge }?i pylgrimage on 
holy-dayis ; & in pleying at ^pe two hande swerd, at swerd & 
bokelere, & at two pyked staf, at }?e hurlebatte ; & to harpyn, 
lutyn, to scornyn, & to jeuyn J>e to euytt cumpany, in mys- 

32 spendyng Jji good & })i freendys good, & in jeuyng euyl 

exaumple, & in wykkyd desyres ' in euylt wyllys, & in steryng 

o})ere to euyll, in wycked couwseylyng, in defoulyng J^e halyday, 

in synne & in euyll werkys. Alle })ise forseyde arc werkys of 

* MS. ))i ))i. * Ezek. xvi. 49. ^ MS. ezaumpU crossed. 
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ydelnesse, in slawthe of goddys seruyse, lettynge man fro ]?e 

begynnyng of his good lyif. 

The fourth part be ferthe fote brede of wose in slauthe, bat lettyth good 
is Heaviness , , , _ 

of heart. begynnyng, is neuynesse of herte. for ]7at fordoth sauour m good 4 

awayiUldeUght dede. for whanne a man is bevy in herte, hym lyste no^t do 
in good deeds, "^ ^ ^ j -» 

but sytte stylle, or lyen, or slepe^ lothe to rysen of his bed. 

hym lyst no3t go to cherche ; he had leuere lesyn thre massys 

})an to forgo 00 slepe or o sweet in ]?e morwenyng, but abowte 8 

Jje wordly nedys he trauayleth besyly to serue })e flescb & J)e 

feend ; or wbaTine he schulde serue god, ]7enne he lyste to slepe, 

]7a7»ue hast ]70u no lykyng, ne no swetnesse, ne deuocyoun, to 

serue god, ne no sauour in J>i prayere, but heuynes & angwysch, i a 

[Fol. 86 a.] and | no^t hauyng ony gostly dely^t in ]7in herte, ne glad desyre 

and makes in J>i prayerys. &, for heuynes, sumtyme settyst no pryce be ]?i 

a man weary of ^ ^ 

his life. lyif, & sumtyme )?ou art to ouerdone mery, & sumtyme to ouyr- 

done sory & to ouyr-done bevy, J)of )?e tunge praye, ]?e herte 16 

prayeth nojt. Jerom seyth, whose woordys are rehersyd in J>e 

lawe, de consecramime distinccio v. *Non mediocritcr ^.' It is 

bettere, he seyth, to seyn )?e vij. psalmys, wytA clene herte, & 

gostly ioye, & swete deuocyouw, J>an for to seyn an hool sawtere, 20 

ytyih angwysch* & hei^ynes of herte. f>«rfore seyth Dawtd', 

Delyte })e in J>i lord god, & he schal jyue to }?e ]?e askynges of 

)>in herte. 

The fifth part is }>e fyfte fote brede of wose in slauthe is lythernes of herte ; 24 

heart, which }pai is, whanne ]>ou lyest in synne, & felyst }pe fondyng of ]>e 

stubborn in thy feend & of bi flesch, &, thru3 lythernes & hardnesse of herte, \>o\x 
sin* 

wylt nojt lyften vp })in herte to god, ne be repentauwt, ne to be 

schrevyn, ne do penauTice, ne }?ou wylt no^t amende J)e, ne 28 

forsakyn J>i sywne, but ]?ou faryst as a forworthyn man, \ai had 

leuere to lyen & rottyn in prisouw })an to do penaunce. 

The sixth part be sexte fote brede of wose in slouthe, tat* lettyth be begynnyng 
is Cowardice, j ^ j ow v o 

which prevents of good lyif, is Arwenesse, \ai may be clepyd lytelhed of trust 3^ 

doing good. of good dede ; ]?at is, for }>ou darst no good dede begynnen, }pai 

schulde helpe to \>i soule-hele, for }?ou dredyst Jjat god schulde 

^ c. 24. Dist. 5. de consecratione [Corpus Juris Canonici, i. 1418]. 
' MS. heuy crossed. ' Ps. xxxvi. 4. * MS. U crossed. 
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fayle Jjc. f>ou hast dreed of noujt, J?ou faryst as he ))at hath 
dreed of his dreme ; & )>ou faryst as he }?at dar nojt entryn ]?e 
cherch-jerd for ]?e snayl fat puttyth his horn oute ajens hym ; 

4 ]?ou faryst as a chylde J>at dare iio3t passe, for )>e goos hysseth 
at him. f>is arwnes makyth )?e ^erne to leuyn \\ good purpos, 
& to falle f>erfro for drede of peryles, as })us: \o\k leuyst ]?i 
pylgrimage for dreed of syknesse or of deth be ]>e weye. f>ou 

8 leuyst almesse-dede fro^ ]?e poore fcwr dreed ]?at J)ou schuldyst after 
fallyn in pouert. Ec5 vij^.^ ' Noli esse pusillanimus in am?no 
tuo, & facere elemo^inam ne despicias/ Be no3t arw^ & aferd 
in f>in herte, ne dyspyse ]?ou no^t to don almesse. })ise yj. fote 
1 2 brede of wose in slowthe forseyd lettyn begynnyng of good lyif. 
J>erfore, caste out )>ise parcellys of wose in ]?is yj. fote brede of 
slouthe I 

dH H But here ben obere yi. fote brede of wose in slouthe bat Six parts of 
, -, i., .^ ^ n , 1 . . . Sloth hinder the 

1 6 lettyn amendys of lyif. be firste fote brede is tarymg; bat is, amending of 

a bad life, 
whanne [god] sendyth J>e wyll to amendyn ]?e of ]>i lyif, & to vw- 

do wele, })ou spedyst ]?e nou^t ]?erto, for ]?e feend byddyth ]?e 

abyden awhyle, & seyth : ' bou mayst ait amende be al be-tyme, x. Delay of 

amendment. 
20 & seme \\ god, for j?ou art jung & heyl, & art strong bothe to 

ryden & to gon, & ]?ou schalt lyven longe ; & J>erfore take })i 

sporte, for )?ou mayst amende ]?e, whanne ]?ou art olde/ \\& 

couTiseyl of ]?e feend makyth in J>e tarying & delay, f>at lettyth 

24 }>e of amendyng. \\& tarying makyth J)e longe to lyen in synne, 
er ]?ou wylt be schreuyn, or do x)enaunce, & ]?ou holdyst it but 
lytel synne to abyde longe in \\ wyckednesse. Ec5 v®.' 
' Ne tardes conuerti ad doTTitn^m, & ne difiPeras de die in diem ! 

38 subito enim veniet ira ilhW/ Tarye Jjou nojt to tume out of 
\\ synne to \\ god I dyfferre it no3t, ne putte it no^t forth fro 
day to day, for sodeynly, )?anne, J?e wretthe & ]?e wreche of god 
schal fallyn on }je. Seynt Austyn seyth, | whose woordys am [Pol. 86 b.] 

32 rehersyd in Jje lawe, de pewt^ewcra ^stinGcio vij. § ' QzMimqtMim *.' 
I dar no3t seyn, he seyth, }?at a man schal sykerly be sauyd, jif 

^ Read /or (?), ' Ecclesiasticns vii. 9, 10 (Vulg. pusillanimM). 

' Ecclesiasticus v. 8 (Vulg. 'Non), 

^ c. 2. Dist. 7. de penitencia [i. 1245]. MS. de de instead ofdepe 
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S^cilesmess. 



[cH. sn. 



He who delari 
his refomuitioii 
until his death, 
cannot be 
aasoredof 
■alyation. 



The second part 
Beoklessness. 



The reckless 
man is selfish. 



neffleots bis 
du^y. 



his hoiiseh<dd. 



and divine 
service. 



he take his sacrament^^ in his ende & deth, wj/th repentauns, 
fat has vsyd his sywne, whyl he my^t, & wolde neuere, leve, tyl 
sykenes of deth com), we mowe jyue hym penaunce, he seyth, 
but we mowe no3t ^yve him sykemes to be sauyd. ]?crfore, ]>ou 4 
synn^re, forsake pi synne, & do penaunce, whil poa art hool, & 
tarye no^t tyl pi synne hath forsake pe. Also ]?is tarying 
makyth pe to tarye longe fro pe cherche, & fro dyvyne servyse, 
& fro o]>er« gode werkys, & pus J>is tarying ' lettyth pe fro 8 
amendyDg of }?i lyif. 

pe secunde fote brede of wose in slowthe, lettyng amendyng 
of lyif, is reccheleshed or neclygence ; pat is, whanne pan lyst 
no^t besyen pe to amende pe, ne to do gode dedys, ne to do 12 
goddys wytt. pan recchyst neuere wheJnV pon gost to cherche 
or nay, or whethir pou here divine seruyse or nay. pou recchyst 
neuere whethir ]?i neyjbour^ fare wel or euytt, wheJjtV he be 
syke or hool, nedy or vnnedy, ryche or poore. pon hast an ey^e 1 6 
to ]?i-self but to non o)>ere. pou. dredyst no^t god pat dost Jms ; 
for he ]?at dredyth god no-thyng he slowjthyth. ecd xij.' 
]>is negligens makyth pe ofte tyme dystracte, & to make manye 
defaw^tes in ]>in offyce, in })i seruyse, & in ]?i prayerys, & in })i 20 
gouernaunce of }?i wyif, chylderyn, & seruauntys, & of houshold ; 
& recheles in cure of soule ; and recheles in dysposyng ]>in owyn 
good, & operes also. & hast nojt tawjte, ne leryd, })i pater 
noster, Aue, & Crede. and pon hast seyd rechelesly |?i seruyse 24 
in rape, in syncopyng, in ouyr-skyppyng, in omyttyng. no^t 
kept pe haly-day, no^t kept thy penaunce, takyng non hede of ]?i 
wycked suspectys, & of ]?i fills demynges, ne of ]>i styrynges 
opere to synne, ne of ]>i consentyng to euyll, ne of J)i large a8 
conscyence, ne of })i trewthe brekynge, ne of ]?in othys & of ]>i 
pariuiye, ne of })i vowys brokyn, ne of pe x. comauTidment^^ ; 
& neglygent in j?i schryfte, & ofte tumyd ajen to J)i synne, & don 
]7i penauns in dedly synne, no^t thynkyng on }7in ende ; fals 32 
& vntrewe of herte, mowth, & dede, bothe to god & to man, & 
made manye interrupcyou?is in })i prayerys & seruyse, & receyuyd 
vnworthely goddys body, & o]?ere sacrnmentys; & in takyng 
' MS. taryeih crossed. ' Ecclesiastes xii. 13. 



CH. XVI.] ForgetfulneBS^ Faintheartedness, Slackness^ 8fc. 109 

more hede & more dreed to \>q world )>aii to god ; whanne })e 
moderys or ^pe chyldren in chylde-byithe p«rysschyn for defawte 
of kepyng & of kunnyng ; and whaTine a womman vryih chylde 

4 is recheles, &, thrugh here recheles gouernauns, )>e chyld 

perysscheth; and whewne ^pere is no loue in hem J>at are 

weddyd ; & whaTine ^e be vntrewe, & letterys of o}>ere5 prayere 

& deuocyouws, & trublerys of dyvyne seruyse, & hyndrerys of 

8 holy cherche ; all )>is neglygens lettyth amendyng of lyif. 

jg )?e thridde fote brede of wose in slowthe is for^etyng, f>at The third part 
lettyth also amendyng of lyif. fforjetyng makyth a man ^ in his 
schryfte | to forjete bo]?e smale synnes & grete, & fat is gret [Fol. 37 a.] 

1 2 peryle ; for ]7ere is no man, & he raunsake his conscyens, but he 
schal fynde yche day manye to schryuen him of; but forjetyng 
makyth a man^ so blynd, fat he seeth nojt what is in his 
conscyens, & ferfore it lettyth amendyng of lyif. 

i6 fe ferthe fote brede of wose in slowthe bat lettyth amendyng The fourth, 
of lyf, is sleuth ; & fat comyth of feynt herte & euylt custome, ness, 
&, for fin vse to be slawe, it wyll drawe f e fro att goodnesse. 
but sumtyme fou wylt do suche hardnesse as fastyng, or wakyng, 

ao or of er penaunce, ouyr myjt, fat fou fallyst in-to gret sykenes, 

so fat fou mayst nojt trauayle in goddys seruyse, ne haue no 

sauowe in deuocyoun of masse, ne matynes, ne howrys, & f us 

slauthe is redy fere a feynt herte is. 

34 fe fyfte fote brede of wose in bts slowthe is lacches, fat The fifth 
\ , , o , .^ , , , , Bnfeeblement 

lettyth amendyng of lyif. lacches puttyth a man to swycheofthewiii, 

febylnes, fat iche day after of er he drawyth his wyll sumwhat 

fro god, & so iche day he apeyryth, tyl he be made all in 

38 mysese of synne. 

be Bexte fote brede of wose in sleuthe, lettyng amendement The sixth, 

'^ > »/ o Growing slack, 

of lyf, is faylyng, and fat is often in seruauwtys. ferst fei which is often 

are buxome to servyn awhyle, & so afterward ryjt frowarde servants. 

3a & slowe. so summe begynne to serue weel god, & fayle longe 

er fe terme-day; and swyche am vnworthy to haue ony 

mede. 

f ise vj. fote brede of wose forseyde lettyn amendyng of lyi/; 

^ MS. aman. 



110 The Story of- a Crucifix which stopped its Ears. [ch. xvi, 

and J>e firste yj. pat I tolde 50W leltyn \>e begynnyng of 

good lyif . 

^ Ipere ben opere sexe fote of brede of wose in slauthe \>at (J 

bryngeth man to euyft ende, & }x> schal I schewe 30U an-o]7er 4 

Gut out these day. but castyth clene out of ^our^ pytt bise xij. fote brede of 
twelve parts of •• • 1 

t{je 'ooM of wose forsayde, tyl ^e fynde & fele a syker groutide, J>at is, gostely 
find the 'sbiid^ strengthe, f>at makyth 30U, thrugb grace, to ouyrcomyn alle 
taai strength.* yyces, to sufferyn alle dyssesys, & to wythstonde alle tempta- 8 
cyouws, & to be persen^rannt in good werkyng. de tali didtur 
Troxier, xx.^ ' Manuw suam misit ad forcia.' he ]>&i hath ]?i8 
grouTul of gostely niyjt, he puttyth his bond to myjty werkys, 
to wythstonde synne, to suffere dyssese, to duryn in goodnes. la 
Slewthe hynderyth mannys soule. 

IThe Crucifix Stopping its JSarsJ] 

A man was Exaufuple '. Jacobus de vitriaco, he seyth J>at a man was so ^ 

God's service, slawe & sluggy in goddys seruyse, \>at slawly he com) to })e 16 

cherche, & selde, & late, & whenne he com) J>edyr, he in slepyng, 

or in iangelyng, ocupyed hym, ]?at he herde neythir goddys 

seruyse ne goddys woord, &, wytA his ianglyng, lettyd manye 

of>ere fro pe heryng of dyviii) seruyse. At f>e laste he deyid. 20 

When he was & whil his body lay on be here in be cherche, & clerkys seydin 

dead and . . , 

priests prayed 'Placebo & dirige for his soule, ]>e crucifix on pe here loosyd his 

prodflx stopped handys fro pe crosse, & stoppyd his eerys w^ his handys. pe 

peple sey5 piB, & merueyledyn sore, an holy preest prayid god 24 
wyih pe peple, to wyten what Jjat ment. A voys fro a-bouyn 
seyde to hem : 'J)is cursyd man wolde neu^re for slauthe heryn 
my woord, ne don Jjer-after, ne heryn my seruyse in holy cherch 
deuoutly ; }3erfore, his soule is in power* of feendys dampnyd. 28 
periore, myn ymage on pe cros stoppyth his erys, to schewe 30U 

[Pol. 37 b.] pat I, god, I stoppe myn erys in heuen), pat I here no prayere, 

because God prayed for hym in holy cherche. berfore, prayeth no more for 

would not hear ^ "^ "^ "^ , ^ » r J 

the prayers. hym, for he is dampnyd. 32 

• perfore, leuyth joure slouthe & ianglyng in tyme of goddys 
^ Prov. xxxi. 19. ' MS. in margin : *Narrac»o.* 



CH. XVI.] The Stm^y of an Angel who counted a Hermifa Steps. Ill 

seruyse, & heryth it deuoutly, & goddys woord also ; and Therefore, 

11 -I Ti 1 .111*. -I attend holy 

ellys god wyll no3t here prayerys in holy chercB, prayed service! 

for 50W. 

4 [The Angel who courUed the Hermit* 8 Steps.^ 

© An hermyte\ in desert, fecchyd watyr euery day ferre fro A hermit 
his celle. & he was wery for trauayle, &, for sluggynes & 
slewthe, thoujte to haue esyd hym wytA schortere travayle, 
8 & purposyd to haue sette his celle faste by be welle for to haue proposed to 

have his cell 
}?e more ese. he lokyd be-hynde hym, & sey3 an auwgyl folewyn placed close to 

hym, & tellyn his steppys. ]?e heremyte askyd hym what he Kr^*®r oonve- 

mente, & why he dyde so. be aurigyl seyde : * I noumbre bi But when he 

' ' knew that an 

12 steppys in J)i trauayle for to schewyn ]>e noumbre f>erof a-for wikcI counted 

god a^ens f>e feend, ]?at ]?ou ther-thrugh mowe haue mede in 

heuen). for feendys noumbre ]?e steppys of man & womman to 

synne warde, & alle rownynges & ianglynges in dyvyn seruyse, 

16 for to schewe ]?e noumbre of hem a- for god to mawnys dampna- 

cyouw.' be heremyte flytted his celle fyve myle ferthere fro he carried his 
^ f ^ '' <> ^ cell five miles 

f>e welle for to makyn ]?e manyere steppys to haue ]?e more Jg^ii«r from 
mede. 

20 As be feend wryteth & noumbryth bi slauthe, sluffnes, & Thy idle words 
"' , . . . are counted by 

ydelnes, ideit woordys, ianglyng, & J)i rownyng in cherche, the Devil, 

& slepynges, & ydett talys, and alle ^p\ synnes, & alle ]?in euylt 

dedys, for to more bi peyne in helle ; Ry^t so, auwgelys wryteth and thv good 

deeds by an 
24 & noumbryth \>\ gode werkys, & f>i gode ocupacyouws, & ^pi good angel. 

gostly trauayle, & alle \>\ steppys to cherche ward, jif ]?ou occupye 

]?e wel whyft J?ou art J?ere, & alle J)i prayer^/*, & \>\ deuocyouws, 

& Jjin heryng of goddys woord, & of dyvyn seruyse, to encresyn 

28 & to moryn J)i mede in blysse. chese J)ou ]?awne, whethir J?ou 
wylt be slawj & sluggy in goddys seruyse, in gode werkys, & 
prayerys, & vsyn iangelyng in chercbe & be dampnyd; or, ellys, 
to leve \>\ sleuthe, wyt A perfy^t penauwce, & to ^yuen ]?e to gostly 

32 trauayle of gode werkys, & of prayerys, & be sauyd in blysse. 

here bou may chese I aif bou chese to be dampnyd, wyte it Hence thou 

^ '^ ' X V V mayestchoosel 

})iself and no^t god ! 

^ MS. in margin : < Narracio de beremita.' 



112 The Lait Parcel of Sloth. [ch. xvn. 

Capitulum xvij™. 
De Accidia. 

THE o]>er day, I told 30a a parcett of ]>e wose in sleuthe, & ^ 
now I schal telle 30a of ]>e last parcell J^erof. I haue 4 
told 30a of yj. braunchys of slowthe pat lettyn begynnyng of 
good lyif, & of opere yj. pat lettyn amendyng of lyif ; but now 

The last parcel I schal tellyn 50U of vj. ob«re braunchys bat bryngen a man to 
of Sloth brings '' '' ^ ' 

»m*n toan euytt endyng. And )>ise vj. I clepe yj. fote brede of wose in })e 8 

last parcel! of slowthe. 
z. Disobedience. IF ]>e firste of piBe yj. is ynbuxomnes ; for ]>at makyth a man 

no^t gladly to do penaunce p&i ]>e preest ioyneth hym. ]>ia 

yyce makyth a mannys herte hard & vnbuxom to god, & to holy la 

cherche \ & to his soucreyne. 
9. Impatience. IF ]>e secunde fote brede is ynpacyence, ]>&t wyll lere a man 

wrong, for pat makyth a man pat he wyl no^t blethely here 
[Fol. 38 a.] what he is worthy | for his synne. ))is vyce puttyth a man fro 16 

resoun, to sufPre ony-]7ing ]7at is a3ens his w]^. 

3. Grudging. IF pe thridde fote is grucchyng ; pat is, whanne a man doth 

amys & is repreuyd, & he grucchyth fer-ajens, & thynketh men 
don it for dyspyjt. ao 

4. Orer-sensi- IF pQ ferthe fote is heuynes, pat makyth a man to be gretly 

greuyd w^tA all pat men don to hym, or seyn, ^if it plese 
hym no^t. 

5. Despondency. % pe fyfte fote is langure, pat makyth a man to moomyn out 34 

of mesure. ]>at comyth in-to a mannys herte for sum dede pat 
he hath don, & takyth so myche sorwe, pat he weryeth of his 
lyif, & desyreth his deth. 

6. Despair. 5f pe sexte is wanhope, ]?at makyth a man no^t to trusten in 28 

goddys m^cy ; for hym thynketh his synne is so myche, pat 
he may neu^re haue for^evenesse, & so, perauenture, he may sle 
hym-self thru3 pe feendys combryng. And )>us may ]?ise yj. 
vyces brynge a man to euytt endyng. fFor J?ise fyve ferste wyll 3^ 

^ MS. cher cherche. 



cH. XVII.] Sloth leads to Despair, Simile of a Hungry Bog. 113 

bryngen a man to be sexte, bat is, wanhope, and wanhope wytt The first five 

parts brinjf a 

makyn a man to holdyn hymself so synfull & cursed, ]>at hym man to the last 

"^"despair* 

thyijteth ]>at he may nojt ben amendyd, & J)at he is so feble, 

4 J>at he may wythstonde no temptacyouw, but sufferyth J?e feend, 

)?e world, & ]>e flesch, to haue hew wylle, & he folwyth alt hew 

lust in eu«ry temptacyoun, no^t crying to god of helpe, but 

demyth him-self to be dampnyd. he wyll no^t be schreuyn, ne 

8 repentyn hym, ne cryin god mercy, he thynketh })at god were 

vnry^tfull, jif he 3af hym mercy, he heldyth it a gret foly to 

prayin, or to fastyn, to jevyn almes, or to don ony good dede. 

^ Seynt Jerom seyth, super Ps. Ixx., Jjat Judas trespacyd more whan Judas* suicide a 

12 he hynge hym-self, f»awne whawne he betrayed crist, & dyspeyr his betrayal. 

was cause ]>at he slewe him-self. j^erfore wanhope f>at duryth 

in |5e ende, & is no^t amendyd wytA repentaunce, schal neuere be 

for^evyn in J)is world, ne in ))e oJ>er world, Mat. 12.* ^ecundwra 

16 doctowres ; but \ai it schal be ponysched. doctourys seyn Jjat 

)?e blysse of heuen) may no^t be get, wyt/i-outen gret frutefult 

laboure. for )3e peyne of belle is get wytA ydelnesse, & slauthe, 

& in gret ese \ J^erfore, caste out )?is wose of slowthe in alle Cast out Sloth, 

aiid.s6ek the 

20 his xviij. fote brede, tyl bou fynde & fele a syker ground, & bat solid ground 

of spiritual 
18 gostly strengthe to werkyn well, to wyt^stondyn synne, & to strength. 

duryn stylle in good lyif, & to suffre strongly alle aduersytes. 

Thob v<>.' * fforti awimo esto, in proximo est, vt a deo cureris/ 

24 ffor 5if f>ou be slawj & sluggy, J>ou art lyche an hungry dogge *. The lazy man 

iiKe a nungry 
\\ mowth hungreth gredyly delycasyes. f»i tunge hungryth dog. 

gredyly ydett woordys. ]?in handy s hungryn gredyly foule 

towchynges & foule werkynge*. J)in herte hungreth gredyly 

28 werdly worschippes. })in erys hungryn gredyly newe tydynges, 

slauwdrys, & lesynges, & iapys, & rybaldrye. J)in ey3in gredyly 

hungryn to se vanytees. Prou. xxi.* *desideria occidtmt pig- 

^ rum.' Slawthe sleth hym })at is slaw^. qwta wcundum Ps.* 

32 'ffamem pacientwr vt | canes; id est pigri.* f»e feend, whanue [Pol. 38 b.] 

^ Matt. xii. 32 (?). ^ MS. in margin : ' no^a de accidia.' 

^ Tobit V. 13 ; Thoh. corrected in margin for JoU. of the text. 
^ MS. in margin t * Accidiostf 8 aBsimilatur caul fauielico.' This gloss 
having been injured by the binder, is re-written by a later hand. 

5 Prov. xxi. 25. • Ps. Iviii. 7, 15. 

I 



114 Venial and Deadly Sins. Oversiipped Verses and Idle Words, [ch. xvii. 

The idle man is he fyndeth a man voyde in slowthe, he takyth yij. spyrites, 
entered by the , , i/.^,., ^-i-n «^iii 

Devil and the werse ban hym-self, pat is, be seueiD dedly synnes, & entryth 
seven deadly . . 

■ina. J?at ydel man, for he is so empty & voyde, wytA-outen gode 

werkys. fcr ^if he were att full wytA gode vertuys, })e feend & 4 

dedly synnes my^te ncjt entryn, ne dwellyn, in hym. but for 

he is empty, )>crfore J>e feend, wytA dedly synnes, dwellyth in 

hym. for }>e besaunt of grace is takyn fro hym })at hydeth it in 

slowthe, & wytt no^t multiplyen it in gode werkys. Mat. xij<*.^ 8 

Sloth, if pro- ^if bou in \i slowthe hast heuynesse, & no lust in goodnes in 

anguish, is no ]>in herte, but a manere of angwysch, ^if it be no^t a^ens charyte 



sin 



to god ne to man, but lettyth )>i deuocyoun in })in herte, jif it 



but, if produced come of kynde, it is no synne ; aif it come of bin owyn appetyte la 
spiritual labour, for })i gostly trauayle, )x)f \>at appetyte be of delyberacyoun, for 
Kitmducesa jji consente to J>at venyal synne, \>i slauthe is }>anne venyalt 
sa^STit'is ^^^^' 3^ \^ heuynes be so sluggy, |>at })ou leve vnsayd or 
deadly sin. yndo )>at is nedefutt to )>e helth of Jji saluacyoun, ]>anne is it 16 
dedly synne ; or ^if it be nedefutt to ]7e saluacyoun of ^p\ ne^gh- 
bour«, it is dedly synne. jif it be omytted for heuynes & 
sluggynesse, and jif })in heuynes brynge ]>e in-to dyspayre, or 
to sle J?i-self, it is dedly sywne, J)at heuynes. jif \>m heuynes in ao 
sleuth, in consent of )>i resoun and in full avysemewt, suffre })i 
slugnes of })i flesc^ haue his powere aboue J?i soule, & omytte, 
or fle, or leue vnsayde or vndon, or breke, ony goodnes )>at )>au 
art bounde to, in nede of saluacyouw of |>i soule, as to })e 24 
comauwdmentys | of god & of holy cherche, it is dedly synne. 
The idle one the Slowthe makyth J>e J?e restyng place of f>e deuyl, for })ou art })e 

Devil. He is feendys pylwe. slowthe makyth )>e as a cyte vnwallyd, redy & 
like a diS' 

mantled town esv for alle synnes & for alle feendys to entryn in-to bi soule. 28 

open to all y ^ ^ ^ x 

fiends; lUcea Slouthe* makyth }>e as a schetyng hyll, redy to be schett wytA 

^w temp- ^^ ^^® ^^ ®^^*^ temptacyouw. 
tation. 

[Fiends gather Overskipped Verses in a Sack, and write Idle 

Words on a Scroll,'] 32 

Exaumple '. Jacobw« de vitriaco tellyth })at an holy man M 
stood in cherc^ in a qwere, & seyj a feend beryng a gret sacchett 
^ Matt. xii. 43-45. ^ MS. sche crossed. ' MS. in margin : 'narra£?»o.' 
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full: of thyng. }>e feend, as J^e man askyd Jje feend what he 

bare, be feend seyde : ' I here in my sacche sylablys & woordys, A fiend gathered 

- . , overskipped 
ou^rskjrppyd and synkopyd, & verse & psalmys Jje whiche verses in a bag, 

4 )?ese clerkys ban stolyn in \>e qweew, & haue fayled in her« 

seruyse/ 

fforsothe, ]>anne I trowe ]>e feend hath a gret sacche fall 

of 5oure ydett woordys, \>at 3e iangelyn in cberche in slowtbe. 

8 £for bis same clerk seyth bat be deuyl in a cherche wrote be and wrote on a 
^ J y^ ir J r scroll the idle 

woordys of \>e peple, whiche J)ei iangledyn & rownedyn in jowis spoken 

chercli, & whan his scrowe was to lytel, he drewe it out, wytA service, 

his teeth, brodder^ ; and in his drawyng he smote his heuyd 

J 2 a^ens f»e walle. An holy man sey^ f>is, & askyd J)e feend why 
he dyde so. J)e feend seyde : ' I wryte J^ise talys of })e peple 
in ]>is cherche, to recordyn hem a- fore god at ]>e doom for here to show them to 
dampnacyouw, and my book is to narwe to wry ten on alle here 

1 6 talys; f»ei say so manye. f»erfore I drawe it out braddere, \>at 
none of here talys schulde be vnwretyn.' 

I drede me ]?anne, \>e feend hath a gret book a^ens 30U, 

wretyn of yyure ianglynge* in cherc^, & jit je excusyn 30W 

20 fjere-in, & seyn : ' me muste | speke to hym ^pai spekyth to me.' [^ol. 30 a.] 

beth ware, & leuyth suche talys for dreed of god & for rewthe of Avoid talking in 
•^ *' ° church* 

'^oure soule ! forsakyth joure ^lowthe, & takyth })e ground of 
gostly strengthe, to trauaylen myjtely in prayery*, to duryn 
24 myjtely in goodnes, to wythstonden myjtily temptacyouw, to 
Bufferyn my3tyly aduersite & tribulacyouw. for J)is strengthe 
ouercomyth slowthe, & sauyth joure soule. 

[The Devil tempting the Monks of Abbot Macarius^ 

^ Exaumple *. Ex yiiia patrum. Macharye, be Abbot, seys The Devil, in a 

" ' man's attire, 

29 sathan, f»e deuyl, in mawnys wede, & his clothyng was lyneni, went to a 

& full: of spayer^«, & in euery spayere hyng a crewett. f»e abbot poison the 

seyde to hym : * whider gost )?ou % ' J>e feend seyde, * I go to t^^J?,®' 

32 enpoysen) Jji bretheryn, f>i muwkys.* J?e abbot seyde, * why 

beryst Jjou so many crewettys ? ' J>e feend answerde, ' I bere 

* MS. in margin : ' narracio.' 
I 2 
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Moral of the Story of the Tempted Monks. 



[cH. xvn. 



One only suc- 
cumbed; 



and even he 
WBSOQnverted 
by his abbot's 
teaching. 



in iche crewett enpoysoun of dyuerse temptacyoun, }pai, who-so 
wyll no^t drynken of on, he wyll drynken of an-o]?er.' J?e feend 
wente, & kam a^en be Makarye. Macharye seyde, ' feend, how 
hast ]?au sped ? ' J>e feend seyde : * J?i muwkys arc so occupyed 4 
in gostly prayery«, & so stronge in here gode werkys durynge, 
J?at none of hem wyll di*ynken of my crewettys of temptacyouns, 
saaf one of hem. he hath dnlnkyn of my crewett of euytt 
thou^tys, of slepyng, of iangelyng, of ydelnes, of slugnesse, of 8 
heuynes, & of lusty s. so he hath dmnkyn of yj. of my 
crewetty*, & hym I haue full enpoysonyd in slawthe, & I haue 
wonnyn hym.* ]>e abbot rose vp, & wente to J>at munke \>ai 
was so ouercomyn of J?e feend, & tumyd hym fro slowthe be his i a 
holy techyng. J?e feend kam ajen be |>e abbot, & }>e Abbot seyde, 
* fPeend, whedyr gost J?ou now 1 ' )>e feend seyde, * I go ajen to 
\>\ munkys, to lokyn jif I may enpoysen) ony mo J)an I dede 
last.' ]>e feend wente, & kam a^en be }pe abbot. )>e abbot 16 
seyde, * deuyl, how hast J>ou sped now 1 ' f>e feend seyde : 
' I haue sped myche ^pe werse for ]7e. for alle \i munkys am 
so myjty in here goodnes, )>at I spede nojt in hem. & jit, thrugH 
))i couwseyl, J)e munke \>ai was myn is tumyd fro me, & is 20 
holyer« )>an ony of his bretheryn.* 



here |e may se )?at je })at heryn nojt full dyvyn) seruyse in 

yAi/re parysc^-cherche, but a morwemasse, 1^ gon & fyllen yyu/re 

bely ; & je f>at come to late to cherc^, sum-tyme vnethe to 34 

masse; & je ianglerys & sleperye in cherche, how je haue 

drunkyn of })e deuelys crewettys, & am enpoysouned in slowthe, 

]7at no lyif of sweete deuocyoun ne gostly gladnesse is in 30U, 

but dedly heuynes, & angwyscti, & vnlust. and ]?erfore, no a8 

schryfte, no prechyng, no repreuyng, no syknesse, ne J>e scourge 

of god, no dreed, no schame, no drede of goddys vengeauns, no 

dreed of Jje deuyll, ne dreed of dampnacyouw, ne desyre of 

heuen)-blysse, may rayse Jew vp fro deth of slowthe to J?e lyif of 32 

deuocyoun & of amendment, je be soryly deed YfyXh ]?e poysoun 

80 may you, too, of be feend; ait, as be munke enpoysonyd wytA be feend was 
yet be cured ».*/*> ^ i 

raysed fro deth of slowthe, & curyd wytA tryacle of techynge be 
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})e abbot Macharie to J)e lyif of deuocyoun, & after was holyere 

I f>an ony of his bretheryn ; Ryjt so, in ]?e reuerens & in })e [Fol. 39 b.] 

vtfrtu of cristes passyoun, and in vertu of his precyoiw deth, 

4 takyth J?e tryacle of my techyng in-to })e stomak of jourc soule, by my teaching. 
& dooth )>er-aftfir ! & je schal be raysed fro deth of slouthe to 
lyif of deuocyoun, & ben holyere after fjan summe J?at were nojt 
so slaw3 to god. ^ }?as ^e schal be sauyd fro ]7e feend ^ )?e 

8 peyne of helle to god, joure S£^ueour^, & to )>e kyngdam of 
heuen) ! To ]?e whiche &c. 



Capitulum xviij. 

De Cupiditate. 

<3l rilHE ober day, I told 50 w of be wose of slowthe ; now I schal The * ooze of 
<5' I r ^» :> r » OOVBTOiIS- 

13 -■- telle 50 w of Jje wose of coueytise. Coueytise is a vyce NB88.' 

}pai rewlyth loue to wordly catelt, whiche loue man hath of 

vntrust & vnsykemesse to god, for dreed of pouert, wenyng ]>flt 

16 god & f>e world schulde faylen hym, but jif he gaderyd myche 

muk to hepe. A coueytous man is lyche to an yrchon ^. be The oovetons 

man— likeanor* 
yrchoii) goth, wytA hise scharpe pryckys, to gaderyn hym a gret cupine which 

hurde of applys, thynkynge in his kynde })athis lyiflode schulde with its pnckles 

30 faylen hym, but jif he gaderyd hym to-gedere a gret hepe of 

frute. Ryjt so, be coueytous man goth, yryih manye scharpe —hoards up 

money by means 
sleyghtys & sotyltees of falpnes, & gaderyth hym an hurde of of shwp devices. 

erthly good on hepe, wenyng ellys J?at god & alt J?e worlde 
34 schulde faylen hym, but 3if he had swiche an hepe to-gydere 

of werdly muk. & swyche an hepe of tresoure is happely in ]?e 

feendys kepyng, and swiche kepery« am seruaur^tys of })e feend. 

vt per Cistrencem in suo policronicon * li6ro vij., he seyth J?ere 
38 f)at a feend was seen kepere of kyng Rychardys chaumbre & of 

his tresoure, gaderyd on hepe. ]?erfore crist, Mat. yj.', seyth : 

^ MS. in margin : ' cupi4tf« assimil^ktur iricia. note, qteare.* 
^ Polychronicon Banulphi Higden Monachi Cestrensis, ed. J. Rawson 
Lumby, in Rer. Brit. M. M, Script, 41, vol. viii, p. 14a. 
' Mfttt. vi, 19. 
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Gkdeiv 50W no^t to-gyderc on hepe to myche werdly tresour in 

erthe, for je mowe no3t to-gederc seruyn god & })e feend to 

plesaarts. ' Non potestis deo seruire & mammone ^/ dictt Gre- 

The fleud gorius. Mammona is a feend f>at is kepere & lord of erthly 4 

rycbes & catett, whiche feend }e seruyn to plesau»s, & no3t ^oure 

god, whan 36 gaderyn on hepe in excesse suche wordly good. 

Seynt Pouk seyth, Ad Tymoth yj.', Ry3t nou3t we brow3tyn 

in-to ]na world, &, wytA-oute dowte, no-thyng schal we beryn 8 

out fio ]>\a world in oure ende. haue we oure lyiflode, & 

clothyng to be wryed wytA, helde we vs payid! fFor |>ei pat 

wyllyn be ryche fallyn in temptacyouns, & in-to grynnes of 

pe deuytt, & in-to manye noyouse desyres. J>crfore, he seyth, la 

Covetousness is coueytise is rote of att synues. As ]>e ottyr sleth fyscti, & 

•ins. gaderyth it on hepe in-to his bole tyl it stynketh, for he 

wenyth neuere to haue ynow ; and p&nne, for stynche, he is 

, The covetous syke, & deyith ; Ryat so, be coueytote^ man gaderyth rychesse 16 
* man is like an . . . 

(otter, on hepe in-to his co%re, and panne it stynkyth to god in heuen) 

& to alle seyntes, Sc his name, for fals getyng of good, stynkyth 

poraftn. ouyr aft his cuntre. ysidre seyth', A fox is a dysseyuable 

*^ beeste, & ratbere he deuowryth & sleth tame bestys }>an wylde. ao 

Ryjt so, J>e coueytous man is as a fox, for be, wytA dyssey3tys, 

wyth false othys & aunceiys, & false wej^tys & mesurys, harmyth 

& bynderyth more symple folk, pat arn his neygbboury* & kan 

[Fol. 40 a] no wyles, })an he doth strau^gerys, )>at | am slye & als wyly as 24 

he. Mat. vij. foxis haue h«re derinys, and whan J)ei ben 

As the fox J)ere-in, J?ei hope pat }>ei ben in ft syker casteL but when pe 

safe in his den, hunters comyth sodeynly, & delvytb hym owt, p&jme are )>ei 

to the avaricious slayn wyt/i bondys. Ey3t so, be Aouieytojas map, whil he is in a8 

man relies upon ^ 

his riches, his erthely muk, hym thynketh be is in a syker caste], Sc pertore 

he kepyth him stylle in his den of erthly ryches, /k wyji no3t 

tUl the hunter, pere-fro, tyl pe hunters comyth, deth, & deluyth hym out of pat 

up. ' muk, pat [is], deluyth his soule out of bis erthely body, panne 3a 

schal pat soule, wrechyd & nakyd, wyt^utyn couert, ben att for- 

rent wyth helle-ratchys, pat am feendys. Seynt Thomas & Albert |^ 

» Matt. vi. 34. ' I Tim. vi. 7-10. 

^ Etymologiarium Isidori Hispalensis, lib. xii. Migne, Patr. Lat. torn. 8a. 
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in conpendto theoZogie, Y\hro iij. de auaricia^ bei seyn : A man Two manners 

of gathering 
may gadere to-gydere rychesse on two manery«. o manere is ^®*i*^ 

whaTine he gaderyth good ryjtf ally & in mesurg, to ]>at entent to ?^^^i^°®'!i 

4 rewle him-self & his meyne Jjere-wy th in resonable manere, & to ^^!^®^® **^® 

rewle Jjer-wyth also o})ere J)at am in myscheef, pouert, & nede ; 

and )?is coueytise is nedefutt, lawfutt, leffatt, & medefutt. seynt 

Austyn seyth, whos woordys am rehersyd iu )>e lawe, xij. q. j. 

8 *ha6ebat domewrus^' \ai crist bare pursys wytA monye, for to releue 

f>ere-wytA J^e pore peple. An-o})er manere of gaderyng rycches 2. for money's 

is J^is, whan )?ou gaderyst to kepe muk, vnry3tfully & falsely 

gett, or out of mesure, Jjowj it be trewly gett, nojt for entent 

12 to helpyn })e & J>ine in mesure f>ere-wytA, & J)e poore, but for to 

haue )?erin \\ dely3te, J)i lust & lykyng, in )7e sy3t & in Jje 

kepyng, or ellys to be J)er-w^A prowde ryatt a wastoure, or 

for to ouer-ledyn J?er-wyth })i neyjbours, or to maynten) J?ere- 

16 wyth })i-self in \\ synne. ]>is coueytise is wycked & synful in 

dedly synne. beth ware, & castyth out J)is wose ! 

bis wose of coueytise is thre sqware. be firste sqware is The* ooze of 
^ . , . . . , , Covetousness' 

angwyscn & desjrre m coueytise in J)e berte, to haue, or to pur- is triangular: 

30 chase^ wordly rycbes, J^ow^ \o\x. haue no good. & so in ]^is sqware covetous desix«; 

in coueytise synnen poore manye on \ai may no good gete. ( 

An-o]%r sqware of |>is wose in coueytise is straythed in another avaric^js 

kepyng ryches, whan it am gaderyd in hepe, nojt suflPryng J?o ' 

24 to be dysposyd to J?e nedefuit, ne to J)e leffutt & medefult 

werkys, but w^A euyl wytt & heuynesse of herte. 

Jje thridde sqware of wose in coueytise is to encrese & to the third greedi- 

moryn alwey \\ rycches, in getyng, in parchasyng, for })at 
28 entent to haue \\ lust & \\ delyte J^erin, & no^t to lessyn hem 

in leffult causys. Ail )?is thre square of )?is wose in coueytise 

arn rote of att wyckydnes. Ad tymoth yj.' * Radix ommwas. 

malortim est cupiditasV 

32 bis thre sqware of wose in coueytise is xiij.^ fote brede in The thirteen 
1,* ^ AV Ji.-^x partsofCovet. 

wose, pat arn, mawmetrye, Ambycyouw, nygardschipfD, tresoun, ousness. 

* Cf. p. 91, note 2. 

^ cap. 17. Causa 12. qusestio 1 [Corpus Jur. Canon, i. 683]. 

^ I Tim. vi. 10. ' MS. thre crossed, and corrected in margrin. 
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gouytt, symonye, raueyne, sacrilege, fals chalange, & wyked- 

nesse, fals marchaundyse, craft of foly, & foly play. 

1, Idolatry, be firste fote brede of bis wose in coueytise is mawmetrye ^ ; © 
iA to set one's * ^ . . i . , 

hewpt more on Jjat IS, whawne })ou settyst more J?in herte on })i good, \>i catel, 4 

G«J. ,}pi golde, J>i syluer, & on J>in erthely muk, ]?an on \\ god; & 

^ whanfi) Jwu art more wylly to trauayle for wordely lucre, for 

loue of gold & of monye, ]7an for loue af god ; & wharine ]?ou 

delytest often to se or to handelyn, to tellyn or to schewyn, 8 

}pi tresonre, or to makyn avanntyng of }>i good, for to be seen 

[Fol. 40 b.] ryche. & 3if ]>ou | haue no good, \o\x moomyst & sorwyst J>erfore, 
& art more heuy ]7an ^yf ^poxx fett in dedly synne ; and whanne 
]7oa getyst good, & hast it, ]7ou art [more] glad ]7an of veriewys 13 
& of helthe of soole ; & whanne ))ou lesyst }>i good, \>o\x art more 
sory ))an whan |>ou lesyst \>\ soule fro god in dedly synne. & alle 
))ise is mawmetrye, }>at is, worschepyng of false goddys ; for j^i 
gold & ^p\ muk ^povL makyst \!i god. Eph6«. v.* ' Auaricia est 16 
ydoloHAm seruitt^.' glo^a : ' Auarus facit aunim deum suum.' 
kyng Ezechie, for ^pt gi'et dely^te ^pai he hadde to schewyn his 
tresonr to folk of babilonye, to ben holdyn ryche & ryatt, }>er-fore 
god snfferyd afterward })e folk of babylonye to robbyn him of ao 
dXt }pai he hadde, in punyschyng hym of ^ai gret delyte ))at he 
hadde in his rychesse. Isidort^^ de summo bono, li6ro 3. c. xxiij., 
he seyth, Jxet god suffryth many ryche men in }>e world to be 
robbyd, for J?e gret delyjt f>at )?ei haue in here werdly good, & 34 
for here bostyng })er-of. })erfore, damd ' seyth : jif rycches come 
to 50W plentevously, settyth nojt ymre herte J?eron. * Diuicie 
si affluant, nolite cor s^ponerid.' 

a. Ambition; ]?e secuwde fote brede of wose of coueytise is Ambycyoun*; 28 
))at is, whan )>ou desirest to ben in hye estate, in hye degre, in 
hye worschijD, to ben hye avauwsyd, to ben holdyn gret, worthy, 
& ryche, & ryatt; & whawne J>ou vsyst cawtelys & sley3tys for 
to come to swyche worschippe ; & in 3euyng jiftys f>erfore, & in 3» 
plesyng, & in flateryng, & seruyng lordys, & in trauayling sore 
for hem in here seruyse, for )?at entent to ben avauwsyd, or tq ben 

* MS. in margin : * ydolatnia.' * Ephes. v. 5. 

' Ps. Ixi. II. ' MS. in margin ; * Ambicio.' 
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enhauwsyd to heye estatys ; & in makyng J)e ryche & ryal wyth 

o\>ere mewnys godys, & nojt wyllyng to jeldyn hem, for to kepyn 

]>e in \>m hyje estate & worschipjD. J?«rfore, Gwgorie seyth, li6ro 

4 XX. moraZmwi super pnmumtextum/qui rodebant in solitudiiie V 

\>ai two manere of folk am longyng to J>is ambycyouTi. summe some pursue it 

flateryn & plesyn wytA \>q tunge, for to ben hauwsyd in hyje 

estate, & summe seuyn here myst & here entent to raueyn others by un- 
' "^ •'^ "^ scrupulous^ 

8 & extorcyouws, to ben enhauTusyd, wyt^ o})er6 mennys good, to enriching them* 

hey3ere degre. 

J)e thredde fote brede of wose of coueytise is nygardschippe ; 3. Niggard- 

i 1 II e 8 Sf 

J)at is, whanw )?ou hast ynow, & sparyst it out of resouw nou^t 

12 nedy; &, ]>ow5 ry^t harde, & spendyng lytel in good vse, ne 

hauyng no rewthe ne pyte on })e pore, lytelt or ryjt noujt i,e,beinffun- 

cnflrniwDie 
jeuyng to J)e nedefutt for goddys loue, but in wast, in sywne, towards the , 

& in euyl vse, spendyng ^p\ good in howsyng, in clothyng, in 2^7 °***®^ 

1 6 lustys, in delycacyes, in ryott, in revett, in jyftes, in'presentys 

to hem f»at han non nede, & to ]?i kyn, & in superfluite & in 

excesse of feestys, & in kepyng vytayle so longe tyl it han 

perysched & lost in stynkyng & rotyng, in sowryng, in mowlyng, 

^o or lost Yryih mathys, in clothys lost Vfyih motthys & wytA myjs, 

& in kepyng monye in €xces, tyl it be ruste-fretyn, wherc-wyt^ 

manye pore folk my^te a be relevyd Jk holpyn. j^i rust-fretyn 

monye, ^p\ vitayles pcrysched, })i mothe-fretyn clothys, schal 

34 accusyn \>q a-fore god at ]7e dreedfutt dome, /& schal askyn 

^ vengauTice on J?e ! Ssjcohys \? And seynt bemard seyth : Pore 

men schul aske vengeamice on )?e a-£6re J?e ry3tfull iuge, })at The niggard 

my3te haue be releuyd wyth J)i rust-fretyn monye, wytA 1^^ t^*5®P*f^*5 

38 vytayles perysched, wytft J>i mothe-etyn clothis, & were nojt ™«'^*- 

holpyn J)erwytA. })crfore, holy wrytt seyth, ecjc). xiiij.', to 

a coueytous nygard is jouyn good wytA-oute resouw and cause, 

for it profy^teth neythir hym ne oJ?ere. J)erfore, Tobye taw3te 

32 his sone, iiij c^ *, & seyde : Of ]>i good 3yue almes, tume })i &ce Give alms, 

fro no po-]re man, })at god turne no3t his face fro J>e. as J)ou [FoL 41 a.] 

mayst so be mercyfalt, 3if ))ou hane myche, jyue J>ou plentyvously ; 

^ Job XXX. 3. 2 James v, a, 3. 

^ Ecclesiasticus xiv. 3. * Tobit iv. 7. 
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Treason. Dishonest Tithing. Usury. 



[CH. XVIIl. 



for the Bake of 
thy ■alvation ! 



4. Treason 
oommitted for 
lucre. 



Dishonest 
tithing. 



5. Usury, 
which is or 12 



to let to use 
with. 



or without, a 
covenant; 



5yf Jk)u haue lytel, gladly jeue })ou part J>erof to ]?e poore. 
Almes delyueryth of euery synne & fro deth of soule, for it 
suffryth no^t soulys to gon in-to therkcesse of helle. 

)>e fertile fote brede of wose in coueytise is tresouTi ; \>ai is, 4 
whan })ou art fals to hym })at J>ou schuldyst be trewe to, for 
coueytise, as Judas, whan he solde crist for xxxd. as a fals 
traytowre, Mat. xxvj.* Bede seyth : Alle })at beryn fals wytnes 
a^ens here neyhbours, for coueytise, in ony dome, arn Judas- 8 
felawys, & don tresoun, for }>ey sellyn crist, ]?at is, trewthe ; sicwt 
recitatwr xi. q. iij. *Abiit iudas*.' Ryjt so, whanne )>ou art 
lying, or falsly sweryng, or in ony o)>er fraude dysseyvyng |>i 
hvo\>er for ony wynnyng, or dost ony falsnes or wrong, or heldyst 12- 
ajens trewthe, })ou dost tresouw, & sellyst trewthe, Ipai is, crist. 
whan }5oa art fals for coueytise to fadyr or modyr, lord or 
mayster, or to ony o}per gostely or bodyly frend, )poxk dost 
tresoun, for )po\i denyest trewthe as Judas dyde, & art fals, 16 
secundum Abuile'. whanne }>ou falsly tythyst, in ^euyng ]?i 
tythe to hym \>at schulde nojt haue it, or in wytAholdyng })i 
tythe fro hym })at schulde haue it, or falsly in tythyng to lytel, 
or in tythyng })e werse for )>e betters, or in tythyng ryjt nojt of 20 
swyche thynges as owyn to be tythed, or in stelyng )>e tythe, 
J?awne art J>ou Judas-felawe, \>ai stale )>e tythe part of })at )»t 
com6 to J?e comoun purs of crist. Joh xijo.* So J)ou stelyst J)e 
tythe J?at longyth to goddys part, })ou art fals traytoi*r to god 24 
& to holy cherche, Becundum Abuile. 

)>e fyffce fote brede of wose in coueytise is govytt. )?is gouytt is 

xij ynche thycke *, pe firste inche in J)is fote brede of gouytt is 

whanne ]>o\i lenyst, & of couenaunt takyst encres for ]>i lenyng ; 28 

for, but ])ou ^elde ]>ai encres a^en, pou schalt haue peyne ]?erfore. 

ex^ra de vsurt* c^ po«; & co *Conquestw«''.' ]>e aecmide inche in J)is 

fote of gouyl is whanne })ou takyst for J)i lenyng encres, wyt^- 

oute couenaunt of curtesye; but ]>on rewarde it in )>e dette, pou. 32 

^ Matt. xxvi. 15. 

^ cap. 83. Causa 11. qusestio 3 [Corpus Jur. Canon, i. 666]. 

^ Cf. p. 5, note. * John xii. 6. 

* MS. ill upper margin * No^a de xij. gradibt^f vsurc. i. vsura.' 

• cap. I. X. de usuris 5. 19 [ii. 811]. ' Ibid, cap, 8. [ii. 813]. 
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^ schalt liaue )?e wretthe of god. ffor alle men schulde lenyn for 

loue of god, & no^t takyn berfore. be thridde inche in bts gouyf} to accept the 

inheritance of 

IS whan pou hast a thyng f»at f)i frend gat wytn gouyll, ]?e anything got 

wibu usivy > 
4 whicn is deed ; be it fadyr or modyr, wyif or chyld, jif f»ou 

wytte \at he gat it wytAgouytt, ))ou muste makyn asethe* )?erfore, 

and ellys )?ou art gylty as he f>at dyde ]?e dede. f»e ferthe inche 

of )?is fote in gouyl is whanne J>ou hast a seruaunt J)at takyth to practise 

;,, . , usury through 

8 gouyu to f»in vse ; jif J)ou be wel plesyd )?erwyth, bou art a servant ; 

, to let out en- 

mayster vsurerc. ]?e fyfte inche m {>is fote of gouytt is whan trusted money? 

)?ou lenyet a man for vsurye })e monye })at an-o]:«r toke f»e to 

kepe, or jif J)ou borwedyst it to lene for en ores, \o\x art a 

1 2 dycyple vsurere. )?e sexte inche of bis fote of gouytt is whaiine to advance the 

price of any- 
)?ou sellyst ony- thyng )?e derrere to lene it to a day, jif })ou thiny sold on 

allowe it no^t in )?e paying, f>at * Jjou hast takyn more ]>an J?ou 

woldyst to haue ben payid in hande. J?e vij. inche of ]>e fote 

1 6 brede of gouyll in coueytise is whanne hou seUyst a thynsf to or to a person 
° "^ '' ^ * ./ ./ o who stands in 

him ]>at hath nede to byen it, & may no3t forber^ it, & jjawne urgent need of 

it, 

]30u sellyst it to double price ; alt fjat Jjou sellyst it more aboue, 
more J)an })ou woldyst sellyin it to an-o]>er man, it is gouyll. fje 

2o viij. inche of J)is fote brede of go- |vyll is whanne })ou seest an- [Pol. 41 b.] 
of»er haue nede to selle corn or othir thyng, er tyme wer«, & J)ou com-jobbery; 
by est it at lyjt price to paye longe a-forii. & })e corn schal 
a-byde tyl a day, & Jjou knowyst wel })at )h com schal be myche 

24 derrere at \)at day J)an whan })ou bowjtyst it. & yi Jjou at ]>at 

day paye hym no more, after ^pe price is resyn, ^povi takyst 

gouyll. ]?e ix. inche of })is fote brede of gouyl is whawne })ou 

lenyst monye for a rente in morgage, & takyst ]?e profy^t f»erof, lending upon i 

mortgage ; 
28 tyl J)e day come of payment, and ]:)anne })ou takyst a^en \>m hole 

payment, & rewardyst nojt ):at J)ou hast takyn J^erof. Jie x. 

inche of bis fote brede of gouyll is whanne bou wytArholdyst withholding a 
. pawn beyond a 

a wedde })at is leyd to a day, be-cause pe ownere payetn nojt at fixed term 

32 his day ; al-Jjow^ J?e couenauwt were &o, 3it, ^if J)e wed be better 

)?an \>e dette, but )?ou restore it to J)e awnere, or jif })ou vse a 

wed )?at is leyd f»e, tyl Jjou be payed, 3if it be appeyrid, but })ou 

rewarde als myche, whan }>ou art payed, it is govyll. })e xj. inche 

^ M8. a set he. ^ fat refers to it, not to paying/. 
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of ))i8 fote brede of gouyl is whanne ]x)u takyst monye to 

partaking of the a marchaunt, in couenaunt to haue halfe WYimynir & bi monye 

profited a buai- w * o j 

IMM8, without nea«re-]>e-les, but ]?ou make couenauTit to stande to balf losse & 

^ises; to half cost, be xij. inche of bis fote brede of goaytt is whan 4 

Ibnanic a man r j r o j 

paM« intoSat ^^^ lenyst syluer or catell to a pore man, & Jmnne puttyst him 

fbraloan. ^ trauaylen in )>i werkys, & ellys J)ou woldyst no^t lenyn hym, 

& alowyst hym no3t for his trauayle. or 3if J)e pore man may 

no^t paye })e at his day, ]?ou byndest hym be lawe to werke wytA 8 

f>e ; & for a peny of dette, J?ou takyst two penyworth of werke. 

liawa and A. gouelere doth a3ens J)e old lawe. Ps.* *D(WW*ne, quis ho&itabit in 

'MO'y- tabernaculo tuo 1 ' * Qui pecuniae suam non dedit ad vsuram.' Jf 

A goueller^ doth a3e^s ]>e newe lawe in ])e gospel. ' Mutuum 1 2 

date niqhil inde sperantes*.' A gouelere doth a^ens ])e byddyng 

of alle seyntes. xiiij. q. iij.', & iiij. q. v. per to^t^m *. A gouelere 

doth a^ens J?e constitucyouris of J)e lawe of holy cherche. Ex<ra 

de usurt*'. He doth ajens J)e constltucyouYis of lawe cyuyle. 16 

xiiij. q. V. co 'Quid dipam/ in glo«8a*. A gouelere is a 

raueynere, for he stelyth big soule fro god to J)e deuyl, &, rauys- 

schyth o]7ere men falsely of ber« godd, as seynt Ambrose seyth, 

& recitatt^ xiiij. q. iiij. c. ' Si quis ''.^ A gouelere is a turmentour 20 

of goddys pore peple, as seynt Austyn seyth, & recitatwr xiiij. 

q. iiij. * Quid dicam *.' A gouelere is a theef, for his gouytt is 

verryly thefte. xiiij. q. v. *Penale^' A gouelere is chyld of )?e 

deuyl, for he folwyth J?e fendys werkys, for gouyl & o\>er synne 24 

makyth man ]7e feendys chylde. de i^mdtencia ^Istincdo j. c^ 

'hoc idem' in fine®, & q^ 'Omwis qui odit'V A gouelere is 

most cursyd abouyn alle marchau/itys & chapmen; ^ecwndum 

cn&oatomwm,. a 8 

Cast out these jYrfore, castyth out of 30ure pytt of 3oure herte J?is fyve fote 
five parte of 
Coretoaaneas I 

* Pb. xivr I, 5. * Luke vi. 35. 
' cap. 1-4. Causa 14. qusestio 3 [Coipus Juris Ganonici i. 734 sq.]. 

* Probably to be : c. 1-5. C. 14. qu. 5 [0. J. C. i. 738 sq.]. 
» X. de usuris 5. 19 [C, J. C, ii. 81 1 sq.]. 

• c. 1 1. C. 14. qu, 4 [C. J, C. i. 738]. ^ c. 4. C. 14. qu. 4 [C, J. C, i. 736]. 
» c. 13. C. 14. qu. 5 [C. J. C. i. 741]. 

• c. 33 D. I. de poenitentia (?) [C. J. C. ii. 1165]. 
*• c. 37 D. I. de poenitentia (?) [C. J. C. ii. 1167]. 
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brede of wose in coueytise, })at am, Mawmetrie, Ambycyoun, 
nygardschip), tresoun, & gouylt, wytA alt his xij. incbys in 
tbykneSi But o\>ere fyve fote brede of wose in J^is coaeytise, 
4 I schal telle jou an-o]7er day* 

But for J?e conclusioun of J?is proces, 

[The Gardener cured of Avarice^ 

(§ I rede in vitis patrum J)at a gardynere jaf to pore folk att A mrdener, who 

8 })at he my3t spare of his trauayle, passyng his strey^t lyiflode, able all his life, 

but in his age he dredde poucrte, & to ben bedrede, no^t trustyng ciouB in his old 

ixjXt ^pai god schulde kepyn hym in his age as he dede in 

his I 30uthe. he lefte almes-dede, & jaf hym full to coueytise, [Fol. 42 a.] 

12 & gaderyd hym to-geder^ a gret summe of monye. banne felt on He got a sore 

. *i > tootf which was 

his fote a maladye, J?at it rotyd, & in lechecrafb he spendyd att tobeampu- 

\>ai he had gaderyd. }>anne a leche told hym ]?at his foot muste 

be smyten of be J?e kne> for })ere was non 6}per bote. On }>e 

1 6 ny^t be-forn f>at his foot schulde be smyten of, })e gardyner«, in 

his bed, sayde to hym-self wepyng : ' whyle I gaf almes, I was But he repented 
heyl in alle my lymes, to getyn my lyiflode, & now, in my 
coueytise, I am lame, and to-morwyn my rotyn foot schal be 

2o smyten of. my monye is spent })er-aboute, I am a begger^. 
Alias, J)at euer gadryd I monye on hepe, to trustyn )%re-vpon, 
& lefte myn almesdede ! god, I crye j^e mercy 1 whil my trust 
was in J?e, I ferde wel ; whanne I trustyd in my werdly good, 

34 I ferde euytt, & ^pai is now sene in me ! * In J>is mowt*nyng, an 
auwgyl com) to hym, & seyde : ' where are now alle J?i pense 
& f»i noblys fjat J)ou gadredyst ? where is \>\tl hope & )>i trust 
\ai f>ou haddyst in ]?i muk 1 ' J?e gardynere seyde : ' I haue 

28 synned ! I crye god mercy ! I truste no longere in wordly 

ryches, I hope in god 1 ' be aungyl towchyd his foot, & it was and was cured 

by the touch of 
hooL ]>e leche com) on }?e morwe to smyten of his fote, & fonde an angel's hand. 

hym goyng at J)e plowj, for he had founde a bettyr leche 

32 ]?an him. 

bus faryn nygardys & coue3rtouse men, bey levyn almes, for So fare avarici- 

ous men. 
dreed of pouert in age. Jiey gaderyn to-gydre myche muk, 
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Their ibot, i.e. & truste more ber-on ban on god. berfore here fote, bat is, 
theirlove,i« , , ; , . , . , , , / 

•ore with covet- here loue rotyth in coueytise, }Hit pei loue nc^t god, ne holy 

chercB, ne pore peple, ne truthe, ne vertue. here ey5e is blynde, 

for pel se no^t how god takyth yengauns on hem in here good, 4 

]>ai it wastyth awey, & hath no grace in here ende, to tume hem 

to profyjt. ]>ej se no^t how god smyt hem in here body, wyth 

pykenes & tribulacyouw. pei be deef also ; ]?ei here nojt )>e voys 

of Jje poore peple, ne }>e techyng of goddys woord. pei be 8 

crokyd in here handys, nojt wyllyng to werke wel, to seme god 

in dewe tyme, ne pei wyl nojt, whan pe aungyl, pe prechoure 

of goddys woord, techyth hem, seyn as pe gardynere sayde : 

'lord, I haue synned, & I schal no more!* for jif pej dyde i3 

so, here foot of loue, pe eyje of here mynde, pe handys of here 

werkys, schnldyn be curyd & hole fro fals coueytise, to seruyn 

& lovyn god & man, & to don almes-dede, & to purchasyn 

vertewys to lyuen perhj in grace here, & in blysse in here ende. i6 

but J>ei be so obdurate in here coueytise, pat pe more pat god 

smyteth hem, wyth his wreche, pe more pey rotyn in here foot 

of loue fro god ward, & pe slawlyere gon to goddys seruyse, & 

pe werse kepyn pe halyday & goddys comauwdmentys, tyl deth 20 

Therefore, they comyth, & banne bei deyin gracelesly. berfore, it were good to 
ought to amend. 

hem, as pe gardynere to crye god mercy & to amendyn hem, pat 

J?ei my^t be curyd fro here rotyn coueytise to almes-dede, wyih 

^ grace of penaunce, pat in here ende J?ei mj^te come to j>e blysse 24 

of heuene. Ad quod &c. 



Ca/pitulum xix^. 
De cupiditate. 

rilHE oper day, I told 30U of v. fote brede of pe wose of ^ 
More parts of JL coueytise ; now schal I telle 50 w of o})ere v. fote brede of 29 

pat coueytise. 
I. Simony; pe firste fote brede of f>is wose is Symonye \ )>is fote brede 

^ MS. in margin * Symonia.* 
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of symonye is vj. inche thycke. [The firste inche is] whanne its »x kinds : 

J?OQ leryd man jevyst jiftes for to ben orderyd. An-oJ>er inche is J!r^"j;***'?j?^* 

whan ]30u ^euyst mede, or byest a benefyse, cherche, or P^^pS^^ofa 

4 uendre, fre chapeit, or chauritrye, | for temperatt lucre, or ^euyst [PoL 42 b.] 

to him )?at )?ou owyst dette to, or for frenschip, but ryjt nou^t 

for charyte. ]>e thridde inche is chaurigyng of benefyce, as to exchange of 

probenQs ; 
chau9%gyn a more & a lesse, & he \>dX hath \>q lesse schal haue 

8 bote. )?e ferthe inche is in eleccyouw of pr6lacye or dygnite. election to a 

for whan a college or a couent schal chesyn here prelate, thrug^ 

prayerc or procuryng of a lord, )?ei schal chese one )?at is 

onworthy* ]?e fyfte inche is comyng in-to relygioun be procur- or admi(«i(m to 

12 yng or be pray ere, for profyjt or for hope of here kyn to )?e ^*te!? **£***!# 
couent, & nojt princypally arn receyvid for charyte. J^e vj. inche * i»tPon; 
is in schewyng of goddys woord or in mynystryng of sacrament, 
for he \iai wyl nojt preche goddys woord, but he be payid for his payment of 

1 6 trauayle, or J?e preest )>at wyit nojt synge masse, or heryn con- ministering the 

fessiouTi, or jyuen J?e housytt or oj^ere sacromentys, wytA-oute 

mede ; att f)is is symonye, )>at is to sayn, jif ]>ou bygge or selle 

Jjise gostly thingea forsayde, in couenaunt made befom, and )?e 

2o preest wyll no;t don it, but he haue his couenaunt. but sif bou The acceptation 
\ .. 1 , i. ofdevoutgifts 

3yue, or take, monye or jiftes, nou3t in couenauTit made, but for no simony. 

devocyouw for helpe of \>i soule & of ]>i freendys in name of 

almes, in helpyng to ]3e ly vyng of f>e preest ; }>at is no symonye, 

24 but it is deuocyouw & mede to )?e Jxit doost it, & to hem )?at 
\i0VL dost it fore, ffor ]?ou j^erby steryst hem jjat \>ovl 3euyst it 
to, to pray for )je & for hem jmt \>ou jeuyst it fore, ]30W3 it be in 
schryfte, or housylt, or in weddyngge*, or in massy s, or in 'Placebo 

28 & dirige,' or in o]?ere prayery*. but jif )?e preest wyl nojt don 

it, but he knowe his couenauwt, & be syker what he schal haue, 

"]?anne is it symonye. Symon magt^ began Jjis symonye. Acta Origin of 

A simony, 

viij. c^} Summe come to )?e kyng Jeroboam, & jevyn ^yftes, }jat 

32 )?ei myjte ben his preestys. he took redyly \>o ^iftes, & )?at was 

cause of his vndoyng. iy B.egvm xiij.* Gyezi, )?e seruauwt of 

helyse )?e prophete, was a meseit, for he took swiche ^iftes. 

iij "Regum v.^ 

* Acts viii. 18. 'I Reg. xiii. 33. ' II Reg. v. 20 sqq. 
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ILTheftand }>e secunde fote brede of wose in }jis coueytise is thefte & ^ 

Five kinds of raveyn. half l^is fote is thefte, & ]?is is .v. inche thycke. J^e 

X. open theft ; ^™* inche is opyn thefte ; }>at is, whanii) J>ou opynly, thnigfi 

wyll, canst stele, and often hanntyst it, to susteyne ]7e & J^ine, & 4 

wew worthy, be londys lawe, to be hangyd. Jje s«cunde inche 

3. secret theft ; of }7is half fote ^ brede of wose is pryve thefte ; ]7at is, whann) \>o\x 

takyst ony thyng priuely }pai is noujt )?in, & pnuely heldyst it 

as ]?in owyDj and ^it \fo\k art holdyn a trewe man, but }>ou art 8 

3. insidious a prevy theef. J^e thridde inche thycke in ]?is half fote wose 

mitted by of coueytise is couert thefte ; J>at is, whan J?ou hast kepyng of 

]?i lordys godys as baly, sergeannt, or reve, ]?at reknyst lesse \i 

receytys )?an }?in eipensys so slyly, J>at Jje lord is in \>i dette la 

]>erc fxm schuldyst ben in reragys. }>us slyly }>ou stelyst }>i 

wives, lordys rent in couert thefte. Also a wyif \>ai stelyth here hus- 

bondys godys ajens his wytt, J?at is couert thefte. or he ^pai is 

or *ralic^ot(s relygyous, \>at takyth J>e godys of his hows, wytA-oute leue of his 16 

souerayn, he is a couert theef. for neythir wyif ne relygiow* 

A wife's rearing haue pf opirte of be comoun godys. Also, )if a wyif haue a chyld 
heriltogitimate . ^ , ^ , , , ^ ...;. ^ ,..,.. , , • 

child as legiti- m avowtrye, & pe husbond wene it is his, & letyth it ben his 



eyre, & his owne chyld is dysherytyd thru^ here foly ; a couert 20 
[Fol. 43 a.] theef | sche is. ]?e iiij. inche thikke in this half fote brede 

4. Theft within of wose is vnkyndely thefte ; \>at is, whan J?ou seruaurit stelyst 

in house mete & drynke, he/ine or chekyn, or o}>er stoor, & 

committed by a thynkest neuere to paye J>erfore, or of)ere thyngea of )?i maystrys, 24 

& jit ]30u takyst f>in bool hyre, & deseruyst it nojt. alt )?at }jou 

takyst more Jwin Jwu deseruyst, it is thefte. Also a chyld 

by a foundling; fouwdyn be his freendys, jif he take awjt of here«, wytA-oute 

leue, ajens here wyll, he stelyth it. or jif his freendys fynden 28 

him to seole, & he mysspende his tyme in ryott, & his freendys 

godys, & wytt nojt lere, he is a theef, jif he knowe resouw. 

concealment of Also, jif bou fynde a thyng ]?at is lost in ony place, & \>ou wylt 
a thing found. 

nojt ben aknowe it, but holdyst it as ^pm owne, Jwu stelyst it. 32 

)je fyfte inche thycke of )?is half fote brede of wose in coueytise 

5. (>)ncealment is thefte of theuys felawe; }>at [is], whan Jjou knowyst a theef, 
things stolen. & ^ylt takyn of him thyng f)at is stolyn, be hying or jyfte, or 

* MS. inche crossed. 
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wyttyngly wylt reseymyn a thef, )?ou art felawe wytA ))e theef. 

Also a balye }pai may areste a theef, & letyth hym scape for 

mede ; or iustyse, or quest, or he J^at procuryth to saue a theef ; 

4 or he f)at is besy to sauyn a theef be bying, ^if }jei do it for 

avauntage, ]?ei arn assentyng to ]>e thefte, & mayntene hem, & 

makyn hem bolde. 

J?e sect^nde half-fote wose in coueytise is raueyne, & )?at is Sir kinds of 
... . .1 robbery: 

8 vj. inche thicke. be firste inche is comoun robrye ; bat is, whan i. common 

robborv 
)?ou, be waye & wode, robbyst whom )?ou may, & euere waytynge 

to robbe on se & londe, nojt sparyng pylgrym ne marchauTit. by sea and by 

be s^cimde inche is, whan bou art a fals excecutot^r, sworyn to a. dishonest ex- 
■" . ecution of testa- 

12 do )>e dedys wylT, & ]?ou takyst f>o godys to Jji-self in raueyn, ments; 

& nojt spendyst hem for J?e dede ; ]3oa robbyst )?e dede. ]?e 

thridde inche is, whan bou art a fals dettoure, bou borowyst 3. contracting of 
' » r ./ dishonest debts, 

myche, & nojt qwytest. & bou bat wytA-holdyst )pi seruauntya refusing to pay 

servants' wages, 
, 16 hyre, f)ou art a raueynot^r be goddys^lawe, \>at wyth-holdyst f>ise 

dettys. Also lordys J^at pelyn )?e pore peple for coueytise, & 

takyn awev her« godys, & pelyn here bondemen & here tenauwtya, exacting money 
,,,,. Axa.-. Ai fh)m tenants; 

be lordschin) & maystrye. An bis is raueyne. Also prclatys of 4. prelates over- 

taxing their 
30 holy chercn pat puttyn here sugettys to outrageous cost, pat is, diocesans; 

in vysityng, & in raysinge of procuracyes vnleffully, & so what 

]?ei aske J^ei muste paye. Offycyallys & denys )>at oftyn settyn j.offlcialsinflict- 

chapetlys, to gaderyn ]?at ]?ei may getyn, Jjowj J?ei do wrong, on t^e public; 

34 f>ei recche neuere, for f)ei haue more afifeccyoun to gadere syluer 
)?an to don correccyouw. and yi ]3ei do no3t so scharpely reddour 
to ryche men as to pore, for ryche J?ey forbere for mede, & pore 
men J>ei greue wrongfully, vryih cursynge* & puttyng out of 

28 cherct to penaunce, to paye vnry3tfiilly. J?is may be clepyd 

raueyn & extorcyouw ^. Also somnours & bedels, \>at dwellyn in 

offyce vnder hem, spare no conscyens to take what ))ei may 

getyn. Scherrevys & bayles puttyn offcen trewe men in gret 6. sheriffs and 

./ i ./ o ^ bailiflfs practis- 

33 dystres, & feteryn hem, tyl J?ei haue made a fyne, & payin ing extortions. 

a rau/isouw ; but pore men, }pai may nojt jeue, schal be holdyn 

as harde as a theef for malyce, thrugh colour of here offyce. 

and alt f)at )>ei takyn ]>us is raueyn. 

^ MS. in margin : * Rapina k extorctoiies.* 
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III. Sacrilege, )'e thredde fote brede of wose in coueytise is sacrilege \ bis ^ 

which is of many , • i ^ 

kinds; vis. IB manye mcne depe. ]7e ferste inche is to breke, or brenne, 

[Pol. 43 b.] I holy cherch, or to beryn awey book or vestement, chalyce or 

X. destroying or ony thyng \>at longyth to holy cherch ; or doth vylannye to ony 4 

2^J^'g'*"y place )>at is propryd to holy cherche ; or entryth in, wytA^ute 

worship; igyg^ fQj. swyche dyspyte ; j^ise ben in )>e gret curs. Alle swyche 

doerys am acorsyd }>at in vyolens beryn awey swyche tliynges 

out of place halwyd, wytA-outyn leve, or out of vnhalwyd place 8 

a. withholding thyng ^pai is halwyd. be secunde inche is to wyUi-holdyn ony- 

or onuFch 

property; thyng, wytA maystry or be wyti, f>at longyth to holy cherch, 

ou)>flr lande or rente, or tythe or offryng, wrongfully ; )>ei ben 

J. noUnting of acursyd. )>e thridde inche of sacrilege is, whawne )>ou dost la 

violens in halwyd place, as in schedyng of blood, or in doing 

leccherye ; ]7anne Jwu diffoulyst )>e place, J)at it nedyth to be 

4-. layinf^ hands reconsykd a^en. ]>e ferthe inche is, whan ]>ou smytest a preest 

dragging any or a clerk bat hath corowne, or man or womman of relycyouw : r6 

one out of * jg,/ j 

^OTch who has or drawyst hem wytA force oute of here house, a^ens here wylt ; 
or drawyst ony man out of seyntuarye, J)at is fied thyder for 
socour & for dowte of deth, or wytA-drawyst his sustenaunce, 
or dost to hym ony dyssese, to makyn hym to forsakyn )je gr3rth 20 
of holy cherc^ ; or puttyst a man ' owt of )>e weye, ]>at hath 
forsakyn ]>e kyngys land ; or ^if ]>ou. breke ]>e fraunchyse of holy 

5. jgOTdmgof cherche in ony wyse, or ^if Jjou assente ]>erto. )>e fyfte inche is, 

whan prelate, parsouw, or vykery, spendyn f>e godys of holy 24 

6. adultery; cherche in euyll: manere, f)ei don sacrilege. J?e sexte inche is 
spowsebreche, for matrimonie is a sacrament of holy cherche ; 

7. breach of a who-so dyflFoule Jjat in avowtry e, he doth sacrilege. f)e vij. inche 

is^ who-so breke a vowe of chastite pat is solempne or pryve, a 8 

8.prof5Miingthe relygyow* or seculerc, he doth sacrilege. f>e viij. inche, who-so 

kepyth nojt ]>e haly-day \>at holy cherche comauwdyth; for 

holy tyme hath his tyme as holy place hath. 

IV. False be ferthe fote brede of wose in coueytise is fals chalange» IB 

litigation ^ . i 1 _i. 

effiMted by a pat is manye inche thycke. On inche is a fals pleyntyf Jmt 33 

'*^» sekyth a cause to moote ajens resouw, & feynyth a fals accyoun, 

and so, thrug^ fals colours, he puttyth ]>e trewe to trauaylt & to 

* MS. in margin : * Sacrtlegium.' ^ MS. aman. 
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gret exspensyf, tyl he is fayn to make his pes. ]>e s^cimde inche by a dishonest 
is a fals defendaunt }pai sekyth false delaye, whan men mootyn 
hym to defendyn his wrong, thru^ false cautelys; & but {>e 

4 pleyutyif be wel ware, he wylt for-barre hym of )pai he askyth, 
for he wyit nojt ben aknowe ]3e truthe. |?e thiidde inche is 
a fals wytnes \>ai forsweryth hym vp-on )?e book, or beryth byiWsewit- 
fals wytnesse in cause of matrimonye. J^e ferthe inche is, whan 

8 fals^ cysourys gon vp-on qwestys, & puttyn a man firo his ry^t byaftOsejury; 
thrugh a fals verdyjte, & wytnessen a3ens trewthe. f>e fyfte 
inche is aduocatys ]?at mayntenyn a fals cause, &, ]x)f he alegge by lawyers 
lawe, jit he wytt turne }?e ryjt to \>e wrong, thruj sotylte. )>e just c 



13 sexte inche is a fals pletere ]?at vndertakyth a fals plee. for he byftdsepleaders; 
kan schewe a fals euydence, & make a queste to say wrong, he 
colouryth it so in ]?e lawe, ]?at ))e falshed may nbjt be knowyn. 
]3e vij. inche is a | fals^ procuratowr J?at procuryth a fals nede, [Pol. 44 a.] 

i6 ne he lettyth nojt, tyl he may spede }>at nede, for be wyles he byftdseprooum- 

begyieth men. ]7e viij. inche is a fals atoume ]?at, wytA ait his by dishonest 

attorneys* 
wytt, susteynytl^ wrong als weel as ryght, and jit he wyl be of 

assent to letyn his maystery^ cause falle, & so he is a tretour to 

30 his clyent. ]>e ix. inche is a llals notarye }jat makyth false solicitors. 

letterya, libellys, or false actys, instrument^*, or ony oj^er thyng 

to hym. ]3e x. inche is, wha^me clerk of f)e kyngys crowne, of secretaries, 

\>Q kynges court, or of barouTte, \>at makyth fals recorde, 

34 schewyth his lordys counseyl, or falsyth his soel, or stelyth his 

lordys avauntage. be xj. inche is, wha»ne a fals iuge doth more corruptible 

. . judges, 

wrong ]3an evynhed in iugement, for auauntage fauouryng a 

wrong, or jif he take mede on boj^e sydes, & fauouryth him }?at 

38 jeuyth him most, & jeuyth doom wytA hym ]>ai hath no ryjt, 

or taryith a ryjt be his assent. 

(^ be fyfte fote brede wose in bis coueytise is wyckydnesse, & bat V. Wicked- 
..,,, ^.,. . 1 I nessofmany 

IS many mche thycke. On mche is renaying; whan a man for- kinds, viz. 

33 sakyth god, & becomyth a iewe or a sarazene, to be ryche ; f>is 

is wyckydnesse. An-o)3er inche is wyche-craft, charmys, experi- witchcraft, 

^ The repetition of the word/ai« has induced the scribe to write the pre- 
ceding paragraph over again, with slight alterations only in the spelling of 
' &bhede ' and * qweste.* Then he begins agam : he vij. inche is a fals etc. 

K 2 
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mtn\,y8, coniuracyoanB, & to rayse J>e feend. alt \nB is wykkyd- 
manslaughter, neBBC of mawmetrie. Jje thridde inche is procuryng of mannys 
deitruction. deth. )?e iiij. inche is dystroying of towne or of place, or procure 
•owing of dia- bflrto wrongfully. )>e v. inche is makyng dyscord betweene 4 
denounoement. folke. ]7e yj. inche is to bewryin a pore man to his lord or to 
his mayster, to makyn hym to lesyn his good, {to vij. inche is, 
to endyjte an vngylty man of trespas or felonye. 
\ Sf^^^^ ***** ^*®^ ^^^ ®^ 1^ Py^ ^^ 50ur« herte )?ise fyve fote brede of wose 8 
eo^tousness! of coueytise: Symonye, Raueyne, sacrilege, ffals chalange, & 
wyckydnes, wytA alle here inches in thycknes, as I haue tolde 
30W ]?is day. And thre laste fote brede wose in \>ia coueytise I 
schal telle 30W an-o)7«r day. 1 3 

[The Steward of King Philip of FraneeJ] 

King Philip's A styward of ]>e kyng of ffraunce, Philippe in Paryse, as Jf 

o^tedthevine- Cesarii£8 tellyth, coueytyd \>e vyne^erd of his neyjbourc, & mjr^t 
w^n the ^^5* S^J^ ^^ ^^ ^JSy^S ^® ^ 5yfte. but whanne his neyjhbowre 16 
wont^tohis^ afterward was deed, f>e styward, wgth two false wytnessis, on a 
witnessS and** ^J^^ wente to ]>e grave, Sc doluyn out f>e erthe to )>e body, & 
?he himdof the* puttyn a bagge of monye in ]>e hand of ]>e dede body, and kest 
toofposseMion* doun ajen )je erthe. IpSLnne f>e styward took to him ]>e vyne^erd. 30 

The widow * \>e wyif of ]>e dede playned here to ]>e kyng bat pe styward dyde 

S leaded before 
le king. here wrong. ]>e styward & }>e false wytnessys dede recordyn Jmt 

Ipe styward bowjt it of hym, & putt a bagge of monye in his 

hand, wyth att f>e hool payment pai he proferyd hym before. 24 

)?erfore, f>e kyng dede his audytours examyn) ]>e wytnessis, and 

The ^J^ ex- pel ^euyn doom a^ens pe wydewe. J?e wydewe wepte. pe kyng 

?*"^tiSm ^^^ rewthe on here, & examyned pe wytnessis himself, he seyde 

to pe tone, departyd fro pe toJ?er, * Say to me }ji Pater noster I ' 28 
And he dede so. he putt hym awey o syde, & clepyd to hym 
pe oper wytnesse, & sayde, 'pi felawe hath seyde to me J>e 

[Pol. 44 b.] verray truthe as his Pater noster^ say ]?i truthe | also I for 3if 

pou dyscorde fro hym, pou schalt be deed.' J>at wytnesse wende, 32 
be pe kynge* woordys, pat pe toper wytnesse had told pe kyng 
al-to-gedyr as it was don, & was aferde to dyscordyn, & he fell 

avw?if^*° doun, and tolde pe kyng as it was done, & cryid, * mercy lord ! 
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for f>i sty ward dyd vs do so, f>at for dreed of hym, & for lucre, 

we wentyn vn-to J?e graue for to se how he putte f>e bagge of 

monye in be dede bodyes hand/ be kyng was wroth, & restoryd The king re- 
stored the vine- 
4 aaen be vyne^erd to be wydewe, & dyde be sty ward & bo two yard to the 

^"^ ' *' ' ^ I ^ V widow, and the 

wytnessys be brent qwyk. steward and his 

*' '' ^ •^ witnesses were 

burnt. 

Kyjt so, }?e kyng of heuen), in his examynacyoun at be doom, So the King of 

Heaven 
fyndyng J?at be fals coueytise, & be fals wytnessys, & fals 

8 colours, trewe folk haue be put from her« ry^t & fro here good ; 

banne schal he demyn suche coueytouse folk to be brent all will condemn 
' ^ ^ ^ the covetous, 

qwyk in body & in soule in fyre of helle. ]3<?rfore, restoryth 

y^ure wrongys, & caste out J?e wose of false coueytise I 



13 QdJpituluvcL xx»*. 

De cupiditate. 

^ npHE o]?er day, I tolde 50U of v. fote brede wose in coueytise, The three last 

-L An o}?er day a-forn also of o]>er v. fote of wose, And now Covetousness. 

16 I schal telle 50W of )?e thre laste fote brede wose \n coueytise. 

On fote brede wose is fals marchaundyse, & bat is v. inche i. Dishonest 
., . , « . *i . T 1 1 . , trade, which 

thicke. pe nrste mche is lyther bergaynyng; ];at is, whan ]30u is of five kinds. 

seest a man ^ muste sellyn his thyng for nede & for myscheef, ,. profiting by 

30 & ]3e sellere is nojt wyse, & so \o\k hast it half for noujt, and J?e 

same Jwu wylt feellyn it hym )?at hath nede J^erto to byin it for or thepur- 

double more J^an it is worth, & J?us ]?ou pylest ]?i neyjbours of I'arrassment ; 

here good lytherly. )?e secwwde inche is leesyng & forsweryng 2. ftdsestat^^ 

34 in )>i sellyng, sparyng none othys, saying \a\, J?i thyng is myche gainJMK; 

bettere J^an it is, & ]?at it coste f>e myche more ]>an it dyde ; & * 

in \\ bygyng onythyng ]3ou lackyst it, in sweryng grete othys 

J?at it is fawty, be it neuere so good, to haue it for lytel price. 

38 be thridde inche is, wharine bou hauwtyst false mesurys & 3. using ftdse 
' ' J V •/ ^ measures; 

weyjtys, in bying be )>e more, & sellyng be }>e lesse, &, J^owj ))i 

mesure or weyjte be trewe, jit Jjou takyst it large inward, & 

jeuyst it scarse owtward ajens trewthe. )>e iiij. inche is fals 

^ MS. aman. 
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4. showittff the Bchewyng of chaffare. whanne boa dy^tyst it so, & makyst it 
mercbandUe in . . . i 1 , -% j - 
aftivoarabto to seme betters ]>an it is, in a therk place, as drapers don & 

5. conoealin* oJ)ere. jje V. inche is hydyng of )>e tmthe; Jmt is, whan ]>i 
mSSw^Je.'** thyng is fawty, }jou hydest )>e defawte fro hym )xit byeth it, & 4 

makyst it to seme good. & corsonres ))at haue false hors, ]>ei 
wylt, wytA false othys, swere )>at it hath no defawte, and ]?us is 
falshed vsyd on yche syde, & trewe men dysseyvid. 

II. D isreput- Jje Eccttnde fote brede of wose in coueytise is crafte of foly, )?at ^ 
vl'- is ix. inche thycke. On is comoun wommen, for f>ei sellyn here 9 

body to whom \ai wytt liaue it, & sellyn here soule to Jje deuyl, 

2. jugglers, to haue here lyvyng in lust & synne. Jje sect^nde inche is 

jugoulours, for )?ei getyn here good wytA false iapys & lesynge*, i a 

3. sham cripples, & getyn here lyvyng wytA wrong. f)e thridde inche is faytours 

)?at getyn mete & monye of pyteous folk, wytA wyles, as to makyn 
hem seme crokyd, blynde, syke, or mysellys, & are nojt so. )>e 

4. begging in- iiy. inche is lacchedrawerys bat vndon mennys dorys. jif J?ei 16 
truders, 

fynde ]?e good-man at hom, )>ei say here good is brent, or takyn 

[Fol. 46 •.] awey | wytA theuys. J)ei seyn }jei were ryche men, & now ]3ei 
haue ryjt nou^t. summe seyn )jei haue lost hors & hameys be- 
^onde )?e se. summe seyn )>ei are gentylt-men, & here londys 20 
are sett to wedde, & so )>ei wyll nojt go, tyl ]?ei haue suwwhat. 
And jif ]?e wyif be alone, )jei folwyn here in-to )>e spense, ]?at 

& Sim ^^ ^^^ dreed sche is fayn to jyuen hem what sche may. )>e v. inche 

is harlotrie, makyng iapys a-forn folk, in ploying at J?e spore, at 34 
Jje bene, at \% cat, in ledyng berys & apys, or in swic^ o}?er vn- 

6. heralds-at* thryft. )?e TJ. inche is herowdys of arrays fwt in iustyng or in 

tumement^s wayten who doth best, & his name f>ei crye, & ]?er- 

7. professional fore bei haue jyftes, to mayntene pompe & pryde. be vij. inche 28 
champions* 

is champyouns dwellynge wytA lordys, feyjtynge in here querels, 

& getynge here lordys )>e maystrye in wrong i^ens ))e ryjt. f)e 

8. dishonest yiij. inche is tollerys \ai dystressyn men to payin i^en resou7», 

9. executioners. & takyn more toll ]7an trewth wolde. ]7e ix. inche is hangemen, 32 

hauynge no pyte to hange men, ne to smyten of here hevedys, 
for ioye of here wynnyng. 

III. Gam- jje thredde fote brede wose in coueytise is foly pley; \at is, ^ 
WndscSsin^vla. ** ^ tabelys & at )?e dyse. ))is fote wose wexith ix. inche thycke. 36 
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be firste inche is coueytise, for he bat pleyith coueytyth to i. playing for 

gain's sake; 
Wynne. )?e sccwnde inche is raveyne, for he )?at kepyth stylle a. keeping the 

fro his felawe \ai he wynneth of hym, it is but raveyn. \% 3. swearing; 

4 thridde inche is manye othyp. )3e ferthe inche is getyng of veyn 4. sinftil profit ; 

godys [wyth ]] lesynges, & gret synne, & ydel speche. ];e v. inche s. blasphemy; 

is slauwdre of god & of his seyntys, or jif ]3e dese com) nojt at pay, 

he seyth god ne his sayntys helpyn hym no^t, but deryn hym. 

8 J?e vj. inche is euyl exaumple bat bei ^eue to obew, to don as 6. giving a bad 
. - example ; 

f)ei do. f>e vij. inche is spendyng here tyme in wast & in foly, 7. wasting time; 

& apeyrin here soulys, whil ]?ei myjt do werkys of profyjt. ]?e 8. seducing the 
...... , -iiiT 1 lookers on ; 

vuj. mche is corrupcyouw to hem J>at vsyn to beholdeTi myche 

1 2 here pley, for bei myspendyn here tyme also in veyn. be ix. 9. disobedience 

''^ •'J towards the 

inche is vnbuxumnes to holy cherct. It forbyddeth suche Holy Church. 

pleyis, & namely to preestys. he bat wynneth ony mony at Gambling profit 

to be restored. 
)>e tablys or at ]3e dyse, he muste restore it ajen, or dele it for 

16 here soule. 

Now, in thre dyuerse dayes, I haue told 30U of coueytise & of 

xiij. fote brede wose in him, & of here thycknes of inches in 

euery fote of hem. J^erfore, caste Jjis wose of coueytise out of 

20 jowre herte ! lat seed lyn) longe to-gydere on hepe, & it wytt Heaped up seed 

111. 1 /. 1 ^*^ '***» ^^* 

rote : sowe it a-brode m good lond, & it encresyth & frutyth. sown abroad, it 
° •' "^ will bear fruit. 

Ryjt so, kepe )5i rychesse, \\ muk, to-gyder on hepe, & it wylt 

rote & stynke in \\ soule werse }?an ony stynkyng wose ; but 

34 sowe it out a-brode- in good pore peple, & it schal encrese in 

mede to \\ soule ! 

13 jif \o\x. coueyte an-o]>ery« good, wytA full wyft for to haue it, Coveting 

• o <* 11 • . 1 11 It another 8 good, 

5if pou myjt, vnry^tfully, it is dedly synne , pouj pou neuere 

38 haue it, for ))in euyl wytl. ^if f)ou coueyte vnleffutt thynges, inordmate as- 

W3/tA delyberacyouw & w^tA full wylt, as 3if f>ou doost ]?i besynes 

to haue a benefyse, or an-o]3er estate, or degre, vnryjtfuUy, it is 

dedly syrine, Jx)w5 \o\k haue it nojt. jif \o\x. coueyte of>ere are deadly sins. 

33 thyngea, leeffully or vnleeffully, in wylt condycyonalt ; as )>us, if no offence be 

done, aspiration 
^if f>ou niy^tist haue it, & no^t offendyn god, ne harmyng J^i is venial sin. 

neyjboure, whethir Jwt wylt condycional be schewyd owte or 

nou^t, it is venyatl synne or no synne. ^if J?ou coueyte super- 

^ MS. in margin : < Cupiditas, quum e^f pecca#iim mor/ale.' 
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[Pol. 45 b.] fluyte or excess^ to haue hem, & ]>at wytA a futt | appetyte, 
exo^of wMdth wytA futt delyberacyouw, havyng no reward to )>in owyn pcryle, 
« y sm. jjg takyng non hede of goddys vnworschippe, it is dedly synne. 

jif IpoxjL haue a coueytous loue to supcrfluyte of temperalt ryches, 4 
unless it be sur- but ^it pi loue of god is aboue, it is venyal synne. ^if ]>ou 
lo^^God. gete ]>i good vnryjtfully, in ony onryjtfutt maneri;, it is dedly 
^"»»nK money, synne. jif Ipon gete pi good be ony craft, be ony ofiyse, be ony 

W^XwIl Bill tin 

CTifts, is deadly werk, pat of hym-self is dedly synne, Jjow^ no wynnyn come 8 
Jjereof, it is dedly synne J)at getyng, as comoun strumpettys, 
hasardourys, & such o))er«, & halyday-werkerya. 3if pou gete 
good be vnleffutt werkys which am venyall synne, )?anne f>at 
Minstrelsy^nd getyngcs am venyatt synne; as )?us, 3if pon be a menstratt, a 12 
venial sins. bourdour, & schewyst bourdefutt woordys & many iapys for 
wynnyng, so^oneste be sauyd, it is venyatt synne. but jif pou. 
do it for dely^t of dyssolucyouw, panne it is dedly synne, & J?i 
getyng }?er-by also, but jif pon do it for nede, to haue f>i 16 
Bustenaunce perhy, be-cause pon canst do non o)?er crafb to 
lyvyn by, & perfore pon vsyst suche bourdys & iapys, sauyng 
alwey honeste, pon art no^t in dedly synne. ^if pon wyth- 
holdyst o))ere[«] godys whiche pon owyst to restore, in purpos & 20 
r Withhrfdi^of in wytt nojt to ^eldyn it, it is dedly synne. ^if pon wyth-holde 
I un^es^iflwdono ^V^^^^ godys in tyme of )5i gret nede wyttyngly, to helpyn pe & 
* cScSm^oes. Ip^^^ ^° '^oure nede, & to sauyn pin estate & pe astate of )?ine, 

as it semyth be resoun to J>e worthynes of }?i persone, in purpos 34 
to jeldyn it als sone ^ as pon myjt it is venyatt synne, or ellys 
no Bjnne. but jif pon knowe pe ' owner* of Jx) godys whiche 
pon hast wyth-holdyn hath gret nede )?erto to hauyn it, Jmlu it 
is dedly synne. Beeth ware ]7anne, je pore & ryche, f>at are 28 
boundyn be wrongys or be dette to pe qwyke pat haue nede, 
or to pe dede pat haue more nede in peyne, ^oure nede panne 
excusyth 50U noujt fro dedly synne, but ^e jerne 3elde to hem 
joitre dette & ^oure wrong ! Also, jif pon wythholde o)>ers good, 33 
f>ow5 pe oper haue no gret nede perto, & pe nedyth no3t to 
wythholdyn it, it is dedly synne. And jif pon haue & kepe 

^ MS. BOBone. 

^ MS. fo godys, the latter crossed, the article left unaltered. 
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myche ryches, wi^A an vnordynat loue, bat sumdel lettyth be fro Keeping wealth 

largenes of expunsys, so vertu be sauyd & almes-dede, it is 

venyal sy?ine. ^if bou do for coueytise ony wrong* or ony Wronging any 

neighbour for 
4 harme to )>i neyhbour^ be \\ wyl, it is dedly sy/^ne. jif it be covetousness 

but a lytel harm, as an appyl or swict an-oJ>er smal thyng J?at uniew the harm 

f)ou wost wel it schal nojt dysplese )?i ney^bour^, Jjowj he wyst 

it, ]?an it is venyal synne. Also ^if ]30u besye ))e to do gostly Performing 

8 werkys; to preche, to praye, or swiche o)>ere holy dedys, prin- for lucre is 

cepally for non oj^er ende & for non of>er entent but for wordly 

lucre, it is dedly synne. Also, jif \o\x jyve )?i stodye to Omitting 

ouyrdonly to temperatt occupacyouw for lucre, wherfore )?ou tion for the sake 

13 omyttest gostly occupacyouw J^at ]30U art bounde to for J^esin. 
tyme, it is dedly synne. Also, jif ]?ou drede )?e \ai god schulde 
fayle f>e, but ]?ou occupyed )?e in vntyme werdly, & liftyst gostly 
werkys, all J^is is dedly synne. )?6rfore, J?e coueytouse louyth 

1 6 bettyr a d/ & oB. )?an god ; for he wyl no^t, for goddys loue, 
jyue fro him to a pore man j. d/ ne o15., ]>ow5 }?e pore aske it for 
goddys loue in gret nede, & he my3t jeue it wel, wytAoute 
hyndryng of his good, for loue of j. d/ or Ob., \o\x. wylt wretthe 

30 god in brekyng ]3e halyday be chaffaryng, in brekyng J?e byddyng 

of god in lying & forsweryng. J>erfbre, swiche coueytouse men The covetous 
stynkyn foulere )?an wose in ))e syjt of god, | & god hatyth & ™"«- 
dyspyseth hem, for ]?ey hatyn & dyspysen hym. Osee ix.* 

34 ' ffacti sunt abhominabiles sici^t ea, que dilexerurit.' Seynt 
Austyn seyth, ' sythe jjou schalt be punysched in peyne & in 
fyir of helle, }jat ^yuest nojt to )>e poore of f>i good, how schalt 
J?ou ]?anne be punyssched in f>at fyir, Jjat getyst o]?erc mewnys 

38 godys falsely?' 

\Ahah arid Nahothi] 

(5 Kyng Achab ', iij. ^iegym xxj., coucytyd a vyne^erd of a pore Example of 

Ahab and 
man clepyd Naboth. ))e pore man wolde no^t grantyn him J?at Naboth. 

33 vyne^erd, wherfore )>e kyng was wroth wytA him, & be ]3e 

couwseyl of }?e kyng & of Jezabel his wyif, )?e qween, was 

* MS. ony wrong ony wrong. ^ Hosea ix. 10. 

' MS. in margin : * Narracto, Achab, Naboth, & Jesabel.' i Kings xxi. 
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enfoarmyd a fals pleynt on ))at pore man a-fom a iuge in doom, 
be fals wytnes, in a qweste ]>e pore man was dampnyd to }>e 
deth, gyltles, Sc bo ]>e kyng gette }>at vyne^erd. for \>is fals 
coueytise, after-ward, J?e kyng & ]?c qween bothe, be f>e wreche 4 
of god, haddyn a schamefut) ende. 

A shameful & so comouTily haue alle )x) J^at falsly comyn to here good, 

mcnto all the as verryly it is often wyth ey^en seen, wherfore, caste out J^is 

Therafore, re- wose of coueytise, restore f>i wrongys & Ipi dettys to holy cherch, 8 

wrongs, and to dede & qwike, & dyspose ]>e residue of \A godys in almes to 

preestys, frerys, to pore men, & to dpere gode werkys ! J?us ^euyth 

almes, & alle ^oiure synes schal be clene forjeuyn ! ' Date 

elemosinam, & ecce omnia mnnda sunt vobis ^.' 1 2 

[^Angels and Fiends contending for the Rich Man*8 Soul.^ 

feMMdu^M^^' Exaumple ' for \>e conclusioun & \>e ende of J?is proces. Jf 

his death-bed, Cesarii^s seyth \>at a ryche man of fals getyn good schrofe hym 

on his dede-bedde, wyth futt sorwe of herte, to an holy Abbott, 16 

Sc sayde, ' Abbot, alt my good I 3eue ]:e & to )>in hows, ]:at ]>o\i 

& Ipi bretheryn pray for me, & answere for my soule.* ]>e abbot 

seyde : * To robbe Petyr, & ^eue it Poulc, it were non almesse 

but gret synne. \>e good J>at pon hast falsly gett of dpere men, ao 

to wythholde it fro hem, & to 3eue it to vs, it were dampnacyoun 

to f)e, & gret synne to vs. fifbr alle ourc prayerya, masses, & 

suffragys, & prayerys of preestys, & of alle cristene folk, ]>e 

schulde nojt saue, jif ]>o\i dyed in )?is ply5t, but pon be of full: 34 

wyH: pat restitucyoun be made to ]>e ownerys vp-on ]>i powere.' 

and gave all his t'e man seyde, ' Abbot, take all my good, & restore for me to ]>e 

ill-got fortune /.-r aii-l, t.i- «i 

to an abbot, that ownerys, for I may non abyde perto, my deth is ny^. & whan 

he might make 

restitution, and bou hast ful restoiyd, all be residewe take to be & to bin hows.' 38 

keep the rest to *^ . . r r 

his convent. j>e abbot full restoryd his dettys & his wrongys, & dyd for him 

oper almes. pe residew of a gret summe, pe abbot took it to 

hym as pe dedys wyl was. pe deed body was brou^t to pe abbey, 

When he was & his bretheryn seydin be seruyse for his soule. ffoure feendys 33 
'''»»'% four fiends ^ *f i */ 



stjod on the left comyn in, & stodyn on pe lefte syde of pe cors. pe Abbot, wyth 
^ Luke xi. 41. ' MS. in margin : * Narrocio.* 
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his mu/ikys, for dreed fleddyn awey, saaf on munke abode. & iiij. *"*jf^^ ^^\ 
fayrc auwgelys comyn in, & stodyn on \>e ryjt syde of )?e cors. fOTLs'wmf**^ 
& on of ]?e iiij. feendys seyde: *Oure freend here is deed. 
4 ]?«rfore, we iiij. feendys, saye we ourc sawtere for his soule, & I 
begynne ^ 

" Dixit iniustus vt deliuqteat in semetip^o ; non est timor dei 
ante oculos eiwa." 

]?is synnere in him-self he sayde^ 
8 J>at he schulde synne, no^t euytt apayde. 

Goddys dreed, a-forn his eyje sy5t, 
had he neuere, day ne ny3t.' 

^2 Jje secwnde feend ' sayde : . r ,. 

* " QifcOTw'am dolose egit in conspectu ems, vt inueniatur 
iniquitas ems ad odium." 

He ]3is hath don treccherously 
1 6 In ];e syjt of god on hy^, | [Pol. 46 b.] 

fjat his wyckydnes is foundyn hate 
to his god, erly & late.' 
]?e thridde fende seyde : 
2o * " verba oris eius iniquitas & dolus, noluit intellig€re, vt 
bene ag«ret." 

woordys of his mowth wer« wykydnesse; 
He dyde neu^e weel, to more ne lesse.* 

24 ]>e ferthe feend seyde : 

* '' Iniquitatem meditatus est in cubili suo ; astitit omni vie 
non bone, maliciam autem non odintt." 

Eu«re wyckydnesse he thou3t, 
38 In his bed whan he was brou^t. 

Wyckyd waye hatyd he nou3t, 
Malyce & sywne eucre he soujt.' 
^ \>e firste aurigyl seyde to ]?e feendys : * je feendys haue sayde 

* The following dialogue is taken from Ps. xxxv. a-8, and occurs already 
in Caesarius' original story. In line 20 the MS. has inteWgeret. 
^ All the verses are written like prose. 
' MS. in margin : ' 2. deuidn, 3, 4.* 
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^oar« sawtere & yywrt seruyse for Jns synfuD soole. & now schul 

we seyn oure sawtew for )?is synfult man, & I begynnc : 

"Domtne in celo mwencorrfia tua, & Veritas tua vsqu« ad 

nubes." 4 

God lord, }ji mercy 

is in heuen) in hy3 ! 

\\ truthe on erthe goth to )>e skye, 

to saue synnerys \a\, wepe hertly.' g 

]>e secunde aungyl sayde : 
* '* lusticia tua sicut montes dei ; indicia tua abyssus multa/' 

)>i ryjtfulnes 

as goddys hylles [it is] ', 

13 

]3e domys of f>i goodnes 
ben wel depe, wyt^oute les ! ' 
)>e thridde aungyl seyde : 

''' homines & iumenta saluabis, d(mime, quemadmodum 
multiplicasti mt^encorcfiam tuam, deus." ^^ 

]?ou lord, bot^ man & beste 
sauyst, and bryngyst to reste. 
Euyr J>i mercy meste 
to man is multiplyed!' so 

)>e ferthe aungyl seyde : 

' " ffilij autem homint^m in tegmine alarum tuarum sperabunt." 

J?e ehylderyn of mannys gettyng 

vnder J^i weengys, god, wrying, j^ 

In hope schul be gyed ! 

of mannys getyng J^is deed man is; 

)?ow3 he dede in erthe amys^ 

vnder wengys of mercy wryed he is, jg 

&, curyd wytA goddys grace! 

In ))is synfutt wyjt 

haue 3e no ry^t, 

}>erfore hens slyjt 3 a 

ffeendys 30 pace ! ' 

And the soul be fifeendys wentyn awey ; be aungelys boryn be soule to blys. 
w»8 saved. 

* Probably the scribe's addition. 
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)?crfore, takyth contricyou/^ & confessiouw, and makyth 
satisfaccyouw, ]?at je mowe haue suche an ende, to be 
delyueryd fro feendys wytA auwgelys to }>e blysse of heuen)! 
Ad quod &c. 



4 Coipitulum xxj°^. 

De gula. 

^ npHE o)?er day, I told 30U of )?e wose of coueytise in yywre pyt The 'ooze of ^ 
-'- of 50ure herte: & now I wytt telle aou of be wose of destroys men, 

"^ ./ :? r body and soul, 

8 glotonye. Glotonye is ]>ai }>e bely louytb, & it wastyth bothe 

body & soule, & a mawnys good, it plesyth myche )?e feend, & 

gretly greuyth god. & we fynden in )pe gospel )?at oure lord Miracle of the 

Jbe^u 5af feendys leve to entryn in-to hoggys. & ]>ei wexin 28). 

13 wode, & jedyn & dreyntyn hem-self in se ; In signe \>ai of hem 
J?at are lyche hoggys in glotonye, )?e feendys haue powere to 
dwellyn in hem, & to dreuchyn hem in )?e se of belle, ffor whan 
a stronge man hath doun an-of>er, & holdyth hym be ]?e throte, 

16 it is hard for hym to rekeuere a^en. Ry^t so it is of a man ]?at 

J?e feend holdyth in )>e synne of glotonye in his throte ; for ]>e 

feend sekyth J?e throte of man be glotonye, as ))e wolf sekyth )?e 

throte of be scheep. for so he toke Adam & Eue, when bei etyn Adam and Eve 
. 1 1 1 /» 1 1 were seduced 

30 of )?e appyl. )?is sywne mysplesyth god ; for god byddeth )?e ^i*^ gluttony. 

fastyn, & J^i bely sey th ' nay ' ; god byddeth )?e rysen, & go to 

}?e cherc^, )5i bely seyth he is full, & muste take a reste, for J?e 

cherche is non hare, )?ere men leve it ]?ey may fynde it. And 

34 whan )?ou rysest, god byddyth )?e prayen ; J?i bely seyth, * what 
Bchal we etyn J>is day 1 wher« schul we haue ony good mete or 
good drynke ? * god byddeth )>e wepyn for J>i synnes ; \>i bely 
seyth, * I am heuy as leed. I haue ben seke to nyjt for excesse 

38 of mete & drynke ^ystcr euyn. myn heuyd akyd. I schal no^t 

ben wel at ese, tyl I haue drunkyn a^'en.' bus makyst boa bi The glutton 

makes his 
bely )?i god. J^is synne drawyth J>e | to taueme, to dyse pleying, stomach his god. 

to leccherie, to rybawdie, to slaundre, to reste & ese, and to ^ ® ' J 
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o}ptre synneB. Glotonye is, whan }poxi hast a talent, w^t^outyn 

temparure & mesure, to mete or drynke. Seynt gregorie, iij. 

moraliwm, seyth pat we mowe etyn & drynken delycacyes, & no^t 

There is no wn synnen ; for be synne is noat in be mete, ne in be drynke, but 4 
in the meat or -^ ' i^ •' ^ i j^ ^ 

^nk. *>»y» in )>e apetyte & in ]>e talent J>erof, whan )?i dely3t is out of 

of them. mesure bew-in. be fflotouTi is lycR a here, in two condyciouns. 

Simile of the . f . 

be*'. On is )?is ; ]>e bere hath swiche a talent to summe metys, }?at 

euer-more he lycketh )?er-aft«r, wytA his tunge. so }?e glotouw 8 

lovyth delycacyes, }?at alwey his tunge delyteth to spekyn ])«r-of. 

An-o)>«r cause is, J>e here delyteth myche in hony, and J?«r-fore 

he goth to an heye, to a swarm) of been, & lycketh awey here 

hony )>at Jjei trauayled fore, ^tcundum barthoZom^t^m de pro- 12 

prieta^'^«, li6ro zviij.; so ]>e glotoun delyteth in delycacyes, 

pat he is nojt aschamyd to devowre & waste ]7at manye o]>er6 

haue sore trauayled fore, ^^wnduta g^regorium. 

The live parts J>is wose of glotonye is v. fote brede, pat is, ouyrtymely, outer- 3B 

of Qluttony* ^^ 

agely, ouyrhastely, ouyrdeyntuously, & ouerbesyly. 17 

z. Eating and be ferst fote brede of wose in irlotonye is to ete or drynke 
drinking out of ^ ^ J J 

time, or ouyrtymely, ouyrsone or ouyrlate. It is a foul wose to a man of 

age & of wytt pat wyl nojt abyde J>e tyme of etyng ; for )>at is ao 

of lust, of whic^ may come manye synnes. Swyche vse makyth 

a man to seye, ' I may no^t faste, ne do penauT^, ne go to chercli, 

ne bydde my bedys, for I haue a badde heved.' he seyth sooth, for 

his evyll vse hath made hym so. to fastyn tyl evin to getyn 24 

werdly goodys, it greuyth pe nojt ; to fastyn to noon for pe blysse 

of heuen) & for goddys loue, )jat mayst poM nojt do. Ouyrlate 

pou etyst & drynkyst tyl mydny^t, in rer« soperys, in ryott & 

vanyte, & lyist longe in bedde on morwe. povL mystumyst pe a8 

tyme pat god ordeynyd, for po\x makyst day of nyjt, & nyjt of 

day, & so poxi lesyst pe tyme of boJ>e in vanyte, at pQ chessa, at 

J>e tablys, at pe dyse, in swyche wakynges, in dysplesyng p\ god, 

in hynderjrng )?i body & )?i soule. ^it p\a glotony is n(^t wycke 3a 

ynow, but to piB glotonye & ryott poxx. di'awyst o}?erc fro here 

goodnesse. 

3. out of be s«cimde fote brede of wose in bis glotonye is, whan poM 

measure ; 

etyst or drynkest outragously, wytA-outyn mesure, & so paw 36 
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hynderyst )?i-self of ])i bodyly hele, & hastyst )?i-self to \i deth, 

er \>i tyme come. \>o\jl )?at ly vest Jjus after )?i flescB, }?ou sleest }?i 

soule, for )?ou makyst )?i bely \>i god. ^if )?ou lyve after )?i iolyte, 

4 & loue vanyte, & ryott, & foly cumpany, ]?ou kanst kepe no 

mesure. ^if )?ou lyve as an ypocrite^ outhyr J?ou etyst faste, Theflwtingofa 

whann men se \>q no^t, to be fayr & fatt ; or J?au fastyst mycH, in 

mennys sy^t, to be lene & pale, to seme gostely; ]?ou art an 

' 8 ypocrite. ^if \>o\x faste as an averous man \ ]?i purs byddeth be the fasting of a 

liigsard, 
faste, )?i bely byddeth )?e etyn ; )?us \>\ two goddys am contrarie, 

)?i bely is large in o]?ere me^inys costy«, but )>i purs is euere-more 

scarse ; bou fastyst as a nygard. aif bou faste after fysyk ', ftwting accord- 
ing to a strict 
12 vsyng \>Q mesure of ypocrace & galyen), )?at is lytel & strey^t, for diet, 

\>at is lechys fysyk ; and ^et scbalt )?ou dye for all )?at phisyk. 

but faste ^po^l after honeste I abyde tyl )?e tyme of )>e day, & take honest fasting. 

f)awne mekely & reuerently what god sende, & thanke him 

1 6 J?erof ! ^if ^poM faste for )?i synne, kepe mesure after )?ou art 

chargyd in penaur^ce ! ^if )?ou | faste after \i spiryte, J^a^ine, [Pol. 47 b.] 

in gret dely^t etyst \>om in loue of ^p\ god ; & ])e holy gost, )7anne, 

techyth ]?e to holde mesure & resoun. but })e feend, wyth his JSf "JSj*^}**™ °' 

2o wyles, holdyth )?e be )?e throte, in begylyng )?e wytA gode wynes, 
drynkes, & delycyouse metys, & byddyth ]?e etyn & drynken as 
othere don, & seyth to ]>e, ' kepe )?ou felaweschip) I wytt ]>ou 
))at men holdyn ]?e a nygard, & seyn ]?ou darst no^t etyn ne 

24 drynken ynow/ or ellys ]?e fend sayth to )?e, * }?ou muste kepyn 
])in hele ; for )?ou my3t so spare \>\ purse, )?at }?ou my^t forfare 
])i-self.' )?e fend seyth to )?e, * take, kepe, what good Jwu hast 
do, & mayst do, & }?at is better )?an to spare mete & drynk.' or 

28 )?e feend seyth to ))e, * )?ou etyst nojt only for lust of }?i body, 
but to laste in goddys seruyse, & to kepe thy strengthe to 

* MS. in margin ; ' ypocn'ta qi/od (?) no<a.' 

^ The preceding passage is corrupted in MS., it runs thus : ^if ]>ou lyve 
as an ypocrite outhyr ]>ou etyst faste to be fayr & fatt or ]>ou fostyst 
mych to be lene & pale to seme gostly ]>ou art an ypocrite ^if ]}ou faste as an 
auerous ])ou etyst faste, whanii) men se ]>e no^t to seme fayr & fatt ]m)u 
etyst lytel in mennys sy^t to seme gostly ]>ou art an ypocrite ^if )>ou faste 
as an averous man, etc. 

^ MS. in margin : ' de ieianio no^a & abstinencia.' 
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goddjB worschepe/ }?us, J?e feend holdyth men be J>e throte, in 
steryng hem to glotonye be swiche colourys & wyles. 

3. Eating be thridde fote brede of wose in glotonye is, whan bou etyst (2D 
greedily. 

ouer-hastely, as it were an hownd. It is no synne to haue 4 

myche good, but it is gret synne to louyn it ouer-myche. so it 
is no synne to etyn good mete, but it is synne to etyn it ouer- 
gredyly ; for mete is good to man, be it neucre so delycate, so 
mesure be kepte, & ]>e sause }>erto be dreed of god, ]>at gredynes 8 
be left ; & in fyllyng of }?e mete, )?at J?e mynde be in ])e swetnes 
of god, )?at fedyth J)e soule, & fylleth J>e herte. ]>erfore, men of 
relygioun haue a lessouTi red at mete to fede ])e soule wytA 
gostly fode. la 

4. Eating dainty be iiij. fote brede of wose in bis glotony is for to ete ouyr- 
and costly 

things. deynte metys, for ]7ei schal do more cost at a mele J^an xl. men 

myjte lyve by. swiche synnen in manye manerys, ^pai is, in 
gret outrage of expensys, in vsyng of mete in oujr-gret lust, in 16 
Ycyn-glorye, no^t only in lyberoushede but for pompe, to make 
manye messys. 

5. Duntiness in be V. fote brede wose is * coryouste : to seke what mete lyketh 
the choice of ^ , ^ ^ 

dishes. hem most. J)ei delyjte in ]?e lust of )?e flesch. )>ei synnen in 20 

besynes of getyng )?e mete, & after in delyjte of vsyng )?at mete, 
& after in veynglorye in rehersyng how }?ei are fed, how manye 
dyuerse metys }?ei etyn, how coryously it were dy^t, & how iche 
com) after oj^er. And ^it muste ]?ei tellyn tryfellys, & talys, & 24 
iapys, to letyn here mete synkyn. Jeanne, at }?e laste, }?e stomak 
seyth to ])e throte, ']?ou hast fylled me so fult, J^at I am in 
poynt to breste.' Jeanne seyth J?e lykerous throte to }?e stomak, 
*]>ow5 )?ou breste, I schal asayen of an-ojjer mess.' )?anne 28 
comyth veynglorye after, to reporte how ]?ei were seruyd in 
Theconse- mete & drynke. bis veynglorye, wytA- his v. fote brede wose, 

anenctwof i . -i . i 

daintiness. makyth )?e to synken in so depe in glotonye, tyl J?ou brakyst out, 

or tyl )?in herte is al sett in delycacyes, )?at }?ou hast no ioye 32 
but when ^po\^, art delycatly seruyd, & whan })ou mayst spekyn 
of swich welfare, and stodying at o meel how ]>ou mayst fare 
wele at ]?e next meel ; & in brekyng })i fastyng dayes bodyn of 
* MS. in coueytise crossed. 
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holy cherche. or enioyned in penauTis, or avowyd ; or in etyng & 
drynkyng oiiere on )?e day & more at })e meel )?an })e nedyth ; 
or etyst wyttyngly mete ]?at is stolyn ; or a-fore mete & after, 

4 no^t thankyng ^p\ god ; or for glotonye }?ou art dystemperyd in 
)?i I stomak, in ])i sy^t, in \>\ tunge, in }?i spec^, in J?i wyttes, in [Pol. 48 a.] 
\>\ lymes, in iangelyng, in bostyng, in proferyng to werkyn 
maystryes, in spekyng a^ens resouw, in drunkeschip), in vsyng 

8 tauernys, in stiryng o)?erc J?erto, in wastyng vitayles \>ai manye 

poore my^te lyve by. for glotony J?ou sweryst, lyest, cryest, 

chydest, dyspisest, cursyst. Crisostomtw seyth, & recitatwr in 

canone de consecracione distinccio v. * Nichil enim V t>at surfet of Surfeit of meat 

and drink de- 
1 2 mete & of drynk wastyth & corruptyth pe body, & ponyschith stroys the body, 

wyth long sykenes, & aftyr bryngeth )?i body to a foul deth. 

Poule, Ad roTwaw. 12^, seyth. As in ]>e day go we honestly, no^t 

Sp in glotony & in drunkeschip) '. Innocencii^s, in libello de miseria 

16 condicionis humane, he seyth, mesure & tempe?'ur« is so dyspysed, 
& excesse & superfluite is so desyred in dyuerse metys & drynkes, 
& in dyuerse causes, )?at dely^te kan no manere, & gredynes 
excedyth mesure ; wherthrug^ ]?e stomak is troublyd, syke, & 

20 agreuyd, J?e wytt is duUyd & apeyred, )?e vnderstondyng is and impairs the, 
oppressed, here-of comyth non helthe, but sykenes & deth. 
)?erfore, he seyth, J?e sentens of IpQ wyse man, be Ipou nojt to 
lusty & to gredy in J?in etyng, ne falle )?ou no3t on iche delycasye 

24 out of mesure, for in manye metys & dyuerse drynkes is gret 
syknes, & manye for glotonye haue peryssched & deyid. hinc 
ille Ecc. xxiij.*, be glotonye deth entryd in-to att mankynde. It Gluttony the 
IS gate ^ of synnes, be ]>e whiche alle opere synnes entryn m-to 

28 man. )?is gate of glotonye speryd Adam out of paradys, & olpere 

also p&i vsyn \>at synne. Glotonye is figured Prouer. xxx.* 

here it is wretyn bat a waterleche or a tyke, bat is soukyng Simile of the 
' ' horseleech or 

blood, it hath ij. dowterys \>at sayn * bryng, bryng ! J?e sowkere tick. 

32 is )?i bely. his two dowtery* glotonye & drunkeschippe. glo- 
tonye crieth euere after exces of mete, drunkeschipp) euere cryeth 

* c. 28. Dist. 5 de consecratione [C. J. C. 1. 141 9]. ' Rom. xiii. 13. 

* MS. in margin : * no^a bene de gula.' * Ecclesiasticus xxiii. 6. 

* MS. in margin : 'gula quasi janua pecca/orwTW.' • Prov. xxx. 15. 
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after exces of drink, and a waterleche or a tyke hath neuere 

ynow, tyl it brestyth ; so )?i bely hath neaere ynow but euere 

cryeth, * jeve me more,' tyl it endyth wytA deth. 

Four manners glotonye sleyth glotouns in iiij. manere of detb : In deth of (^ 

glutton. kynde, in deth of synne, in deth of euyli name, & in deth of 5 

belle. Vroxxer, xxiij.^ * Propter crapnlam multi perierunt & 

obierunt.' J>erfore, castyth out |?is wose fro f>e pytt of ^oure 

Apnetite caused body I ^if ])in appetyte be in mesure as nede of hungyr com- 8 

««• pellyth ]7e & no more, ]>anne is \>m apety^t no synne, ne }?i 

delyjt folwyng in \>m etyng, ^if it be moderate, yi )?in appetyte, 

Taking ^'^^^ nedefull to mete, haue an appetyjt of dely^t & of lust in )>e mete, 

venial sin. ]>anne it is venyal synne. jif ^po^x breke a bodyn fast of holy 12 

bidden £st, cherch, but ^if it be in nede, or but J>e la we ^euyth leue, it is 

dedly synne. whan seculere or relygyous etyth flesch in tyme 

forbedyn be holy cherch, wyt^outyn leefuH cause, it is dedly 

and habitual synne. aif bin appetyte of etyng be wytA lykyng & lust, & wytA 16 

delight in deli- 

okjiesare deadly oiiyrdone effect to )>at ende for to cleue to dely^t of mete, )>ane 

is it dedly synne. ^if )70u haue suche a consuetude }7at makyth 

all \!i lyif be put in swiche delyces, it is dedly synne. jif Jwu 

th™^^°**SfS ^^y^^® more or oftere )>an J?e nedyth, it is venyal synne*. 20 

but^dSktai whanne fwu drynkest out of mesure, vnordynatly, more f)an 

doSly sin!^ ^ ^* ^y^^^^^y^^** ^^ resoun wylt, so Jxit \>i mynde is efifreynyd in 

lykyng, \>ai \>i lykyng is more to })e drynk for J?e tyme )?an to 

god, )?anne is it dedly synne. And also, whanne }?ou hast longe 24 

Intoxicating in vse to be drunken, or whanne bou byddest, or styrrest, or 
one's self or r J y J i 

^ers is deadly doost an-oJ>er to drynkyn for entent to makyn hym drunkyn, 

[Pol. 48 b.] l>at J?ou my^t dulle his | wytt, his mynde, his resoun, for to 

dysceyvin him, it is dedly synne. * quia peius est auferre proximo 28 

vsum ractonis quam bonum temporale,' seet^nc^t^m doctorem. 

It is more synne to take fro \>\ neyhbowre his resoun )?an his 

temperal good. 

* The quotation is from Ecclesiasticus xii. 2. 

^ MS. in margin : ' Gula que est mortole pccca^am & que veniale.' The 
gloss has been injured by the binder, and restored by a later hand. 
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[The Peasant asked to the King's Bridal.^ 

J[ \ihro de dono timoris *. A plowman was bedyn to a kynges A peasant was 

brydale, v^yih o)>ere. be J>e weye thedyrward, he hadde thrust, king's wedding. 

4 he fonde stynkynge & trubly watyr, & be-gan to drynke ]?er-of. But he drank 

his felawys prayed hym to abyde awhyle, and at })e brydale he w»y» 

schulde diynke good wyn ynow. he wolde no^t abyde but 

fylled his bely of ^pai stynkyng watyr, in so myche ^pai euere- 

8 more he brast out horryble stynch. wha9»ne he com) to be and when he 

, \ , arnved, hewas 

brydale his felawys were letin in, & he, for his stynche, was u^^t^v^*®^"^ 

schett out. 

Ky^t so, alle men are bedyn in }?e gcwpelt to come to ^pe kynges 

1 2 brydale of heuen), }?at is, to his blysse. but glotouns & drunke- Gluttons and 

lewe thrusten in J?e weye of here levyng here, & drynke so 

myche stynkyng watyr of delyces, in exces of glotonye & drunk e- 

schipjD; f>anne, whane o^pere schal entre j?e blysse of heuen) for 

1 6 swetnes of here abstynens, J?awne schal })o glotouws for here 

stench of drunkeschipp) be speryd out for euere. Jjerfore, castyth shailbeexcluded 
out of y)ure pytt of ymre body }?is wose of glotonye, \>ai be 
swetnesse of abstynens 36 mowe entre })e kyngdam of heuene I 
20 Ad quod &d. 



Ca>pituluwL xxij"^. 
De Gula. 

^ nnHE dper day, I told ^ou of J?e wose of glotony in fyve fote Growth of . 

3^ X. of brede, now schal I telle ^ou where ]?is wose of glotonye 

begywneth & waxit. At Jje taueme often J?e glotonye be- The tavern 

gynneth. for J?e taueme is welle of glotonye, for it may be 

clepyd be develys scolehous & be deuelys chapel, for bere his is the Devil's 

' * " *■ J school and 

28 dyscyples stodyen^ & syngyn, bothe day & ny^t, & })ere )?e deuyl chapel, 
doth meraclys to his seruauntys. God, in his chapel of holy 
cherche, makyth blynde men to se, crokyd to go, dombe to 

^ MS. in margin : * Narrocto.' 
* MS. in margin : * Gula ^iscipnli scola est diaboli.* 
L 2 



148 The Ten Sins of the Tongue. Idle Talk. [ch. xxn. 

Bpeke, deefe to here, & to haue alle here ryjte wyttes; but 

where he ihowB ])e feend, in his chapel of }>e taueme, schewyth his myraclys. 

he takyth awey maTinys feet, Ipat he may no^t go, & his tusge, 

Jxit he may nojt speke, alle his wyttes & his bodyly strengthe. 4 

]>i8e myracles doth ]?e feend in )>e taueme. 

4nd his lewons. Now here ^e what lessoun he techyth his clerkys in ]>e scole 

of }5e taueme. he techyth hem glotonye, leccherye, for-sweryng, 

slaundryng, bakbyting, to scome, to chyde, to dyspyse, to 8 

reneye god, to stele, to robbe, to fyjte, to sle, & manye o)?ere 

swiche synues. And ))us he heldyth hem be )>e throte of glotonye 

in ]?e scolehous of his taueme. he techyth his dyscyples to 

mysgouerne here tungys. la 

Bv the fl^ tree be ))e tre ))at crist waryed, wbanne he fonde )>erc-on but 

undentood an levys, is vndyrstonde euytt tunge. for be levis is vnderstonde 

euyll woordys, and as it is euyll to telle J>e levys on a tre, so 

it is euytt to telle J?e synnes of an euylJt tunge. out of J>is i6 

Its ten branches tre, J?at is, euyll tunge, springen braunches, bat is, x. synnes*, 

are the sins of 

the tongue. as ydett speche, veyn avauntyng, losengerye, bakbytyng, lying, 

sweryng, stryvyng, gmcchyng, frowardnes, slauridre. 

X. Idle talk, ]7e firste braunches ' y. I schal tellyn now. ]>e first braur^he 20 

is ydel speche ', as iangeler^^. for f)is synne J?ei lesyn ]?e godys 

]>ai }5ei my^te, or schulde, do. also ])ei lese J?e tresour of J>e 

[Pol. 49 a.] herte, & fyllen it wytA vanytes. | in )?is speche men may synnen 

its manners. in v. maners. }?e first is outrage in here woordys, as a clapp of 24 

a melle, }?at neuere wyti be stylle. ]?e secwnde is veyn woordys, 

male-apert, in iangeling, in tellyng of thynges, & often J?ei are 

false & lyerys. )>e iij. manere, summe vsyn veyn woordys in 

sotylt speche to plesyn ]?e hererys, to makyn hem lawgh. J)e 28 

mj. manere, summe vsyn veyne woordys in lesynges & bourdys. 

J?e V. manere, summe vsen veyn speche in scornyng of gode 

men pat don wel, for ]?ei wolde drawyn hem fro ))at vse of 

goodnes. for he ]>at thruj his tunge sleyth a man, or drawyth 32 

hym fro good to euyll, hath no more thank of god )>an a kyng 

^ MS. in margin : ' no^a io.' 

* MS. goes on : * is ydel speche as iangelerys/ afterwards crossed. 

' MS. in margin : ' vaniloquencta.* 
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wold kun a man )?at had sleyn his sone, & born awey liis 
tresour. 
^ f>e secunde braunche of ))e euytt tunge is avau^ityng ^ for 2. Boasting 

4 he Jjat avauntyth him is a theef to god, for he takyth awey })e 
worschip) ]7at schnlde falle to god. & on J^is braunche hange 
V. levis, \ai is, v. manere avauwtyng. oon is of J)ing J?at hath 
ben, anoj?er is of thyng ]>at is now, )?e iij. of thyng \ai schal 

8 be, \^ ferthe is couert, }5e fyfte is sotylte. }5e ferst leaf is 
avauwtyng of thyng )?at hath be don; as })ei }?at reherse ]?at of actions, 
)?ei haue don, to be holdyn dowty, & \ai men schulde knowe 
it, to haue a gret name. Anoj^cr is avauTityng of godys f)at of wealth and 

nobility t 
13 })ei haue, as rycches, & nobylte of kyn, or of frendys, or of 

strengthe, & ])ei fare as J?e cuccuke, J?at syngyth but of him-self. 

J?e iij. is bostyng of thyng \ai may no^t be ^it ; as }?ei Jjat seyn of purposes. 

f>ei schal makyn }?is & J>at, as castellys or cherche, howse 
16 or suche an-o)?er werk. f)e iiij. is couert bostyng ; as j?ei )?at 

couertly doth, & dare nojt for schame preysin hem-self, but alt Contempt for 

)>at Q\er doth f>ei ^ dyspyse & lakke, as ]?ow5 j^ei cowthe do others. 

mych bettere }?an J?ei. })e v. is sotyl bostyng, J>at is, of hem })at False modesty. 
20 woldyn men preysed hem, & helde hem gode men, & dare no^t 

boste opynly, for men schulde holde hem gode & meke. Alas ! 

alas I seyth seynt bernard ; )?is is a dulefult bostyng, for ]>ei 

makyn hem-self deuelys }?at woldyn be holdyn aungelys. but 
34 ^if on seyde to hem ])ei my3t no werse be ]7an ]?ei are, ]^i 

wolde be rj^t angry. 
(^ f>e iij. brauTiche is losengerye, & j^ei J?at hauntyn it am J?e 3. Flattery, 

deuelys norsys, for f>ei norsche men to lyg longe in here synne, 

38 &, wytA- here flateryng, ]?ei make men to go boldely to helle 

ward, for as men bat wyll takyn a here anoynten his waye compared to 

. . trapping a bear. 

wytA hony, to makyn hym to fallyn in a pytt, so pise losengerye, 

wytA flateryng, ledyn a man be veyn-glorye in-to }?e pytt of 

33 helle. ]>is synne of J?e tunge is departyd in-to v. partys '. J)e 

ferst part is be synne of flaterervs. ^if a man haue don wel, or Praising a man 

. for his good 
sayd wel, ]?ei telle it him, to don hym haue veyn-glorye, but )?ei actions. 

* MS. in margin : *3.jacta7tcia.' * MS. Jie. 

' MS. in margin : * peccattfm lingue diuiditter in ^mque partes.' 
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Flattery and Backbiting. 



[CH. ZZII. 



False praise. 



[Fol. 49 b.] 



Echoing 
•nothers words. 



Concealing 
another's sins. 



The flatterer 
compared to a 
mermaid. 



4. Backbiting. 
Simile of the 
adder. 



Divers kinds of 
backbiting. 



wyl no^t tellyn hym his foly. ]>e ij. part is of hem \>at glose 
wytA lesyngys. for jif a man do lytel good, J?ei wytt, wytA 
lesyngea, make it myche more, & }>ise, in holy wrytt, are clepyd 
false wytnessys. J?e iij. is thruj slye woordys & fayre to make 4 
a man wane ]7at he hath vertu & grace in hymself, whan he 
hath non. & ]>erfore, in holy writt, J)ei are clepyd charmers, 
for J?ei I charme a man so iryih slye woordys, \>dX he levyth 
betterc here talys ))an him-self, & trowyth bettere J?at he 8 
heryth ]?an }pai he seeth. ]7e iiij. part is of hem }pai seyn, 
* Syre, 50 seyn sooth,' or ellys, * je do wel,' be it neuere so euytt, 
& prayse & tume to gode afl )>at a man seyth, be it good or 
euyll, & seyn it is good, to folowyn his wyll. ]>erfore, in holy la 
wrytt )>ei are clepyd Eccho. Eccho is a voys )?at reboundyth 
a^en, whan a man spekyth a^en a wode, or a^en an hyll, & 
soundyth ))e same woord ]>at he seyth, be it good or euytt. 
J)e V. part is of hem )?at couere J>e synnes of hem )?at ]>ei 16 
wyl flatere, and }>effore J)ei are lykenyd to a foxis tayl, & are 
clepyd tayles in holy wrytt, for )>ei kouere J>e synnes of ryche 
men for loue or dreed, as a tayl koueryth ])e foul ende of 
a beeste. losengers, in J)e book of kynde, are lykenyd to ao 
a mermayden of )?e se. it hath a body as a womman, & 
a tayl as a fysc^, & clawys as an eryn. and sche syngeth so 
merye in )>e se, \>ai sche makyth f>e schipman to slepe, and 
]7anne sche drenchith hym. ryjt so, losengers makyn men to 24 
slepyn in here synne, tyl }?ei deye ^perm. 

J?e iiij. braunche is bacbytyng. A bacbytere, in )>e book of 1^ 
kynde, is }?e feendys scolere, & he is lykenyd to an eddere. ffor 
Salomon^ seyth, as J>e eddere )?ei byte & sle iij. at 00 strook, 28 
}?at is, f>e bacbytere, )?e herere, & him ]>ai he bacbyteth. On 
J)is brauwche hange v. levys^. ))e ferst leef is whan ]?e bac- 
bytere contryuyth ony wyckydnes or lesyng to brynge o)?ere 
men in-to blame. \>e secwnde leef is whan J?ei heryn euyl of 32 
o}?ere, )?ei telle it forth, & saye more j>erto of here owne hevyd. 
]>e iij. leef is whanne }7ei make a mannys goodnes to be sett 

^ Prov. xxiii. 32. -if- 

^ MS. in margin : * nota q«i»qiTc folia detractoris.* 
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at nou^t, & so Jjei etyn him hole. \>% iiij. leef is whan J?ei etyn 

a man no^t al hole but pece-mele, and, yi \nsi durste b3rte more, 

jjei wolde. for whan a man wyl preysin an-o})er, )?e bacbytere 

4 wylt afferme it. he makyth J?ere a bytt }pat menyth euytt, he 

sayth it is sooth, and jit, he sayth, }?ere is a fawte J?at me 

forthynkyth, and ])us, thrugh a pryve en vie, he takyth a bytt. 

)?is is ^pe scorpiouw, f)at fawnyth wytA be heved, & styngeth Simile of the 

, sooipion. 

8 wytA- )?e tayl. \>q v. leef is whan he turnyth it to euyl ^paX> may 

als weel be good as euyl, & ]7^-fore he is a fals domys-man. 
(g ])e V. braunche of euyl tunge is lying on a trewe man^ falsely. 5. Lying. 

& as men may fakyn ]7e popys bnlle & ]>e kyng«9 seel, as he 

12 schal be demyd to deth )?at falsyth )>e kynges monye or his 

seel, so schal a lyere at domys-day be demyd to deth endeles. The liar shall be 

condemned to 
A lyere faryth as a badde peny amonge gode, & as |7e chaffe endless death. 

among \>e com, and crist seyth in )?e gospel, )?e feend is fadyr 

16 of lyerys'*. A lyere is lykenyd to a bryd clepyd gamaltan. j^is Simile of the 

chameleon, 
bryd lyveth be \>q eyre, & hath no-thyng in hym but wynde. he 

wyl chauTigyn hym to alle colourys jmt he seeth. On j^is 

brauwche, lying, hange iij. levys. on manere lesyiig is brew- 
20 nand, an-o]?er pl^syng, )?e thridde noyand ; & iche of )?ise iij. is 

synne. ffor seynt Austyn seyth, Jjouj a man do good to an-of>er 

thinij lesynge*, he noyeth hym-self, wherfore it is brewnand. 

but lesynges | of })ise iaperys })at bourde wyih lesyngys to [Pol. 60 a.] 
24 make men solace, \>ei lye plesande* but ]7ei ^pai lye to noye 

o]>ere men, & wyllyng to hynderyn hem, synnen dedly. Out 

of jjis branche springen falshede, gyles, & dyBpy3t. 

[Julius and Julian buildifig a Church,^ 

IT Ex'' leirenda lumbardica*. Julius & iulianw* fra^res, edifi- Julius and 
V' ° ^ Julian, while 

20 cantes eccWiam, omwes transeuntes per locum ilium eos de building a 

^ ' *■ ... church, re- 

mandato imperatoris theodosij iuuare tenebaw-twr. Quidam illic qu«rted the help 

cum curru transituri vnum de socijs suis super currum iacere ^y* 

. . , , Some men pass- 

32 fecerunt, & eum openentes quasi mortuum, cum ad locum ing with a cart 

edificij peruenissent, inuitati a sarw^is, vt eos iuuarent, re«pon- he across, as if 

he were dead. 

* MS. in margin : * mendacium.' ^ John viii. 44. 

* MS. et. * MS. in margin : * Narracio de mendacio.' 
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So they pleaded derunt 86 moi'tunm ducere ad sepeliendi/m, & ut eos iuvare 

that the:r had to "^ 

bury their com- nequibant. QuibtM sancti : 'Quare mentiminif Ite, & sicut 

Bat their lie was dicitis, fiat vobifi ! ' Cum pertransissent excitantes sociam sunm 

turned into . __-.-.. 

truth. inuenerunt mortuum. Ecce mendacium, qualiter nocuit ! 4 

[The Lawyer who lost aU his Convenes Cases ^ 

▲ sucoessftii Jacobus de Yitriaco ^. Quidam magnu« adaocattM ordinem (9 

lawyer entered 

a convent. cistemencem intrauit, qui frequenter pro causis abbacie defen- 

But he lost all dendis mittebatur, & semper succumbebat. cui abbas et monachi 8 
its oases, 

indignati dixerunt : * quomodo tu semper in causis nostna suc- 

cumbis, qui in sect^lo existens semper in causis preualebas, in 

causis aliorum ? ' quibus ille re^pondit : ' cum essem secularis, 

semper mentiri mm timebam, sed per mendacia & fraudes ad- la 

because he now uersarios superabam ; nunc autem, Quia non audeo dicere nisi 

feltboundtotell r-* > ... 

the truth. verum, semper succumbo.' sic promittitur esse in claustro. sic 

promittittiT, <\uia adiiersa pacientes pro yeritate in hoc mundo 

eruTit in claustro celi in futuro; eciam per mendacia preua- 16 

lentes in hoc sectilo erunt in claustro infemi in futuro, nisi 

peniteant. 

Jjerfore, levyth joure lesynges, & spekyth trewthe ! for trewthe 
is ]7e way to heuen) blysse. Ad quod &d. ao 



Capitulum xxiij*^. 
De gula et vicijs lingue. 

THE oJ>er day, I told 50W of J?e wose of glotonye, where it ^ 
begynneth and encresyth, ]>at is, in ]>e taueme. I telde 34 
50W y&nne \>ai glotonye makyth J>e tunge to spekyn euyll *, & out 

More sins of the of euyH tunge springeth x. brauTichys. ]>e Y. I telde ^ou \>e oper 
tongue. ; 

day, ]>e o)?ere v. I schal telle 50W now. 

6. Forswearing, f>e vj. brauwche of euyll tunge, & J?e firste as for J^is day, is a 8 

forsweryng. euyl it is to lye, but werse it is to forswere. on 



X 



*■ MS. in margin : * iterum narracto de mendacio.* 
* MS. in margin: ' de muo lingue.' 
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bis brauwche of forsweryng hange vij. levys. be ferst is whan which is of seven 

kinds, namely 
on swerytt ry^t and gladly, god forbyddeth no^t to sweryn x. swearing 

trewthe in nede, but he forbyddeth to haue lykyng in sweryng. 

4 Jje ij. leef is to swere lyjtly for nou^t ; & }5at god forbyddeth a- swearing in 

in his comauTulmentys. \>e iij. leef is wha^ine men sweryn 3.habitofswear- 

customabely at iche woord, & recke neuere how. ^if J>ei louyd 

god, J)ei wolde be a-schamyd & a-dred to clepyn god to record 

8 at iche ydel woorde. for god byddeth )?e nojt swere but, 3a, 5a ; 

nay, nay ; saaf in gret nede. )?e iiij. leef is whanne men sweryn 4. frivolous 

folyly, & ]?at may be in manye maners, as whann) a man sweryth 

ouersone for wretthe, & whawne he hath don, he repentyth hym ; 

12 or whan a man sweryth to don a thyng \>dX may nojt be don, 
wytA-outyn synne ; or whan men sweryn in certeyn for a thyng 
]>at is in dowte ; or whan a man behotyth an-o]?er a thyng \>ai 
he may no^t perfourme ; or whan men swere, be it for ou^t or for 

16 nou^t, be goddys creaturys, as be suwne, or mone, or fyre, or 
fadery« soule, or modery« soule, or his hevyd, or his hood, or ony 
swich oj^ere oth. for it is ajens goddys lawe to drawe ony swic^ \ 
creature to wytnesse, but oure lord god only, for J^arine he doth; 

30 f)e honour to hem | J?at he schulde do to god. And whenn) men [PoL 60 b.] 

sweryn be }?e book in ))e which goddys woord is wretyn, }?ei 

swere be god. And jif })ei swere be seynty*, or be ony relykes 

of hem, bei sweryn be god & be hem also, be v. leef is when s- violent 
•^ "^ ° ' ^ swearmg, 

24 men sweryn vyolently, as be god, or be ony of his sayntes, or be 

his soule, his body, his herte, his flesch, his bonys, his peyne, his y j^^>u >H «/ a> a* 

deth, his feet, his nayles, or be ony of his o]?er lymes. Ja^me ^ ct~>^ I 

|?ei rende god iche lyme fro o)>er. and arn werse ] ?an iewys^ for 

a8 J^ei rentyn hym but onys, and swiche swererys rendyn him Jche 
day new e. A^^e. ifiwys.braken hojIl ilia . bonys, but. ^i brekyo 
his bonys, & ich e lyme fro o^pe r, & levyn no n hole. J?e yj. leef is 6. peijury, 
whanne men sweryn fals wytingly, & beryn fals wyttnesse, or 

32 sweryn be cautelys. but god takyth^ an othe after ]?e s ymple 
vnderstondyng, & no^t af ter wyl es & sley^es. whenn) a man 
sweryth, 'so god saue me or helpe me,' ^if he sweryth fals, he 
puttyth fro hym goddys helpe & his kepyng, & alt J?at he hath 

36 of god. )>e vij. leef is when a man, be his owyn wyl, brekyth his J^,^?**^ ^ 
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Quarrelsomeness and Murmuring, 



[cH. xzni. 



7. Qiuutelsome- 



ofieven degrees, 
▼is. oontndio- 
tion, 



ditpnte, 
(xmtempt. 



(The contemp- 
tuous man 
oomparedtoa 
porcupine 



or a wicked dog.) 
Bevilement. 



reproach. 



raising of dis- 
cord. 



8. Murmuring. 



[Pol. 61 a.] 



trewthe, for he )jat hotyth thnij truthe, & fulfylleth it nc^t, is 
for-swom, for truthe vnkept & othe brokyii is 9& on. 

]>e vij. brannche of euyl! tuDge, & ))e secunde as for J^is day, K 
is chyding and stryyyng ; for )>at plesyth ]>e feend myche, & no- 4 
thyng more, & it dysplesyth most god, as Seynt Austyne seyth, 
for god louyth most pes '. J>is brannche hath vij. levis : Oon is 
stryif, an-o]7er is chydyng, J>e iij. is dysdeyn, )>e iiij. is mysseying, 
]>e V. is repreef, )>e yj. is manas, ]?e vij. is reysing of dyscord ; 8 
when men lyven in pes, ]>e feend steryth hem to wretthe, & ]>enne 
comyth stryif & dyscord. & as after fyir comyth smoke, so after 
ire & stryif comyth contek & chydyng. f)is begynneth, whanne 
on wytt mayntene )jat he seyth, & )?at an-oJ)er sayth, *nay,' & la 
)>us J?ei come to chydyng. after chydyng cometh dysdeyne ; as 
whanne on pryketh an-o]7er wytA vyleyn woordys. for a vyleyn 
woord is scharpere ]7an a rasour ^, & more peryschande )7an an 
allys-poynt. suche men are lyche a beeste of Inde ]7at is clepyd 16 
a portepyn) '. J^is beeste, whanne he is wroth, he casteth out of 
his scharpe pynnes spytefully at hym })at he is wroth wyth. 
Also ]?ei are lyke a dogge ]>at berkyth and byteth whom he 
may. after dysdeyn comyth myssaying & werying. holy wrytt 20 
seyth, who-so weryeth his ney^boure, is weryed of god, and Poule 
seyth *, f)ei schal nojt haue }?e kyngdam of god. after myssay- 
ing comyth repreuyng, & ))at is wyckedere }?an werying; as 
whanne a man repreuyth an-oJ?er of synne \>ai he hath don, or 24 
of pouert, or of pore freendys. after J?is repreef comyth manas, 
)mt styreth men to ire, & )?anne f)ei gy»ne bate, & leue no^t, tytt 
on be avengyd. after )?is comyth raysing of dyscord, & f>at is 
werst of alle J>e o}?ere, for it fordoth J)e loue bi-twene freendys, 28 
& fordoth pes, & rayseth werre, & swiche folk god hateth. 

]?e viij. brannche of euytt tunge is )>e synne of grucchyng *. (^ 
& it are jjei ]?at, whanne f)ei are wrothe, dare nojt answere, but 
momyti ]?e deuelys bedys, whedyr J>ei be greuyd wytA god or 32 
man. for )?is synne god made Dathan & Abyron synkyn to | helle. 



^ MS. in margin : * pacem ^\u8 diligit deus, no^a 7.' ' Ps. Hi. 2. 

^ MS. in margin : * exemplum de maligno.' * 1 Cor. vi. 10. 

' MS. in margin : • de minacia.* 
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and for bis synne sod Bente fyir fro heuen), & brente chore Example of 
^ , , . Dathanand 

& C & 1 ^ of his cumpanye in wyldernes. and for J?ts synne )?e Abiram. 

iewys lostyn pe land of beheste ; whanne oure lord had fed 

4 hem xl. wynter in wyldernes, J>a7ine none entryd but calaphe 

& Josue, and J?ei were DC., & alle dyed for sorwe. }?is braunche 
hath ij. leuys ^ : on is grucchyng ajens god, an-o}?er is ajens 
man. fferst a^ens god, for dyuerse skylles : on, for a man \>ai Murmumig 

8 hath lost grace, wyl be aboue god, so }?at god falfylle no^t his 
wytt. he grucchyth, & seyth )pai god doth him wrong, as J>e 
holy gost makyth men to seyn in here hertys, * Deo gracias,' so ]?e 
feend makyth his men to synge \>Q song of helle, \>ai is, ' alias & 

12 welleaway.' pus )?ei grucche, ^if god sende hem angyr of herte, 
or sykenes, or pouerte, or outerage wedyr, or fayling of frute, or 
dere jerys, or ^if god sende a man werdly good, & take fro an- 
o)?er his good. J?awne J?ei seyn J?at god is no^t ryjtwyse, & 

1 6 blamyn hym for his dede. ^pv^ }?ei grucche a^ens god, for he 

doth a3ens here wyti & here lust. Also bei grucche aaens man ^, Murmuring 

against man. 
as seruaunty* a^ens here mayster or maystresse, or as chyldere 

ajens fadyr or modyr, or as pore men a^ens ryche, or as bonde- 

20 men a^ens here lordys, or as lay-men ajens preestys, or as frere, 

munke, or chanouT^, a^ens here abbot or priour. In alle ]?ise 

statys )?e synne of grucchyng is vsed, jif \>g\ be bodyn to do ]>at 

hem luste nojt. 

an Jje ix. brauwche of euyll tunge is frowardnesse. grucchyng is^^g. Frowardness 

35 euyli, frowardnesse is werse. frowardnes comyth fro }?e herte, 

but f>e tunge schewytA it out thrugh ouer-thwerte woordys. for 

he \>ai is froward folwyth ney}?er skyl ne resouTi, but he wolde 

28 ali thing were don at his wytt. he wolde men plesyd him, but 

he wylt plese no man. Salomon * seyth, suche a man may no;t 

fayle of euyll endyng. as grucchyng is a^ens god & man, ryjt 

so, suche harde hertys arn froward to god & man. J?is braunche 

32 hath iiii. levys. be firste is when be herte is sturdy, & froward, m despising 
^ *> I ■» •" God 8 counsel 

& euyti-wylly, & wyl no3t bowe to goddys counseyl. an-ojjer 

^ The number is two hundred and fifty in Num. xvi. 35. 

"* MS. in margin : * nota duo. i. Minac{o contra deuw.* 

^ MS. in margin : * Menacto contra homiTtes.' * Pro v. xvii. 20. 
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and hii com- leef is whan bei wante wytt to fulfylle ]>e comaundmenty« of 

nundiDoiitat in 

rribeii i ngag ain g t god. ]>e iij. leef is whan })ei wyl no^t mekely sufiPere chastysing, 

tSiMi****^^ as J)ei arc worthy. J?e iiij. is whan J>ei forsake resoun, and wyl 
no^t leryn mekely )>at here freendys techyn hem, or take it at 4 
dyspy^t, & wytt nojt do }?<re-after, but rathere J>e contrarie. 
also J>ei are rebett to goddys counseyl. jif men teche hem scale- 
hele, ]?ei scornyn hem. also }>ei are froward to kepe goddys 
comaundmentys, and ^if a man repreue hem of here foly, anon 8 
J)ei excusyn it, wyt A lewyd skylles, & mayntene here owyn foly ; 
& J>e more ))ey excusyn him J)e more J)ei encresyn here synne. 
And jif god * wyl chastyse hem anon, J)ei wytt seyn, * lord 
god, what haue I don, \>ai I am Jms greuyd for nou^t %' Sci2 
)>us, )>at schulde be medycyne, J)ei turne to venyme. Also, 
}pere am summe }>at wyln no^t leme for ' techyng, but fallyn 
in erroure, in heresye, in loUardrye, & mayntene here owne 
opynyouns. i6 

xa Bkq>he]n7. ^ x. braunche is slandryng of god & of his seyntye, or to ^ 
speke a^ens \>q sacramentye of holy cherch; as charmeris, or 
wytches, or swererys, ^pai vfyih othys dyspysen goddys body. 
\>ei faryn as a wood hound pat knowyth no^t his mayster, but ao 
byteth hym. god seyth in pe gospel ', he Ipai synneth a^ens pe 

[Pol. 61 b.] holy I god in slattndryng his god, it schal nojt be forjouyn him 

in ]7is world ne in ]>e o}7er ; pat is for to seyne, vnethe it schal 

be forjeuyn hym, for vnethe ony swiche slaunderere of god or of 24 

hys sayntes in cursed 'othys begywneth ony tyme to repentyn 

hym, ne to cese of his sweryng & of his blasphemye. but ^et 

J?ere is no synne but god wyl for^euyn it, ^if man repente him 

J)er-of, & amende him. a8 

The ooM of ffrendys I here-beforn I haue told 50U of glotonye & drunke- 

lifluttony is the , , _ . , 

foetering ground scbipp), pe whiche is pe synne of pe throte. & out of ]>is 

evU tongue; glotonye, pat is a wose moyst & wete, springeth out at pe 

mowth offce, in pe feendys scolehows of pe tauerne, a tre, pat 12 

is, euyl tunge. J)is wose, I tolde 5au here before, is v. fote brede, 

pat is for to sayne, it is in v. manerye. pe tre euytt tunge, pat 

springeth out of pe wose of glotony, hath x. braunchys, pat is, ^ 

^ Added in margin. ' To mean/ro. ' Matt. xii. 32. 
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X. spyces, & iche of J^o spyces hath manye levis, ]?at is, many 
circumstauncys. 

Medycyne here-of is, ferst to caste out ]?e wose of glotonye & castouttheooML 
4 of drunkeschypp), })at f)e tre of euyl tunge, wytA aUe his braUTi- wither l 
chys & wytA alle his levys, may drye & welke. 

[The Vision of the Pilgrim who spent his Cloak for Drink.] 

^ Cesarius tellyth ^ ]>ai a pylgrym jaf his slaveyn for to drynke A pilgrim sold 

8 myjty wyne ynow. he dranke so myche, Ipat he was drunke, & wine, a^be- 

hadde no mynde ne resoun, but ferde as a deed man. j^at same drunk. 

nyjt, his spyrite was rauyssched, & led to placys of horryble lnavi8ion,he 

saw the Prince 
peynys. ]>ere he sey^ pe prynce of helle sytten on a pyt-syde, of Heilcon- 

12 wryed wytA a lyde of tre*. Ipere was broujt forth a-fom hym ahbot to fearflil 
an Abbot of corbeye, whom f)at prince of deuelys wolcomyd 
derel}', & ^af hym drynken of a fyren cuppe brynnyng drynk 
wytA brymston, tyl it braste out of his eyen, nose, & erys. 

1 6 p&nne pat feend onkeueryd ]?at pytt, & kyst Ipat abbot in-to 

)?at pytt of helle for his glotonye, drunkeschiiD, & for exces 

of delycacyes. Ipe pylgrym, in syjt of all Jns, was sore aferd. 

banne cried bat feend lowde, & seyde, *brynge hedyr bat Thenthepilgrim 
.- 1 -. . 1 . 1 . * ^^*« called up, 

2o pilgrym pat spendyd jister evyn his slaueyn at J?e wyn ! and implored 

l^awne cryed J^e pilgryme to his good ^auwgyl to helpyn hym, »n«el» 

& sayde he « wolde neuere do so more, so his aungyll wolde 

delyueryn hym fro ]>e feend. J>at houre, J^e spyrite of ]>at When he awoke, 

24 pylgrym turnyd ajen to hym-self, & he awooke, & com) hom to 

his cuntre. & fonde & knewe bat be Abbot, his neysbour, dyed he was informed 
* r r -» J:) » J that the abbot 

suche an houre as J^e pilgrym seyj hym be put in-to pat pyt ^?*l^^ *^® 
of helle. 

28 [The Soul of a Glutton swallowed hy a Fiend,] 

^ Seynt gregorie tellyth : a man pat hyjt Theodort^^, in A gluttonous 

man 
glotonye, eueremore pamperyd his bely in exces of mete & of 

* MS. in margin : * narracio bona de gula.* 

^ The Latin original (Cssarii HeisterbacenBiB . . . Dialogus Miraculoram, 
ed. T. Strange, vol. ii. p. 349) has : puteum iffneo opercalo tectum ; the MS. 
from which our story was translated, probably had ligneo. 
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drynk. euyn & morwe, dayes & ny^tes, halydayes & sonedayes, 

a-fom hye masse & after, & in tyme of masse, he dely^ted gretly 

came to die. in delycacyes. At \>e laste, to hym com) sykenes of deth, & he 

The Devil put cryed, & seyde : * \>t feend in lyknes of a dyagouw byndyth me 4 

hii nioQth into 

the glutton's, hand & foot, lo ! now he puttyth his mowth in-to my mowth, 

and swallowed , mt ^ 

his soul. & swellowyth in my soule for my glotonye.' In pise woordys 

he dyed. 

wherfore beeth ware of ]7i8 wose of glotonye, & castyth 8 
it out ! 

Ceipitulum xxiiij™. 
De Luxuria. 



Theooaeof 
LECHERY; 



THE vij. part of wose in ^(mre pytt of lustys is leccherye, ^ 
which I wyl telle 50U J)is day. lecchery is an vnleeful 1 3 
lust pat comyth of freelte of pe flesch, & defoulyth bothe pe 
[Pol. 63 ft.] body & pe soule. }?is wose of | [lecchery] is iij. fadome brode. 
its parts are: pe firste fadom) is lecherous thow^tys in herte^ & dely3ting 16 

thoughtsr )>er-in, or in wyl & desyre to perfourme J)at leccherous thou3t, 

& duryng in )>at thowjt. sap. j.' Swiche wyckede thou^tes 
departyn )>i soule fro god. & Mat. v.' who-so se a womman 
to lye by here, ]?awne he doth leccherye in his herte. 20 

lecherous words be Becunde fadome of bis wose is leccherouse woordys, lec- 
andmannersy •" \ ^ 

chero«M manerys & condyciouns, as in sy^t of j^in eyje. * Im- 

pudici cordis impudicu^ oculus est nuwcius.* pe leccherous 

eyje is pe signe of an vnclene herte. Also leccherouse woordys, 24 

and in groping, felyng, in syngynge leccherous songys, in 

daunsyng, in wowyng, in dely3t of leccheroi^ songys, in 

feynyng pe seke for loue, in leccherous aray to styren opere 

to J>i lust. 28 

lecherous be iij. fadome is dede of leccherye, whanne bou perfourmyst 

actions. . . j * ./ 

it in dede, or art a bawde, & helpyst opere to pe dede of 

leccherye, or howsyst hem, or counfortyst hem in here synne, 

or mayntenyst or stirrest o)3er f>er-to by charmys, wicche-craft, 32 

* MS. in margin : * in corde.' ' Sap. i. 3. ' Matt. v. 28. 
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or sorcerye, 5 if ]30U be feble, and may no^t do it; in bostyng 
and auawntyng of J>i leccherye, in makyng f>e strong to leccherye 
vfyih metys, drynkes, & medycynes, in makyng J?e gay in aray, 
4 & fayr heer, & glew in face, more f>an kynde of f>i-self askyth, 
& all: for to be plesaunt to o)?ere more ]?an to f>i wyif & hus- 
bonde, to styrren hem to f>i lust, as a fysschere dysseyuyth f>e As the tsher 
fyssches, wytA bayte on ]?e hook, ry^t so, f>e feend dysseyueth with a bait, so 

too IJ6VII 

8 a man to leccherye, ferst in thoujt & wytt, & after in beholdyng, seduces men to 

sythen thnij speche, & after thru^ handelyng & cussyng, & after 

to leccherotw dede. *Auerte oculos tuos, ne videant vani- 

tatem ^.' Tume awey J^in eyne, ]?at f>ei beholde nojt vanyte, 

I a seyth )?e prophete, 

be ferste fadome brede of bis wose of leccherye, bat is, lee- Lechery in the 
' , . .... ^ 7 r ' heart.has fbur 

cherie in herte ^, & f>at is iiij. fote depe. On is thou^t, an-oj^er degrees, viz. 

is dely^t, \>q iij. is consentyng of wyll, f>e iiij. is brennyng desyre 

16 to a leccheroiA* dede. J^e ferst fote depthe of wose is foly thoujt, thought. 

& )?at is but venyatt synne. & of f>at thoujt comyth J^e seci^nde 

fote depthe, \>ai is, dely^te, & jif \>ai dely^te laste longe, it is delight, 

dedly synne. J^e iij. fote depthe is whan wytt consentyth to consent of will, 

30 leccherye, & f>at consentyng is dedly synne. J>e iiij. fote depthe 

is a brennyng desyre to leccherous dede ; but, )x)f J^at desyre be burning desire. 

no3t fulfylled in dede, it is dedly synne. Men may synnen ofte 

in syst of wommen : as nyce wowimen bat dyaten hem qweyntly A woman may 
''-' ' " I ^if ^./.^ sin by merely 

24 to make men to mys-vsyn here syjt on hem, and jit J^ei wenyn attracting the 
f>ei synnen noujt, for J?ei consentyn nojt to hem. but f>ei synne 
grevously, for )?ei are cause \a\ J>e soulys of manye men are 
lost, jif ]3e wowiman in here entent doth so in here aray, ]?at 

28 men \a\, beholdyn here hadde desyre to don foly wytA here, 
l^anne sche is cause of here synne. 

15 l^e leccherous man or woniman is lyche a swyn, bat louyth to The lecherous 

C? '^ ^ ./ J .^ man is like a 

be in foul wose ; so )?e leccherow* louyth to be in dyshonest swine, 

33 cumpanye, in wose of leccherye. It is rehersyd in j^e book of 

prouerbys of phylosopherv* bat a leccherous persone seyde according to a 

. saying of Pytha- 

a philysophre, Pyttagoras, J^at it was more solace to hym to RO"". 

* Ps. cxviii. 37 (Vulg. meo%). 

^ MS. in margin : • luxuria in corde.* 



160 Tke Decrees of Lecher]/ iw the Deed. Adultery. [ch. xxit. 

be connersannt wytA foly wommen )>an wytA clerkys & wytA 

phylo8ophery«. }>e philisophr^ sayde to him a^en, ' ))er-of haue 

[Vol. 62 b.] I no mervayle. for an hog or a sowe hath | leuera walewyn 

him in a foul wose ]7an in a clene ryvere ; so ]7e lecchoura hath 4 

leuer« mellen hym wytA leccherous wommen in wose of leccherye 

}?an wytA grete clerkys in J>e clene ryverc of holy wrytt.' 

The de^neet of But leccherie in dede, bat is iij. fadome of brede of bis wose 

lecheiT in the ' r ^ r 

ted are the of leccherye, is xiiij. fote depthe '. }>e firste fote depthe is 8 

z. between nn. betwen syngle man & syngle womman^ bat ar« no2t bouTule 
married persons, 1,, \ t- 

be ]>e lawe to ]>e bonde of maryage, ne to ordre, ne to relygioun. 

}?is is )>e ferste dedly fote of leccherye in f>is wose of lust, & J>i8 

a. of unmarried is dedly synne. })e ij. fote depthe of \\a wose is betwen syngle la 

titatea, man & comoun womman ', f>at leuyth by here body, & ]?is is more 

petylous }?an }>e o}?er. for it happeth ofte tymes f>at J)ei be 

wyves or wommen of relygioun, or takyn bothe brother or 

cosyns. l>erfore, f>is fote of wose is deppere }>an J>e o)>er before. 16 

3. of unmarried )>e iij. fote depthe of ]7is wose in dede of leccherye is betweid 

* syngle [man] and wydewe *, )?at is vowyd chast, & })is is more 

4. of unmarried depe in synne & more grevows. ]>e iiij. fote depthe of }ns wose 



in dede of leccherye is bytwen syngle man & mayden * ; for to ao 
f>e state of maydenhod clene folowyth most mede, ^if it be kept, 
and J)e more is |>e synne to him or to here )?at brekyth it. 
5. adultery ]7e V. fote depthe of ]?is wose in dede of leccherye is betwen 

a syngle man & a wyif •; and J^at is avowterye, and )?is is greuote« 24 
involTing two in two wyses. Oon is in brekyng fayth of maryage, J>at )>e ton 
^WeMneM schulde kepe to \at oj?er. An-o)?er is sacrilege, fat is, brekyng 
a sacrament, of J>e sacrament of holy cherche ; & thruj ]?is synne fallyn many 

peryles, as false eyrys, false maryagys, manslau^ter & manye ^^ 
ofere. and ofte it is double avowtrye, as weddyd man & 
weddyd womman, & ]?at is more grevouse. God knytt }ns 

^ MS. in margin : * luxuria in opere, fiofo tria, nofa xiiij.* 
' MS. in margin : ' i. lux«ria int^r singtilos homines et mulieres.' 
' MS. in margin : ' 2. single men & comoun wymmen.' 
* MS. in margin : ' 3. betwen syngle men & wydewe.' 
^ MS. in margin : *■ 4. betwen syngle man & mayden.' 
' MS. in margin : ' 5. betwene a syngle man h a wyife ett (?) adulteiio 
intra . . . (?\' ^ 
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knot of matrimonye in Adam & Eue, whanne he made of 
Adame* rybbe Eue to ben his wyif. J>erfor©, ware |)e f>at 
brekyst ]7at knott of maryage, ]7at god knytteth. *Quod deus 
4 coniunxit homo now separet ^.' }?at god knytteth man may 
no^t departe ne brekyn, wytA-oute grevous synne. distinccio 
Ivj. *diuulgatum est' ;' how boniface )>e pope & martyr wrote to 
be kyng of Ingelonde ', & sayde bus : It is publyssched to vs in Pope Boniihce's 

. prophecyAbout 

8 ffrauTice, be manw of prophecye, }pai jif englyschmen brekyn BnKlanciandite 

J?e knott of matrimonye, & folowyn avowtrye & spousebreche, 

of hem schal springe in tyme comynge a wycked seed. J)at 

seed schal ben her« chylderyn, falsely begetyn in avowterye as 

12 bastarde« & false eyres ; |>e whiche schul multyplie so fer- forth 
in Inglond, f>at f>e peple schal be graceles, vnmy^ty in batayle, 
& vnstedfast in }7e feyth of holy cherclb. and so \>&i schul haue 
no worschijD of o})€re londys, as to J^e word : god schal hatyn 

1 6 hem, as J)ei schal fynde be wreche comyng aftyrward. J^erfore, 

)?is fote of wose is deppere in synne J^an ony of f>e o]>cre feet 

before seyd. 

(Jf te vj. fote deptb is whawne a man delyth wytA his wyif 6. The sin of 

lechery amomc 
ao vnordynatly & vnkyndely *, ajens f>e ordynauTice of kynde & of married people. 

holy cherch, throw J^e whiche a man may be damnyd. for 

as a man may sle him-self, w^A his owne knyif, 

so he may synne dedly, w^A his owne wyif. 

24 f>erfore, folowe \>q ordre of matrimonye, & fare \to\jL nojt as 

a beste vnresonable. | for wedlok trewly knytt, trewly kept, & i^ol. 68 a.] 
Ysed in ordre, is of suche vertu, ]7at it kepyth here fleschly dede 
fro dedly synne. Also, jif f>ou vse J)i wyif or J)in husbonde as 

2%\\ leTTiman in entent hollyche for lust, takyng non hede ne 
reward to f>e mede, ne to )>e loue, ne to ]>e fruyte of wedlok, 
ne to \>e honeste, but as an vnresonable beeste takyng hede to 
\>\ luste, be ware of f)e feend Asmodet^^, \tat slowe f>e vij. bus- ^*?J*® ^*^* 

^ Matt. xix. 6. 

^ Capitulam 10. Distinctio 56 [Corpus Juris Canonici, i. 22a]. 
' MS. in lower and side margin : ' Narracio qaasi prophesia de destruc-' 
ttone Anglie.' 

*■ MS. in margin : ' 6. no^a periculosa.* 
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InceH. Breach of Celibacy. Sodomy. 
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bondys of Sare ' )>e woniman on )>e ferst ny^t )Htt )>ei lay by 
here ! and alt was, for here hosbondys mysvsed herd for lust, 
and aft^rwaitl Thobyes sone weddyd here, & ]>e feend had no 
power* ouyr hym. whi % for he vsyd his wyif in honeste, & 4 
in ordynat manere, & in tyme leefiufl, & no^t all for lust 

)>e vij. fote depthe of j^is wose is betwen a man & his gossybe, ^ 
or betwen godfadyr & goddou^ter, or be[-twen] J>e chyldryn of 
godfadyr & godmodyr, for J)ei ben gostly sustryn & bre)?mn. 8 
)>e viij. fote depthe is betwen a man & his owyn kyn, in-to ]>e 
fyfte degre. & }pe nerere of kyn )>ei be ]>e deppere is ]>e synne. 
]>e ix. fote depthe is sybred of affynyte ; as betwen a man & his 
wyves kyn, or a womman & here husbondys kyn. for whan a la 
man hath medlyd wytA a womman, or a womman wytA a man, 
neyther may be weddyd to o\pere8 kyn in-to J)e fyfte degre, ne 
medle w^tA hem ; for jif }?ei don, it is incest in }^ ix. fote 
depthe of Jns wose of leccherye, ^if a man dele wytA his wyves 16 
kyn, he may no^t dele wytA his wyif after but he synne. but 
sche may take of hym here dette, & nojt synne, for he is in de- 
faw^te, & no^t sche. ]>e x. fote depthe is betwen a womman & 
a man of ordre. & ]>e heyere ordre, ]?e deppere synne. )>e xj. 20 
fote depth is betwen a seculere man & a religyous womman, or 
a seculere womman & a relygious man. f>is is a synne deppest 
of f>e oj^ere before. J>e xij. fote depthe is betwen relygious man 
& relygious womman. f>is is myche deppere synne |>an f>e o)?ere. 34 
^pe xiij. fote depthe of f>is wose is betwen a womman & a prelate. 
J^is synne is more depe for his dignyte & for his wyckyd en- 
saumple. J>e xiiij. fote depth is sodomye, )?at is, synne ajens 
kynde *, for J>e whiche god reynid fyir & brumston on sodom) & 38 
gomor, & sanke v. cytees. })is sywne is so foul, ^pai f)e feend 
thynketh scheme I>erof. 

})is wose of leccherye in iij. fadome brede, & j^is xiiij. fote 
depthe, caste it out of jowre pytt I for f)is wose makyth J)e 32 
blynd in mynde, wytA-oute resoun, takyng non hede of ]?in 
ende, no^t thynkyng of deth, ne of peyne in helle. it makyth 

» Tobit iii. 8. 

^ MS. in margin : * 14. pecca^«m sodome contra naturam.* 
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\>Q vnstedfast to trestyn on [god] in alle f)i werkys. ]?ou louyst 
non trewly but fi-self. l?ou desyrest long lyif to fulfylle f>i lust. 
\>o\i art eucre redy to consente & to falle in eu«ry falshed & 

4 wyckydnes, in eucry synne & euery p^ryle of body & soule. 
god hatyth lecchoure* ; })ei fallyn in wanbope & in dyspeyr of 
for^yfnes & of m«rcy in bere ende wel ofte, & in dyspeyr of 
saluacyoun. }jei stynken in ertbe to man, & in heuen^ to-fore 
8 god & alle seynty«, passyng alle o]?«re synners. J>e leccbour 
scbal come porest to ]?e doom *, for be batb sold & dystroyed 
in leccberye alt }?e good ]?at be bad, }pat is, bis god & alle 
sayntes, bis body, bis catel, bis soule, bis name, bis grace, bis 

1 2 ioye. Lud xv.* * Dissipautt si«-b«<awceam suam in meretricibw* 
viuendo luxuriose.' 

(^ ^if ^povi baue dely3t or a lust | in \>i flescb to leccberye, & ^pi [Pol. 58 b.] 
wyl acorde no^t f)erto, it is venyal synne, ^if f>i dely^t dure dSdly and *^' 

1 6 no3t, wyih delyberacyouTi. jif J>i wyli folwe after f>i dely^t, & is 
weel apayed & plesyd in J^at dely^t, for to dure }?erin ; j^owj f>i 
wylt consente nojt to J?e dede, it is dedly synne. Also, jif of 
\>\ lust ^pi delyjt come sodeynly, wi/tA-oute delyberacyouw, and 

2o ]3e wylt of \>\ flescb consente to ^pat dely^t in ]?e ferst steryng, 
it is venyal synne. Also, wban ]?ou, in berte or in syjt, 
tbynkest, beryst, or seest, an-oJ?er persone, for f)at ende & for 
\>at entent to coueytin bim or bere to f>i lust, it is dedly synne. 

24 Mat. v.^ * Qui viderit raulierem ad concupiscewdum, eczaw iam 
mechatws est eam in corde suo.' And wbanne f>ou consentyst 
ful to )?e dede of leccberie, wyih fult wyll, )x)w3 f>e dede be 
no^t do, it is dedly synne. wban \to\x, wyih wowyng woordys, 

28 styrest oipere to f>i lust, it is dedly synne, J>of ]>e dede be nojt 
do. wban pou kyssyst, balsyst, towcbyst, or gropyst, bem ])ai 
longyn no3t to ]>e for dely3t & lust in )?i-self, or for ])at ende 
to steryn bem to J^i lust, or for to steryn bem to coueytin ]>e to 

32 bere lust, )?of J^e dede be no3t do, it is dedly synne. 

]3erfore, caste out of ])i pyt of luste f>is wose of leccberye, Oaat out the ooze 

^ MS. in margin : ' luxuriosus pauper veniet ad judicium, no^a quare, 
quia dissipauit iubatanciam Buam.' 

* Luke XV. 13; in meretricibus from verse 30. ' Matt. v. 28. 
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wyiA alle his circumstaoncef in brede & depthe! caste out 
leccherooB thon^tes, wyUes, desyres, dely^tes, leccherous woordys, 
wowyD^^ leccherons sy^tes, leccherous manera, as kyssyiigefl, 
felynges, deriD syngynges, gay aray, nyce chers, toccheroiif songya 4 
of loue paramour, & letteiys of loue ! & caste out )>e dede of 
leccherie, & Jeanne is )>e pytt of ]>i body clene fro )>e yij. part of 
wose, \>at IB, fro \>e vij. dedly synne. for \>ou, \>at art in ^pis 
wose of leccherie & of )>e opere yj. dedly synnes, whiche I bane 8 
told )>e here-befom in dyverse dayes, )Hm aiayst seyn, ' Infixns 
sum in limo profundi \' I am fycbed faste in depe wose. pe 
nedytb to crye to god, ' Eripe me de Into, vt non infigar ' ! ' 
lord delyuere me out of \>\b wose, ]>at I styke no^t £Bist ]>er-in ! is 
for ^if ))oa styke faste in pe wose of )>e vij. dedly synnes, wat^ 
of ])e grete curs schal ouer-flowe ]>e, & drenche }>i soole. for in 
)>e wose of ]>e vij. dedly synnes pon bast made wayes of entre to 
ind of ftU the manye waterys of cursyng^ in-to \>i pytt. ' Yiam fecisti in Into 16 
aquan^m multarum '.' Caste oute J?is wose of pe vij. dedly synnes. 



pat pe water of curse entre no3t ))i pytt to drencbe ]7i soule 



Reeapitulation caste out flateryng * ! ^if pan flatyre ekU-oper in bis synne, 
in uM^ M and praysest bym in euyl dede, pan synnest dedly. pe tunge so 

of pe flatererc barmytb more p&n pe swerd of pe smytere. Vt 
scribitier, ' Plus nocet lingua adulatoris, quam gladius percus- 
sorw.' ^if pou. flatene an-o})er in entent to barmyn bim, or to 
dysseyuyn bim, pan synnest dedly. jif ]?i flateryng be cause 24 
of occasyoun of SLn-operea synne, & no^t J)in entent to don bym 
synne, ))anne f>i flateryng is venyal synne, but jif pe synne pat 
folowytb of l^e occasioun of ]?i flateryng be more greuous, jif 
pon flatere o]?ere only for dely^t to plese bim, or for to fle barme, 38 
or for to coueyte a tbyng pat is nedefutt or leeffutt, f>i flateryng 
]7anne is venyal. 
hypocrisy, In ypocrisie ^ wban pon cbargyst nojt, ne desyrest nojt, to Jf 

baue bolynes, but J>ou coueytist to ben boldyn boly, it is dedly 32 
synne. jif J>ou feyne pe boly, pat pon myjt Jwby dysseyue pe 
peple be ]?i fals tecbyng as lollardys don, )>anne synnest J>ou 

^ Ps. Ixviii. 3. « Pb. Ixviii. 15 ; cf. p. a. » Hab. iii. 15. 

* MS. in margin : * flateryng/ * MS. in margin ; * ypocririe/ 



CH. XXIV.] Hypocrisy y Vanity^ Gambling^ S^c. 165 

dedly. or ^if J^ou feynyst J?e holy j?at art vnworthy, for to gete 
J?e a benefyce or oJ?6r temperatt godys, for non oJ)«r ende but 
for })at corrupt entent, }?ou synnest dedly. ^if )>ou feyne ]je 

4 holy only for delyjte* | & for no^t ellys, it is venyal synne. ^if \o\i [FoL 54 a.] 
feyne }?e holyere Jjan Jjou art, for to be releuyd in f>i gret nede, it 
is venyal synne. jif ]jou plese & flatere f>e peple for to norysche 
loue, J>at J?ou myjte gostly fruyten in hem, it is leeffutt. jif |)ou 

8 plese hem in sywne for vaynglorye or lucre, it is dedly synne. 

Precyous clothyng & aray in munkys & in relygiouse ^ whan vanity, 
it is vnsemly to here degre, & is in manere of euyll lyueris 
dysgysed ; or ellys, whan J>ei leuyn here habyte, & takyn seculere 

13 clothys, but it be in cause of nede or in suche wyse \a\, )>e la we 
excusyth; or ellys, wha^^ne superfluyte of swyche precyous 
clothyng comyth of dampnable pride ; or ellys, it is ordeynyd 
to styrre oJ>ere to leccherie ; all J)is is dedly synne. jif )>e wyif 

1 6 do so to plesyn here husbonde, })anne it is no dedly synne, but 
^if l^e husbonde forbydde here suche aray. 

In pleying; whan J>ou spekyst foule woordys, or woordys J>at gambling, 
deryn j?i ney3boure; or whan playes am hantyd in vndewe 

30 places & in vndewe tyme, or are pleyid of suche personys ]?at it 
longyth not to. on J^is wyse, sumtyme, it is dedly synne, for f>e 
gret afifecte to \^ play? )>at for ]>at dely^t in \\& play he doth 
a^ens ]7e comaundment of god & of holy cherc^. 3if }>ou vse 

34 to go to daunses, vt dtcuvit R&ymu9ufi65 & ^Udnma ^ in gloMa, danoing, 
for to stire )?i-self or ojjere to synne of leccherye, J^ou synnest 
dedly. & jif Jjeu vsyst it ofte, ]?of it be no^t for f>at entent 
because of>ere may be steryd ]?erby to synne, })ou dost dedly 

38 synne. jif ]30u sodaynly, in angre & dyssese, & ellys recchelesly, swearing, 
brekyst out woordys of vnworschype to god, wyt^outen delybe- 
racioun, takyng non heed to ]?e menyng of }po woordys, it is 
venyafi synne. ^if }?ou do so wyih delyberacyouw, & takyng 

33 hede to })e menyng of ]70 woordys, or ellys of a fals custom) 
in vse sayst suche irreuerent woordys of blasfemye, it is dedly 

^ MS. in margin : *■ vestura monachorum & aliorum.' 
^ Raymond of Peniafort and William of Rennes. See p. 18, note 5. 
MS. in margin : *■ no^a de choreis quo(f est pecca^m mor^ale.' 



166 Vemial Sins most in Use. Stary of a Leckerous Woman, [ch. zzi?. 

synne. hec omnia ex dictt> soncli Thome ij*. ij®., dioersis arga- 

mentw * ; & in tnctcUu de Yeritate, libro yjo.« 

St Ainiiin't caste oat piB wose of yenya)} sjDnes & dedly also '. Seynt 
lilt of iM TenU 



in use. Aostyn seytb, venya)} synnes arn pise most in vse : when pou 4 
etyst or drynkest ony tyme more J>anne* J>e nedyth*; or 
spekyst scharpely to ]>e pore ]>at askyn good at \>i dore ; & 
etyst, whan tyme were to festyn, erly or late, in J>in helthe ; 
whanne }>ou Iy«te in slepe, & wylt nojt ryse, & comyst to 8 
kte to goddys seruyse in holy-dayes, pou priest wyt^ute 
deuocyoun & dely^te ; pon vsyst pi wyif most for lust & no^t for 
fruyte ; & visytest selde pore folc, seke & prisoners, & oJ>er« 
in tribulacyoun ; ne helpyst but selde soulys in purgatorye, la 
wytA prayers & almesse-dede ; ne pon wylt nojt acordyn hem 
pat am in debate, vp-on )>i powere ; A whan pon spekyst on^fr- 
bytterly to Au-oper; & whan pou flatexyst more J)an* pe* 
nedyth ; & whaune poa iangelyst in cherch, or thynkest i6 
vanytees ; & whanne pon art sone wroth ; A whanne pon sweryst 
lyjtely, & brekyst Jjin othe ; & whanne pon waryest ony man 
causeles, whan pon spekyst wykednesse in euyl suspycyoun. 
}?ise synnes, venyatt & opere, caste out of ^ou/re pytt, & alle dedly 3o 
synn^, pat je peryssche nojt & synke in )>is wose I 

[-4 Lecherous Woman chased by the Fiends of ffelL] 
haSiMtLl^w- ^ leccheroti* womman ^ all here ly ve, on here dedebedde, sche <§ 
ouslif^ (lyde ijerg clowtyn a peyre of schoon, & badde here freendys 24 

pat sche schulde be schod perwyth & beryed. sche was beryed 
perwyih, in pe nj^t folwyng, be pe monelyjt, a knyjt of )?at 
[Pol. 54 b.] same toun cam) ry-jdyng homwarde, wyth his man. a^ens hym 

* Cf. p. 79, note I. 

^ Full title: De veritate catholicss fidei contra gentiles, or Summa 
contra gentiles. As there are only four books, the quotation of liber vi. 
must be a slip of the pen. Gf. Migne, Thomas Aquinas. Paris, i860. 

' MS. in margin : < pecca^a venialia & mortalia.' 

* Added in margin by later hand. 

' MS. nedyst, due to the confusion of the personal and impersonal con- 
structions fou nedyst and ^e nedyth. Of. L. Kellner's Introduction to 
Gaxton's Blanchardyn and Eglantine, E. E. T. S. Iviii. p. xliz. 

* /« omitted in MS. Of. the preceding note. 

^ MS. in margin : * narrocio De muliere luxuriosa.' 
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kam J^is deed womman crying, & seyde, * helpe me knyjt ! * 

)>e knyjt ly^t dou9», & made a sercle, wytA his swerde, & took 

to him \>ai dede womman in-to J?ajb sercle, wytA here smok & 

4 clowtyd schoon. he knewe here wel. sche tolde hym hot wa8,»fterher 

■• death, pursued 
sche was deed, & feendys pwrsewyd here. J^ei herdyn fro ferre by flend». 

f>e voys of feendys lyche fe voys of hunters & of her^ houwdys, 

Yiyih orryble hornys & cryes. sche tremelyd for drede, & told 

8 }?e kny3t, * now come feendys to hane me to helle for synne of 

leccherie, & for pride, envie, slouthe, coueytise, glotonye, & 

hate/ be knyat took his hors to his man, & helde his swerd Akniglit. seizing 
. . her by the hair, 

draMryn in his ry^t hand, & he helde here in his left hand protected her 

, with hk swwrd. 

1 3 be here heer, wouTwiyn aboutyn his left . arm. ]3e helle-huntere, 

Vfyih his helle-houwdys, com) ny. J)e dede womman seyde to 

be knyit, Hate me renne ! lo, bei come!' be knyit helde here But she was so 

^^ \ ^ , r J> frightened that 

stylle. sche drewe harde & ofte to con fro be knyit. At be she tore herself 

^ ^ ^^ ^ away, and left 

1 6 laste, sche gaf a brayde, ]?at here heer lefte a-boute J>e kny^tes her hair around 

arme, & sche ran away. J>e feendys huntedyn after, & ,afl: The fiends 

for-rentyn here, & for-brentyn here, & leydin here ouer-thwert took her to Hell. 

on a brennyng feend, & so, wytA horrible cry, born here in-to 

2o helle. On f)e morwe, ))e kny^t dyd opyn her* graue, & fond fe J" ^Jni^h^hlST 
heer of here heed plukkyd of, & put J^e heer J>ot was abowtyn his JfJ^^^nd 
arm, to here heued, & seyde to ))e peple^' Jjis was here heer.' J^^J^** ^^ 
& he tolde hem aU: to-gydere how sche mette hym, & how "pe 

34 feendys bom her* to helle for here leccherie & o)?ere synnes, 
be-cause sche wolde nojt leve here synne & dyed vncontrite. 

berfore, caste out bis wose of synne, wyth a skete of con- Cleanse jomr 

conscience 
tncyouw, wyth a scauel of confessiouii, & wvth a Echouyl of with contrition, 
, , > ^ J confes«on.and 

28 satisfaccyoun, of whiche thre I schal telle 30W an-oj^er tyme ! "atisfaction ! 

for whoBO castyth out synne, wyih j^ise thre instrumentys of 

penaunce, synne schal voyde, grace schal entre, & ]>e kyngdam 

of heuene schal neyghin. ' Penitenciam agite, appropinquabit 

33 enim regnum celorimi^.* 

To J^is kyngdoni> biynge he 50U & me, 

J>at for vs deyid on rode-tre. Ame7». 

» Matt. iy. 17. 
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QHjntulum xxv™. 
De ooniriotone. 

IHAUE told 50U here bi-forn of ymre ^diyr in ymre pytt ^ 
styDkyng & corrupt, )>at is, }>6 watyr of ]>e sentenfl of J>e 4 

I have told yoo gret curs in })e pytt of ^oure lusty body. I baue told yju also 
befbra how to * * * 

■coop out the of }?e scope to scope out wyt/i f>at corrupt watyr of cars. 

c™»e- I baue told 50U also of f>e woee in 5our« pytt, }pai is, J>e vij. 

Now I shall tell dedly synnes in ^oure conscyens. And now I schal t«lle ^oa 8 

oatthemweor where- wytA ]jis wose of synne muste be cast out of ymre pytt 

c^wSotl t?L ®* y^'^^^ conscyens. fl&rst }>e nesch wose muste be cast out wytA 

iMm MkLthe * skete, & after- ward l?e hard wose wytA a skauel, & after 

■Siiiiiotion. ^^ f® crommys of }>e wose wytA a schouytt *. 13 

Beecriptkmora Of })e skete I shal teUe 30U }>is day. }>is skeet is sorwe 

of berte, Ipai is, contricyoun for Jn synne. A skete is opyn 

a-fom, redy to deluyn in-to J^e nesch wose, & redy to de- 

lyuere it out. A skete also sumdel, in ]7e heuyd, is raysed 16 

& reryd on bothe sydes; for ellys it myjt no^t receyvin 

but lytel wose for scheldehed, for to castyn it out. Also }7e 

heved of a skete, in )>e bothme, is hoole, & ellys J>e wose wolde 

no3t abyden ^pefnn to ben cast out, but it schulde fallen doun ao 

[l*ol. 66 a.] i^en thrugh ]?e skete in-to ]>e pytt. | Also a skete hath a long 

handle to be holdyn by, wytA mannys handys, for to werkyn 

J^erwyth. Ry^t so, sorwe of berte' for l?i synne muste baue 

As the skeet is bise same propyrtees of a skete : fyrst, princepally in be heuyd 24 
open in flront, so -^ , jtjt./ *i - r r ^ j j -r 

JjjwtyojMfcon- of ]>i contricyoun a-fom, ]>at is, a-fom alle of>ere sorwys, ]n 
towards God, gorwe muste be al opyn to god- ward, hauyng most sorwe in f>in 
berte for pi synne, for Jk)u hast wretthyd ]>i god. ^if ]>ovl were 
weddyd to a kyng, ]>at art but a beggere, & f>ou were dyflfoulyd 28 
wytA an-oJ?er wyttyng ]>i lord, p<m gretly ofifendyst hym, & 
aw3tyst to baue a gret sorwe Jjerfore, secundum Watertoun ' ; 

* MS. in margin : ' nota. de scauel & de skete.' 
' MS. in margin : * conirioio & eiut condicio.* 

' Fabricius, Bibliotheca Med. et Inf. Latinitatis, torn. v. p. 103, refers 
to Lucas Waddingus, Scriptores ordinis minoram, p. 262, where we find : 
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myche more owyst ]jou to hane pat art weddyd to })e kyng 

of heuen) in f>i baptem, & afterward art dyffoulyd wytA f>e 

feend in dedly synne. for why 1 for ]>ou wretthyst horrybly far you have 

mftde Him 
4 god, f>in husbonde, )?at made })e, & boujt ]?e w^A his blood wroth. 

& wytA his deth, & broujt f>e vp of noujt. God pleyneth him 

be his prophete Osee xij.^ * Mannes soule hath styred me to 

wretthe/ why so ? for Exo[(f't£9] xij.', * f>ou hast forsake ]ji god 

8 })at begat ]je, )?ou hast forjete \>i lord Jjat made }je to his 
lyknes, & bou3t )?e wytA his precyous blood.* Pnwa pe[<ri] ijo.' 
f>«rfor, in J?e heued of Jji skete of contricyoun afore, \>ai is, 
a-fore alle sorwys, make J?i contricyour* most opyn in sorwe 

1 2 for wretthyng of ]?i god ! ' Scito & vide, qma amarum est 
te dereliqmsse dommum deum tuum.* Jeremie ij<>.* knowe 
\>ou & se ]?at most sorwe-fuli & most bytter it is ]>e to forsake 
]>i god in dedly synne. 

36 1^® ^5^ ®y^® ^^ P^ skete of contricyour* ** muste be reryd to As *^®J^®®L*. 

1 7 heuen)-ward, wytA a full: sorwe in herte ; for f>ou hast lost, be \)i "^^^JJ^ion 
synne, J^e blysse of heuen). for jif Ipou deye in dedly synne, "pon Jl^J^lSiS^ven, 
hast lost Ipe blysse of heuen), j. cor. yj.' 'Iniqui regnuw dei now J^^^ch you have 

3o possidebunt.' }jou mayst seye, alias to me, my dwellyng-place 
of heuen) is alyenyd fro me ! Ps.'' * heu mihi, quia incolati65 
mens prolongates est* ; & tr«. iij.®, Oure heritage of blysse is 
tumyd fro vs to alyenys. here wytt we sytten vp-on }?e flood 

34 of synnes & lustys in ]?is world, thynkyng of heuen), whiche we 
liaue lost for our« synne. we mowe sorwe sore & wepyn \>at we 
haue lost oure herytage of heuen). Ps.® * Super fltemina babilonis 
illic sedimtAS, & fleuimt^s, dum recordaremwr tui, syon.' 

^ J)e left syde of J^i skete of contricyoun *^ muste be raysed vp, 

Nicolaus ah Aquavilla, siue A quaevillanus, edidit : Sermoues de Nati- 
vitate. Sermones de Sanctis. Sermones de Tempore per anni ciroulum. 
Viuebat anno 131 7 (cf. pp. 280, 287, where he is called loannes {rie) de 
Aquaria Villa). Tanner, Bibliothecae, p. 46, quotes an edition by 
M. Makerel. Paris, 1520, 4to. 

• Hosea xii. 14. ' Mistaken for Deut. xxxii. 18. 
^ I Peter i. 19 (?). * Jer. ii. 19. 

^ MS. in margin : ' dext ra pars contricionis.* 

• I Cor. vi. 9. ^ Ps. cxix. 5. * Lament, of Jer. v. 2. 

• Ps. cxxxvi. I. *" MS. in margin : 'Sinistra pars cowtrtcionis.* 
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andtowmrdi wyf A gret sorwe, to J)i soule-ward, }pai thra3 synne it is turnyd 
fenHinnnMi^f ^^^ ^ lyknes of }p\ god in-to a foulew lyknes Jmn }>6 deuytt *. for 
the Devil. seynt Austyn seyth de arra anime, jif )>oa seyj }>e feend in his 

lyknes on \>m oo syde, & ))i soale in dedly synne on }7in o]>er syde 4 
in his' lyknes, ))ou woldyst fle fro \>\ soale for drede to }p% deuyl, 
he-cause )pi soule in dedly syune is fouler^ ]3an )>e deuyl. ])anne 
nedyth ]>e in )>e lefte syde of \>i skete of contryc^un raysyn yp 
& hevyn j^i sorwe for ]>i synne, )Htt makyth }p\ soule so hlak & 8 
fouler^ ))an )>e feend. Miche iiij.' ' Dole & satage filia syon/ 
The bottom of )>6 hothme, ]>at is, ]>e depthe of }>i skete of contricyoun muste fi 
and w miut be he depe in sorwe downward, to helle-warde, thyDkynff how bou 

for J>i synne art houndyn to J>e pytt of helle for euere, jif ])ou 12 
deye wytA-oute sorwe. EzecA. xviij.* * AnitTia que peccaumt, 
ip«a morte moriett^/ ]?anne nedyth ]>e to lokyn ]>at ]7i skete of 
contricyoun, in ]>e hothme, in ]>e grou9id, in )>e depthe of ))in herte, 
[VoL 66 b.] be depe, \>ai is for to seyn, loke it he euere | duryng in-to ^pi r6 
lyves ende. Ps.' ' dolor mens in conspectu meo semper.' ffor 
seynt Austyn seyth, who-so wyll eucre enioyen in mercy, grace, 
& in for3yfne8, he owyth neuere cese to sorwe for his synne. 
' Nu9iqt«am debet desiner« dolere de culpa, qui semper vult ao 
gaudere de venia.' 
The skeet has a ]7e heuyd of ^p^& skete of contricyoun muste haue an handyli ^ 
in length; so Jjer-on, vij. spanne long'; )?e ferst spanne muste be forthow^t in 

have 7 qualities, thynkyng of bi synnes be-forn, wytA a full vysement, to brynge 24 
namely, 

X. it must be hem to f>i myiide. Ysa. xxxvijJ ' Kecogitabo * — pro pecccrfo meo. 
premeditated, 

)>ou schalt no^t haue sorwefult mynde in J)in herte for f>i good & 

for J^i gold, but for l?i synne, & nojt for j^i bely. and f>iB mynde 

in \>m herte for f>i synne muste be duryng. Ps.* * Meditacto 38 

cordis mei in conspectu meo semper/ J)e secttrtde spanne lengthe 

a. secret, of J)e handytt of ]?i skete of contricyoun muste be priue, nojt 

* MS. in margin : * note b«ne. anima in peccato mortal! peior est 
diabolo.' Parts of this note are re-written beneath in another hand. 

^ Soil, soules lyknes. For masculine use of «oa2, c£ p. 2, line 11. 
^ Micah iv. 10. ^ Ezech. xviii. ao. ' Ps. xxxvii. 18. 

* MS. in margin : *nofa nota.* ' Isa. xxxviii. 15. 

* Ps. xviii. (xix). 15. 
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opyn in sy^t of alle men, but priue to god alone. Isa. xxxvijo. known to God 

only; 

' Kecogitabo tibi.' be iij. spaTine lengthe muste be holehede, bat 3- itmusibo 



\\ sorwe be hole for alle )?i synnes to-gederc. breke no3t J^is prising 

4 handle, to sorwe for summe synnes, & for summe synnes enioyen 1 
Isa. xxxvij. * Eecogitabo tibi oniTies* — non dictt aliquos. f>e iiij. 4. in order ac- 
sparine lengthe of f)e handle of \\ skeet of contricyouw is ordre, events of your 
\ai is, thynk in mynde ]?e ordre of all f>i lyvyng, how synfutt it 

8 hath be, and mysspendyd to f>e vnworschip of god & plesauws 
of }je deuyl, & \n dampnacyouT^ of J^i soule ; f)at is, thynk in J^i 
3outhe, in \\ myd-age, & in f>in age, and thynk also by ordre all 
)?e tymes of f>e ^er^, how )?ou hast mysspendyd hem in sywne & 

1 2 in euytt gouernauTice ; \ai is, both wynter & somyr, heruyst 
& lentoun, fastyng dayes, holyday & werkedayes. loke, in )?e 
handytt of J^i skete of contricyoun, \ai )?ou kepe J^is ordre in )?i 
contricyouTi, wyt^ a sorwefuti herte ! Ysa. xxxvij. * Eecogitabo 

16 tibi omnes annos.' Isaye seyth, I schal thynke to f)e ati })e 

ordre of be serys. IF be v. sparine lengthe of be handle of bi skeet s- conoeminy 
/^•''^^ ° ^ ^ none but your 

in contricyoun muste be propyrhede; f>at is to sayn, thynke of own sins; 

l^in owen) propre synnes & no3t on ojjere mewnys. }>crfore Ysaye 

20 seyth, xxxvij. * B-ecogitabo iibi omrtes annos meos '»— nor* dicet 

alienos. I schal thynke to ]7e, god, alle myn ^erys of synne ; he 

sey^t nojt of att o|>erys ^eris. f>e vj. spanne of f>i skeet in con- 6. it must be 

<* . 11 sorrowftil, 

tncyouw muste be bytter moomyng for J)i synne, nojt ley^hyng 

24 ne enioying of \\ synne, but in bytter heuynes. Ysa. prcdicttt^ : 
* Eecogitabo tibi omrws annos meos in amaritudine ' — ^non enim 
dicit in gaudio & exultacione. f>e vij. spanne of lengthe of J^i 7. felt inwardly, 
skeet in contricyoun is Inly-hede; \at is, inly sorwe for Jji outwardly. 

28 synne in J?e herte, & nojt in |>e chere, feyned outwardc, to f>e 
sy3t of }je peple, & no sorwe inward. Ysa. predicetwr : 
' Eecogitabo tibi omnes annos meos in amaritudine aniwie mee' — 
non dictt in amaritudine vultt** mei. Johel ^ seyth, ijo. capituh, 

32 *B;endyth 30ure hertys & no3t joure clothysl* ley3hyng & 

enioyng in a seke body is sygne of deth, wepyng & sorwe is 

sygne of lyif ; Eyght so, in a synfult p«rsone ley3hing & ioying 

for his synne is signe of dampnacyoun, and wepyng & sorwe for 

^ Joel ii. 13. 
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his synne is signe of saluacyoun. Ysa. xxxix.' ' Ecce in pace 
amaritudo mea amarissima ejl/ My byttere wepyng for my 

[Fol. 66 a.] synne schal sane me in endles pees. Lnc xg.* ' Noliie | flere 
Buper me, sei saper voemet ip^os flete ! ' wepyth for ymre oweid 4 
synnes yp-on ^onre-self, ft wepyth no^t yp-on me ! 

irthe tketioT )if ]7e skete of oontricyoun in ]>e hened, pat is, in ))e b^Q^- 4F 

lUHhoM nyng be opyn a-fom to god-ward, )>at princypally for wretthyng 

of hym pou art sory in herte ; ft on ]>e ryght syde ]>in herte is 8 
raysyd in sorwe in heneneward, for ))at is lost fro ]7e throgli pi 
synne ; ft on ]>e left syde pin herte is raysed in sorwe to )n 
soule-ward ; And )if ]>in herte be depe in dewryng dounwarde 
to helleward, pat is, depe in sorwe ft doryng, for poa art is 
dampnyd thedyr for ]>i eynne ; And also )if pe handle of }n 
contricyoun be vij. spatine lengthe, pat is, 3if it haue pe vij. 
propyrtees forseyde, pat is to seyne, )if pe contricyonti for )n 
synne haue a forthow^t, ft be pryne to god alone, ft hole i6 
repentaunce for alle ]>i synnes, ft ordre of ali ]>i lyvyng rehersyd 
in }>i mynde, ft mynde of ]>in owne synnes, ft nou^t of o]7er8 
synnes, ft byttemesse in sorwe in herte, ft no^t feynyd in cher« ; 

then it is lit to )mnue hast pou a good skete to caste wytA out of }>i pytt pe 30 

CttSt out tnO OOCO 

of d«Miiy mn. nesch wose of J>e vij. dedly synnes. for }>i8 skeet of contricyoun 
castyth oute wose of synne, ^if }>i wyll be fufi to be schreuyn 
afttf7*ward alssone as pou mayst goodly be schreuyn, ft Bectmdwn 
Ricardvm ', in trewe penaunce alle synnes, grete ft smale, are 24 
don awey, pat is, in contricyoun, schryfte, ft satisfaccyoun. 
And whan schryfte may nojt ben had, ne satysfaccyoun may 
no^t be don, for schort tyme, or for pouerte ; panne ^ Sola 
contricto delet pecca^m,' })anne perfyjt sorwe doth awey alle a8 
synnes. 

[The Salvation of an Iricestiwus Daughter.^ 

A young woman Exaumple *. A jong womman synned wyih here fadyr. pe (J| 

sinned with her 

ftither. modyr wyst it, ft repreuyd here dowjtyr. pe dowtyr slewe here $2 

J^whim.^d fadyr, & afterward was a comoun womman, long tyme. at a 

* Isa. zzzTiii. 17. ' Luke xxiii. 28. ' Cf. p. 52, note 3. 

* MS. in margin : * exempUtm ntue narracio.* 
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sermoun, sche herde preche bat be mercy of trod was a-boue aii When the heard 

' ^ y r J & inasermonthat 

synnes to hem ^pai arn ful sory for hew synnes. in }>o woordys contrition could 

of \>Q frerc, here herte braste for sorwe of here synnes, & dyed. ^^{^^^ 

4 after ]7at sche [was] beryed, ros out of here graue a fayr tre And a tree xwe 

wretyn aboute in euery leef, Yry\ih letters of gold, wyt A }>ts saying that she 

, , had found for- 

scripture: 'vere, lustus es, domtne, misericors, & groctostM. gjvenessofher 
Trewly, }jou god art ryjtfdtt, mercyfutt, & gracyous. }>e roote of 

8 ]7is tre sprang out of herte. here herte was clouyn in two 
partyes. in )je o partye was wrotyn, wytA letters of gold, )>i8 
scripture: * Conuertisti planctum meum in gandium^' )jou 
god hast tumyd my sorwe in-to ioye. In ]:e o\per partye was 

12 wretyn ]?is : * Circumdedisti me leticia '.' }>ou god hast sett me 
atabowte w^^ endles gladnes. 

I^erfore, w^^ \fis skeet of sorwe in ymre herte, casteth out 
yiure wose of synne als sche dede, & ])anne schal ymre sorwe 
1 6 for ymre syTine be chaungyd & tumyd in-to endles ioye & solace. 
To whyc^ ioye &c). 



Qs/pitulurxx xxvj'". 

De contricione ^. 

^ Ij^REENDYS, J>e o^per day I tolde 30W }pai contrycyoun) was 

21 -'- a skeet wherwyth je-mowe castyn out l?e wose of jowre 

dedly synne to make clene )je pytt of ^oure | conscyens. but t^ol. 66 b.] 
)?is skeet of contricyouw castyth no^t clene out synne, but }>i Contrition must 

24 purpos & \>i wyll be full to be schrevyn after as sone as )jou 
my^t, & also of full wylt to do penauns for }>i synne, & to make 
restitucyoun vp-on J>i powere, & in purpos to forsake J>i synne ; 
ellys art ]?ou no^t able ne dysposyd to haue mercy, for }p\ 

38 contricyouw avayleth J?e nojt but schryfte & satysfaccyouw be by confession 
don, jif \>o\x haue power, tyme, & space. And jif }p\ power is poore, 

* Ps. xxix. 12. 

' MS. in margin: ' no^a b^ne de contrictone, confessione, & [satisfac- 
c/one].' 
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tf ttg*gfjg y & ]>i tjme so schort, ))at )xm mayst neyther be achreayn ne make 
refltitncyoun, )it, in )n oontricyoun, be of wyii to do it, ^ Jmu 
iny3t, and ))anDe ' Sola oontricio delet peccatian/ Jitnne, in ))at 
wylt, }>i perfy^t sorwe doth awey ]>i ^ eynne. for in ))at wyii & in 4 
the ffood will ))at purpos, ]>i fuii wytt stondyth in ]>e stede of )ie dede of 
<iM^ confessioun and of satysfaocyoim in )n parfy^t sorwe for )n aynne. 

But I pntte }ph cas ; ]>oa art contryte ft sory in herte for )n 
synne and in futt purpos to be schrevyn, & to make satys- 8 
faccyoun, ))at sorwe doth awey )>i synne don be-fore, for euere; 
He who hM time but afterward ]>au comyst to swiche place ft to such my^t, )xit 
ct^'u^hA^ }xm mayst be schreuyn, ft mayst make satysfaccyoun *, and 
doei tiot do M^ ]3aftne wylt )>ou nojt, ))anne )>i synne don awey be-fom in }n la 

contricyoun, tumeth nc3t }>anne a^en to }p\ soule, but ]>ou fiedlyst 
flUli into deMlly in-to a newe dedly synne, be-cause Jxm fulfyllest nojt )>i first 
purpos ft \i\ ferst wyll to be schreuyn ft to makyn amendys. 
And ^if }p\ sorwe be neuere so grete, ft }po\x wylt no^t be schreuyn, 16 
& do penaunce, ne make amendys, ]7e synne is stylle in \i soule, 
for J>i sorwe }>anne castyth it nojt out )>erfore, takyth )>is skeet 
of contricyouw, ft begynne JjerwytA to castyn oute joure wose of • 
synne, ft hauyth purpos J>erwytA to be schrewyn ft to makyn so 
amendys, whan 36 mown. Mat. v^.' ' Beo^i qui lugent, qta^m 
ipsi consolabuwtwr,' blyssyd are f>ei J>at sorwe for her« synne, 
for )>ei schal be comfortyd. * Ve vobis, qui ridetis, quia flebitis *,' 
Wo to 30U ft curse, J>at ley^hin ft enioyen for ^oure synne, for 34 
^e schul wepe in helle-smoke '^. As longe as }p\ soule is in ]n 
body, )>ou mayst haue repentaunce ft sorwe in herte for J>i 
synne, jif )jou haue grace, ft )ji sorwe may be so gret ft so 
parfy^t, ]?at it schal don awey synne, ft schortyn ^pe peyne, as 28 
it dyde ]?e theef on ]?e crosse. 
IfTOntritionbe But I putte ]?is caas; )jou lyste so longe in fd synne, ft wylt ^ 
pangs of death, no^t leve, ^p^X ]?ou hast no grace to haue parfy^t sorwe ; or for 

peyne of syknesse, or for lesyng )ji wyttes ft J>i resoun in ]5i 32 
deying or a-forn ]?i deying ; or, )K)f J>i sorwe be grete, ft }>ou 

^ Added in margin. 

' MS. in margin : * no^a bene de satisfacciofie.' ^ Matt. y. 5. 

* Luc. vi. 25. * MS. in margin : ' exemplwoi bonum.' 
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purpose, ^if ]?ou lyve, to tume a^en to )?i synne ; or ^if Jjou orbenotserioui 

wystest lyif, \om woldyst no^t sorwe for \\ synne ^ ne be schreue, 

ne make restitucyouri ; or ellys ]?ou abydest so longe, tyl J>e or come too late, 

4 soule is out of bi body : banne, in alle bise thynges forseyde, bi then it shall be 

, " i unavailing tor 

sorwe & penauwce auayletn ]?e noujt, for it is no^t fruytefun to salvation. 

\\ saluacyoun, for it comyth to late, ^Acvmdwm, Damagcenum *. 

3if f)ou haue swiche grace in ^outhe, or age, or in deying, | \ai [Fol. 57 a.] 

8 bou sorwyst for alle bi synnes, & bi sorwe is more for bat bou Butifthysorrow 
^ "^ ^ ' ^ r r be not produced 

hast so longe abyden )>cre-in, & so vnkyndely and falsely wretthyd 

^p\ god, ]?an it is for dreed of deth or for dreed of helle, thynkyng by the fear of 

death but by 
|?at f)ou hadde leuere goddys loue & no^t a synned & ben in helle, upright re- 

1 2 J?an for to haue don \>\ sywne, & had wretthe of god, & ben in 
heuen) ; and thynkyng, ]?of ^po^x wystest to lyve & to skape ]n 
deth, J?ou haddyst leuere to chese to do ony penaunce, or to 
suffere ony dyssese or myscheef, ]5an to don ajen ony dedly 

1 6 sjTine ; and 51* f ^poM haue a full wyll ]?er-wyth to be schreue, jif 
f)ou myjt, & to make amendys, as ferfurth as )>ou my^t ; J>awne, 
w2/tA-oute doute, ]?at sorwe schal be J>i saluacyouw, ]?ow5 it be it shall save thee, 
in ]5e laste ende of ^pi lyif, so )je soule be J^arine in )>i body, for 

20 ellys it were to late. 

^ But manye now in bise dayes faylen bis grace in syknes in Now-a-days 
^^ V J J o V people have no 

here ende ' for to haue parfyjt sorwe, & desyre to be schreue, or pnwe to repent 

dyspose hem to makyn amendys. for )jei abyde so longe, tyl here 

24 wyttes are gon, & here resouw. deuocyouw haue ]5ei non. here 

speche fayleth. here dreed is go. speke to hem, styrre hem to 

gode, }?ey schewe no signe of verray repentauwce, but lye sty lie 

as a beste, w^A-oute swetnes & dreed to godwarde & to here 

28 soule. Couwseyle hem to restore here dettys, here wrongys to 

f)e cherc^, to ^pe dede, or to }?e qwyke, )?at wyl ]?ei no^t do, 

why? for \>q\ haue no gracQ J>erto. for, ^if }?ei payedyn, & 

restoryd a3en, ]?at J>ei haue falsly wyth-holdyn, J>ei schulde be 

32 seuyd ; J^erfore }?ei wylt no^t do so, to be sauyd, but ]?ey robbyn 

* MS. in margin : * no^a bene.* 

^ Soil. loannes Damascenus, author of the Vita BB. Barlaam et Josaphat. 
Migne, vol. 73. 

^ MS. in margin : ' no^a bene.' 
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thigr praibr Imv- teynt Petyr, ft ^enyn it seynt poule. ))at bei falsely luuie gettyn 9 
fro holy cherc^, fro her« curatys, fro hers ne^hbonrySy ))at schal 
no^t be re8tor}'d a3en to hem ]>e same ptfrsones, but it schal be 
th«ir«MrtimMto ^ouen to o]7ere persones }pai haue no skyl 'perio^ as to frerys ft 4 
thepoor. and howsys of relygioun, ft to poore folk, so ))at of o]>ere mennys 
J»|^,JJjJ™^ good }poM ^eayst )>in almes in )>in ende, nou^t to J>e ownerys bat 
to alyenis. as 3if I robbyd ]7e of ]>i good, ft 3eue it to an-o)>er 
man ; what amendys do I to ))e in fxit dede ! as Salomon* seyth, 8 
}pete y], or x. prayen for )>e on )>at oo syde, ccc. cryen vengaufioe ' 
yp-on )>e on ]>e o])er syde. }>aa makyst hem to ley^he whom 
]>au relenyst wytA o^peres good, ft makyst hem to wepe whom 
)>oa wy t^holdyst her« good ; secundum Abnyle '. }>is contricyoan i a 
in }>in ende ft }>in almes is a iape to god ft dampnacyonn to ]>i 
sowle. )Mrfore, be sory for }p\ synne, ft restore }p\ dette ft )>i 
wrong to hem whom }po\x hast hynderyd or harmyd, or be in 
wyll )>«rto, ^if J>ou wer« of powers, ft in )n sorwe purpose full i6 
to forsake ]>i synne for eu^re, & loke ]7i sorwe be more for 
wretthyug of god }7an for dreed of helle, ft }>anne ))e skeet of ]>i 
contricyoun castyth out clene ]>e wose of ati \i synne. 

[ A Young Man damned in spite of his Feigned Contrition,] ao 

A young man Exaumple *. Cesarius seyth pat a jong man ly ved in leccherye, (^ 

Sc was vicyous in opere synnes. on his dedebedde, he was 

oonfeMed on hit schreuyn, ft wepte, ft proferyd to makyn amendys as ferrforth 

death-body and 

oifered to make as his catell myjt areche. he was howselyd & anelyd, ft dyed, 24 

Neiwt^l^he & apperyd to oon of his frendys in lyknes of a deuyl, & seyde 

friend as a devil. }^q ^^g dampnyd. his freend seyde, * \>at is wonder to me ! J>ou 

weptyst for sorwe of ]>i synne, J>ou were howselyd & anelyd as 

[FoL 67 b.] holy cherch techyth, why ]?anne art | pou dampnyd 1 ' pe deede 38 

£d nSt^bwn" answerde, ft seyde, * my wepyng ft my sorwe was nojt perfy3t, 
perfect; 

^ Ecclesiasticas xxxiv. 29 (?). 

' MS. in margin : * note bene de vindicta.* ' Cf. p. 5, note i. 

* MS. in nuii^n : ' Narracio de quodam iuuene Inzurioso & yicioso in 
aliJB pccis confessus fdit commt(i»icatiM & onctiM & tandem dampnat«« quia 
voluit recidiuasse.' (The gaps of this note are filled up by means of the 
Index in the MS. fol. 233.) 
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for it was more for dreed of helle ]5an for sorwe of wretthyng 

my god. & also my conscyens telde me J^at jif I had wyst to 

haue lyued, I wolde no^t have sorwyd for my synnes, ne haue 

4 be schreue, & I thou3te ^if I my^t haue scapyd my sykenes & 

haue lyved, I wolde haue turned Men to my synne. berfore, my and, therefore, 
, , , T , / he was damned 

sorwe avayled me no3t, but I am dampnyd for euere. ft* ever. 

}?erfore, beeth ware be-tym'es, & sorwyth for ^OMxe synne more 
8 for f>e offens of y^v/re god }>an for dreed of helle ! & ]?anne is l>e 
skeet of y>ure contricyoun sufficyent & spedefuli to castyn out 
"^oure wose of synne. 

[Ths Young Canon and the Jews Daughter.^ 

Jj Cesarit«« ^ seyth : In ingelond was a ^ong chanoun of a gret A young canon 

13 mynstre, cosyn to ]?e bysschop of J?at same dyocyse, & he louyd 

a iewys dowter of bat cyte, dwellyng wytA here fadjrr & modyr, loved the 

, daughter of a 

and sche louyd him a3en. but sche was kept so streyt in, w^^ Jew. 

16 fadyr & modyr, bat here loue & sche myat noat come to-gydere But they could 

not meet except 
but it were on good fry5-ny3t ; for, ]?awne, alle iewys bledyn be- on g<»d Friday 

nethyn for wreche of cristes deth. ffor, whan pylate seyde to ]?e 

iewys, * I am vngylty of J>e blood of crist,' ]?e iewys seydin a^en 

20 to pylate, * his blood be on vs Be on alle oure chyldren ! ' }>erfore, 

on good fryi-nyst, alle |?e iewys lyen & bledyn be-nethyn. & when the Jewi 

. , . ^^ , lie down and 

f)at ny^t ]?e chanouw lay be )je iewys dowter. On }>e satyrday, bleed. On Satur- 

be ]?e morwen, ]?e fadyr ros be-tymes, whan his blood was *J?« Jj^ J^d 

24 stauwchyd, & sey3 }7e chanoun in his dowtery* bed wytA here. ^^ ***® canon. 

J?e iewe durste nojt sle hym, for he was }>e bysschoppys neve, 

but f)e iewe cryed lowde, & seyde, * what doost ]Jou here, }?ou 

fals cristen) man ? where is ^p\ feyth % * }>e chanoun ran out to 

28 his cherche, al aschamyd. bat day, he schulde rede be bysschoppys That day the 

' canon was to 

pystett. he durste noat for schame be schreuyn. he stood in read the epistle 
^^ ^ '' ^ at the bishop's 

his vestement be-fore )?e bysschop afore }>e pystell. l?e iewe, (bis uncle's) 



wvtA alle neyabours, comyth in-to be cherche to accuse be The Jews went 
. , . into the church 

32 chanoun to his bysschop how he lay be his dowter bat nyjt. to accuse him 

publicly. 
]>anne, )?at 3onge chanoun was a-dred to a be schamyd, & was 

^ MS. in margin : ' narraeto.' 

N 
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ButtheouioQ futt in herte tory for his leccherye, & )Mit holy tyme dan, & 

hearL and |iro- seyde in his herte, ' Lord god, helpe me }pi% honre, & I behote 

penance. |>e }pat I gchal be schreue, ft do penannce, & nea«re do ^Hm 

cnrsyd dede more ! ' ))e bysschop wende ]7e iewys hadde come to 4 

]>e cherche to a ben conuertyd, ft askyd hem why ))ei conD thedyrt 

And when the ]7e iewys openyd her« mowthys to accasen ]7e chanonn of his 

vOws openod 

tjieir mouUii, leccberye, ft )7ei my3t speke neuere a woord. ]7e bysschop 



wende )>ei hadde scomyd hym ft holy cherche, ft dyde hem be 8 

The canon pat out at ]7e dorys. )>e chanoun, afW, schroof hym to ])e 

entered * - , ^ - . 

•tricter order, bysschop of Jxit synne, ft entryd in-to a streyter« relygyonn, « 

became a nun. jje lewys dowtyr was baptyzed, ft was a nunne. 

Such ia the Lo, how bis skeet^ of pcrfyit sorwe sauyd be chanoun fro la 

power of oontri- ^ ^ r 

t»n! wordly schame, ft [kest 1] })e wose of synne owt of hym ft of ]>e 

iewys dowter, ft brow^t hem bothe to grace of perfyjt lyif, ft to 
ioye of heuen) in her« ende. By^t so, take ^e ]>is skeet of full 
sorwe in herte for ymrt synne, ft make 30a clene in grace, 16 
ft it schal brynge 30W to heaen)-blys in 3oar« ende. To )>at 
blysse ft£). 

[Foi. 68 a.] Csipitulum xxvij. 

De confessione. a© 

2^®Sf rin'iSi Tj^REENDYS, \>e oper day I telde 30W how je schulde casten ^ 

w^ S?* Bkeet ^^^ ^^ ^owre pytt of lustys, out of yyu/re body, ]?e nesch 

the^hwrdooBe ^^®® ^^ dedly synne, w^A a skeet of cowtrycyoun; and now 

must^Sere^' ^chal I telle 50U how 56 schal caste out }>e hard wose of jour* 24 

•skavel of con- * synne, )jat is, ]?e hard obstynacye of joure synne, wytA a scauel 

of confessioun. for ]>at scauel of clene schryfte muste nedys 

folwe sorwe of herte, ^yf ]7ou mowe haue a preest, ft ellys ^po\x 

Simile of the art out of be weye of saluacyoun. for, bowa deed flesch' be 38 

treatment of a ' . , 

wound. kut out of a wounde, wyih a scharp corryzie, J>i wounde, J^owj, 

nedyth to be pourgyd, "wyth a drawyng salue ; ellys it wolde 

rotyn ft festryn ajen. Ryjt so, Jjowj }>i dedly synne be kut out, 

^ MS. in margin : ' skeet.' ' MS. in margin : ' eTemplum bonum.' 
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yfyih sorwe of herte, fro ]5e pyt of ]?i conscyens, jit ]>i conscyens 
nedyth to be pourgyd, vryih a drawyng salue of clene schryffce, 
& ellys ]5e wouTjde of dedly synne rotyth & festryth ajen in fi 

4 soule. ffor a doctour, hugo de sancto victore ^, seyth, in a 
bodyly soor, ]x)W3 it be curyd fro dede flesch^ wytA corrosyes, 
f)ere beleuyth stylle in )je sore o))er fylthes, & d^er vnclennes 
gaderyth f)er-in, ]5at muste be purgyd out, vryih drawyng salue. 
8 Ry^t so, f>ow3 f)i synne is don out of l>i soule, wytA contricyoun, 
^it f>e wouTide & )?e hurt of ]?at synne, )je filthe & J>e vnclennesse, 
]>e whiche J^at synne made in }>i soule, as lustys mynde, freelte 
of wytA-stondyng, custome of ofte hauntyng, & suche o]?«re, 

12 schulde rotyn & festryn a^en in ]?i soule but ]?ei were pourgyd 
out, yryih clene schryfte. J?erfore, crist seyth, Mat. viij.*, * vade, 
ostende te sacerdoti ! ' go & schryue }>e to a preest ! ]>is schryfte 
muste be ^pi scauel to avoyde wytA )?e hard wose of }>i synne. 

1 6 A scauel ^, in ]5e heued beforn, hath a scho of yren scharp & 
myjti, & an heued hole & narow, & a long stele, an handyii. 
Rvit so, bi scauel of schryfte* muste haue first, beforn, a scho of The'skaverhai 
yren, )?at is, a-fom \>i schryfte ]?ou muste haue a-[fom-]record- «> m«»t yo^ 

*o yng, a-forn-rehersyng, a-for-syjt, a-fom-stodying, a-fom-avyse- J^^cttaL^ur" 
ment, }pat \>ou mowe knowe }>i symies in yi mynde, |?at afterward ""*• 
in }>i schryfte f)ou fayle nojt thruj for^etynge. J>erfore ))e Ps.* 
seyth, * Dixi,' I haue seyd before, in recordyng, my synnes for 

24 for^etyng. je \>ai comyn to ymre schryfte, & kan seye neuere 
a synne ]?at je haue do, but seyn to }>e preest, 'I kan no^t 
schryue me, good syre; aske me,' for-sothe, ymre scauel of 
schryfte fayleth his scho, ^pat is, a-fom-recordyng of J>i synne. 

28 why so ? for ^poxk recordyst nojt J?i synne beforn, J>erfore )jou 

forjetist J>i synne, & canst nojt schryue }>e. %\i schryfte be Confession by 
examjmacyoun of ]?e preest suffyseth to J>i saluacyouw, jif )jou pnest's ezamin- 
kunne no^t schryue ]?e ; but jit fi mede is ]?e lesse, for ]jou expedient; 

32 wylt nojt study en ne trauaylen to leryn for to schryue ]5e. 

jif )jou knowe J>e in a synne, & wylt nojt be schreuyn )>erof but if the person 

* For Hugo de St. Victore, cf. Migne, Patr. Lat. torn. 175. p. 177. 
^ Matt. viii. 4. ^ MS. in maigin : * Scauel, quore et nota.* 

^ MS. in margin : < no^n de co^essione.* ' Ps. xxxi. 5. 
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knew hit iiii hat )>€ preest aake )7e }>frof, & )>afuie ]xm seyit it to )ie preest. 



oonfMonit be-cau8e }povL knowyst it, & wylt no^t tellyn it bilt ^ preest 

aske )7e, ft ))anne )>ou seyst it ; ]>at tchrifle profyjteth )>e iio|t 

Alto jour reooU to bi saluacvoun, secundum quosdom. bis scbo of r60ord7iiff4 

lectioii mutt be "^ "^ ' , 

•|»rp with }pi synne muste be echarpe in schame of ]>i synne. )if )wa 

[Fol. 58 b.] stood al nakyd opynly in a gret feyr«, )>oa schnldyst | be sore 
a-schamyd of }p\ priue membrys )>at alle men seen bem ; mycbe 
more owyst }7ou to ben a-scbamyd of )>i synne fowl ft borriUe, 8 
in ]7e sy^t of god ft of alle seyutes. ApMtolifs, ' Qnem frnctoM 
habuistis in qutbut nunc erubescitis,' Rom. Yj.^ Hugo de sondo ^ 
victore seyth, scbame is a gret parcelt of amendys for ]>i Bjnme. 
}p\& scbame muste be so scharpe, )>at ]x>a auaunte )>e no^t for )n '' 

andttronffin synne for scbame. ]>e scho of recordyng )>i synne* muste be 
myjty, |>at it breke nojt of ]?e scauel for ony schame, tyl ]xm 
be sclireuyn }>erof. ffor Salomon seyth in hise prouerbys ', he 
}pai Echryueth him no^t of his synnes, he schal no^t be sauyd ; '^ 
he }pai is schreuyn }peroi, & forsakyth his synnes, he schal haue 
mercy. J>erfore, lokyth )jat J?e scho of joure scauel, }pai is, fe 
recordyng of ymre synne, be scharp in schame ft my^ti in wytt 
to be Bchreuyn. )>er-fore seyth }pt 'Psahnigtre *, * Dixi : oonfite- so 
bor.' I haue seyd ft recordyd my synne in scharp schame, 
I schal be schreuyn of my synne, wytA a my^ti wyll ft desyre. 

The head of the ]>e heued of ]7is scauel muste be accusyng }>i-self, no^t excus- 

accusation. yng )ji-self in colouris ', and puttyng J)e defawte of ]>i synne on »4 
o)>ere persones, as )>us ; ' god ^af me no my3t to wyt^stondyn 
it. 6\>ere folk dyde me don it. It was dperys defaute ft no^t 
myn. myn husbonde dede me don it, my wyif dyde me don 
it, or my wyif was cause ]>erof more ]>an I. temptacyouns ft a8 

Do not impute sterynges of opere dyde me don it.' towche non o]>er ]>an Jn- 

your tint to , , 

othert! self! make strey^t ]>is heued ft narow, ]>at it towche J^i-self 

ft non oipere 1 strey^tly accuse fi-self ft non oJ>er ! as dautd 

^ Bom. vi. 31. 

' MS. in margin : ' ])e scho of ])e Boanel sine reoordacio peooatorum,* 
^ Prov. zxviii. 13. * Pa. xxxi. 5. 

' MS. in maigin : * ]>e hede of tcanel, sine acoosacio sui ipsiiM non ex- 
cusacto noto.* 
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seyde to god, *Ego peccaui^/ I dyde ]>is synne of myn owen 

wyckydnes. Prouerftea xviij.* ^ Justin prior accusator e«<.8ui/ 

colours no^t )>i schryft \>q fayrest owtewardc, but seye a^ens ]>i- 

4 self as foul, as horryble, as it was do. ]?erfore seyth.)>e Ps. 

*Dixi: confitebor aduersum me,' I haue seyd my synne in 

herte recordynge, I scbal knowe my synne in schryfte a^ens 

my-self. 

8 l5is beued, accusacyoun in schryfte, muste be hole in symply- Self-accusation 
. , , , , " 1^ " must be candid 

cite ; ]5at is, loke in J>i schryfte ]jat it be symple & nojt double 

in thynkyng oon, and tellyng an-o]>er ; as ]>ou seyst to ]>e preest, 

I forsake my synne, & in ]>in herte )>ou purposyst to turne 

12 a3en to ]?i synne. ne telle nojt in ]>i schryfte flatcryng iapys andpiain- 
& talys, ne o^peve processe Ipat longeth nojt to Jn schryfte ; but 
symplely late )>in herte & )>i tunge acorde in one, & reherse in 
^pi schryfte no proces but )>at nedyth. for summe in schryfte 

1 6 schal tarye ]>e preest wytA sleueles talys ]>at no-thyng longyth 

to schryfte. 

dh Also loke "bat be heued of bi scauel be hole in truthe ', bat it must be true 
^^ ^ ' ^ ... and complete, 

it be nojt brokyn wyt A lesynges & falsnes, in lying on ]>i-self 

ao or on ober«. And loke bi schryfte be hole to oo preest, & nost delivered all to 
, ,; , ,^ onepriest, 

to manye ; on gobet told to oon preest, an-o]?«r gobet told to 

an-of)er preest, is no3t goodly. Also loke ]>is heued of ]>i 

scauel be hole in schryfte of alle yi synnes, )>at no synne be and comprising 

34 kept vnschreuyn ; for ]?awne wer« att lost. Exaumple ; ^if an 

hole be opyn in a schyppe, \>ai ]>e water may entryn in, )>ow5 Simile of a leaky 

alle olpere holys of )>at schyppe ben stoppyd, ]je schypjD 

I drenchyth, for \>ai on hole is opyn ; ryjt so, in schryfte. for [Fol. 69 a.] 

28 on dedly synne vnschreuyn ]>ou schalt be dampnyd, ]>of alle 
)>in o]?er« dedly synnes be schewyd in schryfte to ]?e preest. 
On a kynges borde is sett hole breed* & no brokyn breed. 
Ryjt so, to J>e kynge« borde of heuen> sette no brokyn schryfte, 

32 but sett )?cron an hole schryfte ! ^if ]>ou haue manye dedly 
wouwdys, & alle ben curyd saaf one, jet fat oon wourwie sleth 

* 2 Reg. (2 Sam.) xxiv. 17. * Prov. xviii. 17. 

' MS. in margin : ' ]>e heued of scauel sine ventas.* 
* MS. In margin : ' exemplum,^ 
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]>e. Ryjt 80, )if 'pan scbryve \>e of alle )n dedly synnes sane of 

on, 'ptit one dedly synne schal dampne ]>e. 

Seir-Menntion IT Also loke )>e heued of bi scanel be hole in discrecyoim A fi 

mmt be reMon- , 

•bl6b in resoun \ in chargyng ]n synnes aft«r )>ei weyin in gretnes, 4 

no^t in holdyng grete synnes smale, ne in heldyng smale synnes 

grete, but dyscretly holde hem as ]>ei are, & as ]>i oonfessour 

tellyth \fe, Sc telle ]>on no^t as a fool ]>i gode dedys, as |>iis, 

' I dede ueoere thefbe, ne leccherye, I slowe neu«re man, I faste, 8 

I wake, I praye, I do penaunce.' J^ise gode dedys nedyn no^i 

to be schewyd in schryfbe, bnt schewe ]nn euele dedys in pi . 

confessionn, & ]>at is discrecyonn. Fs.* ' Dixi : oonfitebor ad- 

utfrsum me iniosticiam ' — non dicit bonitatem. la 

IT Also pia heued of thy scauel in schr3rfte it muste be hole ^ 

relaiiiiff only in propyrhed •, in 00 pece, nojt brokyn in dynerse pecys ; pat 

iiot those of 18^ holly accuse I>i-self of }>in owne propyr synnes, & bieke nojt 

]7i schryfbe in accusyng o]>er8 synnes, as pe husbonde tellyth )>e 16 

wyves defawtes, & pe wyif p» husbondys defaw^tcs. telle pin 

owne synnes, & no^t ]>i ney^bouris synnes ; for [yif] J'i schryfte 

be nojt hole of pin owen propyr synnes, but it is brokyn in-to 

oper mennys synnes, it profyteth no3t. periore, say pin owne 20 

synnes, late opere mennys be I Ps. * Dixi : confitebor aduersum 

me iniusticiam meam ' — non dictt alienam. 

it matt alBo be Also pe heued of fis scauel in schryfbe, pat is, accusyng Jf 

]>i-self, it muste be hole in lownes & in worschippe, in obeying 34 

lowly to pe preest, to receyue of him mekely penaunce, his 

techyng & his reprcuyng. and nojt vnworschipp pon pe preest I 

telle pon no^t his counseyl pat he seyde to pe in scbryfte, de- 

praue hym no3t, lye no^t on him, dyspise hym no^t, carpe pan a8 

no^t a3ens him in confessioun, w^ prowde k vnresonable 

woordys, refuse nojt Jn penaunce vnbuxomly I but, as to pe 

mynistre of god al-holy, meke pe lowe, obeye pe to him, loue 

hiw», drede hym, beleue in his woordys, worschipp) hym; for ]>i 32 

^ MS. in margin : ' ]>e hede of 'pe scauel sit integrum in discrectone & in 
racione.* 

2 Pb. xxxi. 5. 

^ MS. in margin : ^ confeesio sit tua non aliena.' 
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schryfte is no^t only to hym ne for him, it is for fi god & to J>i 
god. Ps. ^ Dixi : confitebor aduersufTi me iniusticiam' meam 
domtno * — non dictt hommi, sec? dowtno. 
4 ]>e scho & ]7e heued in \v& scauel of confessioun I haue teld 
jotfc ; an-o)>«r day, I schal telle of J>e handle fer-of. 

\A Clerk the Murderer of a Goldsmith,'] 

(§ Cesariw« seyth ^ : In ]>e cyte Accabatenci*, a jung clerk poore A clerk and hi» 

8 of good seyde to a goldsmyth, hys ney^bonre, ]7at a marchaant 

was come to his hows, & wolde byen vessell & cowpys of gold & 

of syluer of dyuers foormys. be ffoldsmyth folwyd be clerk, allured a goid- 

^ , *^ , , , , , , ■™>*** '^^^ **^®»'^ 

Yfvui myche vessel of ffold & syluer. when he was entryd be house, and 

^ •^ • ® , •^ ^ ^ murderedhim. 

13 clerkys hows, ]?e clerk & his sustyr slowyn hym, & threwyn 

hym in a gonge. seruaunty^ of ]?e goldsmythes sow3tyn hym They were dis- 

at )je clerkys hows be suspycyoun, & foundyn hym in a gonge, 

slayn. | fe clerk & his suster were dampned to ]?e fyir be ]?e [FoJ. 59 b.] 

1 6 lawe. )>e clerk wolde no^t be schreuyn, & brente alt to asschys. to be burnt." 

his suster was schreuyn, &, be be vertu of schryfte, was vn- The sister con- 

^ ' * y -^ » fe88ed,andwa8 

towchyd of ^pe fyir. »ved from the 

Lo, what be Bcauel of shryf te dyde to here ! sche was sauyd. Such is the 
' ^ J J J > power of shrift. 

2o here brothyr was brent. ]?erfore, beth schreuyn of ymre synne, 

& saue 50U fro fyir of belle to lyve in blysse I Ad quod &©. 



CB/pituluTfi xxviij"^. 
De confessione. 

^ rriHE Q)peT day, I telde \>ai schryfte was a scauel, to caste J>e 
25 -A. harde wose of ymre synne out of ymre pytt of lustys. J>e 
two partys of )?is scauel of confessioun, I haue told 30W, }pai is, 
be scho & be heued ; and now I schal tel 50U of be handyl in bis The handle of 

^ * ^ -^ J - J theskavelof 

28 scauel of confessioun. confession. 

^ MS. in margin : ' narracio de clerico panpero q«t cum sorore sua 
p/'opter iocalia sua aurifabrum occiderunt, no^a bme de confessione.* 

2 Corrupted from Civitas Attrabatensis — ArraB ; of. Caesarius Heister- 
bacensis, ed. J. Strange, vol. i. p. 130. 
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TbebuidleliM \nB handyl maste be in leogthe vj. spanne, \>at is, it miute 

six pttrti^ wnfob 

wn: i.expliett- hane vj. parcellys longynge perto, ]7e ferate spanne in lengthe, 

it moste be nakyd \ \>ai is, opynly schewyd out in oonfeasioiaii to 

]>e vnderstondyng of ]>e oonfessonr, & no3t colonred in therk & 4 

fayr0 woordys. 

))e S0cunde spanne in lengthe of \>is handyl muste be ry^thede. 

for ^if piB handyl be wrong, it is ynspedefufi to werke wyth. 

as \mB ; in pi schryfte say ry^tly in what astat & what degre 8 

were ]>ou, whanne ]>ou dedyst \>at synne, & in what astate or degre 

was )>e oper persone by whom pan synned, wer« Jxm or pe oper 

persone syke or hole, chyld or of full resoun, jung or olde, pore or 

ryche or gentyl, fre or bonde, wyttyng or vnwyttyng, wyth J)i wylt " 

or a3en8 }>i wyll, weddyd or sengytt, of )>i kyn or of straungerys, 

seculers or relygyous, clerk or lewyd, mayde or wydewe, of )>i 

gostly kynrede or nay, of }>in afifynyte or nay, or cristen) man 

or iewe. telle also ry^t what synne pan hast do, & wher« pcM i6 

dydest ]7at synne, in pryue place or opyn place, in holy place or 

oper place, dedyst ]7i synne alone or wytA helpe Sc strengthe of 

opere, or be operea couwfort. telle ry3tly how manye, & whiche 

J>ou hast harmyd be procuryng of opere, or be Jnn owyn steryng so 

to synne. dedyst pou J?at synne be Jnn owen) malyce, wyth- 

outyn temptacyoun, or ellys be temptacyoun of pe feend, of ))i 

flesch, or of pe worldc 1 why dedyst po\i f>at sywne, in malyce or 

in gamen, for coueytise or for poucrte & nede, for reccheleshede 34 

or for despy^t & for contempte ? dedyst pon synne drunken or 

sobre, for loue or for hate, for hungyr or thryst, for cold or hete, 

or nedeles in hastynes, or wyth avysement 1 Telle ryjtly how ^ 

ofte povL dedyst pat synne, how foule pon dedyst )jat synne, a8 

slepyng or wakyng, what tyme dedyst pat synne, in lentyn, in 

fastyng dayes, in holy festys, or in werke-dayes, or in tyme of 

goddys seruyse. how ofte & how longe hast pou synned & mys- 

pendyd )ji lyif ? how manye matynes, massis, euesang^^, howrys, 3 a 

prechynges, offrynges, & opere gode dedys, hast pou omytted & 

fay led 1 how ofte hast pou iangelyd, rownyd, & slept, in tyme of 

^ MS. in margin : ' handil of ]>e scauel most be vj. spanne in lenght. 
I. confessio sit nuda. confessio non [sit] colorata. no<a bene.*^ 
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dyuyne seruyse in holy cherche? telle }>ou ry5tly in f>i con- 
fessiouw )>e circumstauTMxe of Jje synne, & whawne )?au dedyst 
)?at synne, a-forn \>i penauTice or after, yersua : ' Quis, quid, 
4 vbi, per quos, qta)eiens, cur, qt^omoc^o, quancfo ? ' 

(^ ]?e thridde spanne in )je handyl of })i schryfte muste be 3. speedineat, 
spedyhed, wyt^-outyn delaying, tarye ]?ou nojt fro day to day, 
fro woke to woke, fro ^er^ to ^erc, ne tyl art seek, or tyl deth 
8 corny th ; but whawne ):ou felyst ]?e in dedly synne, spedely & 
has-jtely be schreue, & abyde no lengere. [Fol. 60 a.] 

5^ )?e iiij. sparme of ]?is handyl in schryfte is wepyng, no^t 4* weeping, 
ley^hyng chere in herte, in face, in ey3e, but, as Marye mawdelen) 

12 dede, wassche ]?ou ]?e feet of crist, ^pai is, his manhod, wytA 
wepyng terys in ^p\ confessioun, & crist schal cacche out of ]je 
vij. feendys, ]?at is, vij. dedly synnes, as he dede out of marye 
mawdelen). & ]?anne schalt ^pG\^. haue for^euenesse & mercy, as sche 

16 hadde & seynt Petyr for here wepyng. for wepyng is )>e watyr 
\>at ihesM desyreth to drynken, Becunduat doctores, after whiche 
watyr of wepyng he thrysted on J?e cros, & seyde, 'I haue 
thryst,' \>ai is, for helth of mannys soule, for wepyng of mawnys 

20 synne. fl&gure here-of Tohawwis iiij*^.^ crist restyd him be ]>e t^^^P'^i^x 
pyt & J>e welle of samarye, ^pai is, be \e synfuit body, sory of his 
synne. & crist askyd watyr of }>e womman Samaritan, \>ai is, he 
askyth watyr of wepyng terys of synfafl soule for his synnes. 

34 scripture seyth, ' lacrime extinguwwt victorwm flammas,' wepyng 
qwenchytz )?e flammys of synne. 

(^ f>e V. spanne of }>is handyl in schryfte is often echryujmg for J^^*®* *^"" 
for^etyng. ^if \i scherte be vsyd al \>% jere vnwasschyn, be J>e 

28 ^erys ende it is ryjt foul. }?i lauendere may nojt, )>anne, wasschen ^^?^ ^^^^ 
it als why^t & als clene as ^if it be wasschyn euery woke onys. 
}?erfore, oftyn be jjou wasschyn in |>i schryfte, & )?awne schalt \>oxk 
be clene. for }>e oftere )?i scauel castyth out wose, )>e suwnere 

33 ]>i pyt is clene; J>e seldere )ji scauett is vsed, )je lengere it is or 
}>i pyt be farmyd. 

^ ]>e vj. spanne in fe handyl of }>i confessiouw is frelyhede ; 6. Spontaneity. 

1 John iv. 6. 
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))ftt frely, be \n good wytt, for lone A denocyoon to god, paa art 
achreuyn, ))anne is )>i Bchryfte medefiitt. for ^ schaine of pe world, 
or dreed of deth, or dreed of helle, oompelle \>e ])erto, & no|i lone 
to godwardtf, ne deaocyoun, ne }>i fre wyl, ]>anDe }n Bduyfle is 4 
■wpptooTa ]io}t worth. Exaumple ^ ]>i seroaiint or }>i bonde-num is fals & 
Jrfcjur^ vnkynde to )>e, }?at wyl nojt serue }>e, but rennyth awey to pi 
most enemye, & serayth him, tyl pen pattyst hym in prieoiin or 
in stokkys, & ))anne he tameth to ]>e, ft serayth ]>e awhyle. )>i8 8 
is for no lone but for dreed, for whenne be is lowse, sone after 
he rennyth awey a^en. ]>ou kunnyst hym no thank, for he serayth 
pe no3t for loue. Ey^t so, whyl ]>ou art heyl, \>aa art fala ft 
vnkynde to pi god, and seruyst his most enemye, ]>e feend^ in xa 
synne. whanne god settyth ]>e in stockys of sykenes, or in 
prisoun of deth-euyti^, pBirme tumyst paa to god, & art schreuyn, 
ft behotyst to seruyn hym. but as sone as pon art heyl a^en, ]>aa 
art fals to god, ft seruyst a^en ]>e deuyl. god kan pe no thank, i6 
for ]>ou louyst him nc^t. for whan ]xni art schreuyn no3t for 
loue of god but for dreed of wordly schame, or for dreed of 
syknes, or for dreed of deth, or for dreed of peyne of belle, \nB 
handyll is to schort, it is no^t worth, make it a spanne lengere, ao 
wytA fre wyl, fre loue, ft fre deuocyoun to god, er }>ou be 
compellyd perto be sykenes or be deth ! & ]?anne god louyth J>c, 
& }7anne bast ]>ovl a good scaueti to caste wyth out pi wose. 
[Fol. 60 b.] take pou J>is scauel of schryfte, wytA alle | thre partes, wyih 24 
scho, heued, ft handyl, as I haue told pe in two tymes, & laboure 
faste, ft caste out pe hard wose of ]7i synne! 'Confiitemini 
alterutrum peccoto ve^^ra' I ' 

[The English Witch who died Unahriven,'] 28 

A witch died CesaritM, pat clerk, tellyth ' fat a wycche in Ingelonde (^ 

wolde nojt be schryuen, whann sche dyed, be here byddyng, 

whanny sche was deed, here frendys sowedyn [here] in hertys 

She was buried ledyr, ft closyd here in a stonyn coofere boundyn aboutyn wyih 3 a 
in a coffin of 

stone fastened iij. yreu cheynes, ft pe 1yd abouyn schett ft sowdyd, wyih leed ft 



MS. in margin : * ExempZum.* * James v. 16. 

' MS. in margin : * Narrocto de confessione.' 



cH. XXVIII.] The Story of an Unfaithful Penitent. 187 

yren. hyre sone, a munke, & here dowjter, a nunne, wokyn hew 

body iij. ny^tes in cherche, as sche bad hem ; & jif grche abyde 

sty lie in J>e cherche iij. ny3tes, J>awne schulde J>ei berye [here] pe 

4 day aftyr. be two ferste nyates, in syat of alle bo bat wokyn here, But fiends broke 

the chains in 
feendys comyn, & brokyn vp be cherche dorys, & two cheynes of three sub- 

.. sequent nights, 

]>ai stonyn conre. j^e myd-cheyne was stylle hole, "pe iij. ny5t, 

at cokkys crowyng, J^e feendys comyn a^en, wytA dyn & crye, Ipat 

8 alt J>e cherc^ quakyd, & ]>e erthe also. Oon of ]?e feendys J>at 

was maystcr-feend, most horryble & foul, prowdely wente to J^e 

body, & bad here be name aiyse. sche seyde, ' I may no^t for 

]?is yren cheyne.' ]?e feend seyde, ' for I>i synne Ipe cheyne schal 

1 2 breke 1 ' ]>e feend brak ]?at myd-cheyne, & with his foot smote 

awey ]?e 1yd. sche ros opynly, in syjt of alle here wakerys, & 

roiTJiK went out at be cherche-dore, & was sett on a blak and carried her 

brennyng deuyl, & bom to }>e pytt of helle. 

1 6 why 1 for ]?e scauel of schryfte had no^t cast out ]?e wose of 
here synne. ]?erfore, beeth ware, & vryih J>is scauel ferme yyu/re 
pyttl 

[The Fiend and the Unfaithful Penitent,] 

20 Cesarius \ A feend wonyd in braban in an howse, & telde 

opynly euery man ]?at com) thedyr his synne, whiche he was no^t 

schreuyn of. A man was schreuyn of a preest, & in herte he A man who had 

,. . , r -, eonfe8sed,with- 

purposyd to turne aien to his synne. bis man wente to be feend, out serious 

" * repentance, was 

34 & lokyd in at Ipe dore. J>e feend seyde, * come hedyr, freend, ]?ou ^^^.^ ^ "^ 



art catlycked & qwyt of pi synnes in pi schryfte.' pe feend '^e^^^- 
opynly tolde out alle his synnes to att pe peple, for ali his 
schryfte. why 1 for his schryfte was no^t worth, for he purposed 

38 to turne a^en to his synne. pe man was a-schamyd, & was 

schryuen to a preest, wyXh full purpos to forsakyn his synne. & He confessed 
J>anne be, be pe byddyng of pe preest, wente a^en to pe feend, be returned, 
& lokyd in at pe dore. An-oJ)er man stondyng besyde seyde 

32 to ]?e feend, ' lo feend, J>i freend is comyn a^en to loke how pon 
faryst. telle vs a^en his synnes as }>ou^edyst jysterday. pe 

^ MS. in margin : ' Narracio de confessione.* 
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the flend kncfv feend seyde, 'I knowe hym nojt, it is no^t he )>at I aocnsyd 
hini DO iDOftt* 

jysterday.' }>e peple helde }>e feend a lyere, ft ]>at man was 

eauyd fro 8chame. 

8e here ]>at fals schiyfte profyjteth nojt, & trewe schiyfie 4 
castyth out synoe. take this scauel of trewe schiyfte, & caste 
out J'tfr-wyth }>i wose of eynne ! and )>anne schal grace entryn 
]7i soule here, & in }pm ende ]70U schalt entryn endeles ioye ! Ad 
quod &c> 8 

CB/pitulum xxix™. 

De Satisfaccione. 

^^'^'^^^JScM^iS T ^-^UE told 50U her«-be-fom how je schul castyn out of J>e ^ 

fJi^KPofcurw Py*^ ^^ JOMTC conscyens ]?e corrupt watyr of )>e gret curs, 12 

wytA J)e scope of penauns, & }>e wose of dedly synne, wytA J>e 

[Fol. 61 a.] skete of contricyoun & wytA }>e scaueit | of confessioun. but 

and the oose of now, me muste telle 30W [how] ^e schal schouele clone out be 

deadly siii* 

even the crumbs crommys of }>e wose of synne, wytA J)e schouyl of satysfaccyoun*. 16 

muslTbe^SSiout, for ]x)W5 Jn wounde, ]?i sore, & |>in hurte, be delyueryd fro deed 

of aatisfcction/ flesch, ]?at is, of dedly synne, be \>q corrysie of contricyoun, & 

also made clene, wytA drawynge salue of confessioun, ^it, it 

Satisihotion is nedyth to ben helyd vp, wytA an helyng salue of satisfaccyoun, 20 

like a healing »> x *^ . 

«ive. ellys it wolde be stylle sore & neu«re hole, ^if }>ou be of power«, & 

haue tyme J>«rto. 'quia non remittitur pecca^m, donee restitu- 

atttr ablatum/ xiiij. questio yj.' ^if pon be neuere of powere to 

restore & to makyn amendys, & ]>oxl woldyst makyn amendys, ^yf 34 

It is indispens- bou my^test, SO bat bou makyst amendys as fer-forth as bi catel 
able for attain- r jy > r r j j r 

ing salvation. & pi good mowyn enteyne, ]?anne J^i sorwe & pi sclir3rfte schal 
be pi saluacyoun, & ellys nou3t. for hugo de sancto victore ' 
seyth, })0W3 god be mercyfull, he also is ryjtfuli. Jjerfore, he 28 
forjeuyth no^t so synne but pat he askyth peyne. as he forjeuyth 
synne be his gret mercy in sorwe & in schryfte, so he askyth 

^ MS. in margin : < schouele of satisfaooioun.' 

^ Gapitulum i. Causa 14. Quaestio 6 [Corpus Juris Canonici, i. 742]. 

^ MS. in margin : * hngo de sancto victore.' 
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penauwce & amendys in satysfaccyouw of his gret ryjtwysnes, 
Jeanne, after jOMtie contricyoun & confessioun, jif ^e haue tyme & 
powers, je muste take ]?e schoae!} of satysfacc^ouT^, ^if 50 wytt 

4 be sauyd. 

Satysfaccyouw is to fulfylle J>i penauTice enioyned of J>e Satigftictionisto 
preest, & to pay J>i dettys to qwyke & dede & to holy cherche, piy one's debts. 
& to restore ))at J>ou hast falsely gett, to makyn amendys for ]?i J^one^andn^er 

8 wrongys & ]?e harmys ]?at J>ou hast don, & no more to turne ^^^ ^ *"* 

a^en to f>i synne. for a wouTide or a sore often hurte is ful 

hard to makyn hole. * NvXnue iteratum tardius sanatt«r.' ' Inanis 

peni^e/icia est, quam sequens culpa coinqt^inat/ 

^ A schouyl hath iij. thynges : a scho, an hened, & an handyl. The shoe, the 
Ct? " a ^ o / y head, and the 

13 -Ry^t so, secundum hugo/iem de ^anoio victore, satysfoccyouw handle of the 
, 7 ^ ,/ shovel of satis- 

hath iij. thynges*, J)is thre princypatt partyes; Almes-dede, *»«*»^ '^pj^^ 
fastyng, & prayers. In almes-dede god reseyuyth of vs J>at "^» ^^ prayer. 

16 we jeuyn to J?e pore, as crist him-self seyth in ]?e gospeit, 
Mat. XXV.' In fastyng & in bodyly penaunce god takyth of vs 
sacryfise of a trubelyd spyrite. Ps.' * Saciificiuw* deo spinous 
contribulattw.' In prayerc god takyth of vs an ofiEryng. 

20 Kngustinusj ' Omms oracto oblacto est.' 

)?e scho of Jje schouele is be-forn in J)e heuyd ; ry^t so, in Abna-giTing. 

schouele of satysfaccyouri, ferst be-fom muste be a scho, & ^pai is 

almes-dede. Qri^ostomue, in im^erfecto Opere, xv. super Mat- 

24 theum*. he askyth whi almes-dede schul go be-fore proyere ? & Why it ought to 
' 'J © jr J precede prayer. 

he answeryth f)erto him-self, & seyth, for almes-dede is noryscher« 
& makers redy )?e weye to god a-fom pe face of prayere, pat 
prayere folwyng after almes-dede, mowe fynde redy weye to 

38 god & redy place to his mercy, as a purveyowr goth be-forn 
to takyn an jn for his mayster ; and as pe yren scho of pe 
schouele entryth be-fore in-to pe wose, pat pe heued of pe 
schouele my^te entren in after : so almes-dede owyth to go be-fore 

33 to god to askyn helpe, pat prayere folwyng, mowe spedyn in 

^ MS. in margin : < satisfaccto trta : elemosina, ieiunmm, oracio.* 
« Matt. XXV. 40. » Pb. li. 19. 

* For the so-called ' Opus imperfectum in Matthaeum ' cf. Migne, Patr. 
Graeca, torn. 67. p. 2. 
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How Alms ought to be given. Prayer. 
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grace. Salomon ^ seyth, ' Ante oroaonem prvpara animam 
tuam/ A-fom ]n prayers make redy )>i soule, | ]xit is to Beyne, 
make redy Jn soole, ferst in almes, & ]>anne praye }mB after, 
fiecwndum criwstomum vt supra. As oyle 3yueth ly3t to )>e 4 
laumpe ', so almes jeuyth lyjt of feyth to prayers, for to haae 
trust & feyth to spede. whanne a leche, be-fom his curd, is wel 
rewardyd wytA jyftes, )>anne afterward )>e gladlyere he doth 
his kurmyng to make ]>e seke hole. Ysa. lij.(?) ^periove, rewarde 8 
]n leche lihesM, ferst in hegynnyng of ]n satysfaccyoun, wyth 
3yftes of almes-dede to }>e pore ; for )>at ]>ou 3euyst to ]7e nedefott, 
]?ou jeuyst it to god, Mat. xxv.': and ])anne ihe^u gladly & 
redyly schal make ]?e hole in soule. Thol). iiij.^ ' Elemosina ab la 
omni p^ccato liberat.' but )>is scho almes, it muste be scharpe 
befom in wyl to forsake Jn sjome. for it is more scharp to ))e 
synnere, & more greuyth him, to leuyn his synne }>an to geuyn 
almesse. }>erfor0, scharpe }>is scho almes-dede in forsakyng )>i 16 
synne. * Miserere anime tue placens deo *.* A leche byddeth ]>e 
syke ynder his cure, ^if he be curable & wyl be hole, 'pat he 
absteyne hym fro noyous metys & drynkes. Kyjt so, to }>e 
ip sykenes of dedly synne, 3yf }>ou wylt be curyd & sauyd, ihe^u, 20 
\\ leche, byddeth to f>e, lot. viijo, • * Vade, noli amplius peccare,' 
Go, & be in wy!i no more to synne. for but }>in almes-dede 
be scharpe, wytA a scharpe wytt to leve f>i synne, J>e scho almes 
in J>e schouylt of \>i satysfaccyoun, is to duli J>at it schouelyth ^4 
nojt clone out |?e crommes of ]>e wose of J)i synne. Crisoe^owi^ 
vt BwprB.y ' Qui peccat & elemoeiTiam facit, perdit quod fact< ; pro 
cessato pecca^o pecco^oris datur elemosina, non pro occurente.' 

Take J>is scho almes, vryih scharp wyl to leve j^i synne, take CC 
J>anne J^e heued of J>i schouele in satysfaccyoun, \tai is, prayere "^ I 29 
Crisoe^OTim^ vt supra, he seyth, Prayere is more worthy to 
god ]?an almes or fastyng. why? for almes comyth of J>i 
temperali godys, fastyng comyth of ]>i body, but f>i prayere 3^ 
comyth out of J>in herte, & J^erfore ]>at is heued & worthyest 

^ EcclesiasticuB xviii. 23. * MS. in margin : * exemplum.^ 

' Matt. XXV. 40. * Tobit iv. ii. * Ecclesiasticns xxx. 24. 

• John viii. 11. ^ MS. in margin : * Oracic* 
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in-myddes betwen) almes & fastjmg, as ]>e heued of a schouytt is 

in-myddes be-twen J^e scho & j^e handytt. QxHsoatomAJta super 

Maithewrriy in imperfecto opere xiij., dictt : As frankencense wel Prayer ia like 
. „ . . . . . sweet incense. 

4 made delyteth man m smellyng, wbau it is put in fyir^ so ]>i 

prayers deuoutly prayed in fyir of charyte, delyteth god in 

swetnesse. Ps.^ * Dirigattw oracto mea sicut incensum in con- 

sp6ctu tuo.' Crisostonms seyth, als sone as pi prayere is out 

8 of J)i mowth, auwgelys takyn it in hew handys, & offeryn it vp 

a-fom god. Ryjt so, J^i rounnynges, Ipi iangelynges, )?in ydell 

woordys, pi chydynge«, pi reipreajnges in holy cherche & in 

goddys seruyse, in processiouns, & in tyme of deuocyouns, 

12 feendys beryn hem fro }?i mowth, & offryn hem vp to here prince 

Sathan in helle. periore, jif |?is heued of ]>i schouett, prayere, 

be brokyn in iangelyng, in tellyng talys, in dedly synne, or in 

wycked lyvyng; Jeanne J)is heued prayere doth pe no profyjt. 

1 6 ]?erfore, kepe bi prayere hole, wytA-oute iangelyng & iapyng in Do not impair 

your prayer by 
divyn) seruyse, in clewnes of leuynff, aif bou wylt schouele out talking in 

. '^ ' , church! 

per-wyth pe wose of J)i synne. Grisoatonma super Mat^Aeum, in 

imperfecta omilia. xv., dieit, * Qui orat in peccato, non rogat 

2o deum sed deludit deuw*,' whan po\L prayist, & dost dedly synne, 

poM prayest nojt god *, | but pon iapyst god & scornyst him. per- [Fol. 62 a.] 

fore, late ]>i prayere ben hole, wytA-oute breche of dedly synne, 

& wyt^-oute iapyng & iangelyng in dyuyn) seruyse & in 

24 praying, pat it mowe avoyden )?i wose of synne. IT Whawne 

a leche ' is plesyd, wyih fayre woordys & plesyng speche, ]?anne 

<^ladly he besyeth hym to make pe seke hole. By^t so, whan 

pon plesyst ihe^u, ]?i leche, wyth plesaunt preyere no^t dyffoulyd 

28 in iangelyng ne in synne, painiie iheeu gladly makyth pe hole 

fro )?i sywne. Ysa. lij. (?) & in Tsalmo*, ' Ipee enim est qui sanat 

infirmitates tuas qui redimit de interitu vitam tuam.' be mMyr * Simile of a 

. mother's 
for here syke chylde makyth a candeli, & makyth a vowe m oflrermg-^sandle. 

33 prayere. Kyjt so, whewne pou. seest ]>i soule peryssche in dedly 

synne, no bodyli leche may cure pe. make a candel of gode 

werkys of almes-dede, luc. xij©.* & ' lucerne ardentes in manibw* 

^ Pb. 0x1. 2. ^ MS. god god. ' MS. in margin: * exemplum.' 

* Ps. cii. 3, 4. * MS. in margin : * exewjp^ttm.* • Luke xii. 35. 
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vet^is/ ft make a vowe of deuowte prayers to god, & ^p\ Bonle 
schal ben hole. Jerontmus super Matt/idtcm, ' Orooone sanantur 
pestes mentis/ 

\TU Conversion of Peter, the Haird-hearied ToOer.'] 4 

£x legenda lohonnis theolooarij '. }pere was a toilers depyd J 

Perys, wondyr-ryche, to }>e pore ynmsrcyfuii, non almes ^euynge, 

but }>e pore dyspysing, & hem betyng or cacchyng out at his 

gatys, wytA his doggys. A pore man seyde to his felawys, ' for 8 

a waiour I schal gon & askyn almes of Perys toilers, ]>iit doth 

dyspyjt to alle pore hym almes askynge. ]?e waiour was leyde. 

A beggar went l?e pore man goth to Perys hows ; & Perys bars rye-louys fro 

tol'^ter the 

Toller, and be oveii) to be pantrye. be pore man askyd hym almes. but is 

asked for almi. ' » t. ^ i t^ 

^ter angrily Perys had no stone, but for angyr & dyspyjt he kyst a rye-loof 

th ^hnm^^i^k ^ ^^® brokyu his heued. }>e pore man stowpyd, ]>e loof wente 

^^ QMyr his heued. }>e pore man ran afbsr }>e loof, he took it yp, & 

bars it to his felawys, seying )>at he hadde ]>at loof of Pers, & 16 

While ill Peter SO he wan his waiour. Two dayes afbsr, Perys was syke to be 
dreamt he ap« , . 

peared before deth, & thou^te he sy3e him-self led a-forn I>e heyj iuge crist. 

Angels baiancml & feendys he seyj, \ai puttyn alle his synnes in o scole, and 

Sit^twasltound *^^g®^ys? ^ heuy, puttyn in an-oJ>er scole on }>e oJ)sr syde })at ^o 

too light. rye-loof J>at Perys keste at J^e pore mannys heued. it weyed but 

lytel, it was nojt euen) in wey^te to his synnes. )?e aungelys 

Beyden to him, ' Perys, make ]>is rye-loof heuyers in almes-dede, 

ellys J>e feendys schal haue J)is soule.' Perys a-wook, & seyde to 24 

J)e peple, ' Syth oon rye-loof, J)at I keste in dyspyjt at Jje pore 

man, hath comfortyd me, myche more schal profyten me to jyuen 

Peter then gave almes to }7e pore for loue of god.' Jeanne ^af he atthis good to 

to the poor." be pore for be loue of god, & solde him-self, & aaf be monye to a8 

and is now a , « « -i i 1 . , 

saint in Heaven, pe pore, & after dyde myraclys manye m erthe, & now is a seynte 

in heuen). 

})srfore, takyth ]?is scho almes in }>e schouett of satysfaccyoun I 

^ MS. in margin : ' narrocto.' The authority of this story is curiously 
misquoted. It is the story of Petrus Telonarius from the Vita Sancti 
loannis Eleemosynarii in the Vitae Patrum. Cf. Migne, Patr. Lat. vol. 73. 
col. 356. 
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[A Monk saved hy the Prayers of his Brethren^ 

^ Petrus damianws dicit^: A muwke, deed lying on here in A dead monk 

cherche, at masse, at Kgnus dei, he ros vp on ]?e bere, & cursyd bier, and cursed 

4 god. he spjtted on }?e cros, he dyspysed oure lady, he seyde : 

' why synge 30 & pray for me 1 I am dampnyd & brent in fyir 

of helle/ bawne, be muwkys, his bretheryn, prayed for hym. But the prayers 

of his brethren 

yryih alt here herte, & betyn hem-self nakyd on be brest, wyt A made him turn 

"^ . to God affain, 

8 here fystes, in here prayere. ]>e muTike tumyd hym to god, & 

worschyped hym, & cryed hym mercy, he forsooke ]>e deuyli, 

& kyssed ]>e cros. he was | schreuyn Yryih fatt sorwe, he dyde [Pol. 62 b.] 

penauwce, and, ^pe next day, he deyid a^en. his soule wente to and he was 

12 heuen), Yryih melodye of auwgellys. 

perfore, sythe prayere of his bretheryn halpe him fro deth to 

lyif, fro dampnacyouTi to penauTice, fro synne to grace, fro peyne 

to ioye ; take ie bis prayere for be heued of y^wre schouyl satys- Therefore, pray 

and give alms I 
16 faccyouw, Yfyih J>e scho of almes-dede '. for J>e handyl of J>e 

schoaele, I schal telle 50W an-o]?er day. & wyih almesse & 

deuowte prayere, caste out })e crummys of 30ure wose of synne, 

]?at watyr of grace mowe entren I>e pytt of conscyens, \>at 50 

20 mowe flowe in sprynge-flood of vertuys, bye vp to ]?e hytt of 

heuen) in "yywre ende I To }>at hytt bryng vs he &c. 



Cdi/pitulum xxx°^. 

De satisfaccione. 

<a IjlReendys, ]?e o}>er day, I telde 50W of satysfaccyoun, Ipai is 
25 ^ thredde parte of penauwce, & I lykenyd satysfaccyoun Satisfection 

to a schouele to scbouelt out wytA ]?e crowimys of }pQ wose of 
dedly synne, ]?at is, aft }>e circumstaunce of vyces. I telde 50U 
28 )>at J)e Echo of )?e schoueft was almes-dede, }>e heued is prayers. ^^^*®* *^^' 

' MS. in margin : ' narroeio.' 

' MS. satisfaccyouQ. crossed; after almes-dede — 4* deitoute prayere 
repeated and crossecl. 

O 
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of )h) two, I haue told 30W. \>e handytt of \nB achouytt is 

and ikiting. fastjDg ; of piB fastyng I schal telle ym now. 

]>e Bchouelt, ]>ow3 it haue a scho ft an heued, bat )if it 
haue an handyl, it is no^t spedy to schouelyn out of pi pytt 4 
of ]>i flesc^ pe wose of synne. \>erioTe, 30 moste take )ns 

Futing hat four handylt fastyng ^ in 30ure [handys] *. In }>is faStyng is vnder- 

Tbe flrit ii stonde alt manere of penaunce. bis handle muste be iiij. spamie 

abitiiieiioe fttxn 

food. in lengthe. ]>e firste is fastyng. why t CiiBOSlomus seyth, super 8 

Mat. in imperfecto, ofTu/ta xv., why folwyth fastyng after prayers, 

& goth Dojt be-forn, in scripture ' f for feustyng was made to 

serue prayere, & no^t prayers to serue fastyng. ])erfore, prayere, 

}>e heued, goth be-fom & \>e handytt, fastyng, folowyth after la 

him to be redy to seruyn hym, as pe heued of ]>e schouele is 

be-fore, & pe haudyl ]>er-of is be-hynde to serue pe heued. what 

schulde pe kyng profy^te in batayle alone, wyt^uten helpe t 

ry3t lytel 1 for he were to weyke. Ryjt so, })i preyere alone 16 

it is ^ to weyk, but fastyng folwe Sc helpe him. CrisoetofiMie IB 

yt supra, ' Oroeto sine ieiunio gracilis est & infirma ' ; & idem 

dictt : A kny^t ^ wytA-outen armoure, or armours w^A-outen 

a kny3t, is yndefensable. so preyere wytA-outyn fastyng, or ^^ 

fastyng wyt^uten prayere, profyjteth but lytel. ]>erfore, take 

Pasting and hem to-gydere, prayere in be heued, & fastyng after in be 

prayer must RO , 

toRether. handylt, of )?i schouele. }>erfore scripture sette hem to-gydere. 

* Oracto & ieiunium a morte liberant.' ' Hoc genus non eiciett^t^ 24 

niet in oroctone & ieiunio.' Marc), viiij.o •. pe leche byddeth 

pe seke vnder his cure, jif he be curable, & ^if he wyl be 

heyl, to abstene hym fro exces of mete & drynk. iy3t so, pou 

syke in synne, ^if J>ou wylt be curyd, absteyne pe in fastyng 28 

^ MS. in margin : ' handil of ye schouel est oracio [?]. no^a quatuor, 
I. ieiumum.' 

• MS. fastyng. 

' MS. in margin: 'quere, quote i&unium seqwitur oractonem k non 
oracio ieiunium.* 

* MS. it is it is. 

^ MS. in margin : ' exempZum.' 

' Mark ix. 29. The Vulgate reads : Hoe genus in nulla potest exire &e. 
The preceding quotation is not found in the Bible. 
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fro exces of delycasyes. Joel ij.^ * Conueiiiimini ad me in 

ieiunio, &c/ 

loke, J)is handyl fastyng be hole in clennesse & nojt brokyn 

4 in dedly synne; for seynt Ambrose seyth: he }>at fastyth in 

dedly synne, he offeryth his body to god as a deed stynkyng 

carcase, whan a womman chyldeth, sche peyneth, sche cryeth, 

sche trauayleth. Ysat. xxij.* Ryjt so, }>ou soule, jif \>o\x. wylt 

8 chylden a chyld to god, bat is, clene lyif, peyne be & greve in A pure life may 

. . only be attained 

herte, wytA contncyouw for I>i skeet of penaunce, crye in con- through 

fessiouw for \>i scauel, trauayle })ou in satysfacc^oun for ]>i 2^^?"» "^^ 

schouele, & }?a»ne schalt J)ou caste out clene J>e wose & ]?e 

1 2 fylthe of }?i synne, & schalt | }>ou chyldyn a chyld, J?at is, [Foi. 63 a.] 

clennes of lyif. 

]?e s«ct«nde spanne lengthe in bis handyl of satysfaccyoan The second 

part of fksting 
is hardnes of clothyng on bak &, in bed. A leche, to helyn m dothing 

i6 a wounde, leyth fcrto a playster*. ryjt so, to hele \i wounde 

of synne, lay J?«i*to a playster* of hard clothyng, as Judith dyde, 

viij.o capitvlo '. 

be iij. spawne in lengthe of bis handytt in satysfaccyouw The third i« 

humility. 
2o muste be mekenes, lownes, & myldenes *. who-so be angry or 

fers, his woumie, his malyce, or his sore, is harde to kure. 

]?erfore, )?e muste be mylde in lownes & in pacyens. as a leche, 

wasschyng ]>e wouwde or Jje sore of J)e syke, makyth it clene, 

24 or he** helyth it ; Ryjt so, ]?e wouTide of dedly synne in ]?i soule 
muste be wasschyn & made clene. wher-wyth t vryih watyr 
of legh ^pai is made vryih asschys & watyr, wytA asschis of Simile of the lye. 
lownes •, & wyth watyr of wepyng. for asschys & bote watyr 

28 makyn good leyghe, & but )?e watyr go thrugh )?e asschys, J>e 

leygh makyth no^t clene. ry3t so, but watyr of wepyng be 

medlyd wytA asschys of lownes, it pourgyth not "^ \>i synne. 

thynke wherof bou come — of asschys ! thynke what bou art — Think that thou 
^ i ^ ^ I wast, art, and 

Sa asschys ! thynke what \om schalt be — asschys! )?ou were "i^t be, ashes ! 

* Joel li. 12. * Isai. xxvi. 17 (?). ' Judith ix. i. 

* MS. in margin : * humilitas.' * MS. it. 

* Added in MS. by later hand. 
^ Added in MS. above the line by later hand. 
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asschys, ))oa art asschys, ]7aa schalt ben asscbyB 1 }ni8, take )nii 

asBchys of lownes, & putte awey ]7i stynkynge pride, & medle 

wel J^is asschys in watyr of wepyng, and })eiine hast {Mm good 

legb; to wassche awey ]>i foole synne. 4 

The ftmrth put ]>e iiij. spanne in lengthe of ]7e handle in ]>i satys&ocyoim ^ 

rettitution. is restitucyoun *. A leche byddyth )>e syke, )>at hatb sap^r- 

cures a nttient fluyte of blowl, to lessyn his blood in blood-letyng, ^ he wyll 
by bkxxlleUiiig ;, -,-,. ,, ^ ,,• . iia 

be curyd of his maladye. Kyjt so, ]?aa \ai hast getyn good be 8 

haly-day werkyng, haly-day chaffaryng, be false otbys, be fiJse 

dyscey^tes, be false auncerys, be false wey^tes or mesoors, be 

fals labour, takyng more ]>an ]?oa hast deeeruyd in fids aeruyse, 

in falsenes of }>i craft, & in w^^holdyng }>e byre fro hem }Hit is 

ban deseruyd it ; & ]7oa hast get good in raueyn, thefte, & 

mycherye, in false tythyngw, & wytA-holdyng }>i dettys fro dede, 

qwyke, & fro holy cherche, & \>o\i hast no^t made amendys for 

)>e harmys & wronges )>at \o\jl hast don ; or ellys ]7oa hast x6 

good, more ]>an ]>e nedyth, and lyith stylle, & releuyth no^t }>e 

pore ; }>ou J)at art gylti in ony of Jjise poyntes, Jwu hast snper- 

fluyte of blood, ]?at is, }?ou hast superfluyte of o)w mennys 

good, for J)is sup^uyte mayst J>ou neucre ben heyl in soule, ao 

tyl )n« blood be leskyd in blood-letyng, ]?at is, tyl ]?<m parte }>is 

good a-sunder, & restore it to J^e awnerys, & jelde iche man his, 

& ellys schalt )>ou be euere syke in synne. for a lessyng of blood 

doth awey J^e maladye, it makyth \>e heyl, & sauyth ]>i lyif. 24 

80 must thou Ryjt SO, restoryng * of oJ?ers godys lessy th \>\ purs, it doth awey 
lesson tby 

^to^'**to «i ^^^ coueytise & })e peyne of belle, & bryngeth f>e to lyif of 

Sroniy^taken* 8^*^®^ * sauyth \>Q to j^e lyif of heuen). J>ou J?at hast getyn 

hom them. jjj g^^^ jj^ ^j^y manure forseyd, restore it a3en, & lengthe J?ou a8 

f>e handyl of J^i penauns wytA )?is iiij. sparine of lengthe, fat is, 

of restitucyouw, or ellys ]?e handyl of )?i schouyli in satysfaccyouw 

is to schort to schouytt vfyih out J^e cruwmys & ]?e wose of J>i 

synne. ]?crfore, make it long ynow, }>at fou may seye wytA 32 

[FoLeSb.] Zachee, | luc. xixo*. 'Si aliquewi defraudam, reddo quadru- 

^ MS. in margin : ' restitucio fietcienda est.' 

^ MS. in margin : 'restitucio multa bona &cit, no^a.* 

^ Luke six. 8. The Vulgate reads ; £t li quid aliquem defraudavi, &c. 
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plum/ 5if I haue dysseyuyd ony man, I restore it to hym four- 
fold, but wolde god, Jjou woldyst restore hym o-fold, J^at is, 
euen) in-as-myche as ]?ou dedyst him harm 1 but J?ou wylt 

4 no^t restore hym a quarter of his harme, or happly ry^t nou^t. 
]>in handyl is all to schort, J^i schouyl is nojt worthe. }>ou doost 
no note, }?i wose lyith stylle in ]>i soule. for ]?i fals labour, Jjou 
schalt haue non hyre in heuene, but be put in prisouw of helle. 

8 }>erfore, restore to oJ)ere here harmys ! 

[The Usurer carried to the Gallows hy an Ass^ 

2Q De dono timoris iwuenitwr exemplum^. A preest couwseylid a priest told a 
.,.,,,, , T-, t,i. usurer to restore 

a man m his detb, bat was a gouelere, & wyth fals tythe had get what he had got 

with usury, 
13 his good, }?at he schulde be sory, & schiyuen hym, & restoryn 

a^en J?at he had falsely gett. }?e gouellere seyde to ))e preest )?at 

Bory he wolde be, & he wolde be schreuyn, but restoren J?at he 

falsely had get, bat wolde he no^t do, for benne schulde no good but he reftised 

to do so. 
1 6 beleue to hym, to his wyif, ne to his childeryn. Jje preest seyde, 

* and but J>ou restore, J)ou schalt no3t be sauyd I ' ]?e gouelere 

seyde, * seyth scripture so ? ' J>e preest seyde, * 5a.' )?e gouelere 

seyde, *& I wyll assayen ^if scripture & clerkys sayn sooth.' 

20 so he deyid, & made no restitucyouw, but aaf a parcett of his He only left part 
•^ ' J > 5 r of his fortune to 

good to an Abbey, to be beryed amonge^ hem, & for to haue J",*^^^ *" 

part of ]?e muwkys prayers, whanne he was beryed ]?ere, euery *j]® ^^^^ **' 

nyjt he ros out of his graue, & cryed as a feend, & vnwryed When buried 

there, ne rose 
24 J?e muwkys in here beddys, & [?] here seruauwtys, & bet hem ^^^SJuJ^**** ^^J 

wyt/i here bootys. on ]?e morwe, )?e body was fouwdyn out of ^tricks*^*'*^ 

})e cyte, & )?ei tokyn hym, & leydin hym a^en in his graue. At 

]?e laste ^pe munkys were so vexid -vfyih him, J>at J?ei dedyn At la«the was 

28 hym be coniured, & askyd why he ros & had no reste. J?e dede confessed 
man seyde : * I restyd neuere in my lyve on )?e halyday fro 
werkyng of wordly werkys, ne of chaffaryng, but I seruyd \>q 
world, J)e feend, & my flesch, & lefte }?e seruyse of god. ]?erfore, 

32 I schal neuere restyn in erthe ne in heuen), but laboure in peyne. 
In cherche I cesyd neuere of iangelyng, but euere, to ]?e cherche 



^ MS. in margin : ' narracio de vsurario.' Cf. p. 66. 
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& to hiB mynystrefl, I dyde wrong ft Bchame) frlmes ft defrmiide; 

]>erfore, I may nc^t restyn in cristeid beryellys. I hjnderyd men 

of holycherc^; ]>0rfore, ben prayers hdpe me no^ aslharmyd 

hem whyl I lyved, 00 1 dyraeee hem whan I am deed. I hyndefyd 4 

lay-men & letteryd wytA defraude ft wronge* ; \erkan aehal me 

neoere helpe prayere of leryd ne lewyd. for I woMe nojt restore 

my wronges & my dettys be my lyve, be-caose I, ft my wyi^ 

ft my chylderyo, scbulde }>anne bane be beggerys. )>e preest 8 

tolde me, but I restored, I scbulde be dampnyd; ft I seyde 

I wolde asaye wbe]?0r he seyde sooth or nou^t. ft now I fynde 

thfti he WM bat he seyde sooth. I am dampnyd wyth-outyn ende. almes 

dMonedi tot 

•v«r* ne prayere scbal neu^re helpe me. I ^af my good to ))ise is 

munkys ; what helpe is ]>is to me, to robbe ]>e, ft to ^eue it 

a frere t had I restoryd it to ]>e ownerys, I hadde be sauyd 1 

eu^re wretthyd I god ; ^pefiovty god scbal euere peyne me wyt^ 

oute reste. leryd ft lewyd men I vexid, whil I lyved in 16 

wrongs ; ryjt so, now deed, I scbal vexin hem, whiS my body 

restyth wytA hem. remevyth awey my body, ft 30 schul haue 

reste!' 

[Fol. 64 a.] I bee arcUept«co/>us bisuntinutf, magist^r in theologia ^. ao 

but Jacobus de vitriaco dtctt : ]>e frendys of )>at cursed man (Sj 

prayed a preest J>at he wolde sufferyn }>at body to be beryed in 

his cherche, & behyjten hym gret mede. })e preest wolde nojt 

A priest kept an be preest hadde an asse bat dyde nou^t ellys but bar^ be bokys 34 
ass which used , -,,, -'" r 

to cany his to cherche & fro cherche aaen home, berfore knewe non ober 
books to the » » r r 

g>»roh, aw4 ^ weye. }?e freendys prayed )>e preest to ley J)e dede body on his 

^*^^- asse. }>erto grauwtyd he hem. }>at, wer« )>e asse dyde abyde 

\9yih Jje body, J>ere )>e body scbulde be beryed ; for I>ei wendyn 28 
}>e asse scbulde a bom ]7e body to }>e cherche as he dyde )>e 
bokys, be-cause he knewe non o^per weye. )?e preest grauntyd 

But wheni^ ]?er-to. }>e asse bare J^is cursyd body, wytA-outyn ledyng ney]>er 

^ This seems to refer to Nicholas de Flavigny, archbishop of Be8an96n 
(1237 till 1235), who is often^quoted by Etienne de Bourbon, the author of 
a collection of ' ezempla ' known under the title ' De septem donis.* (Cf. 
Lecoy de la Marche's edition of Etienne de Bourbon, Anecdotes 
Historiques, note on p. 36.) 
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on Jje ryjt syde ne on \>e left syde, but euen) ryjt furth, wyt^oute J?*»^^"Jf^ 
turnyng, to galowys. & J>ere vnder pe galowys, J>e asse kest ^^15^*^2^^*" 
douTi ]>e body. & ]>e body ]>ere was beryed wytA thevis ; for he Se,®e?heuTOrer 
4 was a falsere theef to god, & more good had stolyn, )?an manye amoi^ thieves, 
thevys )?at ]>ere were hangyd. 

IT J)«rfore, ^e proude & ferse, & je ryche wj/tA fals getyn good, 

56 thevis & mychers, false tytherys, raveynerys, extorcyonerys, 

8 haly-day werkerys, & iangelerys in dyvyne seruyse, beth sory, 

beth schreuyn ! restoryth I makyth amendys ! ^erne caste out Therefore, make 

Aineiids I 
pe wose of ^owre synne, wytA a skeet of contrycyouw, wyih 

a scaueli of confessioun, wyt^ a schouyl of satysfaccyouw 1 or 

I a ellys ^oure ende schal be schamefol} dampnacyouTi, as ^e mowe 

verryly knowe, 3|if je takyn hede to J>is tale. &c. 
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Capituluui xxxj. 
De restitucione. 

told 50U here-be-fom of restitucyouw, J>at it is iiij «pawne 
in lengthe of ]>e handyl of penaunce in ymre sohouytt of 



satysfaccyoun : and now I schal telle ^ou how many mche in Diverse kinds of 
,,.,,, . , restitution, 

lengthe ]?is handyl of restitucyouri muste be, 

20 J>ou hast herd a parcett of \>i fader^^ good, wyttyng pat ]>i ^"7 ?I^2J^ ^ 
fadyr get pat good wt/ih gouyl or in ony oJ>er maner^ falsly, as jy^'^^^jJ^Jbe 
be raueyn), thefte, or ony oper fals defraude ; pon art bouTide to "•^o'^*- 
restore pat parcel! of good, jif pou. wylt be sauyd. Take J^is 

24 for pe ferst inche in ]?is handyl of restitucyoun ! 

3|if pan styre o})ere to synne & to frlsnes be J?in euyl cou^seyl, He who moves 
& art cause of here synne, & brypgest hefli in- to synne, pou ™^* mduoe 
muste inducyn hem & styren hem, in-as-myche as poo. mayst, ™®"*- 

a 8 to amendment,' and ^if pou avayle he^l noujt, pray for hem, 
& procure opere to pray for h^m ^ to Qounseylin ^ to styrren 
hem to amendement ! ful p^rylous it is to inducyn & steryn 
BH'Oper to synne, 'quia vix possit restituere ad condignum,' 

3 a Bectmdvm scolam. take pis for pe seci^nde inche. 
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[ca.] 



uidman- 
■buigfater. 



FijiiMiit or ffor \>e iij. inche. )if )>ou harme a man in body, maynyst hiin^ 

bodiljr iMnni or opffrwyBe apeyrist his body, his membre ne his biirt mayst 
)>ou no^t restore, but restore to hym of ]>i goodes for hia barme 
afUr \>e goodnes of his persoue, ft aiW )>e qvantyte of bis 4 
harnd, & after ]>e power of \>i goodys, |)at is for to a^yne, poa 
muste payen for ])e expansis aboute pe cnxyng of bia burt^ ft 
for his dper harme \>at he hath in tyme of bia flykenea, ft 
be-cause he may no^t laboure to gete bis lyiflode in tyme of bis S 
dysese. & charge \>ou more, & take hede }>er-to, )if be be pore 
)>an ^if he be ryche. Becundum Bco7am disftneeio xr. 

ffor ]>e iiij. inche. )if ]>ou sle a man be }>i fre wyl!, bia lyif 
mayst \>ou nojt restore, but )><m muste pray for bim, ft do » 
bodyly penaunce for hym, don almes-dede for hym, ft austeyne 
[7oL 64 b.] wytA lyiflode his fad}T ft modyr & o\>ere of his | next kyn 
yp-on J^i powers, & eu«re vn-to }>in ende ]>e muste gretly 
sorwyn in ]?in herte for ]>at dede. i6 

ffor ]>e V. inche in j>e handyl of satysfaccyoun. )if 'paa S 
defame ^ em-oper vnry^tfully, pon art boundyn to restoiyn bis 
name in-as-myche as is in ]>e, & in \>o placys ft to }>o folk })er8 
J>ou defamyst hym ; J>er« knowe ]7i-self, & say \>at Jh)u lowe ao 
vp-on hym, & seydist falsely. 

ffor ]>e vj. inche. jif \>o\x slaundere ' an-oper ryjtfully, jit art 
pon bouwdyn to restoryn his name in-as-myche as pon mayst, 
for pon dost dedly synne, & perhre po\L owyst to say, J)ertf poxi 94 
defamyst hym, * I seyde of hym vnkyndely, vndewly, vngentylly, 
vnwysely, folyly, & p«rylously ; ' but say nojt, * I lyed on hym 
falsly ; ' for p&nne lyest pou on ]?i-self. 

ffor pe vij. inche. J)i felawe defamyth ryjtfully Jns man. pon 28 
seyst ]?i felawe lyeth. be ]>i woord, I>i felawe is holdyn a lyere ; 
pon owyst to restoryn his name on }>is nianere: 'je men,takyth 
non hede to my felawys woordys, for his entent was good, he 
wende to haue seyd sooth, & hopyd & beleuyd to bane preuyd 3a 
his entent, ft he was dysseyved. & periore holdyth hym no 
slaunderere ! ' hec acola. 



BMtoratkm of 
•nirvjured 



^ MS. in margin : 
' MS. in maigin : 



* de dif&macwme.' 
<deiBCMidalofal80*(?). 
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ffor j)e viij. inche. he ]?afc takyth or wyth-holdyth o]?eres good Bestitution of 

vnryatfully, is boundyn to restoryn it. In many maners obere« "illy wShheld 

•^ '' '' ' from the owner, 

good is wyt^-holdyn wrongfully, as be comaundment, whan }?ou 

4 comaundyst an-oJ)er to take oJ>ers good vnryjtfally, or for to 

wi/tA-holdyn hem ; jif it be do be J>i comauTwiment, ]>on art 

bouTidyn to restoryn ]?o godys. ^yf 'pan ^yue counseyl to takyn 

or to wi/tA-holdyn wrongfully operes good, or to don ony 

8 wrong or harin), & be Ipi coonseyl }?at wrong is don in-dede, 

]>ovL art bouwde to restore J>e hole. }>is is J>e ix, inche in }>e 

handle of ]>i restitucyouw. 

As for pe x. inche, and pan consente expressly, & acorde, pat 

12 swyche wrong schal be do, & wyt^-outen }>in acorde it schulde 
no3t be do ; ^if it be don in-dede be J^in acorde, J>ou art bouTide 
to restore pe hole harm. * Consencientem & agentem par pena 
constringit.' ij. qucestio j. * notum *.' 

^ And ^if pat wrong schulde haue be do, }>ow5 po\x had no^t 

17 consentyd perto, penne art pon bounde to restoryn as myche as 
was don harme be pe or be ))ine, & as myche as J?ou haddyst or 
spendyst of }>o godys. J>is is pe xi. inche. 

3o As for pe xij. inche, ^if po\x flatere or preyse hym ]>at doth He who en. 

wrong, & be }>i praysing he is stjrred & doth ]?at wrong, pon art offenS^ig 

hound to mftke 
bounde to restore pe hole wrong pat he doth be ]?i praysing. good the damage 

ffor be xiij. inche. 3if pan reseyue a theef wyttyngly, or He who conceals 

& thief or things 
34 defendyst hym, or kepyst treccherously in pryuite stolyn thynges stolen, 

or opere thinge« falsly get, & be }?e ]?at wrong & pat good is 

nojt restoryd, poxi art bouTide to restore pe hole of pat good. 

As for pe xiiij. inche, jif pan be partenere in dede of thefte, or takes part in 

28 of gouyl, or of ony oper wronges, pat is for to seyne, in 

folowynge wyih suche doers, in helpyng, defendyng, in strength- 

yng, in makyng hem pe holders, pe hardyere ; pon art bouwde 

to restore pe hole wrong. 

3a aif bou be partynere, but only in be bing bat is stolyn or euyft or shares in the 

^ * JT./ vjjj 11,., profit, is bound 

getfpemie^ art pou bouwde to restoryn only)?at parcel! whiche pou. tomakeamends. 

toke wyttyngly to ]?i part, or boujtyst it. ]?is is pe xv. inche. 

^ Capitulnm 10, causa 2, questio I [Corpus Juris Canonic!, i. 443]. 
« MS. ^t. 
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HewiioiiUfcn bat for ))e xig. inche, ^if )7oa seest thefte be do, ft kepyat ]>e 9 



stylle, & wylt no^t telle, wame, ne speke, whan ]H>a mj^t 
lettyn it, & art in ofiyse & in degre in wbiche )Hm art bounde 
to publyssch it, ft to lettyn it, ^nne art )hhi fall boundyn to i 
reetoryn )>at thefte. 

ffor )>e xv^. inche. 3if }>oa, of offyce ft of estate, owyst ft 

[Vol. 65 a.] mayst wyt^stonde ft lette swiche euy!) doers, ft wylt no^t, | ]>mi 
art boundyn to restoryn ]>e wrong ; for }h>u my^test haue lettyd 8 
it, ft woldyst nojt. 

orreftiMito ffor ]>e zviij. inche. ^if )>ou wytte where stolyn tbyng is 

diMoreiinK wyt^-holdyn, ft art askyd ))er-of, ft wylt no3t tellyn it, and of 

m^Trod^the ^^^ ofiys© Jh>u wer« boundyn to tellyn it, and ]>oa my^test tellyn la 



whole damage, j^ wytA-outen peryle of )>i persone or of ]nn estate, Jwn art 
bounde to restore ]?at thefte in ]>e hole, And ]>ow ]>oa in' alle 
)>ise forseyde art bounde in ]>e hole to restore ]>e harme to hym 
))at is harmyd, but 3if one of ))e partynerys restore ]>e hole, alle i6 
his o))ere felawys are delyuered ; but eche of )>e o))ere is bounde, 
be eueiD porcyoun )>at lougyth to hym-self, to restore to hym 
)>at restoryd att })e hole, ex dictM Thome, ij*. ij^ quoretto Ixj ^ ; 
ft 8Co2a, d^inccio xv. ao 

AnyiwrtM de- ffor J)e xix. inche. ))ou schalt nojt only restore }>at }>ou ^ 
*^»"K detained wrongfully hast take, but J)ou schalt also restore )>e fruyte & ]?e 
•tored. profyjte of )>at thyng J?at })oa took vnryjtfully. as ))us : 3if it 

be lande or beeste , & ]>e fruyte & ]?e profy3te of '}pai lande & of 34 
beeste in \i tyme. 

ffor f>e XX. inche. jif }?ou haue profyjt of gouett, restore )>e 
gouett, but restore no3t a3en ]^ wynnyng ))er-of. sectmeZwn 
sco/am vt sifpra. a8 

Mo inches in lengthe of ymre handyl of satysfaccyoun I schal 
telle 30U an-ofer day. 

[The U8y/rer*8 Church occupied by the Devil.'] 

A rich usurer But I fynde In legenda lumbardica * }>at J^ere was a fals JF 
coueytows man, ryche wytA fals getyn good, wyih gouelt & 33 

' Cf. p. 79, note I. ' MS. in margin : < narracio.* 
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raveyn, and wytA bat good he dyde make a fayr cherc^. fe founded a 

bysschop, in halwyng of fat cherche, 8ey3 a feend be-hynde fe 

awtere syttyng in a chaire, & seyde to )>e bysschop : * whi halwyst g^theDgnl 

4 J>ou my cherche % cese of J?in halwyng, for ))is cherche longyth of it, 

to me, for it is made wytA my good, vfyih gouel, thefte, raveyn, 

mycherye, & fals getyn good/ fe bysschop & ]?e clerkys 

fleddyn awey for dreed, be feend, wytA a thunder-crakke, and crushed it 

^ to the ground. 

8 smote doun f>e cherche to fe grourwie. 

]?erfore, restoryth euyl getyn good to J)e ownerys, & nojt 
robbe hew to make J?er-wytA cherchys. 

[Pope Benedict damned for JJrdawfvX Alms dorue for Am.] 

@ Petr«^ Damianw« tellyth ^ }pat a preest sey^ Beneytt J?e pope, Pope Benedict 
13 deed, rydyng on a blak hors. J>e preest seyde, *art J?ou 

Beneytt % ' he seyde ; * 5a 1 I am turmentyd in peyne, for aft J?e was damned. 

almes \>ai is done for me, it is of euyl getyn good, whiche, er alms nven in 

16 I deyid, I bad it schulde haue be restoryd to hem bat awtyn it, been taken from 

•''•'' ill-gotten goods. 
& ellys had I be dampnyd now. but I suffers peyne & sorwe 

ynow for here falsnes J?at haue nojt fulfyUed my wytt. go & 

bydde hem restore ]?at good ]7at I bad to hem ! & ))a7»ne saye 

30 hem J>at J?ei take of suche an hucche for Jjat is trewly gett, 

& do J?at for me ; for J?at schal helpe me/ 

lo now! restoryth euyll getyn good, & helpyth 30W Yryih 
trewly getyn good, for J>at bryngeth 30U fro synne to grace, 
34 & fro peyne to blysse ! Ad qtM)d &c. 



Capituluwi xxxij°*. 

De restitucione. 

Beendys, here-beforn I teld 30U \>at a schouyl hath iij, 
partys : a scho, an heued, & an handyl. )>e schouyl, 1 telde 
30U, was satysfaccyouw, J?e scho J>er-of is almes-dede, fe heuyd 
I is prayerc, J?e handytt is restitucyouw. Of almes, prayer, & [Fol. 66 b.] 
^ MS. in margin : ' narrooto.* 
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satysfaccyoun, I haue told 30W. ft of ))e ig. spanne in lengtlie 

in \>e handytt of satysfaccyoiin, I haae told ^a of xx. inches in 

MoraUndaor leDffthe in be handyl of satysfaccyoun. And now I adbal telle 
rettitntioo. » j .f 

30W of mo inches in lengthe of \nB handytt. 4 

Tlie marer it On inche ifl, ;if boa lene mony for ffouytt, be mnate restore^ 
bound to repaj --» ^ r ^ o ^ j 

totwwtMid ])e encres f>at \>on takyst for J)e lenyng, and jif Jxm take beeste 
or lande, pou owyst to restore all \>e profy^t A fmte oner )nn 
expanses vp-on pat lande or beeste, A restore also 'pe landeS 
& beeste, whanne pon hast yp )7in awne. eecundum WiMmum 
A glossam Raymuru/t '. 
radtoMake An-olper inche in lengthe of )>in handyl is {)is: jif Jhhi be 

ramST * hi« * goueler«, Jhhi art bounde to restore to hym J>at Jwu lenyst to la 
<W>tor. p{ goQ^ for gouyl, alle \>e harmys whiche he sufferyth for )>e 

paying & for pe hynderyng of pat gouytt; as ]>ns : ^if he selle 
his hows, or his land, or ony oper good, for pe lease price, or 
ellys borwe monye of An-oper, be gouyl also, for to paye pe ]>i 16 
gouyl, Becundum BAjmundum de vsura ', a!i pat harm pe muste 
restore to hym )>at hath harme, for pan art cause ))er-of. 
ThinrjiofwM- An-o}j«r inche is J?is: jif fou haue a thyng of thefte or 
^etobere- othir-wyse, pe whiche J?ou supposyst was stolyn or falsely get, ao 
*^ eSSo* tf ^^^ ^^ boutiden to restoryn )?at thyng wytA alle hise profy^tes 
pat pou hast takyn, & wyih alle pe profy^tes pat pe owners 
schulde haue takyn, ^if he had had it, saue pia expensys a-boue 
pe kepyng and pe gaderying of pat thyng. And jif poa 24 
suppose J?at thyng was no^t stolyn but wel gett, as longe as J^ou 
wenyst so, J>ou art no^t bounde to restore pe profy^tes per-of, 
jif pe profyjtes )>anne & pe fruytes ben wastyd. but als sone 
as pon knowyst pat thyng was stolyn, pou. muste restore pat a8 
f>ing, & pe profyjtes per-of also J?at am Jeanne redy & no^t 
wasted. 
If thou tdKe % An-ob«r inche lengthe in bis handyl of satisfaccioun is bis : % 

nniuiA8siOn of a ^ . o T J •» (2f 

with an yf jjou takyst a mannys beeste, hors or ony oper beeste, or ony 3* 

* MS. in margin : * vsnra restituenda.' 
« Cf. p. 18, note 5. 

' This quotation refers to Summa S. Raymundi, Liber Secnndas Tltulus 
7, De Ysnris, on p. 227 of the Roman edition of 1603. 



cH, XXXII.] Bestitution of a Stolen Beast. 205 

othir thyng, noujt for to stele "pat same ping but for to vse J?at intention only 

thyng to J?i profyjt, to ryden J?er-oii, or to werkyn J?«r-with, 

vnwyttyng pe ownerc, pon art boutwie to restore pat thyng ajen 

4 to be owenew, & to restore to hym also for be werk of bat thou most pay 
. . ^ for the use. 

thyng in fi kepyng, & for pe peyrement of pat thyng in pe 

tyme, & for pe harme J?at pe ownere hath had for pe forberyng 

of pat ping, sectmdv^n B,&ymundum. 

8 An-ober inche is bis : aif bou haue stolyn an hors or an-ober in restoring a 
J -r J ^ J stolenbeastthou 

beeste, pe muste restore ]?at a^en. ^if pon haue do cost per-on, mayst count the 

expenses of 
for pasture or for fedyng, or for curyng of ony malady, or for feeding. 

norysschyng, & hast no profyjt per-of, pan mayst settyn on in 

12 restitucyoun J?i costes. And ^if pen haddyst profyjte, pe coste 

pan haddyst a-boue ))i profyjte, pan mayst puttyn it on, & taken 

it vp to ]?i-self, as be confessyouw ; but be la we of dome, nejrther 

theef ne raueynere schul take vp his costes ne his expensys for no 

1 6 besynes but restore hole pe thyng & pe profyjtes, and rekenyn 

no cost, lohannes ^ in c. conti (?) de restitTicione (?) qii^stio 

Ixx*. ^if pe thyng be werse, when pon restoryst it, fan it was, 

whawne pan stole it, pe muste restore pe peyrement. And jif 

ao pat thyng | was more in valewe be comoun prise of pe cuntre, [PoL 66 a.] 

whan pon stole it, & is of lesse prise, whanne pen restoryst it, 

pe muste restore pe worth of pe hjere pryse ; Becimdum Ab (?) 

super iiij \ ^if pe thyng, afbyr pon hast stolyn it, be deed in J?i But if it perish 

in thy keeping* 
34 tarying, er pon restore it, or be stolyn fro pe, or be perysched thou hast to re- 

or lost, be muste restore be valewe ber-of as it was worthe, it had in its best 
' ^ ^ ' ^ ' ^ ' condition. 

whawne it was in best prise, syth pon stole it. secundttm 

BAymundti/m. And bothe pe theef & pe rauenere owyn to aske 

28 forjifnesse slely be hem-self, or be an-ojjer meeii) persone, jif it 

may be don wyihonte slaundre.. 

An-ober inche is bts : 5if bou beleue or knowe verryly bat He who buies a 
^ r :> r j j r thmg stolen has 

a thyng is stollyn or falsely gett, & pon bye it to kepe it to to restore it. 

32 J?i-selue, or to sellyn it forth, or to ^euyn it an-o]>er, pe muste 

restore it, & ellys art pon nojt excusyd, J^owj pon alyene it awey 

to an-oJ?er, or }x)W3 it perysche, or dye, or be stolyn fro pe ; ne 

I From the Corpoi Juris Canonici ? 
3 Reference unknown to me. 
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)hhi maytt aske of ))e owners )>e prise ])ftt )Hm paydyst ]Mr-fb(rey 

bat futt to hym restore ))e prise ]7at it was worth, whaMoe it was 

hiest in ralewe alW )>e bying, oate-takyn })i resonaUe expense. 

3if ]x)u ynknowyngly, or for fawte of dyscrecyoosi) or of negly- 4 

gens, byge a )nng )>at is stolyn, & afterward Jnm pgfi ce yu y s t Jxit 

it was falsly gett, )>e muste restoryn it ^if ]Hni haue do coste in 

))e kepyng or in }pe amendyng of )>at ]>iDg ))at mayst JHrn oate- 

takyn. }pe profy^tes & ))e fruytes of ]>at thyng whiche )Hm8 

tokyst ))er-of, er ]>ou knewe }>at thyng was stolyn, & it be spendyd 

or wastyd, }>oa art no^t bounde to restore it. but jif it perysche 

after )>at )>oa west ))at it was stolyn, ]>ou muste restore it^ & ])e 

profyjte J>«r-wyth, & J>e lucre wherby J>ou art encresyd in la 

ryches. ^if }>ou restore ]>at thyng to )>e owners, )>at ]>ou bou^tyst 

wytyngly of stolyn good, J^on mayst no^t askyn hym to paye 

})e ajen )>at J)ou payedyst J>er-fore ; but 3if )>ou wystest no^t }>at 

it was stolyn, )>anDe mayst ]?(m askyn hym i^en )>at )>ou payedyst i6 

})erfore. 

The fimiilT and An-ober inche is bis : lif bou be a theef or a rauener^, and (Sj 
bouieholdofa , ^ , , . > xi/ 

ti^ief or robber {)i wyif & Jn meyne knowe it, & etyn & drynken or fiper- 

what they have ^yse leuyn )>er-by, J>ei arc bounde to restore )>e valewe of f>at ao 

maintenanoe. whiche fei expende ]?er-of. jif fou haue ofer good be-syde, J>at 

was nojt getyn be raueyn, J>cr-by ]>ei mowe leue. jif J>ei be 

mellyd to-gederc, Jxit it mowe no^t be knowyn a-sunder, ]jei 

mowe lyve J?cr-by, so ^pai here entent be for to lyue wytA J>ot a4 

]?at is trewly gett; but 3if here spendyng lette J>e, J?at ]>ou 

mayst no3t restore it, but ]7ou haue no good but of raueyiD, 

\i wyif & Jji meyne muste gete her« lyiflode o})cr-wyse, of here 

freendys, or be wirkyng of here owne handys, or ellys be askyng a8 

of almes. 3if J?ei mowe no3t getyn here lyiflode be none of 

J>ise maners forseyd«, Jeanne nede hath no lawe, for ]?anne, in 

fat nede, wyif & chyld muste lyue be \>\ good whiche J)ou hast 

falsly get. But be )>ou ware, J)at so falsly getyst ]?i good, for 12 

]7ou art no3t excusyd ! de consecracione distinccio j \ but in 

pat nede forseyde, fi wyif & chyld muste sparyngly as hem 

^ Part III. of the Deoretam Gratiani, de oonsecratione, diBtinctio i. ; it 
iB not explicit which chapter is referred to. 
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nedyth spendyn of }?i euyl getyn good & nou^t in wast, & alwey 
in purpos, when fei mowe, to restore. But jif ))ou selle J>at 
thyng Jjat J>ou stole, \>i wyif & chyldren & o)>cre mowe lyven 
4 be J?e prise J)at \>ovl takyst | for f)e sellyng of f>at thefte. [FoL 66 b.] 

Ig An-o]?^ inche in lengthe of ^p\s handyl of restitncyoun The booty made 
[is Jjis X] : att ]?at )?ou getyst in ry^tfull batayle of J?in adiicr- war is not sub- 



sarie, of his helperys, & of his subiettys, tyl ))ou haue vp futt tionuntil^the 

8 ]?i cost & ]?in expensis, & for J)in harm, & for f>i trauayle, & for *~ recovered. 

\>i werk, & for att fin hoste, it is }?in awne, & ))ou art nojt 

bouTide to restore it to ]?in enmye. lawfully profyr hym to 

make ]>e futt atnendys for alle j>in harmys, xxvij. ({uestio vij. 

1 2 * Si de rehus ^ ; * but a-boue J?i harmys owyst {)ou none to take, 

but )>ou restore it ajen, but jif it be of an heretyke or of ony 

o\>er euyl-doerc, & for his euylle dedys his godys be cryed be 

)>e kyng *haue ok.' 

1 6 An-ober inche in be handyl of .restitncyoun is bis: Othere Persona whose 
J •/ * J property is 

subiettys \>ai helpyn no^t here lord in sttche vnryjtfult batayles, exempt from 

neythir be counsel ne be fauour, owyn nojt to be spoyled, 

robbyd, ne pyled, ne be depriued of her« godys. for synnes 

2o folowyn here doerys, & it folowyn none otherys. j. c^nestio iiij. 
capit, j ^. no clerkysj no relygyous, no pylgrimes, no mar- 
chauwtys goyng ne comyng, no plowmen in her« tylthe, ne of 
herd beestys J^at tylen, ne of here beestys ))at beryn here seed to 

84 feelde to }>e tylthe to be sowyn, owyn no^t to be spoyled ne 
robbyd, & ^if ]?ei be spoyled, to hem owjrth to be restoryd. 
eiL.trdi,vagantes de treuga e< pace, * Innovamus *.' )?ey J?at haue 
ry3tfufi batayle, & in rasydhede, or malyce, or in wodehed, don 

ikS harme or waste -wyih all here host, whanne be tretyng or couw* 
seylyng ))ei my^te haue sped bettere in here trewthe & do 
}>e lesse harme; ]?anne here owne harme & \>e harme ]7at j^ei 
don schulde be estymed St demyd to^gedyr, & att j>at harme and 

32 wast fat J)ei don more fan here aduersaryes dyde to hem, fey 
muste restore to hem fat haddyn f e harme. 

^ Capit. 2, causa 23 (act 27), quaestio 7 [Corpus Juris Canonici, i. 951]. 

* Capit. I, causa i, quaestio 4 [i. 418]. 

^ Capit. 2, X. de treuga et pace, i. 34 [ii. 203]. 
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Lord! tre not An-ober iDche in ht handyl of restitucyoon is }ns: he pai 

bound to iiMik6 

up the ^**«|>^' is lord, prince, & gouernotir, in ry^tfufi batayle is nojt boimde 

mm in a lofiti- ^0 restore tyl hia men her« hors & here barneys * whicbe J>ei hane 

of here aduersaryes, but ^if here lord be in defawjte in reccheles 4 

gouemantice, for pe sugettys owjn in ry^tfnll batayle for here 

lord to auutryn bothe here body A here good. 

HMo inches in lengthe of ^oure bandyl in satysfiBM^cyoiiii ^ 

I schal telle 30a an-o]>er day. for ]>ow3 \>e scho almee-dede^ 

& \>e hened prayere be in ^oicre schouyl of satysfiEMScyoimy but 

]>e handy] perin of restitucyoun be long ynow & large in 

^oure schouyl of satysfaccyoun, it castyth no^t oute spedely }>e 

wose of synne fro ]>e pytt of lustys, )>at is, fro ^oure fleachly 12 

herte. 

[2%e Repenting Ueurer.^ 

Ananrar in Exaumple *. Cesarius \ a clerk, seyth pat at Parys a ryche ^ 

man vryth gouylt & fala getyn good wente to mayster Peers, 16 
chauntour of Parys, & askyd hym how he my^te be sauyd. pe 
chauntour seyde, * do crye ))at pou art redy to restore to alle 

made ftill rerti- men 1 ' he dyd so, & restoryd to be ownerys, & com wen to 

tution of his ill- •' ^ x ^ ' -» 

gotten goods, mayster Peers & seyde, * I haue restoryd alle godys falsly gett ao 

[Pol. 67 a.] be my con|scyens/ Mayster Peers seyde, * Is ]>ere now ony good 

lefte to pi-seliV pe man seyde, '5a, I haue jit good ynow.' 

Mayster Peers seyde, * now, go do J>in almes for )>i-self, wyt^ 

J>in owen good ! ' pe man, nakyd saaf his breche, wente euery 24 

and the rest of strete in be cy te, & saf almes, & bete him-self w^t^ a ^erde 
hisfortunehe . , , .. „ , , -. , 

anent in giving crying to pe peple : * lo je folk ! seeth me now wrecchyd, whom 

lordys haue worschepyd here be-fore for my muki restoryth 

joure fals getyn good, & beth ware be me 1* 28 

Lo, he hadde skeet, skauel, & schouyl, pat is, sorwe, schiyfte, 

& satysfaccyouw, & \Jpe] handyl of restitucyoun in his schouyl 

of satysfaccyouTi was long & large ynow ; he keste wel out pe 

Take example wose of coueytise. takyth exaumple of hym ! restoryth first 3 a 
hy him ! 

^oure dettys & ^oure wronges to hem & for hem pat haddyn 

^ Mistaken for harmyt^ C£ p. 210, 13. 
' MS. in margin : ' narmcto.* ' MS. tellyth crossed. 
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be harme, & bawne aeuyth almes of ioure owne trewe good for First make 

; ,^ ^ ; . ^ . , ^ ,. ,, restitution, and 

30ur6 synnes ! Date elemosinam & omnia munda sunt vobis % then give alms l 

jeuyth almes in J?is manew, & alle synnes in 50W schal be 

4 clensyd out ! 

[The U9wrer devov/red hy FrogsJ^ 

© Cesarius, a clerk, tellyth*: At colonye a ryche man wytA A usurer ijro- 

posed to ^ive 
fals gotyn good seyde to a preest ]?at he wolde jyue all ]?at alms of hw iU- 

8 he had falsely gett to pore folk. J?e preest seyde, * nay/ but 

bad hym restore it to )?e ownerys. J>e man seyde, *nay/ ]?e 

preest, bawne, bad hym takyn euery day bat almes bat poore His ifether con- 
fessor bade h i m 
folk schulde haue of his euyl getyn good, & putte it in a coffere, put the alms 

, mtoaoofRsr. 

12 tyl it vrere fun. ]?e man dyd so as J?e preest bad hym in confes- 

sioun. manye dayes afber he openyd his cofer^ in presence 

of his confessot^, & fonde ber-in as manye frowdys as he putt There, one day, 
. , , ,1 ^hefounditall 

per-m almessis. J?e preest seyde, * here J?ou seest how almes of turned into 

16 euyl getyn good plesyth god ! ' fat man seyde, *I schal restoryn 

yche man his.' he dyd so, & seyde to be preest : * As I in raueyn Moved by re- 
pentance, 
haue pelyd, vexid, & turmentyd, pore & ryche, & f>e almes of 

here good in J)is coffre is tumyd to frowdys ; syth I falsly haue 

ao deuouryd ]>e peple of here good, J?erfore }?ise frowdys schal 

deuowre my body qwyk.' he sterte nakyd in-to be coffere to be he threw him- 

, ^ ^ ^ ^ '^ self into the 

frowdys, and J?e preest, at his prayere, schett J?e coffere, & bare chest, 

vry\h him J)e keye. J)e next day fe preest com) a3en, & openyd 

34 be cofere, & fonde ber-in ryat nouat but be mannys bonys, for and was de- 
voured by the 
alle J?e frowdys & att his flesch was go. his bonys were beryid frogs. 

in J>e porche of seynt Gereonys ' ; be vertew of whiche bonys 

no frowde )?ere may abyde. 

a8 Kestoryth 30ure wrongys & yyu/re dettys wytA J)e handyl of 
restitucyoun 1 doth almes-dede, & prayeth faste for ))e scho & J^e 
heued in ^oure schouyl of satysfeccyouw ! and Jms castyth out 
J?e wose of synne, as J>is man dyde. and J?anne schal 50 be clene 

32 in grace & bryjt in ioye in joure ende. To fat ioye, &c. 

' Luke xi. 41. '* MS. in margin : 'narracio.' 

' CsBsarius has : in ecelesia sanoti Gereonis Martyris, Cf. Csesarius 
Heisterbacensis, ed. J. Strange, I. p. 106. 

P 
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CsLpitulum xxxiij™. 
De reeiitacione. 

FRendys, \>e oper day I teld 30a of restitacyoon, how it is ^ 
pe handyl of \>e schouyl of Batysfaccyoati^ and manye inches 4 
[VoL 67 b.] in lengthe | ))erof I telde 30W. & now I schal telle ^ow mo 
More oant of inches \>erof in lengtbe, }>at \>e handyl of resiitacyonn be no^ 
to schort but }>at it be long ynow & large, spedyly to schoaele 
out \>e wose of synne. 8 

]>e firste inche in lengthe^ of pia handylt of restitacyoun^ 

He who begins as for biB tyme, is bis : he bat meuyth ynryatfolly batayle 

an illegiti Jute , . 

war is bound to is bounde to restore att be harmys whiche he or hys host doth 

pay damages to i j */ 

friend and foe. to his aduersaryes, & to here men & to his owne men he owe to la 
restore ]>e harmys J^at \>ey haue of here aduersaryes in hys vnry^i- 
full cause, jif his men wendyn J>at be hadde ry3t ; but jif \>ei sup- 
posyd ]>at he hadde no ry^t, ]>ei schul stondyn to here owne harme 
wyt^-oute restitucyoun^ but ^if ))ei be coactyd ]7er-to be dreed. 16 

A subject who An-ober inche of lengthe in be handyl of restitucyoun is, syf 1R 

raises a war by , ^ 

command of his bou subiecte vnder bi lord, be hys byddycff, meue ry^tfuH 
lord, is not liable'^ \ J ^ J e> J7 

to pay damages, batayle, ])on art nojt* bouwdyn to restore fe harmys )>at )>ou 

be illeBitimate. doost to his aduersaries, but ]>i lord byd J>e, or ellys but )>in ao 
entent be oorrupte & fals ; but jif J>e batayle be vnryjtful, Jxm 
art bouwde to restore ; for }>ou art boutwie more to drede god 
fan J^i lord, ^if Jjou dow3te whejw \>e batayle is ry^tfutt or 
nou3t, ]70U art excusid be pi lord, 3if pou. be his subiecte ; but 24 
3if povi be bis felowe, his freend, or bis kynnes-man, poa art 
no3t excused, ne owyst no3t to fy3te for ]?i lord, tyl J^ou knowe 
pe truthe. 

A clergyman An-ober inche is bis: a clerk, in ryatfutt batayle wvtA his a8 

may accept a •" ' ' *i 9 ^ v 

portion of the lorde, 3if him be 3ouyn pylage of hym J?at ry3tfully my3te 3euyn 
SiUie^fs hot * ^^ ^°^» ^® ^^^y leeffiilly kepyn it ; but pQ clerk, 3if he take suche 
SSge^wlf. Py^^® ^ batayle as an-of>er temperatt man, pat clerk synneth, 

& be penau/ice owith to restore it, 3if he may, to hym pai he 3* 
hadde it of, 3if he knowe hym, & may do it wytAroute peryle of 
^ MS. in margin : ' firsto inche in lenghe.* ' Added in margin. 
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hym-self, & ellys he owyth to 3eue it to pore folk. )?e skyl is 
J^is: \>Q lord may jeue his clerk no leue to fyjte; Ey3t bo he 
may ^eue him no leue to pyllen & stele ; but be Jje grauwt of 

4 his lord, whil J?e werrc durjrth, he may kepe stylle }>at pyllage, 
for duryng }>e tyme of ))e werre he holdyth j?at pyllage as of 
his lordys gyfte. 

An-oJ?er inche is Jjis : ^if J)ou bygge pyllage \>ai is get in The purchaser 

8 ry3tfull batayle, wyttyng \>at fe batayle is ry3tfult, }?ou art ^^^ "•?* 

no3t bounde to restore. In st^mma confessoria, IRegula de hello ^ ti^e™- 

but prelatys & clerkys bat 3yuen holy cherche-good to strum- Prelates who 

dispose of 
pettys, juggelourys, or to here fleschly kynrede, nou3t to releue church-properly 
, -111 for the benefit of 

1 a hem m nede but to makyn hem ryche ; or to 3yue holy chercli- their relatives, 

good to ryche men & grete, no3t for honeste cause & leeffutt but or in bribery, 

for fauour of f>e world, or for to be mayntenyd in synne & fals- 

nesse ; pei be thevys, for Jjei stelyn awey fro fe poore folk }>e 

i6 godys of holy chercfi, wherwyth ]>ei schulde be releuyd, and 

3yuen bo berc no nede is. And berfore bei be bouwdyn to are bound to 

make amends to 
restore to ]>e poore fat pei so vnleefiFully dyspose fro hem. the poor. 

An-oper inche is fis : suche lucre as ]>ovl getyst at ]>e hasard Gambling 

ao & at ]>e dyse pe muste restore, Secundum Bicardum ', di«- restored. 

tinccio XV*. 

I An-o)?er inche is J)is ^ : 3if J)ou fynde a thyng J>at is no3t J>in, [Pol. 68 a.] 

be muste restore it, ^if bou knowe to whom, ^if bou knowe Things found 

, ' ^ r A , .^ , must be re- 

a4 no3t to whom, pe muste enqwere. And 3if pou mowe nc5t stored, 

wytte, delyuer« it to pe lord of pe fraunchyse *. xiiij. questio v. or deposited. 

* Si quid inuenisti & now reddidisti, hoc rapuisti " ;* & seciMidum 

'Ricardunhy vbi supra. 
^ An-oper inche is fis : 3if pon, for gret prayers of }>i byggere, Por a thmg sold 
ap sellyn hym thy thyng, pe whiche pou. woldyst no3t els sellyn of the purchaser 

hym but for his prayere, be-cause it were harme to pe to forbere 

* This is only a conjectural transcription of the MS.'s contractions. 
Ra might mean a name, but Raymond (cf. p. i8, note 5) has no such title, 
nor passage. 

« Cf. p. 52, note 3. 

' Some words of the preceding paragraph repeated and crossed In MS. 

* MS. in margin : 'no^a.* 

' Capit. 6, causa 14, quaestio 5 [Corpus Juris Canonici I. 739]. 
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Sale of DefeHive Goodt, 8fe. 



[««. 



joamajohAi^ 
more than the 
markei-prioe, 



othflTwiM you 
muitrMtore 
what vou haT« 
ovarooaised. 



Thaiellerior 
adulterated 



ordefeetivo 
foodi 



are liable to 
rettitution. 
He who buyi 
up victuals 



in order to en- 
hance their 
price, is bound 
to restore bis 
profit to the 
poor. 



Restitution to 
be nuule imme- 
diately. 



it ; ))aniie mayst ]>ou sellyti it hym derer^ )>an ]>e oomoan prise 
goth in markett. & but it be for }pi% cause, )hhi owyst to seUyn 
it hym no derer^ ]7aD Jtou mayst haue |)0ffore in markett And 
)if ]70u sella hym derere )>an \>e markett prise, )Hni owyst to 4 
restore it. 

An-o))tfr inche in )>e handyl of restitucyoun is )>is : jif )hhi 
selle* copyr for gold, wyne medlyd wytA watyr for wyn, or 
makyst ony 6}per suche fals dyssey^tys, ]>e muste restore. )if 8 
))ou dysseyue o\>ert wytA aunserys, weyjtis, or mesorys, Jh>u art 
boundyn to restore in peyne of dampnacyoun. ^if Jnm selle a 
seek beeste for an heyle, ))e muste restore, ^if \>ou selle ony 
beeste or ony oJmt thyng )>at hath ony pryve defawte, J>e muste la 
wame }pe byggere ])er-of, & ellys abate ))e prise in-as-myche as 
))e thyng is fe worse for fat defaute, or ellys ]>e muste restore 
}>e byggere his harme. ^if ]>ou selle a crokyd bors for a clone, 
a ruynotis hows for trust hows, mete & drynk corrupte for heyl 16 
mete, ]>e muste restore it. Vt dictt Thomas, ij^. ij®. qii6«<iO 
Ixxvij." Sellers )>at be-cause of dysseyjte apeyrin her« chaffare, 
or wyttyngly lyen & sweryn, J>ei synnen dedly and owyn to 
restoryn. ^if ]?ou for coueytise bygge lyiflode or o)>cre thynges ao 
o tyme, fat fou myjte sellen hem fe dererc an-o))«r tyme, & for 
non ojjcr skyl, ne for non ofer mede ne profy^t ; or ellys gadryst 
to-geder^ corn or vytayles for to makyn a derthe, & J>at ]>e 
poore peple schulde nedys bygge of )>e at J?i prise be fi lust, 24 
Jx)u synnest horrybely, & art bouwde to restore to )>e poore 
peple fat fou getyst be fi fals beying. glo«5a dictt: 'con- 
silium esse now nece««itatwr.' 

Whanne f ou art bouTide to restore, f e muste restore as sone a8 
as f ou mayst, or aske leue to abyden of hym ^pai may ^eue leue. 
secundum Thomam, ij*. ij®. (]uestio Ixij. 

f is day & of ere dayes as here be-fom, I haue told 30U of f e 
handyl of restitucyoun how manye inche it is long, ferfore, 3 2 
f is handyl of restitucyoun, & f e scho of almes, & f e heued of 
prayere, takyth & holdyth in 3our« schouelt of satisfaccyoun, to 
schouele out fe wose of ymre synne! ffor fow^ almes be fe 

^ MS. in margin : ' no^a de empcione.* ^ Cf. p. 79, note i. 
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scho & prayers ))e heued in ))i schouyl of satysfaccyouw, iif be Restitution an 

indispensable 
handyl of restitucyoun fayle, )?i schouele is vnspedefnH: to castyn i»rt of satis&c- 

out fe wose of \\ synne. 

4 \Th& Jvdge bribed with an Ox and a Cow?.] 

IB Exauwple^. A man had a gret cause to be demyd & sped in a lawsuit, one 

'^ ^ . ° J r oftheopponenta 

a-forn a gret juge. J?e man jaf to Jje juge a gret oxe to helpyn bribed the judge 

bym in his cause. ))e juge hy^te hym to helpyn hym. his ?*\fj'*^i'®°'^ 

8 aduersarye herde hew-of, & ^af | to f>e wyif of Jje juge a fayr ^*'®- 

[Pol* 68 P« 1 
cow to helpyn hym in ]?e same cause a^ens \>q o^per man ]?at ^af 

fe oxe to here husbonde. Sche prayed so ofte to here husbonde 

for }?at man Jjat ^af here ]?e cowe, }?at here husboTide behy^te 

13 here helpe. J>e day of ]>e doom com). J>ise two men stryved 

in here causes & pletedyn. J?e iuge seyde no woord wytA hym 

bat 2af be oxe, but sate stylle, & lete hym ha«te alt his wyll bat He who had 

1. .«. 11 1.-1 given the cow 

jafe pe cowe to his wyif. }>anne seyde pe man to pe juge, pat won the case. 

i6 5af him \>q oxe, *J?ou oxe, speke for me as Jjou hy3test me!' 

}?e iuge seyde a^en to hym, *be oxe may nojt speke, for J>e * The ox could 

not speak* be~ 

cowe wyl noat sufferyn hym : ' for be wyif hadde be cowe, & cauw the cow 

•^ -^ J J f I ^ J would not let 

lettyd here husbonde, ))at hadde ]>e oxe, J?at he was stylle l"™«' 
3o & spak nou3t. 

Ry^t so it faryth sumtyme in grete men fat haue of o%se to 
deme ryjtfully in causys. jif ]?ere come a pore man to hem 
wyUi a trewe cause, & profere hem to be bedeman for euere, 

34 jif ))ei helpe hem in here trewe causes & in here ry3t, for whiche 
helpe in here lyght }>e iuges schulde haue reward in heueii) 
myche betere ]7an an oxe ; j>e iuge, ]7at is, here resouri, assentyth 
)>erto to haldyn J?er-wytA. but whawne }je aduersarye of ))e 

28 pore man, J?at is, whan a ryche man comyth, & proferyth to 

fe wyif of )>e iuge J?at hattyth coueytise & wordely lucre, )>at 

is, f>e lesse reward, for f>e cowe — as f>e cowe is lesse in valew 

J?an ]>e oxe, so temperall lucre is lesse )?8n }?e lucre of heuen) — 

3 a banne be wyif, coueytise, lettyth so resouw, here husbonde So is judgement 

sometimes ham- 
weddyd & knytt to here, fat resoun spekyth no^t wyth fe pered by covet- 

^ MS. in margin : ' narraeto.* Farther below : ' indicium falsufn.* 
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poore menuys cause ; for he may nojt speke for pt oowe^ jfoi 
18, for pe lucre ]>at his wyif, ooueyti8e» hath takyn. And ao 
rcsoun sufferyth his wyif, ))at is, his suUecte conejtiae, to 
tiut it deoUlet spedyu in causes of falsnesse in ryche men, & kmyth h7m4 
rich OMUL stylle, & spekyth no^t in trewe causes of pore men, no he wyl 
no^t restore \>e lucre \>at he takyth in his falsneeae, ne pe 
harme \>at he doth to pe pore, but be ware pan peX doost )niB 
of ))in ende 1 8 

[A Knight tormented for his lU-goUen Goods."] 

PiS^c^iS?^ Exauwple \ Cesariw* seyth ]>at a knyjt klepyd ffredeiyk tf 
gJKjdtoa deed apperyd to a burgeys of a cyte on a blak stede, & out of 
pe kny^tes nose coin) smoke, & fiammys, & fyir wytA brimston. la 
pe kny^t was clad wyth schepe-skynnes, & bar in his necke an 
and said that he huge weyjte of erthe. & he seyde to pe burgeys : * jjis hors 
in Hell, Jjat beryth me is a feend, }?at turmentyth me, & beryth me to 

peyne of belle ; for I dyed & made no restitucyoun of my i6 
wrongys. I was schreuyn & was sory for my synne, but I 
beoauMhehad wolde nojt restore pe harmys pai I dyde, & J>crfore I am 
gotten TOo^^" dampnyd. Jjise schepysskynues wyih whiche I am wryed were 

scheep pat I took wrongfully of a wydewe, wytA whiche J>at ao 
I am brent, pe erthe f>at I here was lond psA I falsely gatt & 4f 
falsely purchased, pe whiche me peyneth in heuy weyjte of 
beryng. Jww^ alle levis of treen, euery gresse on erthe, euery 
droppe of watyr in J)e se & land, & enerj ston smal & gret 24 
weryn dyuerse tungys, pel alle to-gedyr my3te nojt tellyn pe 
[Pol. 69 a.] peyne J>at I suffere, & schal | sufferyn wytA-outyn ende 1 ' His 
sonys herdyn of J?is peyne pat here fadyr hadde, & keptyn 
stylle ]?at lond, and nojt woldyn restoryn it to pe heyris. what a8 
fell of hem in here ende, pua a clerk tellyth, Petrus Damianus : 

\_The Punishment of his Heirs^ 

wM^sSab^^a"* ^^^ theutonia was an erl of good name & of good condy- (^ 
monk cyouns, as be pe voys of pe peple. he deyid. A relygious 3a 

man sey^ in his spiryte in belle sytfcynge on pe oucr-ende of 
^ MS. in maigin : ' narrocto.' 
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a ladders bat erle : whicfi ledder« stood in be pytt of helle in- to sit on the 

upper end of a 

myddes of fyir-flammys stynkynge wytA brymston wellyng ladder in the pit 

of MelL 

& brennyng, & sethyng metatt. ]?e relygyous askyd J)e auwgyl 

4 J?at led hym, whi J?at good erle, f>at was so good a lyuere, was 

so peyned in helle ? be auTiffvl seyde : * for on of his fom- An angel told 
^1 , , , , ^, , themSnkthat 

faderys took a possessiouw fro holy cherche falsely, & neuere the count and 
■^ . " " his ascendants 

restoryd it ajen, & J?erfore he sytteth on f>e netherest stake of ^®^*?^^*r 
8 f>is ladders in helle in pe most peyne; for he was ]>e firs* ha^notrMtored 
ground of }?at wrong, on icTi of J?ise ey^te stakys a-bouyn p^^iIK^^ 
hym on J>e laddere sytten dyuerse soulys of his successouris Jjat ^oes^.^ ^^ 
weryn heyris after him. iche was heyr after o}?er, & non of 

12 hem wolde restoryn )?at possessioun, but seydin J?ei wolde kepe 
p&t lond as here fomfaderys hadde don. and )>erfore iche of 
hem sytteth a-bouyn oper on J?is leddere on dyuers stakys. And 
J?is erle is of Jjat blood in J?e tenthe degre, heyr fro hym pat 

1 6 began pat wrong, and for he wolde no3t restore, he is sett on 
pe tenthe stake. & as pej deyin of pat kynrede, one heyr 
after an-o}?er, J^ei schul be sett on J?is ledder, & J?is laddere 
schal be lengthyd fer-aftyr, tyl pe possessiouw is restoryd 

ao i^en.' 

Be ware 30 )>at takyn ony suche good falsely, & ^erne re- 

storyth it, er je schul be pe ground of ]?is laddere in helle, 

be-cause je be begynners of J?at wrong! And je pat heldyn 

34 forth swiche fals getyn good, & vsen forth suche false vsagys 

a3ens holy cherche ! for l)ow3 ^ tyraunt began ]7at wrong or All usurpers and 

their desoend- 
an-ober mys-ouerledere, 3e alle bat takyn ensaumple of hym, ants shaU be 
^ J - s. V punished in 

or counseyle to holde forth suche false customys a3en holy Hell. 

28 chercK-ry3t, & wyl no3t restoryn it be techyng of goddys 
woord, 30 schul be sette on )?is laddere in helle & alle J>o, heyr 
after heyr, man after man, ]7at kepyn & stylle ]?at good & pos- 
sessiouns Jjat falsely is gett of temperalte or sptn^ualte, of dede 

3a or of qwyke, & wyllen kepyn it farthe as here fom-faderys 
haue don, wyttynge ]?at it were vnry3tfully gett, and wytt no3t 
restoryn it. Takyth hede J?erfore to piB tale*, ryche & pore, 

^ MS. in margin : ' note ben^.* 
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))at getyn falsly yaare good in thefle, in myoherye, in &lBe 
marchaii9idyse, in halyday chaffaryng, in false othys, in fidae 
niesurys, in false aunserys, in fals tyUiyng, in raneyn, or in 
o}>er wyse vnry^tfnlly, as false seraanntys, false laboareryi»4 
false men of here crafie, }>at deserayn no^t her« hyre : ^ alle 
)>at ben in ony of )>ise poyntes, ^erne restoryth, ]>at yd mowe be 
sauyd fro ]?is laddere of belle to ]>e blysse of heued ! to whiche 
blysse, &c^ 8 



[Vol. 60 b.] Q^pituLum xxxiiij"*. 

Do qumqit6 sensibtia corporis. 

TheMPit of TTlReendys, here beforn I telde 50 w of a pytt of lusty s, Jnit is, ^ 
bo^^now A 5oure body, & of cormpte watyr in ymre pyt, })at is, ]>e n 

sentence of ]^ grete curse, & of a scope to caste oute wyt4 
with the Moop ]^ watyr of cursyng, whicl^ scope is penaunce. t baue told 30W 

also of ]7e wose in yyare pytt, ]>at is, alle }pt vij. dedly synnes. 

th«8keetof oon- 1 telde 90 w also of a skete, }>at is, contricyoun, to castyn out x6 

tiitkm, t> 1 • t> 

the skftTel of vryth ]^ nescn wose of synne, & of a scauel, )>at is, confessyoun, 

for to caste out wytA f>e bardere wose of synne. I teld 50U 

and the shovel of a schouel, ]>at is, satysfaccyoun, to caste out ]>er-wytA ]7e 
of Mtisftustion. ^ . ^ ,<» .*■■ « 

crommys of pe wose of ^oure synne. pcrfore, wytA J)e scope of 20 

penaunce caste out clene ^e watyr of ]^ grete curse I & wytA 

fe skete of contrycyoun, wytA )?e scauel of confessioun, and 

wyt^ ]>e schouyli of satysfaccyoun, caste out clene ]^ wose of 

dedly synne I 24 

Now, the water- And for ]?i8 day werk vs muste stoppyn J>e watyr-gatys 

senses, must be of oure pytt, bat be watyr of curse & be wose of dedly synne 

stopped to pre- x^jj v j 

▼entcurseand renne nojt a3en in-to oure pytt. flfor jif 30ure pyt in his entrees 

ing into the pit. be gtylle opyn & vnstoppyd, J>e corrupte watyr of curse & ]7e 28 

depe wose of synne rennyth in ajen, and so ymre pytt first 

> A few lines' si)ace is left at the bottom of this oolttmn as if to mark 
the beginning of a new section of the work. 
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is depe, & aft«r-ward wexith depper«. 'Abbissus abbissum 
inuocat ' \ ]?«rfore, ]?e v. watyr-gatys of ^oure pytt am ynwre 
V. bodyly wyttes ^, as crisostom seyth, super Mat. in imper/ec<o, 

4 omilia, xxxiiij. ]>e v. entrees of f>i body am Ipese ' : to se, to 
here, to swelewe, to smelle, to fele. ]nse ben pe v. watyr-gatys, 
Jje fyve entrees wherby watyr of curse & wose of synne entryn 
ajen in-to f)i pytt of lustys, but pei be stoppyd. Jere *, ' Mors 

8 intrauit per fenestras yestr&B.' 

J)e first watyr-gate is \>i syjte *. when ]>ou openyst J)in eyjne SIGHT. 

to se vanytes, iapys, or wommen, for synne, or oj?ere dyshonest 

mewbrys to stere )>e to sywne, or to se opere thynges to stere 

ia ]?e to lustys, to coueytise, or to cipere vyces; "p&nne mayst J>ou 

say J)us : myn ey3e has robbyd my soule of his lyif with watyr 

of lustys. In tre.', * Ocitlus mens depredatt^ est animam meam.* 

Jjerfore stoppe J)is watyr-gate, f>in eyje, wgth wepyng teiys. for 

i6 Abuile seyth, whilt wepynge terys come douw be ]>i chekys, it 

gon vp to god, & askyn mercy. Spere ]>i sy3t fro vanytees & fro Shut jrour eyes 

to TBiiity, ftnd 

]>e feend, & opene f>is gate of Jjin eyje to god, & se his wonderful behold the 

wOTaB ox vnOQ X 

werkys I se folke dye, se pe sacrament of pe awtere, se goodnes 
2o ]7at may stere pe to heuynes of sorwe, and a!Qi l^is schal stoppe 
pe gate of )?i sy^t, ]jat watyr of wyckydnes & wose of synne 
schal no^t entryn to ]ji soule be Jjin eyje. & pray to god f>us : 
lord stoppe myn ey^en pat J>ei se no vanytes. Ps«^ * Auerte 
34 oculos meos ne videant vanitatem 1 ' 

pe eectmde watyr-gate of J>i pytt is Jjin heryng '* whanne hearing. 
pan openyst f)in erys to here flatereris, or lyerys, bacbyterys, or 
rybaudye, & opere suche woordys of dyshoneste, panne he pe 
a8 gate of Jjin erys entryth a^en in-to J>i pytt pe watyr & pe wose ^^^^"'^ *^ 
of wyckydnes. J^erfore stoppe ]?is gate of Jjin erys fro pe feend Jj^J^^tij 
& fro sywne, & open) it to god, to heryn his woord, to heryn ^7°*^ ^^ 
his I serayse, to heryn pe voys of pe poore, to heryn goodnesse 1 [Fol. 70 »,] 

^ Pb* xU. (xlii.) 8. 

^ MS. in margin : ' antme q«inqt<« aquoBesunt icil. (?) BenBiu corpora^.' 

' MS. in margin : ' sensus corporales.* 

* Jer. ix. ai. ' MS. in margin: ' i. Eenaui vig««.' 

• Lament, iii. 51. ^ Ps. cxviii. (cxix.) 37. 
' MS. in margin: < a. Auditus.' 
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Taste. Smellimg. Example of the Palm-iuds. [<». mf. 



TA8TB. 



Abttahifhiin 



Bseundum Abnyle : stoppe ))iiie erys wytA thornyBy ])at is, wyth 
herjDg of scharpe reprmyngM & of scharpe techynges, wyU 
heryog of \>e dredefiili dome & of ))e dFedful! peyne in hello' 
ft of )>e dredfuH deth, wyth heryng of alle ]>iae stoppe ]>i watyr- 4 
gate of \nn erys, & pe watyr of wykydnee & ]» woee of eynoe 
achal no^t entryn in-to \n pytt be )nn heryng ! 

J?e iij. gate of ]n pytt is tastyng or swelwyng*. whasme Jnm J^ 
tastyst & swelwyst swete & delycate metys & drynkes, wyt48 
a frequent dely^t and wyth gredynes as a beste in excesse ft 
in wast, ]?anne entryth a^en watyr ft wose of wyckednesse ft of 
synne be pe gate of \>i swelwyng. ]>0rfore scbette, sper«, stoppe, 
piB gate to )>e feend, and open) it to god, wyth abstynence frt> i» 
delycacyes ft fro exces, wyth harde metys ft drynkes 1 and Jas 
schal stoppyn out J>e watyr ft J>e wose of synne fro pi swelwyng. 
secundum Abuile. 

pe iiij. watyr-gate of J^i pytt is smellyng ^ whanne paa hast i9 

gret dely^t to smellyn dyshoneste in leccherye ft synne, to ster« 

pe pe more to euylt, or to smelle swete herbys, swete spyces, or 

opere suche swete thynges, for ptA, entent to stere pe to lustys 

ft to yyces of pe flesch, penne entryth be }>at watyr-gate of ao 

]ji smellyng watyr ft wose of synne into }>i pytt ajen. ]>erfore 

but think of the stoppe be gate of bi nase in thynkynge how foul bou wer« in 

▼ileness of your 

birth and death! J?i concepcyoun and in ]?i bertbe I what art pou. in J>i flesch ? 

stynche & dunge I what schalt pou be in ]n graue ? stynkynge 34 

frowdys-mete 1 wyth pis styncbe, stoppe smellyng of }>i nase 1 



SMELLING. 



Do not delight 
in sweet odourB, 



[The Rotten Palm-buds,] 

Arwmius morti- Exaumple '. A good man clepyd Arsenit^ took burgeonys ^ 
8ten^of*rotten ^^ P^W^j & P^tte hem in watyr, tyl }>ei were rotyn, ft p&nne a8 
palm-buds. }^q smellyd )>erto wytA his nase, pat he schulde fele pe stynche 

of hem in-stede of pe swete smellys }?at he hadde dely3t in 

a-fore tyme. 

' MS. in margin : ' 3* ianua guattuJ' 

^ MS. in margin : ' note b«ne.' 

' MS. in margin : ' 'Eremplum boiium.' 
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\ThA Body of the Sweet-heart tised as a Remedy against 
Temptation,^ 

In yitis pa^r^^in ' I rede bat a frer«, smellyng swete onde Afriar delighted 
, in a woman's 

4 & bretn in kyssyng of a womman, was temptyd sore to lust kisses. 

of here, sche dyed, be frere on a ny^t toke here body out of be when she died, 

... ^ hetookherbody 

graue, and kepte be body priuely in bis selle, tyl sche stanke. as into his cell in 
■' ordertoover- 

ofte as he was temptyd, he smellyd to here body, & be ]?e stynche oomehispassioii. 

8 of here J>e lust of here swete breth was stoppyd fro his smellyng. 

Ry3t so, smelle J>ou what cometh of \>e, stynche & fylthe. 
]?e swettere mete & dryuke ]>ou vsest, J>e foulere stynche comyth 
fro ]>e. Ry^t so, \>e more dely^t Tpon hast to smellyn swete 

12 thynges, J>e more stynkyng wat^r & wose of synne entryth 
in-to J)i pytt. Smelle how stynkyng Ipou. art, J>ou were, & J>ou 
schalt be, and ]?anne stoppyst Ipon out Ipe w&tyr of lustys fro 
\>i smellyng 1 

ig \>e V. watyr-gate of ]?i pytt is ]>i felyng ^. whanne Jjou felyst feeling. 

1 7 or towchyst wyth mowth in kyssyng, wyth hand in gropyng, 
& wytA ony membre of ]>i body in towchyng ]?at steryn pe to 
sywne & luste, ]>a.nne entreth be J)e gate of ]>i felyng in-to 

ao ]>i pytt J)e watyr & wose of wykkydnesse. }>erfore spere, schette, 

& stoppe, I }>is watyr-gate of Ipi felyng, secundvm Abuyle, wyth [Fol. 70 b.] 

scharpe hayre next ]>i body nakyd, bothe lyggyng & goyng. Mortify your 

body with rough 

and \>ai schal stoppyn out of Ipe pytt of J)i flesc^ ]>e watyr ciottungi 
24 of lustys & ]>e wose of synne I "perfore seyth cn'sostom) in 

im^perfectOi omilia Ij.* Spere & stoppe alle ]>i v. watyr-gatys ', Keep yomr five 
]>i syjt, J)in heryng, ]>i swelwyng, Ipi smellyng, Ipi felyng, wytA cleanness, 
clennes & goodnes, & ]?enne watyr of wyckydnes may no^t entre. 
© ffigt^ra Ysa. xxxix.* ' Eruwt quinque ciuitates in terra egipti 
39 loquentes lingua chanaan.' ffyve cytees schal be in ]>e lond of 
thirknes spekyng wyth a chauTigyng tunge ^. J^is is for to saye, 
%ve citees schal be in the-therk body of man, ]>at arn ]>e v. 

^ MS. in margin : ' narrocio.' ' MS. in margin : ' ta^tus,* 

' MS. in margin : ' no^a bene.' * Isai. xix. 18. 

^ MS. in margin : ' quinque ciuitates in terra egipti interpretant«r (?) 
per 5 sensiM.' 
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bodyly wyttes, whiche schal spekyn wytA a channgyd tonge, 

whanne )?ei be stoppyd fuH of defines, )xit watyr & woee of 

•nd then joor lustys & of synne may no^t entryn be hem. as pus : \nn ey^, 

*^ ]>at epak before lecherous lokynges, afterward stoppyd wytA4 

will weep, clennes spekyth wepyng teerys. ))in erys, }iat fi^ spak dys- 

yoarmt honest herynges of bacbytyng, fUteiTDg, lesynges, & rybaadrye, 

win be intent afterward stoppyd wyih clennes ]>ei spekyn herywg of goodnes, 

ing, your month of goddys woord, of holy techynges. ]>i mowth * & ]n swelwyog, 8 

))at ferst spak exces of slaundere, of othys, of dyspysyuges, 

lesynges, waryinges, rybaudrye, & exces of delycacyes in metys 

and drynkes, whanne l^is mowth is stoppyd wytA goodnes, 

will pny, ]7anne it spekyth prayerys, gode woordys, & trewthe. ]>i nase ', i> 

yoor noM will bat spake ferst lykerous & swete smellyng, stoppe wytA dermes, 

ttvoid temptinif 

odoun, ft it schal speke stynche & peynefuH odours to avoyde oat lustys 

and TOUT body of Ipi flesch. )>i felyng, )7at ferst spak lustys of lecchery, of 

mychery, & thefte, stoppe it wyth clennes, & it schal speke i6 

chastyte, almes-dede, restitucyoun, & scharpnesse of bodyly 

penaunce. hcBC Abuile. ]>«rfore, be woordys of Isay xxxig.' 

Spere pm eyin pat pei se non euylt, stoppe ]nn erys ]7at )>ei j[ 

here no slaundre of o]7er mennys synne, schette ))i mowth )iat ao 

)7au speke non barme ne swelowe no^t exces, stoppe ]7i nase ]7at 

pon smelle no-thyng steryng pe to synne, schette ]7in handys 

fro mycberye & thefte, fro wrongftilt getyng of good, fro foule 

towcbynges & gropynges of dyshoneste, & Jeanne l^ise v. cytees, 34 

pat is, ]?i V. wyttes, pat ferst spekyn euyfi, whil j?ei were 

diffowlyd wj/th watyr & wose of synne, stoppe hem wytA clennes, 

& ]7ei schal spekyn as a chaungyd tunge. for pei schal be 

chaungyd fro synne to grace, fro euyl to goodnes ! 38 

[The Xing who never laughed,^ 

There was a Example de dono timorw*. A kyng euere in herte was (^ 

heuy. his ey3e was tumyd fro vanytees, his heryng, his swel- 

^ MS. in margin : * os.* ^ MS. in margin : 

' IsaL zxxiii. 15 (?). MS. in maigin : 'note bene.* 
* MS. in margin : ' narracio.' 



11. XZXUl. 15 ^l). JVLO. 11 

S. in margin : ' narracio. 
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wyng, his smellyng, & his felyng, were stoppyd w^A good 

gouernauwce fro ]?e watyr of curse & fro ]?e wose of dedly synDe. 

he neuere leyghed, ne made merthe. he made a feste to alle his who never 
•^ ° laughed. 

4 lordys & gentlys. in )?at feste he sate stylle in sadnes, & made ^* » fJ^Y'ii^ 
no chore to his lordys, but was alt pensyif & heuy. Oon of his ^^^^^^ 
lordys, \ai best durste spekyn, askyd hym why he was euere so Katead*Sa^ 
heuy of chore, wytA-oute gladnes. J>e kyng 3af non answere, JuSffiJthe 

8 but in schort tyme after, ]?e kyng dyde dyjten a chayere wytA "* 

rotyn feet, & it was sett ouer a pytt | full of brennyng fyire. [Fol. 71 ».] 

a-boue j^e chayere was hangyog a swerd be a smal threed, J>e 

poynt downwarde. be kyng dyde bis lord be sett in bis chayere, ordered the lord 
n, ,. , n . ... "^ .. ' tobeplacsedon 

I a pat repreuyd hym of his heuynesse, and dyde uij. men wytA iiij. a chair standing 

swerdys drawyn standyn a-boutyn hym settynge, )?e poyntes of ^^i^® » '^^dod 

here swerdys to his breest, ajens his herte, oon a-forn hym, jSSi^i^S"' 

an-o)?er be-hyndyn hym, & oon on eythir syde of him. )?e kyng ^l^JJ^imu 

1 5 dyd settyn a-forn hym all delycacyes of mete & drynk, & dyde neither^nS- 
schewyn a-fom hym all melodye of menstralsye. he sate stylle sorely Said.*^ 
heuyly & eete no3t. J)e kyng bad hi?/* Iey3hen, & be merye, 
& etyn. J>e lord seyde, ' I may make no merthe for drede of 

ao my deth. I may no^t ete for sorwe ; for I se peryles of my deth 

a-boue me, & be-nethe me, & on iche syde of me.' be kyng Then, the king 
' ' ^ r J ® told him thaT 



seyde : * J>ou repreuedyst me for I am euere sory & pensyif. my hisownrewwn 

skyl is ]?is ! I am be-set al aboute wytA grettere peryles J>an '^^ stm more 

24 ]?ou seest aboute ]je. my chayere is my body of speer brotyl 

& rotyn bonys, in whiche my soule sytteth. be-nethe is ]?e pytt 

of helle brennyng wytA fyir redy to brenne me, whanne my for his sonl was 
' ^ ^ ^ 'i <* ^ threatened with 

soule partyth fro my body, ]jat is frele & brotyl. A-boue me the pains of 

a8 hangyth J)e swerd of f>e wreche of god redy to smyte me. 
be-hynde me folowyn my sywnes redy to accuse me. a-forn 
me I se vnsykernes to w^A-stonde feendys ))at temptyn me. 
On my left syde I se dyssese, aduersite, tn'bulacyouw of J>is 

3a world. On my ry3t syde I se prosperyte, rycches, wordly wor- 
schyppe, redy to dampne my soule for my mysgouernauTice. 
Jjise be scharpere to myn herte for dreed of endles peyne & 
endeles deth }?an ]ji peryles owyn to be to Jjin herte, }>at schewyn while the lord 

3(5 to ]je but a schort bodyly deth. Jjerfore, I stoppe my v. wyttes g^ST'^lf*^ 
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fro wat^ of lustys & vanyteeB, fro wose of synne, wytt heaynes 
& sadnesse, & make no ioye ne m^he.' 

]xm man & womman art gostiy be-sett al abowte, aboayn 
& be-nethyn, wytA peryles as \>e kyng was. ]>erfore, 8toppe4 
J>i V. watergatys of J>i pytt, J>at is, \>e v. wyttes in |>i body*, 
Spiritnal wvtA ffostlv dreed & heuynes, & banne scbal be v. cytees in 

■nanftSm liii. ^^^' "P^^ ^^* ^ ^' ^7^^^^ ^^ P^^ erthely body, spekyn wyU 
a chaungyd tunge I )>ei schal be cbaunged in-to sn-oper langage, S 
pei schal be chaungyd fro wycked to good, fro fylthe to clennes, 
fro synne to grace ! ' hec mutacto i\exiere excelsi */ Jiaiuie schal 
watyr & wose of lustys & synne be schett oat of ]>i pytt, ]>a9»ne 
schal \>i pytt be clene & full of grace in body & soule, and i> 
in ]>e ende of J)e world full of ioye ! 
To J>at ioye brynge vs he, &B '. 



Capitulum xxxv"^. 
De quinque sensibitd spiri^alibtt^. i6 

HEre be-forn I teld 50U of v. watyrgatys of ^oure pytt, pat ^ 
is, of ^oure v. bodely wyttes, how je muste stoppe hem 
fro pe feende & fro synne, ]?at watyr & wose of lustys ft 
wykkydnesse entre nojt, & pat ^e schutt opyii) hem to god- ao 
ward, pat goodnes & clennes myjt entre in-to ^oure body. As 
Toyouroorpona pou hast V. watyrgatys in pe vttew-warde, owtward in pe pytt 

96X1868 OOrre* .1111.1 i»i 

Bpond of ]?i body, be whiche watyr & wose of lustys & synne entryn 

[Fol. 71 b.] in-to ]ji body, but | }>ei ben wel stoppyd ; Kyjt so, pou. hast v. 24 
five ipirituai watyrgatys in pe inder^-warde of ]ji soule, whiche, whan it arn 
inu8tai8obe no^t wel schett & stoppyd, pe watyr & wose of wyckednes 
wickedness. entryth in-to ]ji soule. 

pe V. watyrgatys * of ]?i soule ben |?ise, secundtum doctorem «8 

^ MS. in margin : < no^a bene de 5 BenstbuB corporalihug* 

* Pb. Ixxvi. (Ixxvii.) ii. 

' Cf. the conclusion of Chapter xi p. 76. 

* MS. in margin : ' 5 senaus sptn^oales.' 
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qui ^icituv W\u8 ma^ris * : vndyrstondyng, desyr«, delyjt, 
mynde, & witt. vnderstondying is J>e syat in Jje ey3e of soule, 
desyre is )?e ere & )?e heryng of )ji soule, delyjt is }>e mowth & 
4 f)e swelwyng of fi soule, mynde is {)e nase & ]?e smellyng of \>\ 
soule, wytt & consent is }>e felyng of }?i soule. whan f)e ey^e The sight ex- 
of }>i body seeth vanytees, Jjawne f)i soule settyth his ey3e of 
vnderstondyng to \>o vanytes whiche f)i bodyly eyje seeth, & understanding. 
8 ]?a7ine entryth watyr of lustys & wose of sywne thruj bo}>e ]ji 
gatys, f>at is, thru^ ]ji bodyiy eyje & thru^ ]?in vnderstondyng 
in-to \>\ soule. whawne J)ou heryst wytA )?i bodyly erys harme, the hearing 
dyspy3t, dyshoneste, of ojjere lustely, }>i soule bowyth ]?«rto his 

12 ere of desyr«, havyng ]?«rto desyre to heryng of his bodyly erys, desire, 
& Jjawne entryth in-to ]?i soule at bothe gatys, Ipai is, at ]?i 
bodyly eryn & at desyre of f>i soule, }>e watyr & wose of lustys 
& of synne. whanne J>ou wy\h \fi mowthe, tunge, & throte, the taste 

i6tastyst & swelwyst exces & swetnes of delycacyes, )?anne J)i 
soule swelwyth vry\h hys throte of delyjt }jat exces & ]?at delight, 
swetnesse, & so be J>ise two gatys, J)at is, be J?e throte of J>i 
body & be dely3t of J>i soule, wat^ & wose of lustys & synne 

35 entryth ajen in-to }>i pyt of body & soule. whawne }>ou wytA 

31 bi nase smellyst swete sauot^ of dyshonest smellyng, bi soule the smelling 

lust, 
smellyth }>er-to also with his nase, }>at is, wytA his mynde, 

hauyng mynde futt in ^pai smellyng, ]7anne entryth a3en in-to J)i 

34 pytt be bothe f>o gatys, be )?e gate of \>i smellyng & be J)e gate 

of l^i mynde, watyr of lustys & wose of synne. whawne ]>ou be 

}?e gate of ]?i bodyly towchyng wyt A hand or mowth or wytA the feeling 

ony o^er membre of \\ body art steryd to sywne & lustys, j?i 

a8 soule putteth J>er-to his felyng, )pai is, his wytt & consent, ]?awne wiu and con- 

entryth in-to }?e at bothe gatys, at ))i bodyly felyng & at ]?e 

consent of ]?i soule, ]?e watyr of lustys & \>q wose of synne. 

naum in fine ^ : * ad apercwmem pandentwr porte tue, ignis 

^ All that could be found about this name is that Magdalen College, 
Oxford, possesses a MS. described as Liber sermonum qui dicitur flliua 
matris. Gf. Goxe's Catalogus Codlcum MSS. qui in Gollegiis Aulisque 
Oxoniensibus adservautur. Part II. p. 46. Magdl. Coll. No. Ixxxi. 

* Nahumiii. 13. 



224 Tie Pool Betknda meam jfonr Canseienee. [ol nx?. 

deuorftbit yectes toas,' ]>at b for to seye, necmm dw rn doctoirem 

Abuile, \>i gatys of ]>i x. wyttes, pat is, of ]n y. bodyly wytte 

& of pi fyve gostly wyttes, whenne it am openyd to wikkyd- 

nesse, pe fyir of lustys brennyth & denowrytk pe banya of )>i 4 

gatys, whiche barriB am drede of god & schame of pe world. 

but whanne pe fyir of lostys is entryd wyt^inne )ii gatys^ it 

brennyth awey )>i dreed to god & J^i scbame to pt world, for p€fa 

wexist 80 bold in ]7i synne, pat pon dredyst no^t god, no paa 8 

dredyst no^t wordly schame, & so comyth in i^en at ]>i gatys 

in-to ]7i pytt pe watyr of curse & pe wose of sytine, and 

drencbyth ])i eoule. 

piae y. wyttes of )>i soule, vnderstondyng, desyre dely^te, ([[, 

interprotaikm m3mde, & wyll, mowe be figured \ Job. y.^ be be pyt bat bad 13 
of tiiepool 

V. eutrees, & iebe entre lay ful of syke folk. An aungyl, be 



[Fol. 72 ft,] certeyn tyjuies, steryd pe watyr in J>e pytt, and what syke body 

my^te ferst entre in-to pe pytt after pe styrryng of pat wat^^ 16 

he was made hole & heyl of what syknesse so euere he badde 

The pool is thy be-forn. bis pyt is bi conscyens, in whiche watyr of lustys 
vonsoience. x jt^ x .^ » ^ „ 

& wose of synne standyth stylle & abydeth as watyr m a pytt. 

lu five porches Ps' * Statuit aquas quasi in ytre.' be y. entrees of bi con- ao 

arethyipiritual . *.'i. ,., 

■enees. scyens am J>i y. gostly wyttes a-fom seyde, in whiche y. wyttes 

lyen myche folk syke, summe are syke in euyl ynderstondyng, 

summe in euytt desyirc, summe in euyl de]y3t, summe in euyl 

mynde, summe in euyl thou3t, summe are syke in euyl wyl 34 

The angel is the consentyng to pe dede of synne. but sum-tyme pe aungyl, bat 

priest who 

moves thy con- is, pe prechouT of goddys woord, styrreth & troubelyth pe 

scieiioe 

watyr of lustys in pe pyt of J)i conBcyence, & who-so wyll after 

Jjot styling, pat is, after pe repreuyng & tecliyng of goddys a8 

woord, first, or deth come, gon in-to pat pytt, J>at is, who-so 

jeme entryth in-to his conscyence in takyng hede how stynkyng 

his consciens is in watyr of cursydnes of lustys & in wose of 

sywne, and ]7anne ^eme caste out a^en pat corrupte watyr wyth 3 2 

to repentance, pe Bcope of penaunce : }>anne schal he be made heyl of his synne, 

what synne euere it be, so fat he stoppe wel p&nne pe x. watyr- 

^ MS. in margin : ' quinque 8«n8t» spiH^uales ; ' below : ' figura.' 
* John V. 2-4. ' Pb. Ixxvii. (Ixxviii.) 13. 



cH. XXXV.] Story of the Damnation of a Valiant Knight, 225 

gatys J>at I haue seyde before, }>at J>e watyr of wyekydnes come 

^ Dc^t in a^en. J^ise syke folk forseyde lyen in }7e x. entrees of The sick who lie 

^^ _ , , in the poKhes 

pis pytt, in V. entrees of ]je body & in v. entrees of ]?e soule, of the pool 

4 J>at is, in v. bodyly wyttes & in v. wyttes of ]?e soule, wherfore 

]?ei mowe be seyd ]?e x. leprys in J>e gospel ^ ]?at cryed to god to 

be curyd. ]?erfore crye ]?ou to god, bat he cure ]?e bat lyest in may be oom- 

pax^d to Binners 
}>is tenfold^ lepre of sywne in \\ x. wyttes, out of J^is watyr who cry for 

8 & wose of synne, & Jjat he stoppe so J)i gatys of \\ x. wyttes, 

when }>e watyr & wose of synne is cast oute wytA penaunce, ]?at 

J?e lepre of wyckydnesse neuere after infecte J>i soule. 

(& . \_The Damnation of a Valiant Knight^ 

12 Beda de gestis Anglori^m^ he seyth: a knyat was in Inglonde, An English 

° ^ ° "^ •'-' . knight, who was 

noble & worthy in armys, but he was wykkyd & cursyd in ^*^ ^"* 

werkys, for alle ]?e wyttes of his body & soule, his syjt, his 

heryng, his mowth, his nase, his felyng, & alle his membrys of 

1 6 body, his vnderstondyng, entente, desyre, dely3te, mynde, & 
wyll, ]jei openyd hem to receyue all cursydnesse & synne, ]?ow3 
be was iche ^ere onys schreuyn. he stoppyd no^t ]?e gatys of 
his X. wyttes, but euere kept hewi opyn, ]?at ]je watyr of synne 

ao & of lusty s plenty uously, eu«ry ^ere more ]jan oJ>er, entryd a^en 

in-to his pytt, & drenchyd his soule. At ]?e laste he lay syke. feU ill. 

& his kyng com) to hym to loke how he faryd, & conseylid hym Thekingadvised 

, him to confess ; 

to be schreuyn. ]?e kny3t seyde : ' My lege, 5 if I were schreuyn, but he reftised 

34 men wolde saye Jjat I were feryd of deth. I wyl abyde jit, tyl J^J^^^j^wSn 
I se more nede.' his sykenes wexe euery day more J>an o}>er. 5jiJi^f*SJSh. 
)je kyng kom ajen, & bad hym be schreuyn. ]?e knyjt seyde : 
* my lord, now it is to late, for now I am demyd & dampnyd, 

a 8 be-cause I wolde nojt leve my synne whil I myjte, tyl now my 
synne hath lefte me. & whawne I was schreuyn, it was more 
for schame of J>e world & for dreed of belle ]?an for loue of god. 
& in my schryfte, ]?e ga|tys of my wyttes were euere opyn [Fol. 72 b.] 

3a & redy to tume ajen to synne. Syre Kyng, a lytel to-fore 30 

kam in here to me, here comyn in two fayre aungelys. ]7e ton two an^ came 

in to hmi 
sett at my bed-hede, & )>e oper at my beddys feet. )>e aungelys 

* Luke xvii. 12. ' MS. in margin: * narracto.' 
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TAe Knight ripped open bj/ Fiend*. 



[oi. ] 



to MTe hif tonl. 

Bat th^y oould 

ttUeieonly 

afBWffooa 

doedithathe 

htd done in his 

youth; 



while the fiends 
ptodaoeda 
whole book ftill 
of his sins. 



So the ftngels 
left him. The 
fiends ripped 
him open from 
head to foot ; 
and when 



their swords 
met at his 
heart, he died. 



seyde : '' }>i8 man achal deyin. leie vs loke )if we hane ony ry)t 
to haue his soule." )>at one aungytt drewe forth a book out of 
his bosome, wretyn wyUk letterys of gold, in whiche book I sei^ 
wretyn a fewe gode dedys ]>at I dede in my ^uthe, ft I sey^ 4 
how ofte I was schreuyn of my synne : & ]>anne gretly I enioyed, 
for I wende a ben sauyd. ]>anDe anon come in two borryble 
feeudys, & on of hem schewyd out a gret book in whiche is 
wretyn all my synnes. J?e feendys seyde to )>e aangellys : ** why 8 
stonde ^e here ? ^e haue no ry^t to haue }pia soule. his gode 
dedys in ^ot^re book were don in his ^outhe, & he lefie of 
manye ^erys gon. his scbryfbe in ^oure book was no^t worth, 
for he had no sorwe for his synne ; & ^it, )>ow) sumtyme he had it 
sorwe, he purposyd to tume a^en to bis synne ; and ^it, sumtyme 
)x)W3 he purposyd to forsakyn his synne, he brake his penaunce, 
or ellys dyde his penaunce out of charyte and in dedly synne. 
he wolde make none amendys for his wronger, ne restore, ne 16 
paye his dettys to )>e qwyke, ne to j^e dede, ne to holi cherch. 
Jwfore, his schryfte in joure book is no^t worth 1 " )>e aungelys 
seydin : '* je feendys seyn sooth I go we hens ! " Syre kyng, ]je 
aungelys arn gon, ]?e feendys am here stylle by me. )>e o feend 20 
slyteth wytA a swerd my body, & begynneth at myn heued 
dounwarde. now his swerd is at myn ey3in, J)«rfore I am 
blynde. )3e oJ>er feend wytA a scharpe swerde begynneth at my 
feet, A cleuyth vpward my body. lo syre kyng, now her« 34 
swerdys metyn to-gedyre at myn hertel I am dampnyd body 
& soule I ' ]?amie he dyed. 



Keep your 
senses clean 
flrom sin I 



Markyth )?is tale ^ I taketh hede, & drede "^oure ende ! scope 
out yiure watyr of cursede dedys wytA }>e scope of penaunce 1 28 
caste out ]?e wose of dedly synne wytA ]?e skete of contricyoun^ 
with ]?e scauel of confessioun, and wyt^ J>e schouele of satys- 
faccyoun, & stoppe wele 3our« watyr-gatys of ymre v. bodyly 
wyttes wyth a full purpos neu^re to turne a^en to ymre synne I 32 
And whanne J)e watyr of curse is clone stoppyd out, & Jje wose 
of synne clone cast oute, & 50ur« watergatys of joure ten wyttes 



* MS. in margin : * no^a.* 



CH. XXXV, XXXVI.] The Pit mvsl be dug deeper in Petfection, 227 

wel schett, )?at watyr & wose come no3t a3en in- to ymre pytt, 
Jeanne is J>e pytt of ymre body clene yfyih grace 1 whiche grace 
schal brynge 50U, body & soule, at ]?e doom to endeles ioye. 
4 To whic^ ioyje brynge vs he, &d. 



Ca,pitulum xxxyj. 

De vanis cogitacio7iibi&8, verbis & operibtw. 

^ X haue told 30U be-fom dyuerse dayis how je schul scopyn 

8 -^ out of ^oMie pytt of lustys, ]>at is, ^otire body, wyth ]>e 

scope of penauTMje f)e corrupte watyr of ]>e grete curse, & bow 

36 schul castyn oute ]>e stywkyng wose of dedly synne wyih pe 

skete of contrycyouw, wj/ih Ipe scauett | of confessiouTi, and [Fol. 78 a.] 

I a wyih pe schouytt of satysfaccyoun. I haue telde 30U also how 

36 schal schettyn & stoppyn J>e v. watyrgatys of 30ure bodyly 

wyttes & ]>e v. watyrgatys of 3owre soule, Ipat is, 3ourtf v. gostly 

wyttes. aif aowre pytt be fermyd clene fro be watyr of curse & When the pit, 
-* -* ^ " i *' your body, is 

16 fro )>e wose of synne, & alle ]?e watyrgatys of yiure bodyly d^ from cu«e 

& gostly wyttes be stoppyd wel fro comyng in a36n of corrupte ^^^^I'^OTDoSiT* 
watyr & wose of lustys & of synne/ j^awne 30wre pytt is drye J2^*SS?well 
& clene, but it is schelde in pcrfeccyoun, frelte, febylnes, P™*®***®^ • 

20 vnkuTinyng, in ignorauru^e & vnknowyng, ]?at it hath in hym- 
self no kyndely spring of watyr of swetnes & of clennes in his 
owne grouwi/ be-cause it is no3t depe ynow doluyn in par- 
feccyoun. & but it be doluyn depperg in pcrfeccyouw, vnclene 

24 maters & wose of vyces wyl falle aboue fro wyked spirytes in 

be eyre, & drenchyn aaen a soule/ berfore, be nedyth delue bi then your pit 
' •' -^ J „ , must be dug 

pytt so depe in perfeccyouw ]?at it mowe be a welle hauyng deeper in per- 

a kyndely spryng of swete waters/ 

aS ]>anne muste f)e do two ]?inges ^ : on is, to deluyn out f)e F»rat. the gravel 

grauel & ])e sande ^pai lyith stylle be-nethe ]?e wose, tyl fxni th^thetrolT*^ 

come to a lowe ground of spring. An-o]?«r is, J>e muste make "JSfgtonei!^ 

J>i8 welle, whanne it is depe ynow, wytA lyme & ston,. and 

3 a Jeanne wil it dure & no3t fayle. 

^ MS. in margin : * nofa duo.* 

Q 2 



228 Tke Oravel amd Sand <f Idlenea. [ok nzn. 

GrmlaadMiid ffirst ]>ou muste avoyde )>e grauel & \>e sand*! \nB graoMlL^ 

SttSSi, & sand is ydelnesse & esc, wyU-oute fraytfdll oocnpacyomt. 

})ow) }>oa be clene fro wose & watyr and lostjs, ft siandyst 

stylle ydel, wyiA-oute good occupacyoun, ]><m art bat bareyn as 4 

grauel & sande, ]>at beryn no fruyte, Beeundum crlaaaiomum, in 

iaperfecto, omt7ia xx^. And )>oa art heuy as sande in slugnesse ; 

as \>e man first slayn of moyses ailerward was hyd in }>e sande, 

so ]><m first art slayn of Moyses, qui interpretatur Aquoticitf, 8 

J>at is, of wattry wose of synne, and afterward ))ou [art] byd A 

wi7ed & perscbed & deed in ]>e sonde of ydelnes. 'Moyses 

percossit egipcium & abscondit earn zabulo *.' ]ms watery wose 

of synne sletb "pe egypcyan, and bydetb bim in \>e sond of 12 

which coniiitoof ydelnesse. bis ffrauel & sonde is iij. fete depe. bat on fote 
idle thought!, *' . . . 

y is in }>e herte, ]>at is, ydel thon^tes. 'Peruerse cogitactones 

separant anifiiam a deo'; sap) -prtmo*, wycked tboi:^tes de- 

partyn mannys soule fro god. Cnso^omtM seytb : wo to ym 16 

}>at speryn out of ^oure berte \>e mynde of cristes passioun & 

bis goodnesse, with ^our« wycked & ydel tbou^tys, & haue made 

^oure berte an bogg^^s cote & a denne of tbeuys, \>ai is, a dwell- 

yng-place of feendys ! As 53 baue scbett crist out of ^oure 20 

bertys, wytA ^oura euytt tbou^tes, so crist scbal scbette ^ow out 

of beuen), and wj/th feendys, whom ^e baue receyuyd, ^e scbal 

dwelle/ ]?crfore, caste out f)is sande & grauel of ^oure ydett 

& euytt tbou3tes, for )?is is ]>e firste fote in deptbe. *4 

idle words, % pe sect^nde fote deptbe is in ]>i tunge, J>at is, ydel & euyl C 

woordys. Of eucry ydel woord "pon spekyst Jjou scbalt jyve 
acouwtys at ]>e day of dome, Mat. xij.* Crisostomiw seytb: 
wo ! wo ! to ydel & wycked spekerys ! 3if pon baddyst openyd 28 

[Fol. 78 b.] I^i tunge & stynkyng mowtb to baue praysed | pi god, pon 
Bcbuldest baue sungyn wyih aungellys in beuen), w^A-outyn 
ende, 'Sanc^us ! sanc^s! sanc^us I dommusdeus omnipotens,'boly! 
boly I boly I almy3ty god I & for pou bast nojt openyd ]?i moutbe 32 
to prayse ]?i god, but spekyn ydett woordys & iapys, lesynges & 
opere slauwiere, periore jellyng, roryng, & wepyng, pan scbalt 

^ MS. in margin : ' i. ociositas.' ' Exod. ii. 12. 

^ Sapientia i. 3. * Matt. zii. 36. 



CH. xxxvi.] Idleness in Thotight^ Word, and Deed. 229 

cryin w^A feendys in helle, wytA-outyn ende, ' ve! ve 1 vel qt^tnte 
su»t tenebre !' wo I wo I wo I grete am my therknessis in peyne ! 
J>e mouth J?at lyeth in ydel woordys sleeth J>e soule, Sap. j.^ 
4 & j. ad cor. xv." wycked & ydett woordys con'uptyn gode 
manerys. J)erfore, delue out }>is sande, ]?i8 grauel of \>i tunge, 
\>ai is, ydett & euytt woordys, for Jjis is ]?e secwrode fote in 
depthe ! 

^ IT But J?e iij. fote in depthe is ydelnes in f>i dedes ', \>ai is, and idle deedi. 
9 whaT^ne \fO\x leuyst *occupacyouw of gostly profyjt, & werkyst 
dedys of vanytees & of no prafyjt ne of frute to ]ji souls, seynt 
Austyn seyth : O }>ou vnprofyteable & drye tre worthy to euer- 

12 lastyng fyir, what schalt ))ou answers at ]?e day of dome, 
whanne al ]?e tyme of ]?i lyvyng schal be inquiryd of J>e how 
)?ou hast dyspendyd it in ydett werkys ? Crisostomti^ seyth \n 
imi^erfectOy omilia, xxvj* : who is ydel ? he Ipat thynketh nojt, 

i6 spekyth no^t, ne werchyth no3t, to }>e worschipp) of god. jif 
Jjou stele, Jjou art no3t ydel, but Ipou art deed, ^if ]>ou. releue 
no^t Ipe poore wytA \>i good, }?anne art J>ou ydel, for ]?au doost 
no^t Ipe werk of god. jif \>ovi be drunke or glotouTi, pou art 

ao deed & no^t ydett. jif Ipon kepe mesure in etyng & drynkynge*, 
& ^euyst no^t Iperoi to ]>e pore, }>anne art ]>on ydel, for ]>ou 
doost no^t goddys werkys, \>at is, almes-dede. ^if pcu leue att 
dedly sywne, & kepyst j^e in veyn & in ydel restyng J)at Jjou 

34 wylt no^t occupye \>e in goddys werkys, ]?anne art ]>aa ydel, for 

it is noat ynow to forsake bi synne & ben ydel fro gode werkys. It is not enough 
"^ " . . foryoutofor- 

but be muste forsake bi synne & don gode werkys. 'declina sake your sin, 

f r ^ o J but Tou must do 

a malo & fac bonum • ! ' p&i Ipon mowe seyn wy th ]>e apos- f^^ works. 

a8 telys "^ : lo, we forsake alle f>inges, ]>at is, alle synnes, & we 
folowe ]>e in f)i werkys. ]?erfore, jif J>ou wylt nojt be deed in 
dedly synne, ne ydel & vnfruytefutt as sande & grauel, forsake 
J>i synne & do wel I ' ' Sint lumbi ve«^ri prccincti, id est, a ptfc- 

52 cato, & lucerne ardentes in manibz^ ye«^is, id est, lucidum 

* Sapientiai. 11. ^ i Cor.xv. 33. 

* MS. in margin : * 3. opera vana.* * MS. gostly crossed. 
■ MS. drynk-kynge. • Ps. xxxiv. 14, and xxxvii. 27. 

' Matt. xix. 27 ; Mark x. 28 ; Luke xviii. 38. • Luke xii. 35. 



280 Tke Story of an Idle YouU. icm. ixm, 

exeniplum sit in operihus vmcHb.* Oiaorto im w aeyth: he )mt 

werkyth no^t goddys werk in ))i8 world, bat stondyth stylle 

ydel, & werkyth vanytees, etyth ft drynketh ft wastyth yytayles 

of god, ft seruyth hym no^t, in ]>e dper world he adud fiutyng 4 

be put oute of goddys hows, whanne opere \Hxt ban wronjt wel 

here goddys werk schal be takyn in-to goddys bouBehold^ ft 

Idle thougfau, etyn of be mete of lyif Idel tboustM, woordys, ft dedya^ it ani 

words* and 

deed! as graaett & sande ; for ]>e kymelys of ))e grauel or of aande 8 

are numberieM, am wytA-oute noumbre, so ]3in ydel thon^tes, woordys, ft 

^coherent m dedys, arn wyt^-outyn noumbrs, ft bareyne as sande wytA-oate 
profy^t, & varying, discordeng asundre, departyd in-to dyotfrse 
dysirte, none hangynge wytA o\>er as kymellys of grauel. pla i> 

unfit for build- sand ft grauel of ydelnes is no ground to settyn on oufv ston- 
werk ; wherfore ^ou nedyth to takyn a spade, ft deluyn out \nB 
grauel & sande of ydelnes. \>iB spade muste [be] clennes, of 

[Fol. 74 a.] which 1 wyl telle | 30 w eak-oper day, 16 

[The Young Sirmer who could not be saved by Prayers.^ 

Ex vitis pah-um \ A ^ong man was temptyd in herte wytA ^ 
ydett thou3ty8, ft to ydel wooi'dys, ft to ydett dedys of vanytes, 
An oW man & to leccherye. he prayed an old man to pray for hym. ])e 20 
young «i™»^ old man was an holy lyuere. J>e old man prayed for him, ft J>e 
thefeM^^lnT 5^^8 ^^^ synned neuere ]>e lesse. On a nyjt, in a vysioun, 
toeyoSh^'*'^ J>e old man seyj ]>e jong man syttyng, & dyuerse feendys in 
fiSSsTancrhow lykenesse of wowimen pleying a-fom hym, ft }>e jonge man 24 



was wioth with hadde grete dely^te in here pley, As pe old man thou^te in )>at 
vysioun. ft \)e gode aungyl of Ipat ^ung man was wroth a^ens 



his good angel^ 

hym, for he ros no^t vp ft prayed to god of helpe/ On ]>e 

in the morning morwe after, be old man seyde to be iung man : ' brothir, it is a8 

he told the . ' ^ ^ r 5 6 

young man J>i defaute 'pat my prayerys am no^t herd of god for pe; for 

I seye ])is nyjt how feendys temptyd pe to wyeked thou^tys, 

woordys, & dedys, & pan sate stylle in ydylnesse & ese, ft 

woldyst nojt ryse to avoyde hem wytA ]?i prayere, but haddyst 3* 

delyjt in ]?o ydett thou3tes, woordys, ft dedys. and Jjerfore ]?i 

^ MS. in margin : ' narract'o/ 
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good auwgyl was sore agreuyd wytA ]?e. how schulde temp- 
tacyouw of ydel thoujtys, woordys, & dedys, avoyde fro )?e be 
my prayerys, but )?ou woldyst laboure & praye also 1 A syke that, without 

4 body )?at wyl nojt leue noyot^« metys & drynkys may nojt ben ^^^^^^'^il'R^®" 
hole & curyd J>at whyle be medycyne of his leche/ Ky3t bo, ^^[^jjj^, 
)30u vsyst ydelnesse, ease, & reste, noyons to J)i soule, in sek- 
nesse of temptacyouw. ]?erfore, fro ]?ise temptacyouws J)ou 

8 mayst no^t be curyd be my prayer^.' 

)?erfore, )?ou J>at syttest stylle here in cherc^, vnocnpyed (The idle one 

& thynkest on \!i muk & on of>er ydelnes, & spekyst ydett 

woordys, or slepyst as a beste in goddys seruyse, & be tempta- 

la cyouw of feeadys^ & nojt wylt arysen in ]?in herte wytA 

deuocyoun to clensyn olit ]je ydel thou^tys & woordys wytA \\ 

prayerys, ne wyt/t holy mynde of cristes passiouTi, how thynkest 

bou to be sauyd w^A ober mennys prayer*, & wylt noat helpe may not be 

saved by the 
1 6 Jjerto }>i-self wytA \\ prayere % pwere of 

Jf Ex vitis pa^wm^ A Jung man seyde: 'what schal I do? The youth asked 
eueremore ydetl & wycked thoujty* sle me in herte/ J)e olde do. 
man seyde: 'whan ]?e modyr wanyth here child, sche wety th J^P^i^d : '^Jf^ 

ao here tetys yjyih sum byttere thyng, & so |3e chyld felyng ofte appWb/g wme 
l?at bytternes leuyth his soukyng ». So fou putte ]?in herte in ^^h^'lf^r 
byttere thou^t of }>i deth, & in thoujt of byttere peynes endles, £^ved from 
in helle ordeynyd redy for J)e, but )?au amende )?e ; thynke in thS&in^of tSe 

34 ]7in herte as a synfuU wrecche thou3te in his herte, ^eeundwm 
Jacobum de Vitriaco : }>ei ]?at are dampnyd, schal Jjei be sauyd 
after a M* 3ere? thynke }?ou, "nay." what after MM* ^erel 
thynke ]?ihi, " nay." what after as many thowsand jere as dropys 

38 of watyr am in J^e se ? thynke )?ou, " nay.'' and 3if )?ou thynke 
\us^ ]7anne schal ]7i thou3t be troubelyd and a-dred, & Jeanne it 
schal begynne to putte awey ydel thou3iys, woordys, & occupa- 
cyouiis, & }>aMne schalt ]?ou thynke ]?at fleschly folke am foule 

3 a blynded wytA )?e feend in here ydelnesse, J>at for a schort tyme 

* A gap ? 

^ MS. in margin : ' narracto.* The first stoxy continued. 

^ MS. in margin : ' exemp2«m bonum.' 
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of lyvyng her« myspendyn it in ydelneaae ft in TMiyte, ft 
dampnyn hem-self to endles peyne.' 

}>0ffore, wytA )>i8 byttemes foneyd, patte fro ])e ]>e tetys of 
ydylnes, ))at ]>ou sooke no more ])er-of for no dely^! Oa8ie4 
[VoL 74 b.] out )>i8 grauel ft | )>i8 sond of ydelnes, wytA good occapa<70im I 

[The Devil writing Idle Wards on a Scroll] 

The Deirii wrote Jacobus de Vitriaco seyth ^ bat a feend in a cherch wrote 9 

on a icroll the 

idle woi^s ydett woordys, ft iangelynges, ft rownyngM, ft whanne his rolle 8 

hoiyaenrioe. ^^8 fill wretvn he sette on his teeth to drawe out hia rolle 

In an effort to *' 

ffiTterth he*^ larger* ft bredderc, })at he myjte ¥rryte \)eron more, as he 
£|2*im^ drewe -wyth his teeth on pe rolle hysw heued smote a^ns )» 
the wtSL wM. An holy man seyj him, ft seyde : * what doost "pon u 

feend?' )>e feend seyde: 'I wryte rownynges ft talys spokyn 

in J>is cherche.' 

I trowe "pe feend hath nede to drawe lenger* ft braddere his 
rolle here ; for it is ellys to lytel to wryten on alle pe talys i6 
tolde in pia chercti, for it is neuere lefte, but it be at Bacre, 
for prechyng, ne schryfte, ne schame, ne dreed of god ne of J>e 
world, but pej amendyn hem, ]7ei schutt be perysched both 
body ft soule 1 ao 

[The Talkative Nun burnt in the Upper Part of Tier Bodf/.] 

The body of * A nuwne, chast of body but ydel in woordys, in iapys, & in 

• talkativenun ^, , ,, , . , , ., ., . 

foly specbe, & dely3ted perm, sche deyid, ft was beryid in pe 

cherct. pe next nyjt after, pe kepere of pe cherch seyj here be »4 

was cut through led wt/th feendys a-forn an awtere. be feendys, wuth a brennyncr 
by fiends, and *' ^ j v v , 

the upper part sawe, kuttyn here in pe myddys, ft pe oner part of here Jjei 

before an altar, brentyn fro pe wast vpward for here ydett woordys. pe nethir 

parte fro pe wast dounward was hole, for 8ch« was chast in a8 

body. And on pe morwe, on pe paument it was verryly sen 

where ache was brent. 

* MS. in margin : * narracic' Cf. the same story on p. 1 1 5, 1. 8. 
' MS. in margin : ' narrocio bona eontrti T0rba ooiosa.' 
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I drede me, )>anne, 30 \>ai arn ydell in woord, thoujt, & dede, 

schal be brent & sawyd wel werse J^an sche was, but 3e leuyn it. 

jjcrfore, caste oute ]?6 grauel & sand of ydebies wytA good occu- 

4 pacyouri, J)at je be sauyd fro sawyng & brewnyng of feendys to 

ioye & blysse euere-lastynge I To which blysse, &d. 



Q^/pituluwi xxxvij"^. 
De Mundicia & humilitate. 

^ rilbe 6\per day I teld 30U how je schul castyn out of ymre 

9 Py^^ grauel & sand of ydelnes, bat is, of ydel thouatys. The « gravel of 

Idleness ' mosfe 
woordys, & dedys, to makyn ymre pytt depper^ in perfeccyoun ; be cast out 

for it is to Beheld. Now schal I telle 30U of ]?e spade where- 

13 wytA je schul delue ymre pyt depperc. 

bis spade muste be clewnesse^ be scho bcrof is clene with the* spade 

1.1 ^ i..! 1 /^i ^. of Cleanness/ 

thou^tis, )?e heued )?crof is clene woordys, )?e handyl Jjcrof is which has three 
clene werkys. To ]je firste loke J>e scho of )>i spade be a clene pure thought 

16 herte I lete J>in herte delue depe 8c scharpe to thynke what^'j^yow' 
scharp peyne & deth crist suflteryd for ]?e. thynke how he §^*^^ *** 
made' ^pe to his lyknesse, & bou^te J>e vryih his precyous blood. 
}>inke what peyne he sufferyd for J?e. think how he fedyth 

ao ]?e & sauyth J^e, & how he schal rewarde })e in endles blys, )if 

]?ou loue hym & worschipe hym. thynk how fals & vnkynde 

})ou art to hym. J>ou dredyst, louyst, seruyst, & worschepyst, 

more )?i body, fe world, ^pi rusty monye, }>i rotyn muk, ]je 

34 feend & synne, ban bou doost bi s^od. thynke, but bon amende and the draad 
^ ' * ^ " •» of damnation. 

]?is, he schal dampne ))e " in endles peyne. Grcgone seyth, ]?er« 

may be no more woodnes J^an for a schort dely^t & luste in 

herte, for }>i synne to be bouTwiyn to endles peyne, & to lese 

a8 }>e kyngdom) of ioye. ]7erfore, late }>i8 scho of }>i spade, \ai is, 

J>is clene & | scharp dredful mynde deluyn doun depe in-to ]>e [PoL 75 a.] 

rootys of )jin herte, and )>er-wyth schalt ]?ou deluyn oute })e 

^ MS. in margin : ' vanga mundacia/ 
^ Added by later hand above the line. 
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grauel & eande of )>in herte, of ydett & eayft thoojtys. FIb.^ 
'Memor fui dei mei & delectattM sum/ In alle ]n thow^tyB 
thynke on ]n god, & he schal ry^ten ]>i weyis. Pfx>a0r. iij.* 
Wyth ]n8 thou^t in god delue oute dely^t of ]nn olde syiuie4 
passyd. delue out consent of synne for to come & eayl purpos, 
J)at ]>ou enclyne nojt J>erto. delue out deayir of synne prssente 
}>at )>ou art temptyd in, & wyl & dede. aeeundum doctof«m : 
* Purificate corda vc«<ra.' Jac. iiijo.* do oute.})e mate of ydett 8 
thou^tys fro 3our6 herte, & it schal be a clene vessel of god. 
prouer. xxy.^ 'Aufer rubiginem de argento, id est^ de iusto 
corde, & egredietur vas purissimum, id est cor mundum A vas 
dei/ Jeanne schalt "pon be blyssed & se god. ' Beati mundo la 
corde ; quum ipsi deum videbi/nt ".' 
TheheMiofthe To ]>e secunde, })e heued of J^is spade muste be clennes in |p 
okuiipeeob. tange^ prouer. xvj.'' 'Sermo puros pulcherimiM est.' Clene 

speche is euermorc fayrest. wyth ]>e heued of ]>i spade, Jxit is, i6 
clene speche, clene woordys, delue out ]>e sonde & ]>e gi*auel of 
ydel woordys. delue out lesynges, iapys, rybawdye, chydynge, 
bacbytyng, dyspysing, fals & horryble sweryng. Ps.' * Domtne 
quia habitabit in tabemact^lo tuo 1 ' Et aeqvitfir : * qui non egit ao 
dolum in lingua sua.' lord, who schal dwelle in heuen) 1 he 
"pat spekyth no dysseyjt, non euytt. Ps.* }?ou }?at hast louyd 
to speke wjxkydnes more ]?an goodnes, * dilexisti iniquitatem 
magis qtMim loqui equitatem ; ' perfore god schal distroye ]>e in 34 
fin ende. he schal schredyn \>e, he schal stubbyn }>e vp rynde 
& roote fro pe ground of lyif, pat is, fro pe blysse of heuen). 
Ps.^* ' destruet te in finem, euellet te, & emigrabit te de taber- 
naculo tuo, & radicem tuam de terra viuenciuw.' J?erfore, wyth a8 
clennes of spekyng in pe heued of ^oure spade, delue out ydelnes 
of woordys, of bacbytyng, of o}>i8, of warying, of dyspisyng, of 
chydyng, of lesynges, of iapys, & of foule woordys. Ysa. iij.^* 

* Ps. Ixxvi. (Ixxvii.) 4. * Prov. iii. 6. ^ James iv. 8. 

* Prov. XXV. 4. » Matt. v. 8. 

* MS. in margin : * mundicia lingue. 

' Prov. XV. 26. " Pg. xiv. (XV.) 1,3. » Ps. li. (Hi.) 5. 

»« Ps. li. (Hi.) 7. " Isa. Iii. 1 1. 
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* Mundamini qui fertis vaea domtni/ Beth clene in tange ^e 

}>at here vessellys of god. Prouw. xiiij.* * Qui cU&todit os suum 

custodit ammam suam.' 

Q^ To be iij., be handylt of bis spade muste be clene occupacyoun The handle 
. ...... uiuit be good 

5 in werkynge ". Jerome, ' Semper aliquid boni facito, vt mueniat works. 

te diabolus occupatuw.' Stande nojt ydel, but alwey do sum 

good dede, \>ai pe feend fynde \>e occupyed & no^t ydel. Jad. 

8 iiij.' * Mundate mant^ yestraA.' Makyth clene ^ou/re handys, 

]>at is, ^ou/re werkys. lord, jeue me clennesse of my werkys I 

seyth )je Ps.* * Puritatem manuuw mearum retribue mihV 

Whanne pou hast doluyn out pe sonde & gmuel of ydylnes When the gravel 

IB reniovedi 
13 out of herte, tunge, & dede, Jeanne schalt pon fynde vnder pe 

grauel J>ere pride was first a-bouyn, a syker & a clere grond 

be-nethe, & pat ground is lownes contrary to pride*, )?at was you wiU find the 

first abouyn him. how schalt pou. knowe )>at ground of low- ^"^^^1 

1 6 nesse ? In J^is manere : whanne po\i thynkest ]?at pou art nojt ^Jfo^^ 
in wor|thynes, but wrecchyd & vnworthy, haldyng o]?ere bettyre [Fol. 76 b.] 
}>an pon; p&nne hast pou founde ]?at grownd. God hath 
groundyd alt erthe on nou^t, Job xv.', pat is for to saye, god 

ao hath sett & groundyd in mannys. soule on nou^t, pat is, on pe 
ground of lowness, whenne man haldyth hym-self nou3t. As 
gold excellyth alle metallys in price, & bawme excellyth alle 
lycourys, & drawyth lowest doun to pe botme of a vessels and 

34 to pe ground, By^t so, lownesse excellyth in precyoushed alle 

J vertuys^ & euere drawyth doun to pe nej^erest place. Sap. 

vij.^ * Omne aurum in comparactOTie [illius] arena e^ exigua.' 

Al manere gold is but as a lytel grauel in regard of lownes. 

28 In a braunche of a tre standyng ry^t ypward is no^t heuy straight trees 

bear no fruit, 
ladyn wyt^ firuyte, ne on eer of com standyng ryjt vpwarde and upright ^ 

is futt & heuy wyth kymett. Byjt so, man or womman raysed 

^ Prov. xxi. 23. ^ MS. in margin: 'munda occupacio in opere.' 

• James iv. 8. * ts. xviL (xviii.) 31. 

• * humilitas contra (?) superbiam ' — ' hufnilitas quomodo cogno9citur (?).* 

• Job xxvi. 7 (?). 

^ MS. in margin : ' humilitas excellit omnes alias vtrtutes.' 
' Sapientia vii. 9. 
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ypwardtf in pride is bareyn wytA-oute frayte of T«riajB \ A 

bowe ivXt of fruyte, an eer MX of com bowyn doimward to )>e 

erthe ; Ry^t so, 3if )Hm be in lo¥me8, ]>oa art folt of frayte of 

vertuys, heuy ladyn wytA gode werkys, }Mrfore |Hm bowyst4 

dounwardtf, & beholdyst )>e ertbe, ))at ia, ])e fylthe, )>e fireelte, 

& )>e wrecchydnes, of )>i (leech. Seynt bemard seyth': ee 

where-of )>ou come 1 of foul & of vnclene seed, ft be )>oa 

a-8chamyd. se what )>ou art t a sacche fuli of dange, ft be 8 

]>ou Bory. 8e what )>oa schalt bet wermys mete, whedir 

Bchal }p\ soule in \>in ende, to peyne or ioye t ]>oa woet neo^re. 

drede }>ou sore )>anne. )if )?oa bowe ]>a8 doanward^ ]»9uie 

hast )xm foutide )>e ground of lownes. A sterre ' semyth lytel is 

to our6 sy^t, ft ^it, in truthe, it is more ]>an a!t erthe ; By^t 

Think thyself so, holde J^i-self lytel, ft sette no price be )>i-self, ft )>anne, in 
little, and thou , r t -r^ i •» 

■haitbe m^ grouiid of lownesse, )>oa art gret m sy^t of god. Ecc2m. i^^ 

G<^< ' Quanto magntM es, humilia te in omnibtM, ft coram deo in- ^^ 

uenies grociam.' 

Jif ^po\3i of a pytt take watyr wyt^ })i pot *, }>oa muste ^ 
bowyn ]?i pott to takyn in Jmt watyr, or ellys pattyn }>i pot 
depe doun on )>e mowth to reseyue }>at watyr ; Ey^t so, ^ so 
))ou wylt haue in-to J>i pytt a spryng of watyr of grace, ]>e 
muste bowe ]7e pott of J^in herte depe doun in lownes ]>at ]>e 
watyr of grace mowe entryn J>in herte. £ccZe«. ix.* * Vas ad- 
mirabile opu^ excelsi/ ]>anne schal Ipin herte be a mervelous 24 
vessel be J^e werk of god. 

Pride Pryde ^ chesyth hyje hylles, ))at is, hyje worschepys ft pra[i]s- 

inges ; lownesse chesyth valeys, ^pat is, lowe degre, lowe estate. 

is like a high In hyae hylles of pryde am iiij. wyckednessys ', bat am, a8 
mountain ;itis >/ j ^ m. ^ » *, *> ' r 

to. hard, dryehed, hardhed, bareynhed, & a foul fatt doun. for prowde 

giddy. men ^^n drye wytA-oute wepyng ft deuocyoun, harde in herte 

wytA-oute compassioun, bareyn wytA-oute good werkyng, ft in 

^ MS. in margin : ' exemplum bo«ttm.* 

' MS. in margin : ' dicit Memento vnde Tenisti . vbi es & vbi {utarut.* 
* MS. in margin : * exemplum de stella.* * Ecclesiasticus iii. 30. 

' MS. in margin : ' Exemplum bonvm.' * Ecdesiasticus zliii. a. 

' MS. in margin : * Sap«rbia.' " MS. in margin : * nofo 4»'.' 
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here ende J^ei schal haue a foul fallyng, ]?at is, to \>e depe pytt 

of helle. for )?e heyjew in pride }>e lowere in peyne, ^pQ more The higher thy 

gloryous in worschip) J>e foulerc in helle, J^e hey^ere & )>e shall be thy iffiL 

4 gladderc in soucreynte ^pe deppere & )?e soryere in hard fyir 
endeles. J)erfore, delue doun wyt^ \>\ spade in-to ]jin herte, 
& caste out ydelnesse of thou^tes & of pride, tyl )>ou fynde 
fe grouwi of lownes, & come to a spryng of grace; for 

8 ' supcrbis | resistit, humilibw* dat gractam,' JaB. iiij.* Prowde [PoL 76 a.] 
folk god wythstandyth, to folk in lownes he spryngeth his 
grace. 

[Alhot Macariua watching the Devils in Church.^ 

Jl ^ A feend seyde to Macharye fe abbot, * go we to fe cherche 

13 & se what f)ei do Ipere,* J>e abbot seyde, * feend, what hast 

J>ou to don y/yih hem at chercti' J?e feend seyde, 'Abbot, 

come & se what we doV be abbott wente in-to be chirche. Abbot Macariiu 
XI.., ,.1, *. , , ,1, watchedthe 

16 & see ouyr-au m be chirche dyuerse feendys smale as chylderyn, devils in church 

"* V ./ .f runningabout 

blewe as men of Inde ', rennynge al abowte in J>e cherche, & jJjd temptixu; 

scornyng Ipere euery man, makyng a mowe, & puttynge here ^JJi^^""*^ 

fyngerys to ]>e ey^en of summe, and "pel sleptyn, & whenne "pel 

ao awokyn pe feendys grecyd here lyppes wyih here oynementys 
in here box, & }>anne pe folk iangelyd, & telde talys. After 
Jmt pei were wery of iangelyng, pe feendys skyppedyn a-fom 
hem in lyknes of wommen, & Jeanne }>o men in here herte were 

24 temptyd to leccherye. A-fore summe pe feendys drouyn 
beestys, & panne )>ei thoa3tyn on here beestys. A-forn summe 
pe feendys teldyn nobelys, & p&nne ]x) men settyn here thoujt 
on here tresoure. A-fore summe feendys koii^yn as merchauntys, 

a8 pBnne f>o folk thoujtyn att on byggyng & sellyng. A-fore 
summe feendys komyn as tylmen wyth here hors & carte, and 
panne )>o folk settyn att herte on husbondrye, on here lond & 
tylthe, on here howsyng, & on here wordly good, so pe feendys 

* James iv. 6. ' MS. in margin : • narracto bona.' 

• The original in Vit» Patrum (Migne, PatroL Lat. vol. Ixxiii. p. 765) 
has : * videt quasi parvulos quosdam pueros jEthiopes nigros per totam 
ecdedam discurrere.' 
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made hem ydelt ou)yr in thou3ty8 or in iangelyng, or in vanytes. 

Why was }>i8 graiiel & sonde of ydelnes in hem t he tempt»- 

cyoun of )>e feend ; for ]>ei wer0 hy^e in prida, & ydel fro goatly 

occapacyoun, and my^t fynde no groutid of lownes, k. )»«r-fore 4 

)>e spring of ]>e watyr of grace was stoppyd out of hem ft dryed 

fro hem. ]7e abbot seyde to )>e feend, ' why do je ]>ii8 to \nB 

Tbey (oM the folk in cherche 1 ' be feend seyde : * for, on werke-dayes, men 
ftbbot 

seme )>e world and iio^t god for besynes, ])er-fore, on )>e haly- 8 

day, whan }pe\ schulde seme god, we lettyn hem wytA ydelnease 

in thott^tes, woordys, & occupacyouns of yanytes, wytA sleep, 

that they were w^tA ydel pley, for to be syker of her^ soolys, be-caose ^pat [>ei 

peopled aouiii. seme god neythir werkeday ne halyday, but }>ei seme vb, ]>e 12 

world, & here flescfi/ 

loo, takyth hede to \>i^ tale, for I rede it in vitis patmm. 

comyth doun fro pryde. deluyth oute \>\% graueS and \i% sande 

of ydelnes. deluyth doun depe in lownesse, tyl ^ fynde a 16 

springe wat^ of grace, to flowe ^ou vp in ^oiirs ende to )>e 

hytt of ioye. Ad quod, &B. 



I 



Csipitulum xxxviijn*. 

De humilitate & timore filiali. 20 

baue told 50U here-beforn to castyn out of 30wre pytt 3^ 

]>e watyr of curse, Ipe wose of synne, ]>e sonde & pe grauel 

of ydelnes, & to deluyn ^oure pyt depperc in lownes tyl je 

fyndyn a watyr-spryng of grace. 3it now schal I telle 50W more 24 

Prom the of J^is grond of lownesse, how 36 schal deluyn doun ber-in depe 

* ground of Hu- 

miiity * springs ^ for to fynde a spryng of grace. 

Humility is like In valevs of lownes be iiij. profytes \ bat arn, be moysture, 
a valley, which i. >j j 

is moist, soft, wetehed, softhed & neschhed, fruatfulhed, & sykemes. for bei a8 
fertile, and safe. . > 5 J J r 

pat arn in lownes am wete & moyste in wepynge & in de- 

[Fol. 76 b.] uocyoun, nessche & soupple in | softnesse & compassioun, fruyt- 

fult in werkyng, syker & trusty fro hye fallyng. for pe lower« 

* MS. in margin : * no<a 4®*'.' 



CH. xxxvni.] The Eight ParU of Humility. .JJ89 

a man ^ is, ]?e esyere & ]3e softerc is his faH jif he falle. J?«r-fore, 

crist byddeth J>e sytten in ]?e lowest place. * Recumbe in nouis- 

simo loco/ lud. xiij.'^ for who-so sitte in ))e lowest place, he 

4 schal haue his place in pes wytA-oute stryif. Ps.' * In pace 

factus tat locus eiuaJ Smale lytett fyssches skyppyn thru^ be Small fish 

escape firom the 
maskys of a nett in-to )?e watyr, & lyven, grete fyssches hange net, large ones 

stille in }>e nett, & am dede*; Ryjt so, grete prowde folk 

8 hangyn in ]?e feendys nett, & am dede in soule, lyteli smale 

folk in lownes scapyn thruj }>e nett of )je deuyl in-to )?e watyr 

of grace, ffigure** here-of iiij. Re^. xxiiij.o^ ]?e kyng of Caldeye . 

wente in-to babilonye, & grete ryche & proude men he toke to 

12 hys prisonerys, & smale & pore folk he late go; Ryjt so, Jje 
kyng of helle, ]?e feend, takyth proude men to his prisonerys, 
& smale folk in lownes & in pouerte, he letyth hem go, for 
}>ei scapyn fro hym in-to grace. 

^ This ground^ of lownes is viij. fote depe. }>e ouer-fote is The eight parts 

17 homly & lowly to ]?e pore. Ecc/e«. iij.o*. * Omne animal diligit *. Tobekmd 
suum simile.' )je secwTide fote is, fle worschipp) & prcysing as ***^P°°'t . 
crist dede, whawne \>q comouws wolde haue made hym here ^I^p^^^**** • 

20 kyng. loh. v® ®. ]je iij. fote is, suffere lowly dyspyjt & repreef 5^^^* 
as damd whan he was weryid & cursyd of Semey ; oj^ere wolde 
haue lettyd hym \ai cursyd him so, & damd seyde : lete hym 
be, & lete hym waryin me, ij Rcgr. xvij. ^° ; and as *[)e apostelys 

24 wentyn enioyinge fro here aduersaryes )?at dyden hem dyspyjt 
for }>e name of ihe^u crist, Act^. v.<> ^^ 

)?e iiij. fote is }3is, forsake non offyse, J^owj it be vnworthy 4. to serve 
& of lytel price, forsake non vnclene labour, but lowly take 

a8 att defowle in euery occupacyouw as abbigail, whan sche schulde 
be weddyd to kyng dauid, lo, f>in handmayde & seruauwt, redy 
to wassche J)e feet of my lordys seruaunty*. j. 'Reg, xxv.^" )je 
V. fote is ]?is, be }30U lowly jif nede be to suffre deth for ihe«u J-, ^i^wl^r**' 

^ MS. aman. ^ Luke xiv. 10. ^ Ps, Ixxv. (Ixxvi.) 3. 

* MS. in margin : * eiLemplum bon«m.* 

* MS. in margin : * ffigwra.* • a Reg. xxiv. 14 seq. 
^ MS. in margin : ' fundus humilitatts habet octo, r, 2, 3,'&c. 

' Ecclesiasticus xiii. 19. * John vi. 15. *" 2 Sam. xvl. 10. 

*' Acts V. 41. " I Sam. xxv. 23 seq. 



240 



Tie FtrH Gift of the Holy GloU U Fear. [ca. 



to rabiDit 
to Map 



inlMon. 



[FoL77».] 



TheflntnAoT 
the Holy Ghost 
iaFear, 



of which there 
are six manners: 
X. the fear of 
death; 



3. anxiety for ) 
one's bo^ly lif^ 
a deadly sin ; 



and for his truthe, as cryist dyde for )>e. Ad Phil ^j.* ^ ^ 
fote is )>i8, be sabiecte to )>i Bou^rejn, ft preferre )>e no^t aboue 
\i peerys. })e vij. fote is }>i8, be sabiecte to \\ peryB, ft prsferv 
]7e no^t aboue }>i sabiectys. })e viij. fote is )n8, be sabiecte 4 
to )>i sabiecte, ft pneferre )>e to no persone, bat lowly vnder- 
putte ]?e to alle o)>ere in subieccyoan in )>in herte, ft halde alle 
o]>ere wortbyere ]>an )>oa, wytA )>i spade of clennesse in herte, 
tunge, ft dede. glo««i Mat. iij.o ' Sabesto maiori, non prsferaa 8 
te equali ; subesto pari, non preferas te minori ; sabesto minori, 
ft nemini te pr^eras I ' Delue oat })e grauel ft sond of ydelnes 
ft delue depe thru^ )>b viij. fote depthe of lownes ! ft ))anne 
art }>oa depe ynow in grond of lownes, and )>anne schalt ]>oa la 
fynde vnder Jmt grourtde of lownes a spring of grace. Seynt 
gregorie seyth : but pon loue grace )>e holy gost may no^t entryn 
in-to ]>e. * Si humtlis ft quietus non fueris, non j^oteet habitare 
in te gracta sprt/us aanctV for god sendyth pe watyr of grace i6 
in-to lowe | valeys, pat is, in-to folk lowe in beryng owt-wardtf 
in gouemaunce, ft lowe in herte inwarde. Ps.' ' Emittit fontes 
in conuallibtM.' 

What is ])is grace f dreed, pat is pe first 3yfte of grace C 
of pe holy gost. }>is grace springeth in pe grounde of lownesse. ai 
Thomas de yeritaie ' dicit, * Timor expellit superbiam.' Drede 
of god puttyth out pride. Thofiias de veritate he seyth, J>ere be 
[yj.] manerys of drede. first, dreed of kynde *, pat is, dreed 34 
to dyen, as crist dredde his** deth. Mat. xxvj.' *Cepit ihc 
pauer« & teder^.' ]jis dreed is neythir mede ne synne. pe 
s«ctcnde dreed is drede of )?i lyif ""^ of ]>i body, as whanne pon 
woldyst rather^ don a dedly synne J>an for to lese )?i lyif ; a8 
pla dreed is dedly synne, as petir forsooke crist for dreed 
of his bodyly lyif. Mat. xxyj.* Jj^ore seyth crist • : drede 
nojt hym }>at sleth pe body but dredyth hym pat sleth 

* Philipp. iii. 10 (?). ' Ps. dii. (civ.) 10. ' Cf. p. 166, note a. 

* MS. in margin : * j»". timor nature.' * MS. above the line. 

* The quotation points to Matt. zxvi. 37, confounding this passage with 
Markxiv. 33. 

^ MS. in margin : * 2. timor vite.' ' Matt. xzvi. 69-75. 

* Matt. z. a8. 



cH. xxxviii.] Kinds of Fear. 241 

]5e sowle. \e iij. dreed is wordly dreed, J>at is, wlianne J>ou 3. Fearofthe 

hast leuere do dedly Bynne f)anne for to lesm )?i wordly good ; 

)?is wordly dreed is dedly synne, as it was to ]5e iewys. J>ei a deadly sin. 

4 slewyn crist for dreed, J)at he schulde ellys haue takyw awey 

here place & here folke. Joh. xijo.* be iiij. dreed is dreed of 4 ^earofHell, 

' though some- 

helle , more princepally for dreed of peyne ban for dreed of ^ times conducive 
' ^ ' / , ^^ ^ to amendment, 

wretthyng of god. J^is dreed is whanne f)ou absteynyst f)e fro 
8 synne, or art schryuen, or dost ony good dede fro dreed of helle 
& thynkyng in J?in herte, ne were helle to punysche J>i synne *, 
\>o\x woldyst no^t amende )?e, but ]>ou woldyst }>at no peyne 
were, J)at }>ou myjfyst vsyn fui*th J)i synne. Jjis drede allone 

12 schal neuere brynge \>q to heuene. Ro. viij.*^ * Non accepistis is unavailing for 
s^iritum. seniitutis/ }>e v. dreed is, whanne J^ou leuyst \>\ synne 5. Fear of God 
princepally for dreed of god ®, for dreed of his wretthyng, & also 
for dreed of peyne. bis dreed is be firste 5yfte of grace of be the first gift of 

16 holy gcst, \a\> is, fre watyr of grace J?at spryngeth in ]:e ground 

of lownesse. jif ))ou haue ))is di eed of grace Jjou di edyst to be 

peyned f)e?--fore in helle ; but jit j^ou dredyst myche more }3at 

}>ou hast wretthyd f>i god, & J?at jjou schuldyst be departyd fro 

20 hyra. As brystett bryngeth in a threed of a cordewanere in-to Simile of the 
. ^ bristle on 

a scho, so }?is dreed bryngeth in grace to mannys soule. )?e ftf**^*®**'^ 

brystett is oute when ];e threed is in ; ryjt so, whan grace is 

in be drede, dreed goth oute, as whan ]?e threed goth in 

24 ))e brystett is owte. * Pe^fecta caritas foras mittit timorew*.' 

Jo^ iiij.^ ))is dreed is callyd a bygynnyng drede, for it be- 

gynneth to bryngyn in grace, be vj. dreed is only dreed for 6. Fearof Gpd's 

wrath or filial 
wretthyng of god ; & f)is is loue-dreed & sone-dreed ®. as )?e dread,* 

28 sone aboue alle o))ere men owyth to dredyn his fadyr, jjat he 

wretthe hym nojt, Jjowj he wyste his fadyr wolde nojt punyssche 

hym f>er-fore ; Ryjt so, wytA loue-dreed, drede f>ou to wretthe 

\\ fadyr of heuen) in ony dedly synne. thynke in )?in herte, 

^ John xii. 19 (?). • MS. in margin : '4. timor gehenne.' 

^ MS. ^od crossed. 

* The following words crossed in MS. : J)ou woldyst ])at no peyne wer« 
))anne ]>at \o\x. my)^ vsyn forth \\ synne \\% dreed alone. 

* Rom. viii. 15. • MS. in margin : * tiwior pro timore dei.' 
^ I John iv. 18. * MS. in margin : * timor filialis.* 

R 



242 Tie Stori/ of a CharitaUt Lady. [ch. xxxvin. 

Jwwj J>erc were iion helle iie peyiie, & Jx)w J?ou wystyst for J)i 

[Fol. 77 b.] synne | neuwe be puDysched, Jrou woldyst uojt wretthyn J?i god 

a special frift of for dreed of lesynir of his loue. bis is a specyal dreed, a specyal 
the Holy Ghost. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ r j 

5yfte of \>t holy goste & a specyutt watyr of grace, )?at spryngeth 4 

in J)e grouwde of lownesse. f>is dreed makyth oon chast fro synne, 

& a-schauiyd of syune & of euery foul dede. ideo dtct^ur timor 

castas, secundum tullium\ Wyth-outen }>i8 dreed no man ^ 

l*>»i*«»i"[^ maybe honeste ne ry^tfutt. Bernard* seyth, })is dreetl is as 8 

; . a schynyng pr gcyous stone * of condycyouws in a ^unge mannys 

chere & a me&sagerc of good hope, ]>e hows of a good lyuer*, }:e 

sustir of good conscyens, pe tokyn of symplenesse, wytnesse 

of dene lyif, laumpe of clene lyjt, specyal ioye of conscyence, la 

kepere of good name, bewte of h ve, J>e se of vertewys. As 

marie is mayden and bewte of maydenys, so pjs loue-dreed is 

mayden & bewte of alle vertuys In.the of body & of soule. 

' ' Timor domini sancfiis permantt in s^ctilum S€culi,' pia dreed 16 

is holy, Jwrt eu^re schal dure in a p<?rfy5t lyuer«. ecc. ix.* 

• timor doifitui est fons vite.' jif J^ou haue }>is watyr of grace, 

J)is dreed, in )>e groumi of lownes, \*\ pytt of lustys is turned 

in-to a welle of lyif. ao 

[Th4^ Lonfs Wifi Charitahie to the Lepers,'] 

One daj. a leper Jacobus de Vitriaco* tdMh Kit a Kpre on a day com) to 

kMworakwd. a lordrs place, be lord was oute on huntvng, & he hatvd sore 
vliiBehevas • ' ' . . * 

oothoutinr. j|U^ leprvs, he suflferyd none to come wytA-in his gatys. his 24 

wvif knml hem wel as sche durst^ for her* lorvl, & in his 

absence, oft^n for lowiies dyd wassohon henf fetl. & krssed hem, 

& louyd hem. * releuyil hem often for loue-dneed of her^ god. 

* Of. Fkbrklus, Biblk^tliecd^ Iji^Uiia. t-vMM. ti. p. 177. Tulliiu Dacos 
^xir. cent.^. authtvr %>f * Lectura super XI L Prv^plkelas minoras* and of a 
tneaii^ * de pk^^ntib aniiuae." 

* M:^ in uiai^n : • TSim« d«Hi»»ni qua^i lapw prKici^^cs.' 

' MS. in margin: *TinHNr d«vjw»ti^ $>«.ik^4$ ivnnanet i« selw adi Jkc* 

* lV>v. xiv. i*. ^Noi in IvcvleftiU^iifiw.^ 

* Mjv in utai^n: 'nantwifw* K^wa d* «w8i«^ fyviuNwaite lefifwsnai Sc 
ia«Mii« e^iai wr^wr Wiw« *wi nvAr^it/ 



CH. xxxviii.] The Lord converted to Pity mid Charity, 243 

J?e lepre cryed at here gate. J>e lady here-self askyd hym ^if 
he wolde ete or drynke. ))e lepre seyde, * I am so feynt in ]?e 
hete of J)e sunne \ai I may no^t ete ne drynke, but I were 
4 in })in halle, lady, in ))e schadowe.' J:e lady seyde, '^if my The lady, in 
lord kome horn), & fonde ]?e in ]:e halle, he wolde sle vs bothe.' band's cruelty, 
\q lepre wepte & greuyd sore. f>e lady took hym in-to here took the leper 
arinys, & bare hym in, for he was so feble, and his feet, handys, 
8 & face, dysfiguryd, scalt, & rotyn a-wey ]?e flesch, & foule he 
stanke. whan he was born in, he wolde neyj)er etyn ne drynken 
tyl lie hadde slepte. he prayed J>e lady for here lownesse & for 
}3e loue-dreed \ai sche hadde to god, jjrtt he myjte slepyn in 

12 here owen chaumbre & in here owen) bed & here lordys, & ellys 
he schulde be deed. ]?e lady hadde pyte of his wepyng, & dreed 
to ofifendyn here god. sche lowly brow3tyn hym thydere, & 
dede of his lowys & his schoes, & wassched him foot & body 

1 6 foule stynkynge, & leyde hym in here bed, & a softe pyl were and brought 

vnder his heuyd, & schett to be dore, & wente here way. Sone Soon after, her 

^ r » ^ husband 

after, here lord kom) horn), and hadde here letyn hym in-to returned. 

chaumbre to slepyn, for it was in ]?e vnder-meel in somyr. )?e 

2o lady taryed, for sche was a-dred of here lyif, & of f>e leprys lyif 

also, te lord was wroth, & brast vp be dore, & wente in. But when he 

entered the 
he com) out ajen onon, & seyde, ' wyif, ] f ou hast wel arayed [pol. 78 a.] 

my bed, it was neuere ere so wel made, but I haue gret wondyr jfJa^g^i^f*' 

24 where-wytA fou hast made f)is chambyr so swete wytA spycerj^e ; ''^**"^®» 

it smellyth as it were very pa?*adyis.* J?e lady went in, & felte 

te swete smett, but be lepre was go. be lady, wepyng for ioye, and the leper 

was gone. The 

tolde here lord all to-gedyr how sche had do. here lord tumyd lady wept for 

joy, and oon- 

28 all to grace, & louyd god & alle leprys in-to his ende. verted her lord 

lo, how f>e ground of lownesse in pytt of lustys in his wyif 

sprong watyr of grace, f>at tumyd here pytt vn-to a welle of 

lyif, be J)e whiclie pytt sche & here lord were sauyd fro deth 

32 to lyif, fro synne to grace, fro drede, fro sorwe, & fro peyne, to 

endeles ioye. Ad quod, &^. 
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5^44 llumiUty tcUh regard to oneself. [ch. xxnx. 

De Miticia & eius ramis. 

FReendys, )>e o)?«r day I telde jou })at whanne J)e wose jl 
of pride were cast out of jouw pytt, je muste deluyn out 4 
}>e grauel beoetbe & j^e sande of ydelnes, tyl ^e come to a good 
ground of lownesse. & in ]?at lownesse, I telde ^oo, 30 muste 
delue doun depe tyl je fynde a spring of watyr of grace, J>at is, 
dieed, ]3e firste jyfte of grace of ]?e holy goste. jit J)ia day 8 
I Bclial tellyn more of ))e ground of lownesBC & of meknesse ; 
how 5e Fchul delue doun )j«r-in tyl je fynde ]je springe of grace, 
dreed. 
Humility with ]?is mekenes & lownesse it hath vij. fote in depthe & vij. fote la 
■elf. ill hrede \ f>e firste fote in depthe is Jjts : whan a man knowyth 

his defawjtys & his frealte. Bernard seyth, Mekenesse makyth 
a mail to dyspise hym-self & to knowe what he is. ITJ^e 
eecM7ide fote in depthe schewith J>at a man schulde fele his 16 
defawtys & his fylthe, how it byteth him in conscyens, and 
Jeanne he is fayne ^erne to sekyn hym a confessourc to be 
clensyd & to castyn oute }3at fylthe. H f>e iij. fote depthe is 
f>is : whanne in schryfte here sorwe is grete, & colon ryn ne 20 
concelyii no poynt of here synne for schame, recchyng neuere 
liow synfutt ]?ey be knowe of here confessoure. H f)e iiij. fote 
is }jis ; J)ou schuldyst coueytyn to ben holdyn synfult, & jjowj 
an-o]?er seyde, \om art wrecchyd, jit in )?iu herte & tunge ]>ou 24 
schuldyst thynkyn & seyn, ]:ou seyst sooth, }>ere is none 
wrecchydere )?an I. 1[)?e v. fote is )?is: jif )?ou gladly here 
\\ defawjtys. for bemarde seyth, he )?at is very meke wolde 
ben holdyn vyle, & nojt preysed, for he lokyth aftyr no lose. 28 
}?e vj. fote is J?is : whanne fjou suflferyst dyspyjt ioyfully as 
dauyd dyde, J)at sufferyd Semei his seruaunt to revyle hym 
foule, and to castyn at hym ^. })at att he sufiferyd w^tA meke 

' MS. in margin: * no/a 7.* * 2 Sam. xvi. 5-10. 



CH. XXXIX.] Humility with regard to God and Man, 245 ' 

herte. jje vij. fote is }?is : whanne J>ou art pore in spyrite, 
desyring no ryches ne worschip), but dely^tyng in herte of 
vnworschipp), of dyspysing, & of pouert gostly. Jj^ore crist 
4 seyth^, blyssed be J>e pore in spyrite. 
m U te firste fote in brede of mekenes is bis : I one bi god wvtA Humility with 

^ ^ . f r & ^ regard to God 

herte | and body. H f)e sectende fote is ))is : prayse yche man/ [Fol. 78 b.] 

f>e iij. fote is })is : lakke }>i-self, & prayse }3e nojt/ ]?e iiij. fote : Je^hbourg. 
8 loue pouerte, & be homly \iyih, \\ subiectys/ }>e v. fote is J?is : 
serue J)ou yjy\h good wyll hyje & lowe. H }>e vj. fote is : fle 
loos & praysing. ))e vij. fote in brede is Jjis : only and prince- 
pally truste in god. 

1 3 ffor J>e firste fote in brede, loue }>i god *, & worschipp) in \\ Love God 
feyth. 3if Jjou be symple of kunnyng, trowe & beleue J)e 
woord of god, wytA-oute sekyng of resouws how it my3t be so, 
as a 5ung chyld trowyth it sooth }>at men sayn. loue & honours 

i6]?i god w2/tA symple mood, & thanke hym of alt gode \ai he with a simple 
hath don to )?e, As a poure man thankyth hym y^yih alt his 
my^t ]3at doth hym good, loue & honoure f)i god w^A deuoute 
prayere. thynk }?i-se]f vn worthy & pray to god yny\k terys, with prayer 

30 felyng J>i-self badde & bare of goodnes, as a chyld f>at kan nojt 

his lessoun, stant nakyd a-forn hys mayster, dredyng, knelyth 

doun ful hertyly praying. 

^ ffor be secwwde, preyse an-ober, in herte thynkynge oberc* Praise your 
•* . ././ox neighbour for 

34 wyttes betters fan f>ine arn, wyllyng oj^ere mewnys wyll to be his virtues, 

do ratherc pan }>in owyn, And trustyng more in o]?er mewnys 

vcrtewe J)an in [J^in] owyn. Preyse in j?i mowth alle oJ)6re 

mewnys goodnes, & puttynge her« goodnes beforn eueremore, 

2& & here defaw^tys eueremore putte hem be-hynde, and att }?at and overlook 

is in dowte turne it to J>e beste. And eueremore putte ojjere 

beforn to profyjt & to worschip). 

^ ffor }>e iij. fote in brede, dyspreyse }?i-self in herte, tunge, & Reprove your- 

3» dede '. In herte helde f>i-self wrecchydest, vylest, vnworthyest. hearts. 

putte J?i gode dedys be-hynde, & thynke alwey of }>in euytt, & 

mych reprcue )?i-Eelf of )?i mysdedys. Schryue }>e of )?i de- 

^ Matt. V. 3. ^ MS. in margin : * Dilige deam dm tuum.* 

* MS. in margin : * no<a bene.* 



246 Bekaviour iowanU He Poor and DMressed. [cb« xzxix. 

do penanoe and faw3ty8, selde bat bou owyst, do penaunce, & almea-dede, & 
deedfofmercjr! „ , ^ 

alle werkys of mercy. 

Be kind to th« 11 ffor J>e iiij. fote, loue pouerte. loue \>e companye of poore 

folk, & helde here manerys in homlyhed. saffers hangyr, 4 

thrust, & cold, & o]rere dyssesya. Aske prayerys of gode 

lyuerj'8. forsake rycches. 

SiioJnSlfawm ^^^ ^ ^' ^*°*®* ^ "^y ^ seme ]>e nedefuD. serae ala ^ 
gladly pe leste as )>e moste. god wasschyd his dyscyples fete. 8 
Mekenes ^ makyth man to serne in viij. manors, )>at is, pe 
meke seruyth redyly, as \>e schypmayster redyly Bterith J:e 
Bchyp whan he seeth nede. he seruyth symplely, as a schep 
goth mekely where his heerde wytt dryuen hyra. he semyth la 
comly, w^t^ herte & body, his god. he seruyth as doth pe 
lady pat is buxom & wel plesyd here husbonde, & non oper 
man in folye. pe meke seruyth comounly as an asse, put 
hath as leef to here whete as barly, rye as gold ; he goth as 16 
faste for pe smale as for pe grete. pe meke seruyth smertly, 
& b'5*^y> & strongly, and duryngly, as pe sunne, }»t pe more 
it ryseth pe more strengthe it hath. 

Shun praise and H flfbr be vj. fote, fle loos & worschip) for wynd of veynglorye, ao 

worship of 

yourselves! as crist dede. whawne he had fed pe folk, & helyd pe soke, he 

fledde vn-to a mountayn, & )?ere he was in prayerys, for he 

wolde no loos, file loos for tempest of tuwge, as a mayde pat 

louyth a man peramoure, sche is a-scharayd as sone as sche 24 

wott pat ony man perceyuyth it. so doth pe meke man ; 

[Fol. 79 a.] whanne men spekyn of his maners, J?anne goth he in|-to a 

preuy place J^ere he may dresse his thou^t to god, & J?er-in 

he hath solace. 38 

Place your con- ffor pe vij. fote, Truste bou in god ouer aft thyng in holy 
fldence wholly .i-ii^iii i-n ii 

in God I conscyens, m hardy herte, thynke of godays presence, and be 

raysed to heuen) be holy thou3t. p&nne se pe world foul & 

vggly, voyde of al goodnes. , despyge pe world, & held it but 3». 

fautasye, & chyldys game & as a dreem. and p&nne forsake 

it, for so doth pe meke. be bo hardy & trusty in god }»t 

' MS. in margin : * Miticia & pietas.' 
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)?ou dure abyde & taste )?e angrys of }?e worlde, or takyn ]?e 
deth for goddys loue. 

In J?is vij. fote of depthe & vij. foie of brede in )?is ground 

4 of mekenes, delue )?ou douw, & )?ou schalt fynde )?e spryng 

of J?e watyr of grace, )?at is, )?e first ^yfte of )?e holy gost, 

f>e 5yfte of dreed, to drede god & fle synne, & haue grace 

to come to blysee. 

8 \Earl Theobald and the Leper.^ 

^ Exaumple ^ Thebald«^« an erle, ofte, whenne he wente Earl Theobald 

forby a leprys hows, he wasschyd f>e leprys fete, & ^af hym a leper's feet. 

almes. afterward ]>e lepre was deed, ]>e erl com) forby )?e One day, when 

12 leprys hows, and wende a wasschyd be leprys feet, but he he had served 
. J r r J > the leper, he 

wasschyd ]>e feet of crist clothid lyche )?e lepre. be erl felte had washed the 

feet of Chnst ; 
a Bwete smel, )?e swetest )?at euere he smelly d. After Jmt ]>e 

erl went out of Ipe leprys hows, and folk teld hym )?at ]?e 

1 6 lepre was deed longe be-forn. be erl thankyd ffod, whos feet for the leper had 
, , , , , , , . , . died long before, 

he wyst wel, present ]>at tyme, he had wasschyd in his propyr 

persone, as he had wasschyd hym be fortyme in his membrys. 

Lo, what watyr of grace of dreed sprong in )?is erl ! 

^Q [The Bishop of France and the Xe/;er.] 

^ A bysschop in frauwce wesschyd leprys feet. ]>e bysschop A bishop 

mette be )?e weye a lepre. )?e bysschop kyssed him. f>e lepre 

seyde : * Bysschop, for ]>{ lownes, wype wyth ]>i tunge oute of 

34 my nase j^e snevyl j^at hangyth per-inne, for I may no^t sufFere 

no lynen) cloth towche it, for it is so sore.' be bysschop wyth wiped a leper's 

*' ^ . . nose with his 

his tunge lykkyd it out lowly. And in his lykkyng, sodeynly tonKue. Sud- 

out of f>e leprys nose fel a precyous ston in-to pe byschopys liS'moufe *° 

28 mowth, schynyng bry^t & swete smellynge. & forth- wytA, in ]>e Mcended to^' 

syjt of ]>e bysschop, J?e lepre stye vp to heuen). heaven. 

Lo, in )?is lownes how )?is precyous ston of grace fell in-to 
]>e bysschopys mowth. J)er-fore, deluyth depe in lownesEe tyl 

^ MS. in margin : ' narracto.' 
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TAe 'Gruund of Alerc^ and the ' IFell of Pity: [ca. 



^e fynde ):e stou of grace, }pui is, dreed of god, ]-at is, looe- 
dreed, for }ptA castyth out Byiine & springeth in vertewe. 
' Timor doiritni expellit ] ecca/um & deleeiat cor/ £cc. prime ' ; 
& it lengyth lyif, Prouer. x«.' It bryngeth thy soule to blysse. 4 
Ad quod, &d. 



Having removed 
the ' o(me of 
Envy ' and the 
* frravel of Idle- 
neas,' you will 
find the ' fin^ound 
of Mercy * with 
a well in it. 
which is Pity, 
the second gift 
of the Holy 
Ghost. 



[Fol. 70 b.] 



Mercy opposed 
to Envy 



C^pitulum xl. 
De iiuiier'ivord\9k & dono pietaiis. 

HEre be-foru I teld 30U, whan }>e wose of pride were out ^ 
of yixae pytt, whow ^e schul deluyn out grauel & sonde 9 
of ydeliies tyl 30 fynde a grounds of lowiies & mekenes', and 
):at mekiies, how je schul deluyn douw tyl 50 fynde a watyr- 
spryng of grace, )?at is, loue-dreed of god. u 

But now I schal telle 30U, 3if ]?e wose of envye be out of 
3oure pytt, whun je schul deluyn out grauel & sonde of ydelnesse 
tyl je fyiiden a grond of mercy. And ))at nwrcy deluyth 
dou7i tyl 30 fyndeu an-o)?cr spryng of grace, )>at is, }>e secunde 16 
3yfte of )?e holy gost, )?e 3yfte of pyte *. Abuyle seyth, Jje more 
grauel & sonde is smet & betyn wyt/* flodys of j>e se, \>e more 
salt & bytter it is ; liy3t so, J>e more ]:ou be smett wytA ydett 
thou3tys, woordys, & dedys, ^pe more byttere )?ou art in synne ao 
fro swetuesse of grace. }?er-fore avoyde out wose of envye, | and 
delue vnder hym awey )?e sonde & grauel of ydelnesse, wytA J?e 
spade of clennes, tyl )?ou fynde a sekyr & a cleue ground of 
mercy. And in mercy delue douw depe tyl })e watyr of grace 34 
springe, }?at is, )?e 3ifte of pyte. Mercy is contrarye to envie. 
En vie enioyeth of o);ere« dyssese, but Isidre seyth, )?ere mercy 
hath rewthe & pyte of otherys harm). )?er-fore Petyr seyth, 
Pnma Pe. iij.** , Beth compacyent & mercyfult to 3oure neyjbours a8 
dyssese. ]:e gkse seyth vp-on )?is Ps.* ' M.isericordia, mea & 
refugium meum,' J?at J>e feend is no3t so ouercom) of ony oJ?er 

* Eoclesiasticus i. 27, 12. ' Prov. x. 27. 

' MS. hut now I schal telle Bou crossed. 
MS. in margin : ' 2™ donnm sptWtus wancti pietae.' ' exemplum* 



* I Peter iii. 8. 



• Ps. cxliii. 2. 
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vertew as Le is of mercy, for mercy to ]?e feeud & to envie 
is contrarye ^. for ^pQ feend and )?e envyous man hath no mercy. 
Jere. vj.* Seynt bernard seyth : Man, ^if J)ou faste, in fiat ):ou 

4 dyscordyst no^t fro \>e feend ; fie feend fastyth, he eete neuere 
mete, ^if J?ou wake, so doth }?e feend, he slepe neuere. jif ]5ou 
be chast, so is )?e feend, he dyde neuere leccherye. ^if ]:ou kepe 
sylence, so doth )?e feend, he spekyth lytelt. ^if )?ou be mercyfult, 

8 ]?at is contrarye to )?e feend, for he hath no mercy*. ]5er-fore, and to the Devil 

Mat. V.*, Blyssed are )?ei ^pai be mercyfutt, for )?ei schul haue 

mercy. )?is mercy is a sekyr grouwde to fynden ]?e watyr of 

grace, ffor clerkys seyn, ^if ^po\^. be mercyful •*, J:ou art amendyd 

12 of o)?eris harm, of oj^eris foulnesse )?ou art clensyd, of oj^eris 

pouert )?ou art ryche, of o]:eris sykenes ):ou ait heyl, of o)5eris 

^ charge })ou art lyjthed. •O What menyth J>is ? jif fiou haue 

mercy & ruthe in bin herte, & compassioun of oteris dyssese, Mercy improves 

11. mind and soul. 
1 6 it amendith )?e, it makyth )?e clene, ryche, & heyl, & ly^t in 

J?i soule. And also whawue )?ou mercyfully foi ^euyst J)i wrongys, 

wyih'OwiQ wreche & rankure in herte, J?at is mercy. Ept. ij.' 

* Estote benigni, misericordes, donantes inuicem,' Beeth to-gedere 

2o benyngne, mercyfutt, & iche of 30U foi^yue ofer. Gal. vj.^ 
' Alter alteritw honera portate,' Bere iche of 30U oj^ei'is charge 
in ruthe & mercyfult of herte. Mercy excellyth iij. excellent it is superior to 
vertuys, \ai is, penauwce, ry3twysnesse, & charyte. Penaunce * 

H offeryth \>i body to god, but mercy offeryth to god \>\ soule. 
j. thi. iiij.® * Corporalis exercitacio ad modicum vtilis est ; pietas 
autem ad omnia.' Mercy excellyth ry^twysneEse, for ^if fiou torighteousness, 
synnere be a-ferd to fallyn in J?i cause in chapitle of ry^twys- 

a8 nesse, ^povi mayst apele thens to \>q coney storye of mercy, ^pai 
is, fro f>e ry3tfutt dome of god to his mercy, ^if \o\jl be \e 
prouocayouw of penauTice apele be tyme a-fora ^pe notarye, )?i 
preest. Jac). iiij.^° * Superexaltat mt«ertcorc?ia iudicium.' Also 

' ' MS. in margin : * mUericordSak contrantk est invidie. no^a b^ne istum 
pasBum.' 

' Jer. xiv. 12 (?). ''Of. the atory on p. 75. * Matt. v. 7. 

* MS. in margin: * misericordie virtu*.' * Eph. iv. 32. 

^ Gal. vi. 2. ® MS. in margin : ^penitenc\& & mwertcordia.' 

» I Tim. iv. 8. " James ii. 13. 
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mnd to charity, mfrcy excellyth charyte^ charite is }>e flood of goddys good- 
uesse, but )?i8 flood kepyth hym w^tA-inne hys wallys of 
goodnesse, for he goth nojt oucr his brynkes, for charyte louytb 
only gocdiies & gode folk, & to hem comounyth * his goodnes ; 4 
But mercy wytA pite flowyth ouer his wallys, & comounyth his 
good to wycked lyuerys & gode bothe. Mercy is glad of ojMris 
jmwperite, & hath ruthe & pyte of o]>eris dyssese. loxto iBwd 
cor. xij.' * Quis infirmatwr, & ego non infirmor ? quis scan- 8 
dalizatt/r, & ego non vror ? ' Syn \\s flood of m«rcy flowyth so 
plentyuously ouer his wallys to frende & fo, Jns is a good moyst 
& a wattery ground for to haue in oure welle be-nethyn, '}pere }>e 
w{ se of en vie stoppyth hym aboue be-fom. ))is moyst ground la 

[FoL 80 a.] mercy-kepyth sekyrly J)e watyr of grace. Ecc). xxvij.* * Mtaeri- C 
cordm viri qi/a^i sacculus cum ipw & groctam habens qtMui 
pupillam oculi conseruabit.' llercy in mannys herte is a sacche 
wytA hym hauyng grace, whiche schal kepyn hym as }>e bal 16 
of his eyje. 

Prom Mercy In Jjis ground mercy spnngeth a watyr of grace J>at is clepyd 

S^H*f*Gh' t ^ ^^® ^^ VY^^i V^^ ^s 1^ secwnde ^yfte of J>e holy gost. Pyte 

is goodnes, whiche jyfte is in thre ', secundum Thomam, de ao 
veri^ate *. On is in worschepyng ^p\ god, An-o)?er is in wor- 
schepirg J?i souereyns, J?e iij. is in releuyng )?e pouere. fibr J>e 
firste, worschepe \>\ god in prayere & praysing, worschipjD holy 
wrytt & goddys woord, f>at is, beleue veryly )?o to, & werke 24 
J?er-after. And ):ou fjat hast connyng teche it to ]>e peple, 
worschip) )?i soucreynys, Releue & helpe \e pore & )?i subiectys. 
)?is pyte spnngeth in ^pe ground of mercy as doth a sparogh. 
'Ra.Yiholomeus de proprieto^tftt^e, li6ro xiij.o capitvlo xxxiij.**, he 28 

As the sparrow seyth, a sparowe "^ fedyth & noryschyth an-oJ>er sparowes bryd, 

iceos ft youni^ 

bird forsaken by whau te dame hath foraakyn it; & whanne a sparowe is takyn 

its mother, or '^ ./ ' ir ^ 

tries to deliver jn a grynde & cryetli, huge multitude of sparwys aboute komyn 

^ MS. in margin : ' misericorditk & caritas.' ^ MS. comoun-nyth. 

' 2 Cor. xi. 29. 

* Ecclesiasticus xvii. 18. The Ynlgate reads: ' Eleemosyna viri quasi 
signaculum cum ipso et graciam hominis quasi pupillam conservabit.' 
« MS. in margin : * no^a i, 2, 3.' • Cf. p. 166, note 2. 

' MS. in margin : * ezemplwm bonuw de passere.' 
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thedyr to-gedyr to helpyn \>ai sparwe ^if )?ei my3te. By^t so, from a snare; 

^pQ\ }?at arn in ground of mercy haue springe-watyr of grace 

& of pyte. 5yf )?ei se here ney^boure in nede, ^eme })ei trauaylyn so ought you to 

oGnavo tow&rcLS 
4 to helpyn hym out of his nede, Vfyih here good jif )>ei be ryche, yourneighbours. 

& wytA here prayers ^if f)ei ben pouere, )>at is to seye, )?ei ^euyn 

or lenyn of here good to f>e nedefutt jif })ei mowyn, & for^euyn 

hem \>ai mown no^t payen, or ellys abyden tyl )?ei mowe payen, 

8 or 5if J)ou be pouere & mayst no^t leue ne ^yue, praye for hem 

Yfyih compassioun in )?in herte. And all J)is is pyte, a spryng 

of grace, )?e secwwde jyfte of Jje holy gost. 

3P But )?e sparowe ^ puttyth here bryddes priuely in an evese Aji the birds 

1 2 of an hows, \>ai adderys schulde no^t come ]>ere-to, & dystroyen ones, 

hem, vt ddcii Vrbanus, liJro viij. capitulo vij.^^ A turtyP 

also puttyth here bryddes in a priue place Jmt sche my^te ]>e 

more sekyrly kepyn hem, Becundum bartho?owiewm, \ibro xij. 

1 6 capitulo xxxv.o Ry^t so, jif ]>e grace of pyte is in }?in herte, 

pan dost pe werkys of mercy priuyly, bat is to sayn, ]>ow^ pou so your deeds 

of mercy, 
doost hem opynly, ):ou doost hem in preuy entente desyryng 

nou opyn worschip) for hem, as seynt gregorie seyth, * Sic sit 

ao opus in publico, vt intencio raaneat in oculto *.' Do gode dedys 

opynly to jeuyn good exaumple. * ^ Sic luceat lux ve^^ra coram 

hominibuSj vt videant opera ve«<ra bona, & glorificent patrem 

Yestrum,* but loke J?ou spere and schette )?e dore of )?in herte, 

34 bat in bi priuy entente bou desyre no wordly worschipp) berfore. or at least your 
' . . .. . intention ought 

* Intra in cubiculum cordis, & clauso ostio intencionis, ora deum to remain, con- 
cealed flrom the 
& fac opera pietatis, & ip«e qui videt in abscondito reddet ti6i,' world, 

Becundum euang^, & crisos^omt^m super Mat. in imj^erfecto 

2$ o/;ere xiij. ^if pou do )?us f>i dedys of mercy in priuy entent, 

]?a9ine art Ipon as a sparowe & as a turtyl J)at putty st ]>i 

biyddes, \>ai is, J)i gode dedys of mercy, in priuy hydde place in 

' MS. in margin : * passer/ 

* The quotation probably refers to Rabanus Maurus, De Universo libri 
xzii. Cf. lib. viii. c. vi. Migne, tora. iii. col. 250. 

' MS. in margin : * turtur.' 

* MS. in margi^n : * & misericordiQ opera pietatis in oculto & publico.' 

* Matt. V. 16. « Matt. vi. 6. 



252 Sforjf of the Knight Forghing to it's FafJers Murderer, [ch. xl. 

tlwt jou nu^ piu entent, \>ai ]>e addere, )>e feeiid, ])at foul of raueyn, sclial 

into vainglory, nojt dystryeii hem wyf A veyn-glorye. but )>au, wytA Jri bryddes, 

pat is, wytA ))i dedys of m^rcy, schalt in pin ende flyen vp 

to heueiD, & pere sclialt )>ou fynde a syker hows Sc a sjker 4 

[FoL 80 b.] nest, | to puttyn in ]>i bryddes & })i-self boJ>e. Ps. ^ * Passer 

inuenit sibi domum, & turtur nidum, vbi reponat pullos sues.' 

Interpretotion ffitrure here-of : Cryist * stey fro be mount of olyuete to be £ 
oTtheAMeiiaion , , , ^ . , ♦ . n , 

of Christ. hyl of heueue. Cryist on englysn is for to seyne anoynted, 8 

Olyuete is for to seyne mercy ', HeueiD is J>is hy^e hytt. 3if 

poM be in pe ground of mercy pou art in olyuete ; pAnne art poa 

crist, ]?at is to seyne, anoyntyd, )?at is, wytA grace, wytA pe 

^yPte of pyte }>at spryngeth in mercy, pan crist, ]?at is, anoynted la 

^'yt/* grace of pyte, pat on pe hyl of olyuete, pat is, in bye 

mercy, sclialt in )?in ende styin vp to pe hyje hyll of beuen). 

per-fore, delue depe wytA J>i spade of clennesse in ))is grond 

of lownesse tyl poxx fynde jjis spi*yng-watyr of grace, pat is, 16 

^yfte of pyte, pat is, tyl pan for^yue ]?ine enemyis, & haue pyte 

on pe nedefutl. luc. vj. ^ ' Dimtttite & dimittetur vobis.' ]>anne 

)?i pytt of lustys schal tumyn to a welle of lyif, in which grace 

sclial springe to pe worschip) of god, to helpe of J>i ne^hboure, 20 

& to saluacyoun of })i soule. 

[The Knight Forgiving to his Fathers Murderer,'] 

A German Cesurit^ * he seyth bat in theutonia was a knyjt bat slowe M\ 

knight slew the ^^ ^ , ^ n, , 

father of an- be fadyr of an ober knyat. be sone of be fadyr so slayn mette a^i 

other. When ' , i " *> t 

he met the son, pe ober knyjt bat slowe his fadir, & drowe his swerd, & schulde 

he fell down on J ' •'■' r » 

crfed"f^*niero ^ slayn hym. pe kny3t pat slowe his fadyr fyl doun on knees 
to his fete, & seyde, ' Syre knyjt, I pray pe for loue of him 
}>at deyid on crosse to 3yue mercy to mankynde, haue pan mercy 28 
on me/ In J^ise woordys pe oper kny^t was steryd to mercy, 
& in f>at mercy sprang pe watyr of grace, pat is, pe jyfte of 

* Ps. Ixxxiii. 4. ' MS. in margin : * Qgura christV 

' MS. in margin : * i (christus) dicitur vnctus . oliuettt« misericordm* 

* Luke vi. 37. The Vulgate reads: * Dimitte, et dimittemini.' 

' MS. in margin : * narrocto qnomodo qnidam miles occidit patrem 
tAterius militt« . de pietate & misericordia. filii militia occisi.' 
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pyte. And so, in jjat pyte & in \>ai mercjy he lyfted hym 

vp wyih his handys, & seyde to hym, * lo, for )jat mercy & for 

f)at pyte }>at ihe^u hadde in vs, I wil haue mercy & pyte on J>e. 

4 I forjyue j^e my faderys deth, & I kysse Jre in tokene of loue/ Forgiveness was 

On good fryday aftyrward, }?ei wentyn to-gedyre to crepyn to On Good-Priday 
1 1 ,111 1, ,././»,. ^^en they went 

be crosse. wliawne be kny^t kyssed be crosse, bat foraaf his to kiss the cross, 
; _ . , , , / , the Crucifix put 

faderi« deth to be ober knyat, be crucyfixe halsyd hym abowtyn its arms round 
' * "-^ ' -^ ./ ./ J the neck of the 

8 his necke, & seyde, * poxi for^yue f>is knyjt ]>i fader«« deth merciftil knight, 

for my loue, & kyssed hym ; J?er-fore I forjeue pe alle ]>\ synnes *** ^^® *"'^' 

& kysse f e/ 

lo, in J?is kny^tes mercy whiche grace & pyte sprang, where- 

'3 thruj crist spake in )?at crucyfixe, & forjaf ]>at kny3t his 

, synne. So do je mercy, fiat grace of pyte sprynge in 50W, Therefore, bo 

whereby ^oure synne may be forjouyn. And ]>e watyr of grace 

in 3oure welle mowe flowe ^owre soule heye vp to heuene. Ad 

16 quod, &d. 



Csipitulum xlj"^. 
De Amicicia. 

^ XTEre-beforn I teld 50U, 3if pe wose of enuye be cast out 

20 -LA of 30ure pytt, )?at 30 schulde delue douw depe tyl 30 

fynde )?e ground of mercy. And in mercy deluyth depe douw 

tyl 36 fynde a watyr-spryng of grace, f>at is, J>e 3yfte of pyte. 

But 3it, as for }?is day werk, deluyth also in mercy depe tyl 36 

24 fynden a syker grouwde of frenschipn). And in bat grouTid 30 The 'ground of 

Friendship.' 

Bchul fynde }?e watyr-spryng of grace, }>e 3yfte of pyte. )?is 
ground of frenschype is vij. fote depe & vij. fote brode *. 

pe vij. fote depthe is vij. skylles, whi we schuldyu louyn. pe Reasons why we 
28 first skyl is J)is : we han alle a fadyr in heuen), pat made vs to another. 
his I lyknes, jjer-fore we owyn to be freendys as bretheryn. [Pol. 81 a.J 
Anojjer skyl: we are cristenyd in 00 baptem, & bou3t be o 
pryse, be o monye, pai is, cristes blood, pe iij. skyl : for we 

* MS. in margin : ' Amicicia hahet septem.* 
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Th^ Seven Quafitien of Friend^iip. 



[cH. HI. 



The seven quali- 
ties of flriei.d- 
ship are: 
Iiiiiooence, 



benignity. 



haue alle oon truthe, & we ben alle bonndyn be oo lawe. pe 
iiij. sky] : we baue alle o lord, }>at holdyth vs, body A soale, 
vnder his schylde. )?e v. skyl : we am alle felawys in goddyt 
host, )7at yche day fy^ten as his kny3tes, and alle we abyde on 4 
warysoun. ]>e vj. skyl is )?is : ffor we am alle of oo spyrite to 
lyue gostly as we lyuen her« bodyly. throj })at spiiite we are 
chosyn goddys chylderyn. pe vij. skyl : for we am alle lymes of 
o l)ody. j>e body is holy cherche, J>e heued is crist, & we am pe ^ 
lymes. j^ise am pe vij. fote in depthe, pat is, vij. skylles pat 
schulde steryn a mannys berte to lone & to schewe frenschipp). 
in pe firste fote of brede in p\s ground of frenschijD is 
innocence \ pat is to saye, non harniynge, non to deryn oper, 12 
no more {>an pe lymes of 00 body, for ech-on is leef. H pe 
iecunile fote in brede is benigiiite^ ))at is, to suffere, & to 
be mure, & no^t veniable, ne holde wratthe in herte; And 
as iche lyme suffeiyth oper pat hurtyth it & vengyth no^t 16 
ajen. J)is benignite is in )?re. It vengyth him nojt. It 
kepyth nojt longe wretthe in herte. It felyth no steryng of 
hatrede a3en8 his nej^boure. pe iij. fote in brede of frenschip) is 
obedience ', pat is, whan pou art buxum to Jji souereyns, as alle 5 
)?i lymes arn to }>in herte, besy to don pat lykyth hym. }?e 21 
iiij. fote in brede is chary te*, f>at makyth iche-on to seruyn & 
to helpyn o)?er, wyih-oute mede or 5yfte, as we wolde in nede 
J?ei dede to vs, & as 00 lyme helpyth an-o}?er, & esyth hym in 24 
peyne. so schulde we do to hem pat ban nede or myscheef, 
bothc 3yue & lene, cou?iseyle& lere. pe v. fote in brede is 
pyte *, pat openyth a mawnys herte, and makyth him soiy of 
oper me^mys euyl fare & to haue ioye of here welfare, pe vj. 28. 
righteousness, fote in brede is ryjtwysnesse *, )?at makyth pe to don ryjt, & to 
haue compassiouw on alle syke & sory. Also ryjtwysnes 
punyscheth euytt dedys, be lawe & resouw to amendyn hem, 
and no^t suffryn hem to be schent. pe vij. fote in brede is 32 



obedience. 



charity. 



pity. 



* MS. in margin : * innocencia.* 

' MS. in margin : * benignitas habef tn& i, 2, 3.' 

' MS. in margin : * obediewcia.' * MS. in margin : * 4. caritas.' 

* MS. in margin : * 5. pieta.s.' ® MS. in margin : * 6. rectitudo.' 
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parfy^t loue^ )?at makyth man hardy to puttyn him-self in and perfect love, 
peryle to sauyn em-olper man fro hann, as do J)i lymes of J)i 
body, ffor jif on smyte at )?in heued, )?in hand is redy to 

4 defendyn )jin heued. In )?is fote brede of frenschip) cryist ^af his 
lyif for vs. ]?6r-fore, deluyth depe in \>e grouTide of frendschijD, 
& 3e schul fynde a waterspring of grace, )?at is, pe ^yfte of pyte, 
whiche schal brynge 50W fro synne to grace & fro peyne to 

8 blysse. 

[il Scholars Vision of Eighteousness, Truth, Peace, and Mercy. ^ 

^ Exaumple \ Magister Alexander e^iscojpua mindemensi* ', in 

postillis suis, he seyth pat ]>ere was a scolerc of bononye al a wicked 

12 jouyn to sywne and wyckednesse, envyous, veniable, fell, & 

dyspytous. In a vysiouw, )?at clerk thou3te pat he was in dreamt that he 
a feeld in an horryble tempest of thunder and leuen). he fledde about on a field 

during a than- 
for dr^ed to an hows, & clepyd for helpe. A womman answeryd, derstorm. He 
^J ^ J *wenttothe 

16 * I am ry3twysnesse | )?at d welly th here, but pow. art contrarye to [Fol. 81 b.] 

me, for poM art wycked. }>er-fore, Yfyth me mayst pow. ^^"^^^^t^xisngM, 

abyde, for )?i wrong acordyth no^t to my ry^t.' he fledde thens 

for dreed to an-of>€r hows, and cryed for helpe. A womman to the house of 

20 answerde, * I am truthe *, & pOM art fals, contraiye to me, we 

mowe nojt a-cordyn to-gedyre, go p\ wej/ he ran )?ens in 

bat dreedfuH tempest to an-o)?er hows & kallyd for helpe. pere to the house of 

Peace ; but 

answeryd a womman, & seyde, ' I am pees *, & bou ai-t dyscord, none would 

receive him. 
34 contrarye to me, for )?i barett, )?i dyscorde, f)i pride, })i felnesse, 

J>i wreche, )?in vnmekenesse, acordyth no3t to my pees. " " Impijs 

non est pax." per-fore, heremayt pan no3t dwelle, for poa hast 

made myche dyssencyouw wyth J>i tunge & dede. But I, pees. Yet Peace ad- 
vised him to 
28 couwseyle pe J)at poM go to my suster faste by me dwellynge. find her sister 

here name is mercy & mekenes''. sche is euei*emore redy to 

helpyn alle wretchys )?at cryen to here for helpe.' pe clerk ran 

* MS. in margin: * 7. perfectw* amor.* * MS. in margin : *narra<»o.' 

^ ? Alexander (Petit) de Balscot, bishop of Meath (Mindensis), died 
1397. (See Gams, Series Episcoporum.) 

* MS. in margin : ' Veritas dixit.' ' MS. in margin : * pax.* 

* Isa. Ivii. 21. "^ MS. in margin : * misericordm & humilitas.* 
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And Mercy to \e m xt hows, & cryecl helpe. A womman answeryd, ^ I am 

mercy' }>at d welly th hew. I for- sake noii |>at me loayth, me 

Feruyth, and to me clepyth for helpe. )xm clepyst now to me, 

hut \ow, hast iiojt seruyd me, ne louyd here-be-fom in dedys 4 

& in seruyse of ni^cy & of mekenes. But be-cause ]xm clepist 

■Mved him from to me for helpe, I schal helpe be. go bi wey saaf fro bb 
the tempest. . i i i^ » ^ 

thMt he might tempeste, and seme me, & loue me in dedys of mercy & of 
•erve her. mekencsse. be mercyfutt to J>iu enemyes & to o})cre )?at don J)e 8 

wrong, helpe ]?ou poure, & ]>anue schalt ]?ou haue mercy }>at am 
niercy of god ; for ^povL do mercy, no mercy schalt J>ou haue. 
" *■* IndiciuTTi erit illi sine mi«grt>orc£ia qui non fecerit mt«0rt- 
cort/iam." * .12 

}>e?fore, apele fro )>e chapetle of ryjtwysnesse, fro )?e court 
of truthe, fro \>e chapitle of pees, for in Jx) thre coui-tys )>ou 
fclmldyst be conuicte in )?i cause, for )x)u art gylty in wrong, 
in fnlsnes, in cruelte, in vnmekenes, and \>e sentens of dampna- 16 
Bighteousness, cyouTi schulde be ^ouyn a^ens \>e ; for ry3twysnesse may no^t 
Peace 'cannot helpe ]7e in ^p\ wrong, truthe may no^t helpe []>e] in ]?i falsnes, 
pees may no3t helpe )>e in J)i debate, in J)i pryde, in Jn-cruelte, . 
in ^p\ dyscorde, in )?in vnkyndenesse, in ]?in vnmercyfulhed. 20 
]?«rfore, apele fro Jjise iij. courtys of ryjtwysnes, of truthe, & of 
unl<»s8 he appeal pees, to )?e hevje archys of mercy be-tymes er J>e sentence be 
Mercy. jouyn a^ens f)e, whil \>om art heyl in ^p\ bodyly lyif. jjis court 

of mercy is penamice, contricyoun, confessiouw, & satysfaccyouw. 24 
He must go to Go to \>Q iuge of god, ]?at is, to f)e preest, and ^pere appele )>iself Jg 
judge, the & jji felawys, \>e fecnd, ^pe world, & J)i flesch, of all }>e felonye 

)?at )?ou, be )?i felawys, hast don a3en8 god. telle f>ere how manye 
personys )?ou hast slayn in soule thrugfi )?i synne & ^p\ wycked -^S 
exaumple ; and jjanne art )?ou )?e kynges chyld of heuene, Jeanne 
f>e iubtise, \>e preest, schal clothe \>e in why3t ledyr, J)at is, 
and do penance, armoure of clene penauTice. )?ere-wyth fy3te, & sle hem whom 

]?ou hast appelyd, }?at is, )?e feend, })e world, & })i flescli. And 3* 
3if )?ere come a newe qwest, affcyrward, in ony newe felouwye of 
sinne to dampne \>e, yi }>e x. comaumlementys yryih })e ij. 

* MS. in margin : * m?>«rtcor<iia 8u»i/ ^ James ii. 13. 



CH. xLi.] Penance and Lent as Means of Salvation, 257 

comaundmentys of )?e gospel schuldyn endyte )?e, for }poxi hast 

brokyn hem alle, ^erne, er J)is quest come in a^ens )?e a-forn )?e ( [Fol. 82 a.] 

iustyse, )?e preest, ^yue J>e ^ to })i salarye, and seye \>o\x art a clerk, 

4 & canst redyn in f>i sawter^. }?awne schal ]?e iustyse, )?i preest, 

do be redyn bis Psalme ' of be sawtere : * Miserere mei, dews, Read the peni- 

j . . ' , - tential psalm, 

^ecunauxw magnam mieertcoraiam tuam. haue mercy on me, 

lord, vp-on f>i gret mercy. ]>is is )?e psalme in J?e sawtere. ]>is 

8 is J>e psalme of grace as J>e jere is f)e ^ere of grace, jif f)OU rede 

wel J?is vers of mercy, J>ou schalt be sauyd for J)i clergye, & be 

put to be bysschopys prisoun of heuen), bat is, in-to purgatorye, and thou shalt 

oome into pur- 
and aftyrward be pourgyd out wyt/i a quest of clerkys, ]>ai is, gatoiy, 

1 2 wytA prayers of prestys & wy tA suiFragys of all holy cherche. and priests wUl 

pray for thee. 
But whawne )?ou hast don J?i felonye of synne, 3erne, er f>ou be 

arestyd wytA deth, fle to cherch, & kepe f)e f>ere xl. dayes, & Keep Lent! 

after J?at take ):e croys, & forswere ]?e kynges londe, & kepe Jje 

1 6 kynges weye. As )?us : whan )?ou art onys schreuyn, f>ou fallyst 
ajen after J)i schryfte in dedly sywne, f>ou art ajen J>e kynges 
feloun of heuen), for J?ou hast slayn ^pi soule. fe xij. of J>e quest, 
^pai is, f)e x. comaundemeuty^ & jje too comaundmewtys of \>q 

2o gospel, ban endyjted })e. f>erfore fle to holy chercK, J>at is, to 

f)e sacrament of penaunce, & kepe )?e J>ere xl. dayes in lentyn 

of )?i penaunco. ffor clerkys seyn, In xl. dayes ]>e chyld in J)e And as the child 

moders wombe hath ful schap of alle his bodyly membrys, & in womb, after 

^ , ^ ^ ^ ' forty days, is 

24 jje xl. day god puttyth Ipe soule & lyif in-to \>e body of f>e chyld. ^"J^ Hh^f f 

^ Vncfo Veritas : * Quadraginta diebt6« ediflcatum est templum 
corporis pueri.' Ry^t so, Jjou ifi dedly synjue, dysfyguryd 
& dysformyd in alle J?i gostly & bodyly mewbrys in al J?e longe 

28 jere before, & deed w^Aoute lyif of grace in )?i soule ; hast 

" graunt in holy cherche xl. dayes in lentyn, bat J>i membrys, so shalt thou be 
,,,*. t n 1-1P 1 cured in all thy 

dede be-fore in synne, dysnguryd & dysformyd, my3ten encresyn limbs. 

& reformyn ajen in-to here ryjt schap be penaunce & grace ' ; 

33 J>at ]?in eyne, blynde be-fom in synne, Jeanne mowe sen J>i 

defaw^tys wytA wepyng teiys ; And \>m erys, deve be-forn to 

here goddys woord & ^pQ voys of f>e pouere, J>awne f)at )?ei mowe 

^ Omitted in MS. and added above the line. ^ Ps. 1. 3. 

I MS. in margin : ' q«inqu« sensed.' 
8 
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ben opefi) to here; \>\ throte & }>i mowth, dowme befom & 
glotynous, ]?anne J>ei ben opyn to ' praysen & worschypen god ; 
)>i nase, be-fom smellyng vnlefTully, ]>at ]>afuie })ei mowe smelle 
swetnesse & goodnes of deuocyouw ; And J)i feet, crokyd be-fom 4 
to gon to ony goodnes, )>at ]7a9ine })ei mowe be lyght & redy to 
gon to alle thyiiges )>at am worschipfutt to god & helthe to ]>e 
8oule; )>iu handys, schett be-fom fro almes-dede, ^pai ]>anne 
J>ey mowe ben openyd to alle gode werkys & to dedys of mercy. 8 
}>U8 in holy cherch, be ]je sacrament of penaunce, ^if )jou kepe 
And on the J>e wel )?e xl. dayes of lentyn *, Jeanne in J>e xl. day, Jxit is, 
dIS* th ^**]^t ®'*®^^ ^*y» 8^ ^^^^^ puttyn in-to \i body lyif & soole, Jwt is, 
S?eHo?*Con[- ^7^"^®^^ ^^ 1^ sacrament, ))nt is, god & man, flescfi & blood, 12 
munion. hodij & soule. As pi soule is lyif of J>i body, so is god lyif of 

[rol. 82 b.] ]>i soule ; whiche lyif entryth in-to ]>i body ]>e xl. day, | "pat is, 
estem day. Jjus J>anne fle to schryfte, to be reformyd & norysched 
in penaunce, & quyked in grace fro deth of synne-]>e xl. dayes 16 
of lentyn. And Jeanne ]>e coroners, )>e preest, schal take pe 
a cros of penauns in )?in handys, J>at is, in pi werkys, & he 
scbal) settyn pe in pe kynges weye of heuene, pat is, in }>e x. 
comaundmentys. Ysa. xxx. ' * hec est * via, ambulate in ea : 20 
neque a dextris neque a sinistris Bed via recta ambulate.' pe 4f 
The priest will coronere, pe preest, schal sey to [jow], goth in )?is weye of pe 
right path. x. comauwdmentys, goth no^t oute on pe ryjt syde in prosperyte 

of pe wordely lucre, coueytise & rycches, ne goth no^t out on 24 
pe lyfte syde in lustys of ^oure flesch, but kepyth J>e ry^te weye 
in myddys of pe x. comaundementys. forswerc pe kynges londe, 
J>at is, forsake pe lond of pe deuyl, poi is, dedly synne, & kepe 
wel pe cros of penaunce in J)in hande, pat is, in J>i werk ; for a8 
jif pou kaste f)at fro pe, & go out of pe kynges weye on eyper 
syde, pat is, out of J^e comaundmenty«, ojjer for coueytise or 
wordly muk, or for lust of J?i flesch ; )?in enmye, pe feende. 

Therefore, keep schal purse we be, & sle be in soule. ber-fore, kepe be weye of 3 a 

theTenODm- 

mandments. pe X. comaundementys & be cros of penaunce, tume no^t aaen 

do penance, 

^ MS. to to. 

^ MS. in margin : ' dies 40* quadragesime . no^a b^ne.' 

' Isa. xxx. 21. * Added by later hand above the line. 
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^ to J>i synne. Mat. xx'wo.* * Qui Don accipit cnicem, & seqmtwr avoid gin; 

me, now est me dignus/ Kepe )?e in )?e gronde of mercj & of 

mekenes, Jeanne schalt sprynge wat^r of grace in ]>i welle, })at is, 

4 pyte, be s^ct^nde 5yfbe of grace of be holy gost. bawne schalt and thou sbalt 

have meroy of 
J)ou haue mercy of god, & be sauyd fro deth of dampnacyoun to Gk>d l 

endles lyif of heuen. Ad quod, &d. 



Cspitulum xlij™. 
8 De malo regimine cordis, oris, & operis. 

^ ^y^ ]>^ wose of wretthe be cast out of soure pytt, as I telde Beneath the 

<^ "^ :» r^ » «oote of Wrath' 

— ^ 50U here-be-fom, banne, for bis day werk, kastyth out bis isthe'mvelof 

' . . Migconduct.' 

grauel benethyn, pere wretthe was abouyn. J?is grauel is mys- 

12 gou«mauwce. for as grauel is bareyn, and beryth no fruyte, 
so mysgouemauwce is bareyn, & frutyth nojt in goodnesse to 
J>e soule. Job vj.* 'Arena maris hec grauior apparet/ Abuyle 
seyth, Goueme we vs no3t as drnnke men, J>at kun no^t goueme 

1 6 hem-self, )?at in resoun and in truthe we fayle of oure gouern- 

aunce. A man seynge his neyabourys hows brynne, & kepyth A man who, 

aeeinfchis 
no^t his owne hows, but takyth of J?e fyir of his ney^bours, & neighbour's 

brewnyth )?er6-wytA his owyn hows ; he gouemyth hym euele. burns his own, 

2o Ry^t so, who-so takyth hede of oJ>erys malyce synnes & de- 

fewtys, and takyth non hede of his owne defawtys, but wyih 

be fyir of his neyabourys synnes & malyce brennyth his owyn is like him who 
f -,. . , ..1 a_ , . -^ destroys liis soul 

hows of his conscyence in rankourc, wretthe, & hate, or euyl bv denouncing 

34 demyng and supposyng in herte, & slauwdryng, and in euyl others, 
spekyng wyth mowth, in vnkyndely dedys ; Also pis man hath 
mysgouemaunce, }>at brennyth & dystroyeth in herte, tunge, 
& dede, his owyn soule wyih J)e fyir & slauTidre of othir mennys 

28 synne. And pou se o)?er6 men brenne )?in hows, & sufferyst 
hem to don it, & myjtist lettyn it, }>ou hast mysgouemaunce. 
Ryjt so, whan pan sufferyst pi thou^tys, j^i woordys, & }>i 
werkys, for opere mennys synnes to paryssche )?i soule, pan hast 

* Matt. X. 38. ^ Job vi. 3. 

S 2 
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The Three Kind* of ilueonduct 



[CH. XLIL 



[7ol. 88 ft.] 



The three kinds 
of miaconduct 



Misconduct of 
the heart, in 
thinking evil of 
one's neighbour. 



Misconduct of 
the tongue, in 
aa mannars : 
X. Blasphemy, 



a. grumbling, 



3. laying one's 
sins to another's 
charge, 



mysgon^uaunoe ; | qwiche goaemaunce is bareyn A heyy as 
grauel to wey^e ]>i 80ule doun to peyoe. hee Abuyle. }hib, ]xm 
bareyo fro frujte of vertuys be )>i8 grauel of mysgoaemaanoe, 
as a drye tre wytA-oute fro^te, schalt ben hewyn doan wyth 4 
deth in body & soule at pe doom, & be cast in-to endles fyir 
but it be amendyd. Eze. vj.* 

pis grauell of mysgouemaunce is iij. fote depe. fote in pe 
herte, an-oper is in pe tuuge, }>e i^. is in dede. g 

In herte ^, mysgouemaunce is euyl demyng, euyl supposyng, 
euyli thou^tys. of J)is mysgouemaunce schalt povL ben accosyd 
at pe doom, saptencta prtmo '. pat is, why pou thou^tist so 
euytt, why pon supposyd so euele. Sic dictt Watertoun*, who- la 
so diffoule pe temple of god, }>at isj )>in herte, wytA suche euylle 
thou^tys, god schal dystroyin hym. j cor. iiy '. 

In tunge' is ]7is grauel of mysgouemaunce in xxij. inche 
thy eke. pe firste inche is in spekyng blasfemye, pat is, woordys 16 
a^ens pe reuerens of god, a^ens his'' niy^t, a^ens his mercy, 
a^ens his goodnes, or a3ens his ry^twysnesse. as an erthyn 
pott, empty & voyde", sett on pe fyir brestyth on-sundir, and 
^if it be full of lycour«, it brekyth no^t ; So, pon pat art empty ao 
& voyde wytA-outyn grace, in pe fyir of tribulacyoun pon 
brestyst out wyth woordes of vnworschyp) to god. But ^yf poa 
be full of watyr of grace, pon suffryst alt, & thankyst god. 
EcB. xxvij.' * Vasa [figuli] probat fornax — aduersitatis & temp- 24 
tacionis.' pe BecunAe inche of mysgouemaunce in pe mowth IS 
is grucchyng ^^, As a carte-qweel, drye & vngrecyd, cryeth 
lowdest of opere qwelys; So, poa drye & nojt grecyd wytA 
grace grucchyst lowdest of alle opere a^ens )?i god in ony as 
dyssese & tribulacyoun. %pe thridde inche is f)is: whanne 
pon defendyst J?i synne &pe defawte as Adam dede ", & puttyst 

^ Cf. Matt. iii. 10, and vii. 19. ^ MS. in margin : ' i. i^ corde.' 

• Referring to no special verse. * Cf. p. 168, note 3. 

" I Cor. iii. 17. ' MS. in margin : ' 2. ore, no^a 22. i. blasfemia.* 

^ MS. his his. • MS. in margin : * exemplum.' 

' EcclesiasticuB xxvii. 6. '® MS. in margin : * 2. mtcrmKracio.' 

^^ MS. in margin: '3. defensio pecca^. no^a hene istum paBBum. 
exemplum* 
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]>i synne on god or on aji-o]jer man. Adam seyde, lord, }>e 
womman whiche J?ou ^oue me to be my felawe dede me etyn 
of ])e appyl. Geii). iijo.* As who seyth, jjou & sche wer* cause 
4 of my synne. So IpoM synfult man, obstynate in ]>i synne, 
excusyst )?e, & seyst, I may nojt kepe ]>e halyday, for god wil 
sende no wederyng on }:e werkeday, ne lucre of my craft, & so 
I schulde lese my good & my profyjt. I tythed falsely, for 
8 ellys I dede a^ens )?e vsage of my neyjbourys, f)erfore, I wylt 
reyse vp non newe vse. I halpe "pe poore man on J>e haly-day 
wyth plowj, & carte, & opere werk, for I wolde nojt lese my 
werke on ]>e werkeday aboute myn owyn good, how schulde 

la I come be-tymes to cherch pat haue so myche to done ? I may 
no^t late my good for-fare. I muste nedys weyin falsly chese 
& wolle, spyserye & opere thinges, & selle be false mesurys as 
opere don ; ellys schulde I loose per-on. I muste swere nedys, 

i6 & forswere me in chaffaryng & in oper wyse; ellys no man wylt 
beleuyn me. I muste nedys be wyles, defraude, & falsnesse, 
dysseyuen my neyjbour* ; for ^if I dede truthe I schulde neuer« 
thryue but ben a beggerc. And nedys I, & my wyif, & my 

ao chylderyn, | and my meyne muste lyve. Why schulde I paye [Pol. 83 b.] 
pe tythe tyl I sette on alt pe expensez of myn howsholdel 
Schal I paye pe tythe, whan I, & my wyif, chylderyn, & meyne, 
mowe nojt lyven wyih pe ix. partys 1 I dede pat sywne for dreed 

34 of my deth, for dreed of enmyte, for dreed of lesyng of my 
good, an-oj5«r persone temptyd me so sore per-to |>at I my^t 
nojt wyt^stonde it. Lo, how manye false excusacyouws pe 
tunge schewyth to defendyn & to excusyn his synne I Whan 

a8 poule' seith, god sufferyth 50W nojt to be temptyd so sore but 

^ pat 56 mowe wyt^standyn it ^if ^e wyll. % Opere two inchys ^. and s. swear- 
in mysgouemaunce of pe mowth' am horryble opiB & for- 
sweryng. A pot sethyng ouer pe fyir boyleth out in swiche 

33 lycour as is per-in ; So, synfult lyuerys fuli of lycour of lustys 
boylen suche synfiitt othes & forswerynges as arn norysched 
w^t4-inne in here synne. Prouer. xv.* *0s fatuori^w* ebullit 

^ Gen. iii. 12. ' i Cor. z. 13. ' MS. in margin : ' i. oris.' 

* Prov. XV. 3. MS. ' cor fibtuonim,' &c 
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6. lying, stulticiam/ )7e vj. inche in mysgoaarDaunce of ]>e mowth is 

7. baokbiting, lesynges *. * Perdes omnes qui loquuntur mendaciom*.' fe vij. 

inche ia bacbytjmg *. A bacbytew is a bochery« dogge, eu^re- 
more hauyng a blody mowth fult of synfutl defamyngM, and 4 
euere, as a dogge he lyckyth })e woundys ft ]>e sorys of an-o]>er 
man. he spekyth no^t of an-o})eres goodnes, but he spekyih 
euer-more of his sorys, and of his woundys, & of his de&¥rty8. 

8. loquacity. IT ]?e viij. inche is }7is : many-fult of woordys ^. ' In multiloqido 8 

non dee«< p^cca^um ^/ He ^pai hath manye woordys faryth as 
a fool ^p^X sellyth his chafiare wyt^uten wy^te ft mesure. ]>e 
ix. inche is ydel woordys *, Jjat profy^teth nojt to }>e ne to ]>e 
spekere; as Jerom seyth, An ydel spekere is as a tre beryng la 
levys & no fruyjt. ))e x. inche is speche of harlotrye ft 
rybaldry e, dyPslhonest woordys. ^ou Jaat s pekyst so faryst as 
a Bowe or as an hogge, for |>qu art n o^t ascha^ ^y^ t^ pnffyn 
)?i mowth in as foul fylthe as ))ou puttyst ]?i fete. ) )e xj. inche 16 
is whanne ]70U behotyst myche thyng vndyscretly, and doost 
no3t ^p\ behest })ou kepyst no3t ^pi promys, )>ou faryst as a 
vyne wytA brode levys }pai sone welkyn. J)e xij. inche is in 
dyspisyng an-o]7er. })anne faryst ^po\k as a lytel hound, ]>at 20 
lytel may do, ft berkyth more |)an a gret bocherys dogge. }?e 
xiij. inche of mysgouemaunce of ]7e mowth is chydyng ; whan 
))ou chydest ))ou art ^pe ber-wyif of ))e deuyl. whane J?ou 
chydest ajen, Jeanne jeldyst it ajen to J>e feend wytA gouylt 34 
ft encres of synne. % }>e xiiij. inche is whan )?ou scomyst gode 
lyuerys. }>ou faryst as a blynde man. whanne he wenyth to 
spytten on \>% erthe, he spytteth on o]?tfres face. Hy^t so, 
wenyst ^po\k to scornyn an erthly man ft a synfuli man in synne, a 8 
ft ^povL scomyst ft dyspysest his good conscyens, })at is, })e face 
15. bad counsel, of his soule. IF ]>e XV. inche is whanne ]x)u ^euyst to an-o})er 




II. unkept 
liroouaes, 



za. deapising 
othera, 



13. chiding. 



14. scorning 
good people. 



^ MS. in margin : ' 6. mendaciufft.' 

^ Ps. V. 7. • MS. in margin : '7. detractor.' 

* MS. in margin : * 8. multiloqttium.* 

* Prov. X. 19. The Vulgate reads : deerit. 

* MS. in margin : * 9. verba oct'osa.* Then the MS. goes on counting the 
< inches ' without note in margin, till 17. 
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euyl couwseyl to don euyl ajens god & holy cherc^, or a^ens 

of>ere qwyke or dede. )?ou faryst as a»ii adders, for ]>ou sleest 

wytA )?i tunge whom f)ou towchyst wytA ]>in euyl couTiseyl. ))e 

4 xvj. inche is })is : whawne )>ou sowyst dyscorde, & makyst wyth x6. sowing of 

discord) 
\\ talys folk out of charyte & out of loue. Jjou faryst as a 

^ dragouTi. J>ou spewyst out fyir, & brewnyst \\ bettyr. f>e xvij. 17. cursing, 
inche is })is : whay^ne t^ou waryist & cursyst, )?ou faryst a s 
8 a ioyfoloure, \a\, werkyth be ]3e deu yl. so | dost_^i]L _^ deuyl [Fol. 84 a.] 
iseuere in \\ mowth in warying & cursyng. Jjou doost Jje 
feend a manere of worschipe & a sacrifyse, for fou namyst_hym 
so oftyn; as a i ogolonrg doth hym sacryfyse for to spedyu him 

1 2 in hys wycche-crafte. J>e xviij. inche is J)is : whan )?ou flatryst * ^8. flatteiy, 
an-oJ?er in his synne & in his euyl dede. f>ou faryst as an 
houTide, \ai lyckyth an-ojw hound, whaTine he metyth hym, 
be-hynde in }Je ers, in J?at vnclene membre. v^rtewys am 

16 be-fom, synne is be-hynde, & foulerc Jjan ))e ers, & f)ere Jjou, 

wytA )?i flateryng, kyssest hym ))at is in his synne. f>e xix. 19* double-deal- 
inche is f)ts : when f>ou beryst too tungys ^ in Jjin heued. Jjou 
faryst as an addere. ]?ou hast a crokyd tunge heldyng wytA 

ao hownd and wytA hare. })e xx. inche ' is Jns : whan }Jou vsyst ao. tale-bearing, 
faste to tellyn talys & tydynges. J?ou faryst as a wolf, for he 
o monyth in }?e jere lyueth be ))e wynde ; so dost J)ou, in wynd 
of swyche tydynges & talys is al J)i lust & \\ lyif. Jje xxi. 21. boasting, 

34 inche is }?iB : whan ))ou bostest and braggyst, schakyst hogge 
& avauwtyst Jje. f>ou faryst as cuckow, }Jat euere syngeth his 
owen name ; so )?ou euere-more kanst no3t speke ne preyse no 
man but )?e-self. f>e xxij. inche is J?is : wha^ine ]>ou bewreyist ^a- disclosing 

38 couTiseyl. })ou faryst as a sacche w^tA-oute botome, }>ere may 
no-thyng abyde Jjer-in. ))ou faryst as a wryed; so in Jje no 
conseyl may abyde, no counseyl may be hyd in Jje vnseyn & 
vnknowyn. 

32 I'ise xxij. forseyde inches of mysgouemaunce in tunge arn )7e 
bareyn graueti of \\ mowth, ^ecwin/dwia doctores. It arn hevy 

' MS. in margin : < 18. Adulacio.* 
^ MS. in margin : ' 19. bilinguis.' 
' MS. in margin : < 20, 21, 2 a/ without note. 
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'The Legend of Julian the Confenor. 



[CB. ZLU. 



Mitoondnot in 



to ))i soule, as grauel makjth \t bareyn fro fruyjt of vertewys. 
)>er-fore, caste out of \\ pyt ]7is graueli ) 

])e iij. fote depthe of )7is grauel is mysgoutfmaunce in dede ^ ; ® 
J>at is, whanne )?au gou«rnyst ])e so in werkys \a\, it profy^teth* 4 
no3t to )>e worschipp) of god, ne to })e helpe of J^i soule, ne to 
)?in even-crysteiD, but hyndryn, harmyn, & encresyn synne & 
malyce to )?e & to ))i ney3lK)ure, as in pleying evyli gamys, 
steryng o)>«re'to wratthe ; alle suche gamys am ydeli & bareyn 8 
as grauel of mysgouemaQnce. At })e doom, ]7ou schalt ^yue 
aconntys of alle J?i dedys gode & wyoke. Ro. xiij®.* Of ]>i 
gode werkys ]>ou schalt rekene in what entent ]x)u dedyst hem. 
\oml Bchalt ben inquyi'ed wheJTer })ou dedyst hem for god or for la 
)>e world, of \\vl ydelt thou^tes & woordys ]7(ni schalt rekne 
also. }?«r-fore, }>e grauel of mysgouemaunce in herte, tunge, 
and dede, caste out of ]7i pytt, & make it dreye as a welle to 
springe watyr of grace & }?e watyr of lyif. 16 



A staff once 
prophesied to 
Julian that he 
should kill his 
father and 
mother. 
Julian fled. 



[Fol. 84 b.] 

served a foreign 
prince, and 
married. His 
parents sought 
nim, and came 
to his house 
while he was 
absent. 

His Mrife made 
them rest in her 
bed, and went to 
church. 

Julian returned, 
and thinking 
his wife was 
committing 
adultery, slew 
his parents. 



\The Legend of Julian the ConfesBor^ 

Exaumple '. Julyan \>e confessoure whii he was ^ung, on Jtf^ 
a day, in huntyng he pursewyd an hert. )?e hert seyde to him : 
* }>ou pursewyst me to sle me. take hede \o\jl schalt sle Ipi 30 
fadyr & Jji modyr.' Julyan was a-stonyed of ))e hertys speche, 
& fledde fer fro his cuntre in-to an-o}?«r lande, \>ai suche myshap 
schulde nojt fallyn hym. he serjuyd a prince, & of hym was 
made a kny3t. he weddyd a lady ))at hyjt Castellana. his 24 
fadyr & modyr, for his goyng awey, sow^tyn hym in dyuerse 
londys. At J>e laste, whyl Julyan was oute, his fadyr & modyr 
komyn to his castel to enquyren after hym. his wyif, be here 
woordys, vnderstood )>at here husbonde was hire sone, & made 28 
hem bothe to lyne in here husbondy« bed & in here. Julyan, 
erly on ]?e monve, whil his wyif wente to cherche, come hom), 
& fonde hem lyinge in his bed. wenyng \>ai it hadde ben his 
wyif & here lemman, he slowe hem bothe in slepe. his wyif 3 a 



^ MS. in margin : ' 3. inopere.* 
» MS. &. * Kom. xiii. 4 (?). 



' ^e crossed in MS. 
• MS. in maigin : * narracio.' 
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com) fro cherch, and telde hym J)at his fadyr & raodyr werd 
comyn, & sleptyn in his bed. ]7anne he wepyng seyde, * I haue 
slayn hem bothe as )>e hert me telde/ Jjanne he keste out )>e 

4 wose of )?at synne, & f>e graueft of aft mysgouemauTice in 
thow^t, woord, & dede, in penau/ice, and fledde to J?e court of For the sake of 
mercy, his wyif wente wytA him for-sakyng aft here hows & th*"^**^h 
lond, lordschip) & rychesse. And be-syde a watir \>eve myche 

8 folk perysschedyn for defaute of feryage & of helpe, Ipere he 

made hym an hospytaft, and resceyuyd & releuyd alle }?at 

komyn, & feryed hem ouer be watyr manye serys. At be laste, and kept a ferry 

for many years, 
at mydnyjt, he herde a rewfuft voys wepyng & clepywg, ' Julyan One night, 

12 helpe me ouer }?is watyr I * Julyan ros, & wente ouer J?e watyr call and carried 
barefoot in cold frost, & fonde one )?ere ny deed for cold. 
Julyan browjte hym ouer in-to his hows. ]?awne turnyd ]3at 
persone to a foule lepre, stynkynge. he leyd hym in his bed, a leper over the 

1 6 for he hadde but one, he wryed hym. after |)at, J?e lepre stey But the leper 
out of J>e bed to heuen), & seyde : * Julyan, Julyan, for bi who announced 

, to him that he 

gouemaunce in herte, tunge, & dede, god hath acceptyd ^p\ hfwi found for- 
penaunce, & forjouyn f>e ^pi synne.' Aftyr, Julyan dyed, & is sin. 
2o a seynte in heuen). 

lo, caste out )?e grauel of mysgouemauTice in herte, tunge, & 
dede, wytA penauTice, as Julyan dede. and ]?a7ine schal watyr 
of grace spryngen in ^ou, as it dede in hym ; whiche grace scbal 
^4 brynge 30W to endeles ioye. Ad quod, &d. 



Capitulum xliij°^. 
De pace triplici & obediencia. 

E ober day, I telde 50U, aif be wose of wretthe be out of The 'gravel of 
'^ ' Misconduct' 






28 30ure pytt, how je schuldyn castyn out ]?e grauel of mys- 

gouemauns vnder fat wose of wratthe. 

But now schal I telle aow of be howe or a pek-ex wherwvtA must be re- 

^ . ^ , - moved witha 

30 muste stubbe out pe grauel. })is howe hath an heed wytA pickaz, 
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Meekness and Mildness, 



[CH. ZLin. 



PeMC which 
hMtwoend^ 
Meeknenand 
MUdneM. 



Itohmidleii 
beneToleiioe. 



Meeknett 



two endys, ft au haudylt \ J^is howe is pees. ]>e ou ende of ]>e 
heued is reste of h«rte, }>at is, mekenes. ]>e o|>0r ende of ]>e 
[roL 86 a.] heued is myldenes in tunge. }pe handyl is benygnyte in dede.| 
Mekenes makyth pes in herie. myldenesse makyth pees in 4 
tunge. benyngnyte makyth pees in werkyng. In signe of }>iBe 
thre pees, ihe«u, after his resurreccyonn aperyng to his apostelys, 
seyde to hem thryes, * Pax vobis,' Joh. xx.", Pees to 30U. Why 
seyde he to hem thryes, pees to 30W 1 ' for )>at we scholde kepen 8 
thre manertf of pees, }?at is, pes in herte, pees in tunge, & pees 
in dede. who-so loue to haue pes, & to make }>is pees, ]>ei be 
blyssed, & clepyd chyldryn of god. Mot. v.* 'Beati pacifici, 
qiMmiam filij dei vocabuntter.' i a 

]>e on ende in ]7e heued of Jns howe of pees is reste, mekenesse, 
tranquylite in herte. for whil vnmekenesse is in ]nn herte, it 
£Euryth as ]>e see, euere troubelyth, ft steryth, ft hath no reste 
ne pees, but rancours & euyll desyres, euylle wylles, & ewyll 16 
thou^tes. Isa. lij.*^ ' Cor impij qtoisi mare feruens, cum non tst 
pax, t^uod quiescertf non potest.' }>^-fore, take mekenes in herte *, 
ft }>at Echal fowyn out alt trouble and vnreste, alt rankour« 
& euylt desyres, ft euyll wylles, ft thouj^y*. And }?us, mekenes 30 
schal makyn ]?in herte to restyn in pees ft in quyete. Augfi«- 
tinus^ * Pax est tranquillitas cordis.' jif ]xm be meke in herte, 
]>ou schalt ben eyre of ))e kyngdom) of heuen). Mot. v.*o ' * Beati 
mites, qiumtam ip^i possidebunt terram.' 3if ^po\k be meke in 24 
herte, ]>ou art a bed of flourys, ft a softe bolstr« in whiche }ji god 
slepyth & restyth. Cant, prtmo * Lectus meus floridus,' ft in 
Ps.* 'In pace factus est locus eiusJ 

]>e o)per ende in J^e heued of )>e howe of pees is myldenes in 28 
tunge ^•. In J?i woordys be mylde, & }?anne schalt J>ou ben eyr« 
of heuen). * Mansueti autem hereditabunt terram ".' And in 
\>\ mylde speche, god redyly schal here J^i prayere. Judith 



makes the heart 
rest in 



Mildness of 
speech. 



* MS. in margin : * note 3* de pyko ys. vd howe. i, a, 3.* 

" John XX. 19, a I, 26. » MS. in margin ' pax Xi (christi).' 

* Matt. V. 9. * Isa. Ivii. 20, 21. • MS. in margin : * homilitas.* 
^ Matt. V. 4. • Cant. i. 15. Vulgate reads : * Lectulus noster/ 

* Ps. Ixxv. 3. *« MS. in margin : * mititas.' " Ps. xxxvi. 11. 
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xiij.^ * cui humilium et mansueton^m semper placuit deprecaoio.' 
jif ]>on kepe myldenes in ])i woordys, fxm smytest out of ]>i 
mowth stryif, chydyng, & woordys of discord, and nurscheth 
4& kepyth pes in tunge wytA JjI neyjhboars. f>e vyolence of The shook of 
a gunne or of an engyne-ston * is qwenchyd, whan softe erthe or ^^^ ^^ **^ 
Bofte thyng is sett per-^ens ; ry5t so, wyth myldenes of softe J^JJS bSfme? 
woordys ]>o\i schalt qwenchyn angry and boystous woordys of ^*^ mildness. 
8 angry folk. Prouer. xv.' * Eesponsio mollis frangtt iram.' EcB. 
iiij.* * Affabilem te facito.' ' responde pacifice.' Be fayr of 
speche, answers swetely ! Jjanne deluyst J)ou out, wyth mylde- 
nes, dyspytows woordys. but pon do fnis J?ou schalt nojt askape 

12 )>© dredefull ryjt of doom. Sap. j.' * Qui loquittw iniqua, non 
effugiet indicium corripientis.' 

^ ]>e handyl of J?is howe of pes is benygnyte in dedys*. do Benevdenoe. 
good in benygne dedys to pi ney^hbour & non harme. Epfi. iiij.'' 

1 6 ' Estote benigni.' 3^ an-of)er do J^e harme, do pon hym non 

harme a^en ; pon makyst debate and no pees, ^if pou do him 

^good for })in harme, panne, in }?i dede, makyst pon pees. 

j. pe. iijo.® I *Non reddentes malum pro malo/ Et apo«tolt4S**. [B*©!. 86 b.] 

ao * Noli vincerc malum in malo, sed vince in bono malum.' be Do not return 

' evil for eril! 
glose interliniare seyth pat it is no^t worthy god to be mercy- 

fult to hym pat is cruel & vnmercyfuU. for seynt Austyn seyth, 

he pat sekyth on an-oper )7at dyde hym harme, he purchasyth 

34 to hym-self of god a grevot^ turment of peyne. whi ] for god ^'^^^flS^^ 

hath weddyd to hym-self, ^^Becundum doctores, two wyves*', pat J^^JSSJS** 

is, wreche & worschip). }?ise two god hath reseruyd to him-self 

fro alle opere creaturys, for he wylt pat worschypp) only be don 

^ Judith iz. 16. Vulgate : * sed humilium et m. a. tihi pi. d.' 
' MS. in margin: 'exemplum,^ • Ppov. xv. i. 

^ Eoclesiasticui iv. 7. Vulgate : * Congregation! pauperum a. t. f.' And 
ibid. iv. Sf ' responde illi pacifica.' 

' Sapientia i. 8. Vulgate : ' nee praeteriet ilium corripiens judicium.* 

* MS. in margin : * benignitas.' ^ Eph. iv, 32. 

• MS. dt non harm crossed. • i Pet. iii. 9. 
*• Rom. xii. 21. Vulgate : * Noli vinci a malo,* &c. 
^^ MS. X. dowterys crossed. 

" MS. in margin : * yxores duas det^s sibi (?) reseruauit, BcUioet vin- 
dictam & honorem.* 
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to hym, & })at wreche be takyn to hjm, )>at is to seyne, desyr^ 

110 worschip, for ))at longyth to god. ysa. xliij®.* 'Gloriam 

mea«i» altm uon dabo.* )>ou doost a gret ofiens to )» god, \at 

desyrest goddys wyif, \a\i is, worschipp). )7oa doost a gret 4 

trespas to god, )>at takyst fro hym his o))er wyif, ])at is, wreche, 

whanne \o\x. takyst wreche on hem })at don ]7e harme; for it 

longyth to hym to take }>at wreche, & no^t to }7e. Deat.o xxxj.' 

* Michi vindictam, & ego retribuam.' )?«r-fore, be benygne in 8 

dede, do goodnes to alle men, & make pees in ]?i werkys I Oat. 

yo.' * Operemwr bonum ad omnes.' 

When the wyth )7is howe of pees & mekenes, myldenesse & goodnes, (^ 

conduct' is delue out ))e gravel of mysgouernauYice fro herte, tunge, & dede, la 

and })anDe schal )7e frute of ryjtwysnesse be sowyn in )>i welle. 

Jac. iij.^ ' ffrQctt£« iusticie in pace seminatur.' wyth \vcl howe 

of pees dygge doun deppere in \\ welle, whan })e grauel is 

out, tyl ]x)u fynde a clene grounde *. for mekenesse of herte, 16 

myldenes of tunge, goodnes of werkynge, schal brynge })e to 

fynde a clene grouTid^ }?at is, obedyence, })e ground of grace. 

Ps.' 'Propter benignitatem cordis, & mansuetudinem oris, & 

iusticiam cp^ris, deducet te mirabiliter dextera tua, \d est, bona ao 

occupacio^ tua, ad fundum gracie, id est, ad obedienciam.' 

you will find whanne bou fyndest bis irround of obedyens, & felyst it, banne 
the 'ground of ' •' •• ° *' *> m 

c^ience* it makyth \>e tame as a lambe, pere wretthe made ]>e first ferse 

& wylde as a lyouw. )?er-fore, wytA J?in howe of pes dygge 34 

doun in ]>\B grouwde of obedyens iij. fote in depthe. In pe 

firste fote ' obeye J?e to pi god & to his comaundmentys. In 

pe ij. fote obeye pe to holy cherche, & to pe prelatys of holy 

cherch, & to J^e lawys & ordynauwcys of holy cherche. In )?e 28 

iij. fote obeye pe to J)i souereynys. 

Obedience to In ))e firste fote depthe of the ground of obedyens, obeye pe 

God. 

* Isa. xlii. 8, or adviii. 11. 

^ Deut. xxxii. 55. * Mea est ultio/ &c. seems to be confused with Bom. 
xii. 19, * Mihi vindicta/ &c. 

• Gal. vi. 10. * James iii. 18. 
" MS. in margin : • Obediencta Deo,' • Ps. xliv. 5. 

^ MS. * oocupacio.* • MS, in margin : ' i, a, 3.' 
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to pi god. lowly kepe his comaundmentys, breke hem no^t. ^if 
J?ou be in wordly worschipfD, rycches, & prosperite, and art 
sterryd in lustys of fleschly coueytise of muk, or in worschyppe 
4 of Jje world, to breke ony comaundmeDt of god ; obeye pe to pi 
god, & kepe his byddyng and seye to J)i flesch, to pe world, and 
to pe feend, as crist seyde, JoB. vijo.\ I am nojt comyn in-to 
J>is world, to fulfyUe myn owyn wilt in lustys, worschifD, & 
8 coneytise, but for to werkyn his wyll Jjat | sente me hedyr. [B*©!. 86 a.] 
'Descendi, non vt facerem voluntatem meam, sed voluntatem 
eius qui misit me/ ^if pan be in sykenesse, aduersite, tribula- 
cyouw, slauTidre, losse, harm), or in ony oper dyssese, grucche 

12 nojt in ))in herte a^ens J)i goddys wylle, but obeye J)i wyll to }ji 
goddys wylt, and sey to god in }?i dyssese as crist seyde to his 
fadyr in his passyoun, Mat. xxyjo ', * Pater, non mea voluntas 
fiat. Bed sicut tu vis.' ffadyr of heuen), be it nojt as I wyll, but 

1 6 be it as pou. wylt. Obeye )?i wyll, & conforme ))i wyll, to plese 
)>i god, & to suffers rathere deth |7an for to brekyn his comaund- 
mentys, to wretthin hym in ony dedly synne. Seynt bemarde 
seyth, cryist loste his lyif for obedyens to his fadyr. for 

20 obedyens he bowyd his heued on pe cros lowly doun to his 
fadyr Joh. xix.*; vnobedyens drof Adam out of Paradyis. 
Gen) iij.* So, jif J)ou be vnobedyent to god, & breke his byd- 
dynges, )>in vnobedyens schal schette pe out of heuen). jif pou 

^4 obeye to goddys comau9idment^«, & breke hem nojt, ]>in obedyens 
[schal be }jin] heuene-keye, |)at schal opyne to pe heuen)-gatys. 
ffigure here-of Mat. xyj.* * Simon, iihi dabo claues regni celo- 
TvmJ Simon interpreiaiur obediens. pon obedient to me, f>i 

28 god, I schal jyuen to pe pe keyes of heuen). jyf pou wylt 
entryn* heuen), take J)ise keyis of obedyens to god. dygge 
doun in pia ferst fote. 

TjQ In pe ij. fote of depthe of Jjis ground obedyens '', obeye pe to Obedience to 

3^ holy 'cherche, to pe prelatys, to pe sacramentys, to pe lawys, 

* John vi. 38. " Matt. xxvi. 39. * John xix. 30. 

* Gen. iii. 23. • Matt. xvi. 19. • MS. entryn entryn. 

^ MS. in margin : ' Obedi^ncta prelatt> sacramentis ecclmtf & domini 
ordinationi.* " MS. grounde. 
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& to ]>e ordenaunce of holy chercli, and to ]>e teching, & to 
correccyoun, to \>e heryng of J>i seruyse & of goddys woord. 
^if ]>ou do )>a8, pon schalt haue reste & pes in soule in erthe & 
in heaeiD. ' Obediens dat pacem.' prouer. xiij.^ & MalacB. 4 
xiiij.* * Qui tenet prdceptum, id est, ecclene, in pace v^rsabittcr/ 
Obeye )7e to ]7e pmclatys and curatys of holy cherche. Poule 
seyth, Epii. v<».', Chyldryn, obeyith to ^oure prdlatys & to 
^oure curatys, and submytte 50W to hem ; )?ei wakyn & prayen 8 
for 30W, as for to jeldyn acountys for ^oure soules afore pe 
doom) of crist. Seynt gregorie seyth, jif we be obedyent to our« 
prdlatys & curatys, god schal obeye hym to oure prayerys. 
Seynt Austyn seyth, So prayers schal sonere ben herd of god '« 
to hym ])at is obedyent ])an .x. thowsand^ prayerys of hym pat 
is vnobedyent. J^er-fore, in ]?is s^cunde fote of grounde of ^ 
obedyens deluyth doun with ^oure mattok of pees tyl ^e come 

Obedience to to Jjc iij. fote of depthe, & )>at is, obeye )>e to pi sou^reyns *, nojt 16 
to synne & to don euylt; for seynt gregorie seyth, pou owyst 
no^t to don euylt for ony obedyens of fader or moder, of lord 
ne of mayster. Seynt Austyn seyth, In alt goodnesse be 
obedyent to )?i souereyn, but no^t in wyckydnes. In alle 20 

[Fol. 86 b.] thynges leffult Jjat am no synne | obeye pe to ))i souereyn, 
)?ow5 pou be nojt bouwdyn perto, & pat obedyens is habundaunt 
and perfyjt. Petir seyth, je seruauntys and subiectys, beeth 
Bubiectys to '^cure lordys and maystrys, nojt only to gode & 24 
sobre sou^reynes but also to mysgouemyd, so it be in no synne 
ne in wyckydnesse. j. pe. ij.' Seynt bemard seyth pat god 
ponysschyth no-thyng but propyr wylt, pat is, whan on is vn- 
obedyent, & dooth hys owyn propir wytt. Jj^ore, leve )?in a8 
owyn propyr wyll', & be obedyent to god, to holy cherche, to 
prelatys, to sou^reynes, & non helle schal be to )?e, seyth seynt 

* Prov. xiii. 13. Vulgate : * Qui timet preceptum,* &c. 

« Malachi ii. 6. » Heb. xiii. 17 (?). 

* MS. in margin : * 3. obediencta 8up«rioribu*.' 

* I Pet. ii. 18. 

* MS. in margin : ' diinitte ^) proprium arbitrium & infemtu now 
erit/ 
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bernard. Cryist eete in )?e hous of Symond, luB. vij.\ \>ai is, 
in )?e conscyens & in ^pe soule of him }pai is obedyent god 
restyth, & is gostly fed. Jjerfore, wytA Jje mattok of ))e howe 
4 of pees deluyth out Jje grauel of mysgouernauwce, & in )?e 
ground of obedyens deluyth doun depe, Jjat joure pytt of lustys 
may be a depe welle to springe watyr of grace ! • 

[The Holy Virgin holding the Office of a Nun who Eloped 
8 from her Convent.^ 

Jf Exaumple^. A nunne Jjat hyjte Beatrix, sexteyn of hew A nun called 

hows, fayr in body, fayrere in soule, meke, mylde, benigne, and sexton to her 

convent, 
obedyent to god, to holy cherche ^ to here abbesse, & lowly to 

13 all e here sustren, deuoute in prayerys & in here seruyse, And 

sche louyd specyally oure lady ; often & longe sche was * wowed 

of a clerk, to ben his loue. At ]>e laste, after cumplyn, sche, so 

sore temptyd, acordyd to gon awey wyih Jje clerk, but ferst, eloped with a 

- _ 1111 1 i,iii' clerk after 

1 6 a-forn an ymage of oure lady knelyng sche seyde : lady, pis having delivered 

up her keys to 
temptacyouTi may I no lengere wythstondyn. haue here J)e the Holy virinn. 

keyis of myn offyce, jif J?ou wylt ; I go my wey.' Sche leyde 

here keyjes be ]>e ymage, & 'wente here wey wyih pe clerk. 

2o Longe after, he was wery of here, & putte here awey fro hym. After a time, the 
-,_ 111 ^..iiiti clerk forsook 

Sche wepte sore, sche kowde no crafte to lyve perby, sche durste her. 

no^t gon a^en to here *cloystre for schame, but sche was comoun 

to alle bat wolde haue here, xv. acre durynge. After bo xv. Fifteen years 
. ' :> ^ o r had elapsed, 

34 aere, in a beggerys wede sche wente hom to be gatys of here when she again 

came to the 
hows, wyih a fuJ sorwe in herte for here synne^ purposyng to be gates of the 

schreue, and to levyn here synne, & to obeye to ]>e correccyouw jSK"^ ^^^^ 

of here abbesse for here defaute, & seyde to J?e portere, * knowyst 

28 J?ou owjt swyche a mmne p&i hy^te Beatrix, pat was sexteyn of 

bis hows XV. sere gon and more 1 ' be portere seyde, ' I knowe She was told 
; iniii 1.., .1 «. thatBeatrixwaa 

here wel for a blyssed womman, sche is jit here in here o^se, still there, 

most meke, mylde, & obedyente, of alle here susterys.' pis 

32 Beatrix seyde it was nojt so, for sche was out of )?is hows xv. 

* Luke vii. 36. 

^ MS. in margin : * exemplum aiue narrocto. Miraculum beate marie.' 

' MS. chercher. * MS. wonte dotted. * MS. wey crossed. 
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^ere a-fome. ])e porters seyde, ' nay, for Bche is here ^itt ; sche 
and had never wente neuere oute Bytt sche was professyd.' Beatrix, knowyng 
So ihe turned J>at it was iiojt 80, turnyng fro her« hows, purposyd for to go 
OorlAdymet on beggyng, wepyng & sorwynge *. oure lady mette wyih here, 4 
[rol. 87 a.] & seyde : ^ Beatrix, in thy | lyknesse and in ^p\ dothyng I haue 
tb^^ehad ^^n \>m offyse, syth )?ou kest to me \>\ keyis of J?in oifyse, 
&*tho*timei!* be-cause ))ou were meke, mylde, & obedyent. }>erfore, go now 
raaome now.^ J'ou, & do fiirth \>\xl office as I haue don for )>e ; for no man 8 
knowyth ^p\ synne here but ))i-self, for alle J>i susterjoi wendyn 
of me, )>at it hadde ben })ou.* Oure lady brou3te here to here 
celle, and toke here a^en here key^es, & vanyst awey fro here. 
Beatryx, wytA-oute schamyng of here susterys, was schreuyn 13 
priuely, & dede penaunce, and kepyd mekenes, myldenesse, & 
benygnyte, & obedyens, in-to here ende. 

Lo, how Jje mattok in Jje howe of here mekenes, myldenesse, 
& benygnite, dalfe out of here in-to ]?e ground of obedyence ali 16 
^pe grauel of here mysgouemaunce, and brou^t here to worschipjD 
fro Ecbame, to vertuys fro synne, fro sorwe to ioyje. Ry3t so, 
3e \>ai are full of grauel of mysgouernaunce in thou3t, in woord, 
& in dede, take ))is mattok wytA bothe his endys, wytA his 20 
handyl, }pai is, mekenes in herte, and wytA myldnesse in tunge, 
& wytA benygnyte in dede ; here-wyth delue doun depe in J)e 
Be obedient to grouwde of obedyence to god, to holy cherch, and to J?i souereyns, 
Church, and to j>at ^pi schelde pytt of lustys mowe be a depe welle wytA watyr 24 
of grace, whiche grace mowe flowe ^p\ soule hye vp to )?e hylt 
of heuen). To whiche brynge vs he, Qui vimt, &3. 



Capi^tiZt^m xliiij'". 
De equitate & de dono sciencie. a8 

HEre-be-fom I telde 30U, whan ))e wose of wretthe is out of ^ 
3oure pytt of lustys, ]7anne 33 n^uste wytA ]?e mattok of 
pes dyggen vp out of 30wre pytt ]>e grauel be-nethyn of mys- 
gouernaunce ; and J?anne I bad 30W dygge doun deppere in ]7e 32 
^ MS. sorwepyng wepynge crossed. 
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thredde fote depthe in be grond of obed} ens ; and now I schal Through obedi- 

. ence you will 

telle 50W how je Bchul deluyn doun depper« in )?e ground of attain to equity, 

equyte tyl ymve welle be depe ynow to springe )?e watyr of 

4 grace. 

Equyte is an euynhede. bis vcrtu euynhed acordyth to which reconciles 
^ '' " * ^ \ reason to will, 

resoun yryih wytt. })is grouTid of equyte is ij. panellys^ If In 

}>e to panel equyte acordyth resoun w^tA wylt, and ]?e 6}per 

8 paiiel eqmte acordyth wyll wyih resoun. Eyther of }?ise ij. 

panys is iiij. fote brode. 

In be first pane, equyte in resoun, in be firste fote brede, Equity will 
•• r ^ ^ *i J teach a reason- 

inquyreth be sothe of trewe men : how, & fro whens, a thyng »bie man how 
^ J r » » > J ° to behave in hfe, 

I a comyth er he wyll beleue it. In ^pe s^cttnde fote brede, equyte 
in resoun gouernyth a man in demyng, J?at he afferme iiojt 
a thyng tyl he be syker of J)e sothe. In ]>e iij., equyte in 
resoun makyth a man to thynkyn \>ai is profyjtable, for it 

16 fastenyth in herte iij. partys : On is, to thynke on J)ing J>at is 
dary. An-of)cr is, to vnderstonde ]3e thyng ]>at is semende. )?e 
iij. thyng is, to pui-veye J)e thyng )>at befallyth. In }?e iiij. fote 
brede, equyte makyth a man in resoun to takyn hede, whanne he 

20 schall spekyn, or be stylle, \ai he spylle no woordys inveyn. 

In J?e ^ecfundit | panel of J)is ground in equyte, In }?e first [I'ol. 87 b.] 
fote brede, eqtfcite in wylt makyth wyll to acorde wytA resoun JT^^® {f ^"^^ 
in loue, ]>ai is, to loue no-thynge but J)at profyjteth his *J® jP*^*** **' ^^^ 

24 soule. And in Jje S6cw?ide fote brede, equyte in wytt acordyth 
to resoun, for }>anne he diedyth no-thyng but f>at is ajens his 
soule. In J5e iij. fote brede, equyte in wyll acordyth to resoun, 
for he enioyeth nojt ellys but of ]>ai f)at makyth hym perfyjt. 

28 Eqt^ite in wytt, in }?e iiij. fote brede, acordyth to resoun, for he 

hath no sorwe but of \ai )?at is a^ens godAys wytt. 

})is equyte in resoun and in wyll, in eyther panell, is vij. Equity affords 

seven kuicis or 
fote thicke ^, Jjot is to seye, equite schewyth vij. degrees, })at is, mental power : 

3a vij. manere of ^ clere syjt. In be ferst fote thycke of equyte, se i. To examine 

one's oonsciencet 
)?i-self in J?i conscyens wytA-ynne *, & ransake on yche syde 

^ MS. in margin : 'nofaduo, i, a. Equitas.' 
^ MS. in margin : * equitas 7**™ demonstrat.' 

' Added in MS. above the line. * MS. in margin : * i. vide (?) intra te.' 
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whiche is good, & whiche is euyl, & ordeyne )>in entent afW 
)>e reward of resoun, so Ipai \>\ resoun & wyll be ryjt on a-corde. 
a. to o^^rol fl In ))e stfCKnde fote of Jjis grounde equite, Se \>i body vnder 
))e ', \>ai it be euenly gouernyd in penaunce fro lostys, in 4 
mesure, in J>at hym befallyth, in mesure of clothyng, of etyng, 
of drynkyng ; for )>e body askyth outrage in wytt ajens resoun 
and teiiMB, in niesure of equyte. Se also )>at ^p\ v. wyttes be gouernyd be 
equyte in resoun & wylt acordyng, J>at }?ei tume fro vyces & g 
vanytees, as J?e eye to se, ))e ere to here, }>e nose to smelle, })e 
mowth to speke, ]?e handys & alt ]?€ body to fele. ))ise am })e 
wyndowys of J?e body, & ]>e gatys of })e soule, thruj J?e whiche 
^ *3a*^f*^^th ^®*^ entry th in- to ^pi soule. In |)e iij. fote thycke of equyte, se la 
clerly a-fore }>e ", \>ai wordly rychesse dysseyuyth }>e, & stroyeth 
^p\ soule, but equyte in resoun & wylt be kepte acordynge. In 
^j*g***«®»«»- Jje iiij. fote thycke of equyte, se clerly on ^p\ ryjt syde' gode 
people lyuerys, & take exaumple of hem, & do wel, |>at )?i dedys be i6 

and s. to com- reulyd be resoun as equyte wylt. In |>e v. fote of equyte, se 
ainnew, clerly on J?i left syde * mysdoerys, J)at kun nojt hyde here foly, 

for ))ei am on J>e lyfte syde of crist. haue compassioun of here 
euylt condycyoun, and besyly fle here synne, in equyte of resoun ao 
tempStioMS* ^ ^^ wytt. In ^p% vj. fote thykke of equyte, se clerly be-hynde 
the Devil, j,q6 ^j^g j^gpg ^^ jj^ feend, f>at standyth be-hynde }>e, & 

wayteth wytA wyles to wynne J?e. Jjerfore, vse equyte in resoun 
fh^ ^* ht^f^God *°^ "^y^^y * drede hym no^t. H In ))e vij. fote thycke of equyte, 34 
se clerly aboue Jje ®. haue god be-fore J)in eyje, J?at J>e entent 
of J)in herte be clene in alle \>\ dedys. for wytA-oute ryjt entent 
almes-dede may be synne, & vertuys may be vyces ; for jif 
equyte fayle in entent, J>e vertu turnyth to synne, for wytA- 28 
outyn equyte in entente is no vertu but vyce. Entent ry^t 
w^t^ equyte is to do gode werkys only for good love, wyih 
ofEouit^^^*^ ^^ mattok of pes dygge doun in Jje ground of obedyens and in 
springs a well jjjg yij, fQ^^ depthe of equyte, and je schul fynde in 30ure welle 3a 
[Pol. 88 a.] a watyr-spryng of grace, whiche watyr of grace Bchal springen | 

^ MS. in margin : * 2. subter te.' * MS. in margin : * 3. an^e te.' 

' MS. in margin : ' 4. a dextris.* * MS. in margin : ' 5. a Binistris.' 

^ MS. in margin : * 6. po*^ te.* • MS. in margin : * 7. Supra te.' 
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oute vij. Btremys, bat is, vij. vertuys asens be vij. dedly synnes. whose streama 

, ., A .1 ... aJ^tlie seven 

On IS lownesse a3en8 pnde, Kno^per is love a3ens envye, ]5e uj. virtues opposed 

is debonerte a^ens wratthe, ]>e iiij. is strengthe ajens slowthe, sins. 

4 )>e V. is cliastyte a^ens leccheryej ]>e yj. is sobyrnesse ajens 
glotonye, ]?e vij. is largenesfie a^ens coueytyse '. }?ise arn ^pQ 
vij. stremys ]>ai J)e watyr of grace in )?e grouwl of obedyence 
& of equyte springetb vp in \>\ welle to dystrye J?e vij. dedly 

% synnes. 

IB But bis grace in be ground of equyte, bat spryngeth vp bise This well is 

^' , ^ . Knowledge, 

Vij. stremys of vertuys, is J?e 3yfte of knowynge, of kunnynge ^. which is the 

}jis is \>e iij. 3yfte of f>e holy gost. jyf ]?ou, in equyte, haue ]>h *^o ^^^^ Ghost. 

1 2 jyfte of knowynge, )>awne seest ]?i-self wel wrecchyd & syn- 
fuft, )?anne moornyBt Jjou, & wepyst sore, }?at watyr of terys 
flowyn out of f)i welle, Jeanne art ]?ou blyssed w^A grace, as 
crist seyth, blyssed be Jjei }mt wepe, for }?ei echal be counfortyd ^. 

i6 J?is 3yfte of grace, }pai is, knowyng ]?e-self, makyth )>e to wepyn 
in yj. maners *. On is, for \>o\x hast wratthyd ^p\ god. An-ojjer 
is dreed of peynes of helle. \>q iij. is for angrys f)at f>ou seest 
gode lyuerys suffers wrongefuUy. J)e iiij* is for synnes )>at 

2o folys hauntyn. }pe v. is for \>q wrecchyd lyif f>at we felyn here, 
and for )>is lyif \>e lyif corny ng is taryed longe. \>q vj. wepyng 
comyth of deuocyoun of )?e mynde of cristes passioun, & of gret 
plente of blysse, J>at crist hath grauntyd to his, and of }?e felyng 

24 of f)e grace of }?e holy gost. }?ise vj. maners wepyng of terys 
spryngeth in \>\ welle }?e 3yfte of knowyng *, ^if }?ou, thruj grace, 
kanst knowe ))i-self. wratthe blyndeth \>\ gostly eyje, }?at }?ou 
no3t knowyst }?e-Belf^ ne }?e wyl of god, for rankour & malyce. 

28 Ps/ ' Turbatifc* est a furore oculus mens.* But J>is jyfte of 
knowyng in J>e ground of obedyens & of equite springetb to ^pe 
grace of knowyng to knowe f)e-self, & to werkyn goddys wylt 
God cursed adam for his vnobedyens, and for he kepte nojt J)e 

32 ground of equyte. Gen), iij.'' * Maledicta terra in opere tuo.' 

^ MS. in margin : * Bemedia contr& 7tem p^ca^a morfalia.' 

' MS. in margin : * donuwi sctencie.* ' Matt. v. 5. 

* MS. in margin : *no^a 6. i, 2, 3/ &c. 

' MS. in margin : * de dono sciencie.' * Ps. vi. 8. '' Gen. iii. 17. 
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But god blyssed Symund, \d ett^ obedieus in eqwitaie, fibr he 
was obedyent in equite ^ ' Beatu« es symon bariona.' Mat. xyj.' 
Syn he is blyssed iu grace, ^pai is, in })e ground of obedyens in 
equyte, and Jns grace is a knowyng of ]>e-8elf^ IfeX is, })e iij. ^yfte 4 
of']>e holygost; ynderstondyth )>anne weel what )nB knowyng 
The leMoiis that is ! it techyth ]>e to lyven ryjtfully a-monge euyll lyuerys, & to 
of^^ivei tecbe ryjtly, & to defende ^pi feyth wytA resouns fro inpugnyng 
of heretykes ; It techyth how ]>ou schalt absteyne fro synne & 8 
wyckydnesse, and how ^ou schalt medefully mynystryn, ex- 
pendyn, dysposyn, }ji temp«ralt godys ; It techyth ))e be resoun 
to redresse J?i werkys lyckly to be conformyd to Jn feyth ; It 
[Pol, 88 b.] techyth ]>e J>at wyckydnesse may | no^t ben hyd to ))e vnder la 
colours of goodnesse. be J^is ^yfte of kunnyng ]?ou knowyst 
jM-self what Jjou art, wher-of ]>ou art, what \>o\jl schalt be. It 
techytz }>i conscyens what ^po^x schalt do, & what ]xm schalt 
bydden o\>ere do in resoun and equyte. ]ns 3yfte of kunnyng i6 
techyth J?e nojt of ]?e sterrys, ne of o))er sotyltes of )>e vij. 
scyencys ; but it techyth ]7e to kun knowe )7e-8elf, whanne ]70u 
art BynfuU, & whanne ]>ou art ry^tfult, and how }Hm schalt 
goucrne ]>e to sane J)i Boule. ao 

[The Means of Coming to Heaven is to Know Ourselves.^ 

Afieud^thAtin Alysander '' in crooict* \ibro viij.®, he seyth, A feend was in dH 
a certain city '' o 7 j i ^^ 

^"^ Koirto?^ a cyte whom myche folk worscliepyd for here god. and o man 
the Eno wfedge* compellyd hyin to tellyn hym how he myjt best come to heuen). 24 
ductS^to ''''''" ]^ ^^^^^ seyde: * to knowe )>i-8elf. To knowe sterrys, & ofer 
c^ribie ac- Bcyens, ]?at kunnyng comyth of stodye ; but to knowe )>e-self 
8y*8ch(»?ing*^ comyth of no skole, ne of no clergye, ne of no letterure. ffor 

* doctourys of lawe & of dyuynyte, & maystrys of o]>cre scyence, 28 
sumtyme summe of hem knowe no3t hem-self, ne wylt nojt 
knowyn hem-self, to gouerue hem fro synne to ryjtwysnesse ; 
but summe lay-men kun bettyr knowyn hem-self in gouem- 
aunce fro synne J)an summe grete clerkys. J)erfore, })is jyfte 3a 
of knowynge comyth of J)e holy gost, & nojt of skole. flfbr 

^ MS and )>t« grace crossed. ^ Matt. xvi. 1 7. 

* MS. in margin : * narracto.* 
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J)e holy gost ^euyth no^t Jjis 3yfte of kunnynge for hew furryd for it was 
tabhardys, hodys, chymerys, & pylyouws, but Jje holy gost ^euy th Hoiv Ghost to 
]jis kuwnyng & knowyng to leryd & lewyd ]>at am in f>e gronnde laymen who 
4 of obedyence in ful equyte. to hem springeth ]>e holy gost J>is dience and 
watyr of grace to knowe hem-self, & to gouerne hem-self in 
goodnesse/ 

(figure here-of lu^. vltmo ^ Cryst ledde his apostlys out Interpretation 

JT ^ of Christ's As- 

8 of Bethanye, and blyssed hem, & ]?awne he stey to ' heuen). ^?^° ^^^ 
Bethania interpretatvr domt^ obediencie, J?at is, to bethanye 
wyth equyte. whan crist hath brou^t f>e fro wretthe to obedi- 
ence, \ai is, to Bethanye & equyte, f>anne he blysseth f>e wyih 

I a his hand, \>ai is, wytA his jyfte of kuwnyng for to knowe f>e-self 
to goueme f>e in vertuys, to stye vp fro Bethanye to heuefi), }jat 
is, in obedyens & equyte to styen vp to endles blys. j. pe. j. ' 
'Sp^ate in earn, que vobis offertur, graciam, ex ipeuelactone 

1 6 ihe^u ch/risiif id est, j&lij obediencie.' kepe pe \n grace, pat 
is sohewyd to 50W be pe reuelacyouw of ihe«u crist, in ]>e 
ktmnyng of f>e holy gost, . as chyWrin of obedyens in equyte 
to styen vp to heuen) in ^oure ende. 

3o [Ov>r Lad]^ heals the smit off Hand of John of BamascusJl 

M Exaumple ^ Prudenoii^ ex gestis lohannis Damasceni, he 

seyth. An holy man, clepyd Johuw of Damasl^, he was full of J^nof 
pes in herte, tunge, and dede, he was obedyent, and kepte equyte 

24 in alle his dedys. wher-fo>re f>e ^yfte of grace, ]>at is, f>e jyfte 
of knowyng, sprang in hym, for he kowde knowyn hym-self, 
& kowde gouerne hym-self in thou3t, in woord, in dede, in pes, 
in obedyens, in grace, as it schewyth be his lyif. he was a qiuuk 

a 8 and priour of his hows, & a clene mayden, & wytA deuocyoun a pnw and 
gretly louyd & worschepyd oure lady, & thrugh ]>e jyfte of 
kuwnyng he | was a gret clerk in letture, in grew, and in latyn, [Fol. 89 a.] 
in scyens of clergye. And pacyng oipere he was gracyows in 

32 wrytynge, in endyjtynge, & in syngynge. he was takyn wyt^ was captured 

* Luke xxiv. 50. ^ |^g. Jig^ crossed. 

' I Pet. i. 13. Vulgate reads : * in revelationem.' 

* MS. in margin : * narrocio.* 
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bj SarAcent, sarasynes. aud in J^o marchys )>er« he was prisoners was a gret 

lordys sone, whiche sone was put to J^is Johun to ler^. Johun 

enformyd hym in wrytyiig, & in endy^tyng, in letture, & ojw 

kunnyng of clergye, Jwit his voys, his wrytjmge, his endy3tyng, 4 

to ony mannys syjt was lyc^ )?e voys, lyche J)e hand, lyche })e 

and obuined a eiidytyng, of Johun his mayster. Theodosius )?e emperowr toke 

fion at court, to him f)is Johun, and louyd hym hugely. )?e lordys sone hadde 

envye \>er-wyihy f)at his mayster was so louyd of J* emperour, 8 

& wyste wel )?at his owen) hand & his owyn endy^tyng was 

A pupil of hit lyche be hand & be endyityng of Johun his mayster. and he 
wrote a compro- , , , i i i t i • 

miaing letter desyred to haue be souereynte aboue alone, he purposed his 
in John's hand, j ^ t: t: 

maystrys deth, and wrote & endy^ted a lettre of tresoun to ]>e i a 

emperour, )?at men schulde wene his mayster Johun hadde 

wretyn it. )?e lettere wyttnessyd ]?at Johun hadde conceyvid 

]?e emperoum deth. ]>e lordys sone, whanne he had made J^is 

cursed lettere, he bar« it to )>e emperourw paleys, dosyd & i6 

and dropped it enselyd, and lete it fallyn in swyche a place bere he wyste wel 

in a place where 

the emperour Jje emperour schulde sone fynde it. his skyl was, he wyst wel, 

whanne it were fouTide & red, it schulde bewytt Johun his 

mayster, and fjanne schulde Johun his mayster be deed for f)e ao 

lettere of tresoun, and ]7anne schulde he ben hey^ bothe in 

worschipp) & in loue of J?e emperour, as Johun his mayster was 

be-forn. \>e lettere was foundyn, & red a-forn }pe emperour. 

John was con- alje men seydin \>ai it was Johnnys hand. Johun was a-freyned, 24 

conspiracy. & dyspysed of \>e emperonr as a tretour. f)e emperour seyde to 

hym, *f>is is ]?i lettere wretyn wytA })in owyn hand. ]?ou 

mayst no^t seye nay.' Johun seyde, 'Syre emperour, fjis is 

lych myn hand & lyche myn endy3tynge ; but I take god to 38 

wytnesse, I wrote it neuere.' Alle men seydin ]?at he leyj, 

& \>at he was gylty to )?e deth. j^e emperour seyde, ' I haue 

His right hand louyd hym wel : deed schal he noit be, but his ryit hand, bat 
was cut off. and " " ^ . 

fixed to the wall wrote bis lettere, schal be smet of. & so it was smet of, and, m 32 
m his old con- •• ' ^ t7 7 u 

vent. dy8py3t of hym, born to his lious jjere he was priour, and hangyd 

retm^ed there ^ ^^ f*® mynstre a-forn an ymage of oure lady. Johun kom) 
home to h\^ hous a-forn \>ai ymage of oure lady, & vnwryed his 
wounde, & schewyd out his arme to J?e Image, & seyde, * Lo, 36 



CH.XLIV.] John's Bekabilitation, 279 

lady, is f^is Jje mede for my good dede \ai I haue don to f)i he complained 
worschip) ] is f>is Jje reward, )?e blysse, & f)e worschipp) to J?i 
seruauntys ? lady, why hast J?ou f>us sufFeryd me gyltles to be 

4 schamyd & mayned ? why hast f>ou sufferyd J^is hand to be 
smet of, ]?at hath wretyn to f>i worschifD manye swete songys 
and prayers of ]?e / And often sacryd in sacrament of Jje awterc 
(S )?e holy body of \>i sone % ' Johun wente thens to bedde. & to The next night, 

8 hym kom o\xre \ lady, & seyde, ' what doost }?<>u, my chyld, [Fol. 89 b.] 

trewe, meke, & obedyent in equyte to my sone & to me ? ' appeared to Mm 

in a dream, 
Johun seyde, * what askyst f>ou me, lady ? rathere I aske }je 

why }?ou hast sufferyd me gylteles to suffers J?is dyspyjt. where 

I a wer« f>ou, lady, whan I hadde f>is schaipe ? lo, lady, for my 

most dyspyjt myn hand smet of hangyth ^under a-forn f>in 

ymage/ Oure lady seyde, * My chyld, be glad ! for J^is sorwe 

& schame sclial turne J^e to heyj worschifD and ioye/ Oure 

1 6 lady, in his sy3te, fecchyd his hand, & sett it a^en on his arme, 

JF & blyssed it, & wente here wey. On ]?e morwe, wytA all^ his 

bretheryn he thankyd god & oure lady, & schewyd his arme and healed his 

arm. 
& hand hool to alt f>e peple. J?e emperour herde of \ai myracle, The emperor 

2o.and com) to hym, & cryed hjrm mercy, and kyssed his hand, pardon, 
& askyd him jif he knewe ony swyche wrytere f>at wrote so 
lyc^ hym. Johun telde hym who it was }?at wrote so lyche 
hym. panne ]?e emperour putte J^at lordys sone to a schamefuli and his pupil 

34 deth. 

(g ^ Lo, takyth hede how falsnes and malyce broujte \>q lordys 
sone to a schamefuli ende ; And obedyens, mekenesse, equyte, 
& truthe, browjte Johun to hey3 worschip) and grace. f>erfore, 

28 castyth out of 30ure wose of synne grauel of mygouernaunce, 
and wytA J?e mattok of pes dyggeth doun depe in the ground 
of obedyens & of equyte I and banne schal in 3owre welle springe By obedience 

and equity you 

watyr of grace, ^pdi is, be iij. ayfte of be holy gost, bat is, wUi attain to 
" ° ' 'i«/^v J ^oj thegiftofknow- 

32 I^e 3yfte of knowyng, 'pat 30 mo we knowyn 3ow-self to forsake ing yourselves. 

30ure synne, to goueme 30W in vertewys, to encresyn in grace, 

and to come to endles ioye. 

To }7is ioye brynge vs he, &^. 
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CaptVw/Mm xlv»». 
De obstinacia cordis, oris, & operis. 

Underneath the ^Jyf ]5e wose of slauthe is cast out of ^otire pytt, caatyth ^ 
out J>e grauel be-nethe J>e wose of slouthe. )?at grauel 4 
is obstynacye, \a\, is, hardnesse. lohann^ de aqtiaria villa ', 
he seyth, A weye ful of graueH or of sande lettyth euyll a man 
for to renne fwre-in ; Ry^t so, he seyth, jif J?ou be futt of J)e 
erde and grauelt-stonys of obstynacye • in herte, tunge, & dede, 8 
J>at is, fult of heuynesse, & fult of slugnesse, it lettyth euyl 
]7i sonle of his cours to heuen) ward. lohann^ de abbatis villa ^ 
dicit. ' Arena amara ^gt ; sic obstinacia in corde, ore, & opere/ 
Gravel & sande is by tier; so is obstynacye bytter in \\ con- la 
Bcyence. 

J?is grauel is iij. fote depe, \a\> is for to seyne, It is in thre 
partys *, in herte, tunge, & dede. In herte •, as whan }>in herte 
is harde as a stone, & hath no deuocyoun to god, ne loue, ne 16 
dreed, ne swetnesse, to lieuen) ward, ne ruthe, ne pyte, to }>in 
owyn soule ne to f)in eveiD-crysten), quyke ne dede, ne swetnesse 
in heryng dyuyne seruyse, ne in heryng goddys woord, no more 
J?an a beeste, but euyl apay|ed ^ wery in J?in herte Jjer-of. }>is ao 
is an hevy grauel & hard wyt^ stonys of obstynacye. J>is 
grauel is in louerys of wordly muk. her« hertys ben hardere 
Jjan stonys of grauel, for in J?e passioun of crist harde stonys 
brostyn o-sunder, but her« hertys arn so harde in loue of J>e 24 
world, and in slauthe to god ward, in loue of )?e flesch, in lust 
of synne; ney]?cr for loue of god, ne for drede, ne for ruthe 
& pyte of his deth, Jjat it mowe no^t brestyn ne supplyn to 
goodnes. Jjcrfore, ^e \ai felyn f>is grauell in jour^ pytt, casteth a8 
it out of 5our« hertys, and praye to god ]?at he seye to 30W Jjise 
woordys, Eze. xxviij®. *, I schal take fro 50U ^our^ harde hertys 



Obttinacy 



preyents your 
hearts from 
devotion. 



[Fol. 90 a.] 



* Cf. p. 168, note 3. 
' Cf. p. 5, note I. 

• MS. in margin : * I. incorde.' 



' MS. in margin : ' obstinacia.* 
* MS. in margin : * nofa s**.' 
• Ezek. xi. 19 and xxxvi. 26. 
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in slugnesse & wyckydnes, and I schal ^euyn 30U a fleschyn) 
herte softe & swete in deuocyouw. * Auferam a vobis cor lapi- 
deum, & dabo vobis cor cameiiw.* 
4 ]?e ek;ci£72de fote of depthe of J?is grauel is in ^p\ tunge ^ J?at is, Obstinacy pr©- 
whan hardnesse of herte lettyth ]?i tunge, )?at it prayeth nojt praying de- 
deuoutly, ne dystynctely, ne preyseth, ne thankyth swetely, J?i 
god / Seynt gregorie seyth, J?e grete mede of J?e blysse of heuen), 

8 ^if it dely^te pe in pi soule, it wytt lyjtyn pe, & couwfortyn pe, 
pat pou schalt no3t dully n and slawthyn in Jji labour of J?i 
prayers. Ysa. v.* * Deus plantamt vineam, & eiecit lapides de 
ea/ God sett a vyne, J?at is, holy cherche, pat it schulde 

I a floryssche in god prayers, & he kest out fro }jis vyne of holy 
cherche stonys, hem pat am harde as stonys ip herte and tunge 
wyt^-outyn deuocyoun and prayerys ; for f)ey be cast out of 
pe cherche, pat schal be sauyd, as stonys & grauel, to ben 

16 vnder J?i feet in foule place, to gon J?er-vp-on, pat is, in helle 

to be dyffoulyd in foule & horryble peyne vnder pe feet of 

alle hethyn) men, for false cristene men schul be nethirest in 

helle. 

20 IF be iij. fote depthe of bis grauel is in f)i werkys ^, bat is, and hinders 

good deeds, 
whawne pan slawly, & vndeuoutly, & heuyly, wytA euyl wyll 

doost ony good dede. Jjis heuy grauel lettyth pe of f>i cours 

to heuenward, for pou may no^t in herte, tunge, ne dede, spedely 

24 don pi iume to godwardc, neyther to loue hym, ne to knowe 

hym, ne to worschipfD hym, ne to preyse him, for all pe herte, 

tuwge, and dede, arn so harde as grauell-stonys, pat it raowe 

no^t brestyn in deuocyoun to godwarde, but it arn supple ynow 

28 to pe world, to pe flescli, & to pe deuyll. A doctour, ffilius 

aj matn's *, he seyth *, whan crist kom) in-to )?is world, heueii) 

knewe hym, & worschepyd hym, for heueii) sente douw aungelys 

& a sterre, in worschipp) of his comynge / pe see & pe wynde 

^ MS. in margin : * 2. lingua.* 

^ Isa. y. 2. Vulgate : ' Et sepivit earn, et lapides elegit ex ilia, et plan- 
tavit earn,* &c. 

' MS. in margin : * 3. in operib«j.' * Cf. p. 223, note I. 

* MS. in margin : * celum cognouit dominum mare terra sol.' 
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kuewyn him, and worschepedyn hym, for in oo, woord of his 
mowth }>e see & }>e wynde wer« stylle. * ' Et isxAA est tran- 
quil litas magna/ )>e see also obeyid vn-to god, & jaf hym weye 
to gon vp-on hym wytA his feet. )?e erthe knewe god, & wor- 4 
scliepyd hym, for all erthe in his deth styrred and Bchakyd. 

[FoL 90 b.] J>e sunne knewe god | in his deth, for he wyth-drowe his ly3t. 
helle knewe god, & ^alde to hym, whan he kome, ]?e soulys 
whiche he hou^te. But man, hardest ]>an grauel-stonys in herte, 8 
tunge, & dede, f>at hath resoun & vnder-stondyng, wyll nojt 
knowe god ne dewly worschepyn him, ney}>er in herte, ne tunge, 
ne dede. icx he dredyth no wretthe, ne wreche of god, he 
louyth no gostlyhede, he desyreth no swetnesse of heuenly la 
thynges, he resceyuyth no techyng of holy cherche, he kepyth 
no comaundmentys of god. he herytb * in holy cherch of goddys 
woord how he schulde ly ve, he seeth myraclys of god, he heryth 
what god Bchal jyue to hem f>at louyn hym, he knowyth what i6 
god forfepdyth hym, he is ofte smett wy^h sykenesse, aduersyte, 
losse, slauwdre. harme, hurte, & oJ>er wreche of god, and ofte 
wamyng & techyng in repr«uyng ; and jitt he wyll no^t leve his 

Man is mow wyckydnes, ne knowe, ne worschype, his god. Her« mayst ]?ou 20 

unroasoning se bat hast hard grauel, how bou art hardere ban stonys. bou 
creatures. 

art werse ]?an of>«re creaturys ; for stonys brostyn a-sundyr in 

his passioun. Others creaturys knewyn hym, & worschepedyn 

hym, in here kynde ; but f>ou art so hard ]?at \>o\k mayst no^t ^4 

brestyn a-sunder to knowe \>i god in J)i kynde. god comyth in 

f>e sacrament of ]?e awterc on esteriD-day to his creaturys, man 

and womman, for to dwellyn in hym to sauyn here soulys ; but 

summe arn harde in pride, envye, slawthe, wretthe, coueytise, 38 

glotonye, & in wyll of leccherye, but f>ei worschepe hym nojt, 

ne knowe him no^t, for Jjei don hym vnworBchyppl in here grauel 

of euyll herte, tunge, & dede. * In propria venit, & sui eum 

non receperunt.* Jo^. prtrwo ". 3a 

ObstiSS^^must J'^^ore, takyth a spade, & deluyth out f>is grauel of obstinacye 

Sie^road^o?^*'' ^^^ I*® herte, tunge, & dede. Jjis spade is mynde. Jjis mynde 
Bemembrance.' 

^ Matt. yiii. 26. * MS. yrAre^A crossed . ' John i. 11. 
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muste haue iij. party s as a spade ^ : a scharp scho be-forn, an 
heued, and an bandylt ; )?at is to seye, f>i mynde muste be in 
thre : ferst a-forn in cristes passioun for J>e scho ; next for f>e 
4 heed, ]?i mynde muste be on J?e dredefult dome ; \>q thridde for 
J)e handyl haue mynde of J?e fyir of helle. ffigure here-of Gen), 
xyo.' Abraham kecche awey flyes fro f>e sacryfyse ; Ry3t so, 
kacche out flyes ]>ai vndeuoutyth thou3t, wyt^ iij. thynges, ]?at 
8 is, wytTi a scourge, vfyth colde frpst, & w^^ fyir of bote watyr ; 
Ey^t so, he seyth, kacche out )>e flyes, obstynate thoujtes, 
woordys, & dedys, fro ]?i saciyfyse in goddys seruyse vryih 
scoorgys of crystes passioun in J>i mynde. thynke how crist Remember 

12 made ]?e, & fedyth f>e, & sufferyd deth for f>e, and how he was 

buffetyd, wou/idyd, betyn, scorgyd, prycked to | J>e braynes, [Fol. 91 a.] 
nayled to J>e cros, stungyn to )>e herte, & swette water and 
blood, and fed wytA eysitt & galle. Tre. iij.^ *Recordare pau- 

1 6 pertatis mee & transgressionis mee absinthij & fellis, &§.' 

^ In mynde of J>ise woordys of his passioun Jjou schalt kacche 
awey flyes of euylt thou^tys out of f>in herte, and f>i8 scho of 
J?is spade, ]?at is, mynde of cristes passioun, schal deluyn in-to 

ao J)in herte sorwe for ]?i synne, deuocyoun, good wylt, holy thou3tys, 

& desyres of heuenly thynges. Ysa. xlj/ 'Visitabo super 

fructuw magnifici cordis.* God seyth, I schal vysite f>e fruy^t 

of a deuoute herte. what is ]?is fruyte? a deuoute herte The fruits of a 

pious heart are 
34 spHngeth out at f>e ey^ne J)e fruyjte of thre manere wepynges : 

On is, wepyng for thy synne. Ps.* * Exitus aquartwn deduxerunt sorrow for one's 

oculi mei;' & tre. j.* 'Plorans ploram in nocte/ id est^ in 

peccato. An-dper is. It springeth out of compassioun, and of commiseration, 

a8 ruthe of an-o]?€res synne or of an-o]?eris myscheef. Ro. xij.*^ 

*fflere cum flentibws.* J>e iij. is, it springeth out wepyng of and devotion, 
deuocyoun. Ps.® * fiPuerunt mihi lacrime mee panes die ac nocte.' 
]>e Psalmystre seyth. My terys of deuocyoun ban ben to me day 

3a & nyjt my breed to fede wyth my soule. f>ise thre manere 

* MS. .*. I, 3, 3. * Gen. xv. 11. ' Thren. iii. 19. 

* Isa. X. 13. " Ps. cxviii. 136. 

* Thren. i. 2. Vulgate reads : ' p. ploravit in n.' 

^ Rom. xii. 15. * Ps. xli. 4. 
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wepynge^ * am )?e fruyte of a devoute herte, wbiche J>e m jnde 
of cristen passioun bryngeth in-to }nn herte, & springeth out at 
]7iu ey^ne. Jns wepyng wasscheth ]?! soule, it sleih ]>e feend, it 
8}>riiigeih in-to Jji welle, it qwenchyth )?e fyir of temptacyoum, it 4 
getyth lyjtly Jwit is askyd ryjtly, ^luwndum doctores, it bryngeth 
fro wordely sorwe to heuenly ioye. Ps.* 'Qui seminant in 
lacrimis, in exaltactone metent.' Take Jns scho of 3our« spade, 
]>at is, mynde of cristes deth, and wytA ]?is scourge of bis 8 
passioun J)ou scbalt kaccbe out J)e flyes of ydett tbon^tes, ^ it 
schal bryngyn in deuocyoun and wepyng, & J)e grauel of bevy 
thou^tys Bcbal be avoyded. 

J«memberthe ffor )?e heed of J)i spade, haue mynde of Jn deth & of ]7e u 

ment, dreedfiill dome '. thynke how \%X day schal be a day of wreche, 

of tribulacyoun, of angwyssch, of myscheef, of myseyse, of sorwe, 
of drede, of dampnacyonn, of schame, & of confiisioun, and Jns 
mynde herc-of schal make J>e in dreed cold as frost, and J>is i6 
cold dreed schal chase awey J>e flyes of vndeuowte woordys fro J>i 
mowth^, seetenc^m Watertoun^, and it schal bryngyn in deuoute 
prayers, pr^ysinges, and thankynges to god, & trewe schryfte of 
Jji synnes. And Jjis fruyjte of Jn mowth schal be ful fedyng to ^o 
J)i soule. prouer. xij.* * fructu oris sui vnusquisqt*6 replebitur.* 
EcB. n? wycked & vndeuowte thoujtes am as flyes bytynge **, 
Jjat byten awey }>e swetnesse of ]?e oynement of deuocyoun. but 
J>e scourgys of cristes passioun in ]?i mynde, & J>e cold frost, 24 
fat is, ]?e mynde of }je dredeful dome, sleth Jjq flyes, or kacchyth 

[Pol. 91 b.] hem awey, & qwyketh, & bryngeth inne | a3en, deuocyoun. 
}7anne, in J)in herte and wytA ]?i mowth, J)ou schalt seye wytA 
dauyd*, * Benedicam domtnum in omni tempore, semper laus 28 
eius in ore meo/ I schal worschepe god in euery tyme, alwey 
his preysing be in my mowth. 

hSu**® ***"** °' ffor J)e handyl of Jji spade, haue mynde of ]Je bote fyre of ^ 

* MS. in margin : * fletfw x* facit.* ^ Ps. cxxv. 5. 
' MS. in margin : * dies iudicij.* 

* The quotation from Prov. which follows below, is put in here in MS. 
and crossed. ^ Of. page 168, n. 3. 

* Prov. xii. 14. Vulgate: * De fructu,* Ac. ' Sapientia xvi 9 (?). 

* MS. in margin : 'Musce quomodo fugabuntttr.' • Pb. zxxiii. 2. 
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helle. thynke, as ysaie seyth C9jpiiulo vltiwo *, ]?e fyir of hem 
J)at am, or schul be dampnyd, Bchal neuere be qweuchyd, ue ]>e 
werme \at is grucchyng in here conscyence, schal neuere deye. 
4 ^if ]jou thynke wel J>is ^, Jjis bote fyir Bchal sle or cacche awey 
fro f>e, f>e flyes of J?i soule, & vndeuoute werkys, and it schal 
brynge' in dedys of deuocyoun, dedys of penaunce, dedys of 
almes, dedys of mercy. f>awne ^e mowe* seye, we be fult 
8 of frujte of gode werkys be J>e grace of cribt ihesu to J)e 
worschype of god. **Repleti fnictu per iheawm ckristuxa in 
laudem dei.' 

J>us, wytA f>is spade, J>at is, mynde of cristes passyoun, of Jje 

13 dreedfutt dome, & of helle, pourge out J?e grauel of bevy slug- sioth 
nesse in thou3tes, woordys, & dedys* Ecc. vij.' * A negligencia 
purga te,' Make 50U clene of J>is necglygens yryih holy meende. 
lerowymus he seyth, Alwey be occupyed in sum goodnesse, ]?at is best remedied 

16 is, in good thou^t, woord, & dede, )?at J>e feend fynde )>e alwey cupation. 
occupyed, and so he schal fle fro ]?e. ^if J>ou delue ]?us v^yih 
Jji spade, J)at is, wytA ]?i good mynde, ]?is grauel of slouthe & of 
necglygens fro herte, tunge, & dede, J>anne schalt \o\x. fynde 

ao be-nethyn a clene grourwi, ))at is, ry3tfttlnesse, \at is, goodnes ; 
for ]7a7ine schalt ]?ou be ryjtfutt and good in herte, tunge, & 
dede. J?is ground of ryjtfulues I schal schewe 30W an-of>er 
day. 

24 \An Angel showing to a Hermit the Righteousness of God,^ 

(^ lacolw** de vitriaco '^, he seyth \>ai an Heremyte ^af hym to A hermit began 
ydell & vnryjtefutt thoujtys, woordys, & dedys, wlier-fore J)e 
feend brou^te in-to his herte thou^tys of blasfemye a3ens fe 

28 worschip) of god. for hym thou3te Jjat god was vnry5tfull:, for the justice of 
he sufferyd wycked lyuerys to haue prosperyte in fn's world, 
welthe, helthe, worschyp), & rycches, and suflFeryd gode lyuerys to 
be turmentyd, falsely & gyltles, wyt/i enemyes, be slaundrys & 

^ Isa. Izvi. 24. 

* MS. in margin : * mortis passio X'(Chri8ti) & tiwior ghenne.' 

' MS. bryngeth in. * MS. je schui mowe. ' Philip, i. 11. 

* Ecclesiasticus vii. 34. MS. purgate. ^ MS. in margin : *narracio.' 
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haime, be pouert & sykenes, & be o^ve dyuerse aduersytees. 
m^sed^'Siow ^" J'^® ^®^^ grauel of his evyli thou^tys, an aangyl mette wytA 
wMjus^Mid ^y™ ^^ mawnys lyknesse, & bad hym fblewyn him, and he 
towether!^^ schulde se \>at god was ry^tfult in his werkys. J>ei wente to- 4 
The first night, gydertf, and J>e firste ny^t weryn harberwyd wytA a ry^t good 
a goblet from an iQan, J)at made hem gentyl cher« for goddys loue. On J>e 
Svelt^tcjir^ hiorwe, )»e aungyl stale awey )>e gode mannys maseer whiche 
wicked one. -^^ g^^ j ^^^^ louyd best. J>e hermyte thou^te J)at was an 8 
vnkynde dede to hym ^pat made hem to fare so wel. ]7e next 
ny3t, f>ei wer« herberwyd wyth a cursed lyuere, J)at made hem 
euyl chere, & jaf hem no mete, ne drynk, ne beddyng, but 
[Fol. 92 a.] an hows wyt^ a lytel strawe. | On f>e morwe ]?e aungyl ^af ]>at ^2 
cuppe whiche he stale, to f>at cursyd man, })at made hem to fare 
so euele. )?e hermyte thou^te Ipat {)is was vnwysely don. )?e 
The third night, thrydde nyjt J)ei weryn herberwyd wytA a good man, & haddyn 
he drowned^the good chere & good fare. On f>e morwe J>e aungyU putte J>e 16 
hoet.°'*^***' sei-uaunt of ]?at good man fetandynge on a bry gge in-to ]?e 
watyr, and drenchyd hym. ]7anne )?e heremyte thoujte J>at his 
felawe was acursyd, for he slowe J>at seruaunt whiche J)at good 
n^htj^'^'' man most louyd. f>e iiij. ny^t, Jjei weryn herberwyd at an-o}>er 20 

good mannys hows, & haddyn gret wel-fare. on J)at nyjt, f>e 
wiotht? mUJi's *^"^gy^ straugelyd J>e good mawnys chyld in )?e cradyl, ]>ai cryed 
the'hermit% ^ lettyd hem of slepe. On morwe erly J)ei wentyn, er men 
h^com^wSon. resyn. )>e hermyte tlioujte f>at his felawe was a mewbre of J>e 24 
showed him ^^ deuyll for Jjo dedys f>at he seyj hym do, & thou^te to forsake 

had been done his cumpanye. J>e aungyl seyde to hym: * Euyr-more J?ou 

bv the decides 

of Providence, demyst euyll & to ]?e werste, & grucchist a3ens J>e ryjtwysnes of 

god. I am an aungyl sent to }?e fro god, to schewe })e his preuy 28 

domys, \>ai it be ryjtfutt and no3t vnry^tfult as f>ou menyst. )>e 

first good man ]?at we weryn herbarwyd wytA louyd f>at cuppe 

to fele & to myche, whiche f>at I stale, and Jjerfore I toke it fro 

hym for his beste, ]?at his loue schulde be f>e more in god. and 32 

I 3af f>at masere to f>e cursyd man, ]?at he schulde haue his 

mede in f>i8 world, & no^t in heuene, for J>e fewe gode dedys f)at 

he dede. I drenchyd J?e seruaunt of J>e o]?er good man ; for on 

)?e next ny^t he purposyd to a slayn his mayster. f>«rfore, J>at 36 
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good miwi id sauyd, & his seruaunt hath f)e lease peyne in 

helle, be-cause he slowe no^t his mayster in dede, but in wylt. 

J>e chyld of J)e oper good man I sloWj for J>at good man, a-forn 

4 J>e chyld was born, dede myche almesse, but sythen dede he non 

almesse for to gadere to-gydere to makyn his chyld a ryche 

eyre, and now I haue sauyd hym fro his gret coueytise, and 

now he schal do almeSBe a^en, & ]7e chyldes soule is in heueft). 

8 perfore, J)ou heremyte, haue mynde of cristes passyouw, and of 

•# })e dreedfutt doom, & of f>e endles fyir of helle, and )?is mynde 

schal voyde fro f>e Euche euylt demynges, & euylt thou^tySj 

woordys, and dedys.' 

12 Ry^t so, whawne ^e fele jou heuy with ]?is grauett of heuy & 

ydel thoujtys & demynges, delue it out wyt^ f>e spade of good B«metnber the 
mynde in )>e passiouw of crist, & f>e dreed-futt dome, & in }>e ^^^h **^® ^y 
peyne of helle, And J)is mynde schal make 50U to iynden a clene h|i/^JJ be 

16 grouwd of ry^twysnesse, in whiche ground ]?e watyr of grace "K^iteo^' 
schal springe in-to ^oure welle, whiche schal brynge 50U fro 
wose [of J slouthe to watyr of deuocyoun, fro heuy grauel of 
ydelnesse to fry3t of vertewys, fro sorwe & labour of J>is world 

20 to eudeles reste & ioye. 

To whiche ioye brynge vs he, &(J. 



De iusticia & probitate. [Foi.92b.] 



^ nnhe o 

2ft -*- casi 



ber day, I told 50 w bat whan be wose of slouthe were Underneath the 
m y r r *ooze of Sloth' 

25 -*- cast out of joure pytt, ^e schuldyn vfyxh a spade, J>at is, 

mynde of cristes deth, of f>e doom, & of helle-peyne, delvyn out 
f>e grauel of heuy & ydell thou3tys, woordys, & dedys, Jjat arn andthe/gmvei 
\ barayne & vnryjtfutt, tyl ^e fynde a clene grourzd of ry^twysnesse ^Simnd^ ^^* 
and of stedfastnes. Of f>is ground schal I telle 50W now. Righteousness,' 

lohanues de Aqwaria villa ^ he seyth, Jns grounde of ry3twys- 
nesse is iiij. fote depe ^ Oon fote is, to jeldyn )?at Jjou owyst four'tWngJh^ 
^ Cf. p. 168, note 3. " MS. in margin : * nota 4<"". i, 2, 3, 4.* 
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theworvhipoT to )>i god, ]xft IS, worsch^iD & serajse. Kn-oper fote is, to 
the (ove ofone'i jelde to J)i neyjbour ))at J)ou owyst hym, )>Bt is, loue & good 
oBuneorone'M counseyl. )?e iij. fete is, ^elde J?at J:ou owyst to J?y body, \>ai 

is, trauayle & good occupacyoun. Jje iiij. fote is, 3elde ]?at J>ou 4 
and toul. owyst to Jn fcoule, }:at is, fedyng of goddys woord. Whan Jjou 

felyst in Jje J?is ground, Jxit J>ou worschepyst f>i god, Jwu 
thyukest, & spekyst, & dost, non o]>er wyse to Jn ney^bour 
))an )>ou woldyfct he dede to J)e, as ]>e gospel seyth, Mat. vij/ 8 
As ^e woldyn oJ>er6 dedyn to jow, do ^e to hem. And J>ou 
chastyseet Yi body wytA peiiaunce, & labour, and good occupa- 
cyoun, and fedyst J^i ^oule wytA holy t^chyng, ]7anne hast }>oa 
founde J>e clene ground of ryjtwysnesse in alle iiij. fote depthe. *^ 
bS^ **^ th*^ }>anne schalt ]?ou fynde deppere a ground of hardynesse, )?at 

SrSneM or Dfial^yth )?e hardy to ou^rcome vyces, & to fy^ten ajen \>\ gostely 
sittajof s^ enemyes. But f)is ground of hardynesse is vij. fote depe *, J?at 
^**^ • am Jjise : Nobylnesse of herte, Trustyng, sekymes, suflferaunce, i^ 

stedfastnes, Lastendnesse, Hungyr & thrust of ry3twysnesse. % 
\>\B ground of strengthe or hardynesse, }p9X makyth a man 
strong or hardy to take a gret thyng for goddys loue, & it 
armyth {je herte Jjat non augyr may hurte it, but futt slouthe ao 
it kacchytz fro man. 

1. A noble heart, be first fote depthe ber-of is nobylnes of herte schewynge in 
which despises '^ . . 

the world, to partyes : on is, it dyspyseth & fleeth }?e world, & al f>e 

welthe f>er-of hym thynketh but wrecchydnesse. & 6)per it a 4 

doth, it makyth a man to cheEe hardynesse for goddys sake. J^is 

and aspires to vertu makyth a man to vndertakyn be weye of pcrfeccyoun, 
perfection; . t 1 a. *> 

and to chese J>e lyif f>at semyth hard here / \>q sact^nde fote 

2. seif-con- depthe of f>is ground of strengthe is trustyng. trustynge a8 

settyth a mannys herte faste in goodues, \>at no-thyng may 
lettyn hym, but he, wytA all hys my3t, fulfylleth J?at he 

3. security, begynneth / fje iij. fote depthe is sykernesse, )?at ledyth a 

mannys herte so )?at he dredyth no peryle no peyne })at men 3a 
mown ordeyne hym, but it makyth men to desyren angrys as 

4. patience. knyjtes desyren iustys or turneamentys / J?e iiij, fote is suffer- 

* Matt. vii. 12. 

^ in margin: * *j^ra nofa. ffortitudo. i, 2, 3,* &c. 
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auTice f>at helpyth a man to ouercomyn his enmyes, \>e world, 
})e flescfi, and J)e feend. fPbr Bufferauns is to a man a scheeld 
of gold, }jat koueryth hym so J>at ^ | no strook of tribulacyouw [Fol. 93 a.] 
4 schal sore hurtyn hym. f>e v. fote depthe is stedfastnesse, f>at s- steadfiwtness, 
makyth a mawnys herte styff as a towre )?at stant on a roche, 
& as a rotefast tre f>at no storme may ouyrthrowe ; so stedfast- 
nesse makyth mawnys herte, J?at no chauT^ce may remoue ne 
8 turne his wyll/ J?e vj. fote of depthe is lastyngnes, f>at makyth 6. peraeveiunce, 
. a man alwey a-lych newe in goodnes & in gostly myjt, for it 
comyth of a trewe herte, for it fayleth nojt in wele ne wo tyl 
J?e lyues ende/ )»e vij, fote depthe is hungyr & thryst of 7-, de^ro of 

12 ry^twysnesse, f>at is, in hertly desyre of god. for a man schulde 
desyr« to ^eldyn to god & to man ry3t, and jif he he myjtles 
suwityme, f)at he may no^t do but puttyn his my3t in goddys 
wyll; ]?awne wylle god fulfyllen ]5at fayleth in hym. flPor god 

i6 seyde nojt, hlyssed be J?ei )?at arn ry^tfutt, but )?ei ]?at desyren 
to do ry^tfulnesse. 

(^ Delue doun in J?is ground alle f>ise vij. fote depthe in }?is In the * ground 
grouTid of gostly my3t ; J>awne schal J^i welle be depe ynowe, & springs a we|]» 

ao watyr of grace schal sprynge )?er-in, }?at is, J?e iiij. ^yfte of ]5e ^-^^^f t^^oj 
.holy gost, f>e ^yfte of strengthe, whiche ^yfte schal make ^pe C^host. 
strong & myjty to dure in Jjc ground of goodnesse & of ryjtwys- 
nesse in thou^tys, woordys, & dedys, )?at })ou schalt no3t be 

34 wery, heuy, ne sluggy, ne fayle ]?6r-in, ne leve of, but eu«re f>ou 
schalt be my^ty fresch, & hungry, & thru sty, after ry^twysnes 
in herte, tung, & dede. Jeanne art Jjou blyssed in grace of my^t 
of f)e holy gost. Mat. v.' Blyssed be f>ei f>at hungryn and 

28 thrysten ry3twysnes, for f)ei schal be fulfylled in grace of 
streng]?e of J>e holy gost, whiche streugthe in heuen) schal 
fedyn j?e vryih breed of auwgelys, ^ecwndAMn glo«am. It schal 
also strengthyn )?e, & makyn J)e myjty, to wytstondyn tempta- 

32 cyouns in synne, & to sufferyn dyssese for goddys loue, for 
ry3twysnesse, for truthe. prouer. xv.' *'Domu8 iusti plurima 
fortitudo, & in fructilM«» impij conturbacto.' f>e ryjtful man is 

1 MS. ])at J)at. ^ Matt. v. 6. ^ Prov. xv. 6. 

U 
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my3(y ; )>e wycked man is trubelyd. ]>erfore, wytA ))e spade of 
good mynde of god, & of ]7e doom, & of helle-peyne, delue oat 
]7i grauel of slugnesEe in-to ]>e ground of ryghtfalnesse &, of 
.hardynesse, Jnit )>iB watyr of grace, )?e niy^t of )>e holy goat, 4 
mowe springin in \>i welle, to make }>e myjtyly to oo^roomyn 
\>m enmyes gostly, & my^tly to sofferyn alle tiibulacyouns herd, 
])at pou in )7in ende mowe skape to ioye. 

[The Monk-Physician takes Ov/r Lady^a Medicine^ 8 

A Citterdan Exaumple ^ Cesarios, a clerk, he tellyth ]>at in ordine cister- ^ 

nenci was a munke ydel, & yeyn, & vnobedyent, in herte, tunge, 

being a phyii- & dede, for he was a leche, & wente a-bowte be cuntre to core 
dan* neglected 

his monasteriai folk, and wol selde he was at home in cloystr^ and in be qwer^ u 
duties. OnSt. ' ^ ^ ^ 

[IPol. 98 b.] On a I solempne fette of our* lady, at matynes on }>e ny^t^ he 

■Iwthat Min? stood in J>e qweer wytA his bretheryn, and song, he sey^ ourc 

wd giveV ^' lady comyn, & sche 3af out of here box J?at Eche bare }>e lykoure 

medicine^to *' )?at was )?«r-in, vfyih a spon to yche of his bretheryn, puttyng i6 

breSren, )>e spon wytA J?e lykoure in here mowthys for J>e gret deuooyoun 

]7ei haddyn in mynde, in herte, & tunge, in preying, & in dede 

of holy werkys. 

I trowe J>is lycour comyth nojt in ^oure mowthys \>ai ban no 20 

swetnesse in deuocyoun in herte, ne in tunge, ne.in dede, but 

slepyn in holy cherche, or syngyn, or rownyn, or iangelyn, or 

sytten stylle as a beeste, & bydde no bede. 

But whan oure lady com) to ]?is munke ]?at was ]7is leche, he 24 

sey5 here, but his bretheryn seyn here noujt, & he gapid for to 
except himself, haue of here lycoure. sche seyde to hym, * )?ou getyst non of 

my lycour, for alle lycourys of wordly couwifort Jrou hast in ^p\ 
The monk re. lechecraft: ber-fore, of me getyst bou none.' be munke was a 8 

pentedand > r » & J r r 

reformed; sory, and at here byddyng forsook vanytees of thou^tys, & of 

iapys, and of ydelt occupacyouns, & kepte ]?e cloystre & )>e 

qweer in holy medytacyouns, in preyerys, & in holy werkys. 

and ]?us, wytA J?e spade of holy meende of cristes passioun, of l?e 32 

dreedfutt dome, & of helle-peyne, he kest out ))e grauett of all 

veyn slugnesse, & kepte hym in |?e clone ground of ryghtwys- 

^ MS. in margin : ' narracio.' 
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nesse & of gostly myght, tyl f>e spryng of grace, J)at is, ]>e 3yffce 
of strengthe of J?e holy gost, apronge in his welle, jjat my^tely 
he stood in )>at ground of goodnesse, tyl Jje feste of onre lady 
(^ conD a^en ]?e nexte jere. ]?a»ne, ourd lady dede as sohe dede J>e and •fter a year 

5 jew be-fore. And wha»ne sche kom) to him, J:at munke, J)at 
leche, sche seyde to him, ' for ]?ou hast forsaken ydelnes & 
vanytez of bodyly & wordely couTnfort, and jeuyst holy J>i 

8 mynde to deuocyouw, )?er-fore }}ou schalt haue of my lycour/ J^^rt*k™of**** 
Bche put f>er-of in his mowth. he felte swyche a swetnesse ^IJJ^i^e^'* 
J>er-of in his mowth, ])at euere after he forsook all werdly good 
& alle fleschly lustys. And }>anne in him sprang grace. 

la J>6r-fore, leuyth Jje grauell of alt ydelnesse, leuyth jowre Attemd holy 
slepyng in dyuyne seruyse, "ymre iangelyng, jot^re rownyng, 
50wre rewnyng abowtyn on J>e haly-day fro 3owre parysch-cherc^; ^J^p *^® ^^^^ 
leuyth 5owre pylgrymage on J)e haly-day, & do it on Jje werkeday; 

1 6 leuyth ^oure rennyng on holy-day es to wrestelynges, markettys, 
& feyris, to steraclys & daurwjys, to bede-alys, bede-wynes, & 
schetynges. Alle oJ>^e swyche vanytees, ydett wyt^-oute profy^t 
of gostely fry^te, kaste out al fis grauel and [sonde] wytA J)e 

2o spade of holy mynde, and kepe jou in ]>e ground of ry^twys- 

nesse, bat is, of good occupacyoun, and in ground of myaty occupy your- 

selves useftdly. 
wythjstandyng temptacyouns ; and Jeanne schal J)e wat^/r of [Poi. 94 a.] 

grace, \ai is, fe iiij. ayfte of J)e holy gost, \ai is, )?e ^yfte of »^d^yg«f h^i^^ 

24 strengthe spryngen in ^cmre welle, & wasschyn 50 w clone fro theHoly^cSMtJ 

synne w^/tA vertuys, and it schal brynge 30W in ^owre ende to 

)?e clennesse of ioye in heuen). Ad qttod, &B. 

Cwpitulum xlvij^. 

28 Do probitate et ramis oiua & de dono fortitudinis. 

^ T haue told 50W be-forn of pe ground of ry^twysnesse, & of Jje 

-■- ground of gostly myght, & of f>e watyr-spring of grace in 

^oure welle, )>at is, ]>e jyfte of gostly strengthe. now I schal 

32 telle 50W 5it more of bis ground of myat & of bis waterspryng More about the 
, gif(( of strength, 

of grace, ])ai is, pe ^ifte of strengthe, 

u 2 
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Tht Battle tigainH iJeadlj/ Sin, 



\Ctl, ZLTII. 



Btrenffth en- 
ablet a man to 
overcome hii 
spiritual ene- 
miea in aeven 
battles. 
In the baUle 
axainst deadly 
■m 



be must be 
armed with 
penance, which 
consiiits of re- 
pentance, con- 
fession, and 
satisfttction. 

Repentance. 



Confession to be 
made according 
to seven con- 
ditions, that is 
to say, 
X. deliberately. 



[FoL 94 b.] 
(8. quickly,) 



3yf ]>e 3yfte of strengthe of pe holy gost springe full in pi 
welle, he springeth in pe seuen) Btremys of grace ^t makyn 
pe strong & TBiy^ij in vij. manere hatayles to ouercomyn ]n 
gostly enmyeStf pe first hatayle is a^ens dedly synne. A^ens 4 
dedly synne pon owyst to fy^te, or ellys to fle wyih all ]?i niyjt ; 
for who-so fle it, he fy^teth wel ; so he pai asaentyth no^t to 
synne ouercomyth it. for jyf he be fellyd Jw-wyth, he ryseth 
no^t w^A-outyn helpe, & he })at is fallyn hath more nede of 8 
helpe )>an he pai stondyth. And so god thro^ his grace, but 
he arme hym wytA penamtce, he may no^t stonde ; pe whiche 
armure pe holy gost bryngeth hym in his jyfle of strengthe. 
And piB armure is of thre thynges ' : on is repentauns of herte, i3 
an-ojw is schryfte, })e iij. is satysfaccyoun. 

Eepentaunce of herte is, whanne pe synner^ knowyth his 
gylt, & hath sorwe perfore, and for pai he hath wretthyd his 
god. pe more pai he hath synned pe more sorwe he muste j6 
haue J^erfore ; for he is a theef to god, & a tretoor, & morderere 
of goddys dowtyr. flfirst he is goddys theef; for he stelyth & 
wastytb pat is no3t his, pai is, of psX god toke hym wher6-of he 
schal 5yue acountys. He mordryth goddys dow3ter, pai is, his ao 
owen soule ; for pai he sleth tbrugh synne pe whiche god made 
to his lyknesse, and is hys dowter thruj grace. He is a tretour 
to god; for he betrayeth god whanne he 3eldyth to pe feend, 
pai is goddys most enmye, J^at castel of his herte pe whiche 24 
god took hym to kepe. ffor Jjise iij. forseyde pe synnere muste 
sore sorwyn in }?i batayle a-^ens synne. 

Schryfte of mowthe hath vij. condycyouns '. Schryfte scholde 
be don wysely ; for a man schulde be-thynken hym wysely of 28 
his synnes be-fore, whiche he hath don, er he come to pe preest. 
and also he muste loke what he is pai schal schryuen hym, and 
jif he be comauwdyd to heryn his schryfte, & haue powers to 
assoylen hym. Also gode | werkys . . . .' 32 

... as brennyng fyir, J>e whiche may nojt be qwenchyd wyt^ 

* MS. in margin : * no<a 3**.* 

■ MS. in margin : * confessio oris 7*«» condiciones/ i, 2, &c. 

' Apparently, there is a gap in MS. probably caused by turning over 



CH. xLvii.] The Conditions of Confession. 298 

outyn terys of ))e eyje & of J?e herte. An-oJ?er skyl is J>is, for 
))e sykenesse of synne, to \>e whiche schryfte is medycyne. for 
he )>at sekyth no^t to ben hole, ^euyth no tale of his helthe. 

4 }7e iij. skyl is }>is, for dreed of deth. for deth is so sodeyn ^pai 
no man may wetyn Jje tyme of his comynge. )>e iiij. skyl is, 
for a man throw^ synne may lese alle ))e gode dedys J^at he 
hath don, & J^at he doth in ]7e tyme whil he lythe in his synne ; 
8 and thru^ schryfte he may rekure a^en. f J?e v. skyl is \>\s, for 
for^etyng of his synnes, on ]?e whiche he may neoere thynke. 
how may he Jmrine schryuen him dene )>at lythe longe in synne, 
but he schryue hym hastely. 

12 J>e thridde condycyouw of schryfte is ))is : it muste ben apertly, 3- openly, 
}>at is, ]70u schuldyst sone schewe }>i synnes opynly to ))i preest, 
& al ]?i wyll and all: ))in entent J?at }?ou haddyst to do it. 

f>e iiij. condycyoun is, J?ou schuldyst [ry^tly ^] & redyly tellyn 4. accurately, 

16 ^p\ synne as it is don, & wha^ine, and where, & why, & how 
oftyn, and in what manere, and how long0 leyn J^erinne. 

% J)e V. condycyouw is, fat J?ou schuldyst schryue J?e hooUy s- completely 
to 00 preest f>at hath powere to here J?i lyif, & nou^t to departe v^^e^t. 

20 j^i schryfte to dyuerse preestys, or leve ony synne vntold vn-to 
))i preest, J>at f>ou hast in mynde ; for J?at schiyfte is veyn, and 
Jxsrfore J?i schryfte muste be told vn-to oon preest St holly wytA 
alle ]>e circumstauTicys. ffor a synne may be more in 00 persone 

34 }>an in oJ%r tweyne or thre, & more in sum place J?an in sum, 
and more in sum tyme J^an in sum, and in sum wyse more than 
in sum. And f)e ofterc f)Ou synnest, & }?e lengerc ]>ou ly5st ]>er- 
in, }?e more penaunce f>ou art worthy, & f)e werse J3i cause is, J?e 

28 hardere penaunce f)e muste haue. 

% But he bat wyli schryue him wel, he T^uste partyn hym-self A perfect con- 

<S? J V u * fessionmust 

in thre ^ : fferst he muste begynne at be herte, 8c sythen at be relate all sinftil 

^'' r » ^ r thoughts,viror(JUi, 

mowth, & after at all )?e body, tyl he hath ransakyd eche party and deeds. 

the leaf. The close of the paragraph referring to the first condition of 
shrift most be left to suggestion. For the beginning of the new a linea I 
should propose the following conjecture : J>e secunde condycyoun of schryfte 
is, ])at it schulde be don hastely ; and ))at is nedefuU for v skylles. Oon is, 
for synne is as brennyng fyir, &c. (Cf. condition vii on page 297.) 

^ Cf. p. 184, 1. 6. * MS. in margin : * nofa 3^ in co»fessione i, 2, 3.' 
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)w-of. ffirst he Bcbulde tellyn )>e euylt tbow)tyB, & \ft wykkyd 
desyres of })e herte, and ]?er-afttfr alle his wycked woordys of his 

The sins of the mowth, & at )>e laste alle his dedys. J>e synnes of \e herte am 
J>iEe : thou3t, delyjt, consentyng, purpos, wylt, desyring^ rnfeyth- 4 
falnesse, slowthe, dulhed, yndeuowtnesse, wanhope^ ou^rhope, 
vntrustynge, wrong wenyng, foly lone, dreed, assentyng, foly 
afiPeccyonn, veyn gysyng, vayn gessyng, wrong suspeccyoun, 
wratthe, hate, rankourc, enyye, careles dreed^ sorwe of othery- g 
nietinys (sic) welfare, ioye of here evyl-fere, ydelnesse of herte 
wyt^outyn occupacyouw of f>e lone of god, euyl dreed, euyl 
loue, errour, fleschly affeccyouw to Jji freendys or to o))ere ))at 

[F0I.95 a.] J>ou louyst, dyspyjt of | pore men & of synful! men, vnconahle 12 
ioye of ony wordly vanyte, soi*we of losse of wordly catelt,'wytt 
to worschipe f>e ryche for here muk, dowte what is to do, obsty- 
nacyoun in euyl doyng, & sorwe )?at )?ou dedyst no more evyU, 
or })at Jjou dedyst no3t )?e lust or )je lykyng of J)i flescti, })ere 16 
}?ou myjtist a don ; vnstabylnesse of thowjt, peyne of penaunce, 
ypocrysye, leef to plese men for preysynge, dreed for to dysplese 
for losse of catelt, schame of good dede, ioye of euyU dede, 
syngulere wytt, coueytise of worscbipp, of dignyte, or to ben 20 
toldyn bettyr ]?an an-o]?er, or rycherc, or fayrerc, or be more 
dred ; veyn-glorye of ony godys, of kynde, of hap, or of grace ; 
aschamyd of f>i poore freendys, pride of f>i ryche kyn, or of 
J>i gentyl kynn, to haue dyspyjt of good counseyle, or of good 34 
techyng ; or dyspyjt of byddyng of souereynys, vnrewthe of hem 
J?at am in peyne, mysbeleve in herte. Alle J>ise am J?e synnes 
of )>e herte, a^ens whiche to fy^t Jjou bast ]>e 3yfte of myght 
of \>Q holy gost, 3if )?ou delue depe ynow in f>i welle in )n j8 
grounde of gostly strengtbe. 

The sins of the J>e synnes of f>i mowth ^ arn )?ise : veyn spekyng, ofte sweryng, ^ 
forsweryng, to tellyn f>at is errour, to seyn bedys witb-onte 
deuocyoun, bakbytyng, nyce lawjbyng, repreuyng, stryuyng, 32 
bannyng, cursyng, mysseying, slaundre, vpbraydyng, tbretyng, 
lackyng, dyspreysing, a3en-seying of obedyence, plyccbyng at 
loue & charyte, lettyng of loue, false pleynyng of men J?at arn 
^ MS. in margin : ' peocota oris/ 
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gylteles, beryng a fals wytnesse, fals flateryng, bewreying of 
couwseyl, sowyng of dyscord, tellyng veyne tryfelys, scornyng, 
eggyng, or conseylyng, ajens skylle, turnyng good to euyl, to 
4 plete in chercbe, to ster« folk to wratthe, to bere men on bande 
J>at J>ei dede no^t, to seyn ajens trutbe, to reproue of)6re of f>at 
be is gylty bymnself, myclie specbe, manye woordys, foly specbe, 
veyn avauntyng, excusyng & defendyng of synne, crying, gruccb- 
8 yng ajens god or man, blowyng of bost, to snybbe a^ens skytt, 
to mote in wronge causys, to lere a man to greue bis enmyes, 
fals demyng of of>ere mewnys dedys, fals endytyng, grewn3mg, 
dyspytous blering, mowys makyng, to synge songes of iolyte, to 

I a rede on bokys of vanyte, to speke barlotrye, to stodye more in 
voys-brekyng in cberche J?an in deuoute syngynge, to dyspute 
in veyn, to aske bow a tbyng may be )>at is of goddys priuyte. 
]:7eise & manye mo am f>e synnes of }?e mowtb, a3ens wbicbe J?e 

i6 boly gost springetb watyr of grace in Jji welle, J?at is, ]?e jyfte 
of my^t, for to fyjte in J>e armour of confessiouTi a^ens }?ise 
synnes of )?e mowtb, jif J?ou kepe fe depe in ]>e ground of 
gostly my^t in f>i welle. 

5 ^^ synne of dede * arn )?ise : drunkenesse & glotonye, | [PoL 96 b.] 

ai mordre, mansley3t, leccberye, sacrilege, tbefte, raveyn, symonye, ^ ^ 

gouytt, brekynge of )?e balydayes, forsakyng of ordre, brekyng 
of avowys, to takyn bousylt vnwortbyly, vnreuerence to goddys 

34 body, to faylen in goddys seruyse, to jeuyn euyl exaumple in 
dede, to burtyn a man in bis persone or in bis godys, tresoun, 
falsbede, gyle, wyccbe-craft, extorcyouw, sellyng of lawe & of 
ryjtwysnesse, fals m«rcbauwdyse, vsyng of false weyjtis or of 

28 mesurys, pleyis & iapys of vanytees, to vsyn karoUys & dauTicys, 
feynyng foly contenauwce, to ^eue iogoulours & mynstrallys for 
iapys & veyn-talys, to drawyn fro a mawnys body bis nedeful 
fode, or to vse it in outrage, to vndertake to do more ]3an 

32 be may performe, to boldyn offyse )?at a man is no5t suffycyent 
to, to begynne an offyis or a craft Jxit may no^t be wytA-oute 
synne, to turne a^en to synne J>at a man batb left, custome 

^ MS. in margin : * pecco/a operis.' 



296 Sins of Omission. [ch. xlvu 

of synne, to majntene batayle, to fynde & vse nouelryes, eturdy- 
06886 a)6D8 men of hy3 astate, to don hardnesso to pore folk, 
to trespasyn in syjt, in heryng, in tastyng, in Binellyng, in 
felyng, in hal^yng, in kussyng ; to make beknynges of nyce 4 
sygnes in wrestlynges, to 3yue or to take ^yftes, no^t to take 
})e ciroumstauncys of synne, as tyme, stede, mannys persone, as 
it is declaryd be-fore ; and to puttyn hym to synne, or fondyng 
ooine, or to peyne hym to synne more ]7an nede were, piae am 8 
summe of synnes of dede. perfore, delue depe in pi welle in pe 
ground of gostly strengthe, & }>anne schal pe holy gost sptingin 
in J^i welle his firste streme of myght, to fy^ten in armour of 
penautMse to ouercome J^ise synnes of pe herte, of pe mowth, i' 
& of dede. 

Sinsof amiation. Synnes of levyng goodnes yn-do am ]nae ^ : as no^t to thynken (^ 
on god, ne lone hym, ne drede hym, ne thanke hym ; to balden 
pe dedys ]>at pon doost no^t don thru; goddys my^t, no^t to i6 
aorwe for ]?i synne, non^t to make pe redy to receyue grace ; 
and poxi receyue, no^t to kepe it; no^t to hastyn }>e to ))e 
inspyryng of pe holy gost, no3t to conforme }>i wytt to pe holy 
gost, ne to J>e wyl of god, ne to go to cberc^ in dewe tyme, ao 
& neglygence of obedyens, nou3t to don pin ofiyis, to breke 
a vowe, to be sturdy to fadyr & modyr, no^t to be schreuyn 
onys in pe ^ere, & hoselyd, nc^t to hate his synnes, noa^t to 
knowyn hym-self ne his astate, nou^t to reule his conscyence '4 
ry^tly, to tarye Jvit schulde be don redyly, to haue no ioye 
of oper metrnvs welfare, no sorwe of her« euyli-flfcre, ne nojt 
for^euyn hers tnespasourys, nc^t to holde truthe to }>i ney^boors, 
no^t to do }>e werkys of m^rcy, noi^t to chastysen hem pat aS 
do mys, to snybbe hem no^t )>at Tsrn synne, no^t to makyn 
aoordyd }>er* stiyif is, nojt to techin hem, J)ei pat am booitdyn ; 

[FcO. 96 a.] to couiufbr tyn hem no^t )>at am in angrr, to don no3t after pe 

reed of gode men, nou3t to be deuowt in cherche pos arme S^ 
^w in p^iamice to fy^ten a^ens )ns^ sinnes of herte« & mowth, 
& ddde« & of gode dedys lefte, and kepe |ow wel in f^ groofid 
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of 5oi^r6 welle, f>at is, gostly myjt. And f>anne schal J?e holy 

gost spryngyn in ^oure welle his streem of grace, J?at is, }?e jyfte 

of strengthe. 
JF if fe vj. condycyouw of schryfte ^ is )>at J?ou schuldyst schryue The sixth con- 
5 ]?e mekely. ^if )?ou schryue )?e mekely \o\\. spekyst to god, and « to TOnfesa 

J?i preest is goddys eere, and att f>at he heryth, he heryth as god 

& no^t man. 
8 J^ vij. condycyouw is to be schryuen oftyn of wycked wytt, the seventh to 

dede, & thou^t ; and ]?at is nedefult for vj. skylles *. Oon is to ediy. 

getyn grace, & to be clene w^^inne. An-of>er is, for venyalt 

synnes J>at foulyth vs yche day ; for thyng ofte fowlyd often 
12 muste be wasschyd, and thing often soor often muste ben helyd. 

And as ]>e schypman often castyth out watyr of J?e schyp as 

often as it comyth in, and ellys J>e schyp schulde p^ryssche ; 

So, euery day, comyth in newe sinnes in-to a mawnys soule. 
1 6 J?«rfore,.wytA schryfte often castyth oute ^oure synnes, for ellys 

it welyn weyin vp ^oure soule. J?e iij. skyl is f>is : to chasyn 

awey }?e feend fro vs. J?e iiij. skyl is to lere to schryue f>e wel. 

f>e V. skytt is to tellyn f>o synnes whiche wote neuere whethir 
2o euere he was schreuyn )>er-of or nou^t. J?e vj. skyl is to be more 

meke. ]?e vij. skyl is to sake J?e more mede. 

be feend putt in a mawnys herte v. thynges ' bat most lettyn Obstacles hin- 
1 /. ^ . 1 1 1 . A , . dering oonfes- 

schryfte. On is schame to schewyn his synne. An-oper is sion. 

34 wycked dreed to do penaunce. J>e iij. is wycked loue to dwelle 
in synne. J>e iiij. is wrong hope of long lyif. J?e v. is wanhope. 
)?tfrfore, deluyth depe doun in ^oure welle, tyl ^e fynde a clene 
grouTwi in ^oure hertys, J>at is, gostly hardynesse, gostly myght, 

28 whiche wytt make 50W my^tely to kastyn out synnes of J?e herte, 
of ))e mowth, & of dedys, wytA batayle & fy^t in )?e armour 
of penauwce. And f>awne schal f>e holy gost flowyn out his 
spryng of grace, f>at is, his ^yfte of gostly strengthe, to suffre all 

3a tribulacyou?i pacyently & my5tyly for goddys sake. 

* MS. in margin : '6* coMdicto coTifeasioms.* 

^ MS. in margin : * 7. nofa 6.' There are, in fact, seven ' skills.' 

* MS. in margin : * Confessio vera fiat pos^ (?) quinqiie aducrsarii.' 



The Story of St. Ignatiui Heart. [ch. xlvu, xLvm. 

[In the Heart of St, IgncUius was written the Name of JeeusJ] 

Tl^hen Ignatius Exaumple ^ Ex legenda Ignacii. Ignacius in his martyrdom (§ 
euere clepyd : ' Ihe^a crist, Ih^^u crist ! ' his tarmentourys 
askyd hym why he clepyd alwey ])ai name, & wolde no^t cese 4 
for no peyne ne drede. p&t seynte seide : * for enere I haue 
be groundyd in J>e vertu of gostly myjt, & J>erfore I drede no 
peyne. and in piB yertxx of gostly my^t, ])e holy gost hath 
sprungyn in me his watyr of grace, ]>at is, his )yfie of strengthen 8 
wherby myjtely I suflfere joure turment. And in pis grace of 
strcDgthe springeth in myn herte p\s name Ihe«a crist, & flowyth 

[Fol. 96 b.] oute I so plenty vously at my mowth, Jwt no drede ne peyne may 

make me to cesyn of clepyng "pia name iheeu cryst.' pe turmen- 12 

hadaooom- tourvs slowin hvm, & slytted hym & his herte a-sunder, and 

plished his mar- •' ^ » ^ ^ 

tyrdom, there foundyn wretyn in his herte wyth letterys of gold : Ihega crist, 
words^esuT I^^**" ^^^ ^ wherby manye tumyd to ]>e feyth, & worschepyd 
Christ. jjjg name. 16 

wolde god \>at je wolde castyn out of ^wire pytt ]>e heuy 

grauel of ydel & euyli thoujtys, woordys, & dedys, and kepyn 

in 3oure welle gostly myjt, pat in pat myght pe holy gost myjte 

M»yy^«r^earts, springe his wat^ of grace, pat is, his ^yfte of strengthe, in ao 

th^n?*^^^?^^^ which watyr of grace }?is holy name Ihe«u mowe springe in 

Christ. joure hertys in deuocyouw, and flowyn out at ^otire mowth 

in prcysing, wherby je schul be rewardyd in ioye euere-lastynge ! 

Ad quod, &B. 34 

Csipitulum xlviij'^. 
De satisfaccione & de dono^ fortitu(iims. 
Ere-befom, I haue told 50W of a vertu pat is clepyd gostly ^ 



H 



my^t or gostly hardynesse, & of pe jyfbe of pe holy gost 28 
]3at is clepyd pe jyfte of strengthe, J?at makyth one hardy to 
don heye gode werkys semyng harde to mawnys myght to 
fulfylle ; And pe ^yfte of pe holy gost, J)at is, pe jyfte of myjt, 

^ MS. in margin : * narrawjio.' ^ MS. timoris crossed. 
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pat makyth a man to Buffere my^tely alle aduersytes for goddys Spiritual 

lone. 5if bou kepe hem in ]>i welle, hei wylt springe in be abies a man fo 
1 "• . • . n 1 1 i* ^^* seven 

vij. stremys % pat is, vij. maners of strengtne, myjtyly to fy^ten battles. 
4 a^ens pi gostly enmyes in vij. maners batayles. pe first batayle 

is a^ens dedly synne, pe ij. batayle is in harde penauTice, pe iij. 

is a^ens pe firoward flescti, pe iiij. batayle is in welthe, pe 

V. batayle is in wo, pe yj. batayle is a^ens wycked men, pe 
8 vij. batayle is a3ens pe feend. 

pe batayle of dedly synne is in thre manerys, in herte, in First, the battle 

tunge, & in dede. pe synnes I haue told 30W, and how pe verta gff, 

of myght & pe jyfte of strengthe of pe holy gost makyth man 
ta myghty in batayle a^ens f>o sinnys to voyden hem, pat is, 

wycked thoujtys wyth pe armour of contricyouTi, and wycked which must be 

woordys wytA be armour of confessiouw. But now I schal telle contrition, con- 
" *' * ^ fessionaiid 

50W how gostly myjt and gostly strengthe, )mt is, pe vcrtu & pe satisfection. 

16 5yfte of pe holy gost, schul make 50U myghty in pe armours 
of satysfaccyouw in :joiwe gostly batayle a^ens synne, to avoyden 
out of 5om*e welle pe synne of ^oure euytt dedys. ^if ^e trewly 
and my^tely kepyn & fulfyllen pe penaunce enioyned 50U, & 

ao brekyn it nojt, and 30 truly makyn amendys of 3our« wrongys, 
and restoryn ry^tfully to dede, qwyke, and to holy cherche, ^oure 
dettys, ]7anne his vertu of gostly my^t in 30W, panne pe ^yfte of 
strength spryngeth in 50W grace of stedfastnesse. 

1g But Jjanne comyth pe batayle pat is pe batayle of penaunce, The second is 

35 and puttyth a man fro ( sufFerauws. whan a ,man schulde re- [Fol. 97 a.] 
pentyn him of his synne, Jmnne comyth a newe batayle, a newe Jj^^^}® ^' 
stryif ]?at makyth a man vnstedfast & chau7z.geable. ffor summe 

38 begynne to vse penauwce, and after f>ei ftiyle, & faryn as a wedir- 
kok, J)at turnyth wyth iche wynd ; for now he wyl do penaunce, 
& now he wyll no^t. J)er« is no^t pe ground of my^t, ne pe 
grouTwi of strengthe. But whan a man settyth his herte to 

3a plese god, & to do penauTice, & to fulfyUe it, so pat no-thyng 
chaunge his wytt; p&nne pe vertu of myght & pe ^yfte of 
strengthe spryngin in him watyr of grace, wherby in J>at batayle 
of penaunce he hath pe victorye. 

* MS. in margin : * no^a 7*®" fortitudiwis.' 
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ThetWrd battle ]>anne oom3rth pe iij. batayle, )>at is, of Jje flescli, pat lestyth 

fle^* loDge w^ man. for whan ]>e fiesc^ Bufferyth penauns or hard- 

nesse, it gracchyth }>er-with ; for afi peA, is soft, eey, & delycate, 

it louyth, and pf pe flescfi haue his wyll, he outfrcomyth a man. 4 

And, periore^ it may be lykenyd to an euylt womman ; for pe 

more a man folowe hera wytt, pe more froward & schrewyd 

sche is. })erfore, late pe flesch no^t haue -his desyres, and psmne 

pou Bchalt ouyrcomyn him be vertu of mygfat & pe jyfbe of 8 

strengthe. 

The fourth and Bat Jeanne comyn pe iiij. & ]>e v. batayles of welthe & of wo ^. (^ 

Hgainst the ffor pe world, with his fortune, asayleth men wyth two batayles. 

Mkofthe pe firste batayle is wyth worschyppes, delytys, & ryches; }>e la 

oper is wf^h angyr, d3rsese, and pouerte, and pat god sendyth 

to chastyse and to prove. And ^if a man stande styffly in pai 

stoure and in pe vertu of my^t*, pe holy gost sokouryth hym 

wyth his 3yfte of strengthe, ]>at he fieeth wordly lykynge, & 16 

ouercomyth angyr w^tA-outyn grucchyng. and in Jns batayle 

he Bcapyth a-wey harmeles ; for he ouercomyth wordely dely^t, 

god schal sende him grace and settyn him in his trone, as seynt 

Johun seyth in his apocalyps *. And for he ouyrcomyth angrys, 20 

god grauntyth him paradyis. 

The sixth battle be TJ. batayle is fofl euylle men, bat be feend hath 
IS against evil ^ ^ ^ • \. j */ ^ t r^ 

men. norysched to noyen gode men. And as antecrist schal do to 

summe in his tyme ; for }>o }7at wyit no^t assente to hym, he 24 
schal don hem to swiche turment, Jjat vnethys schal ony dur 
seye pai he is a cristene man. but he pat wyl! takyn his 
greuauTice pacyently, as Job dede, & trustyth in god, he hath 
pe vertu of myght & pe jifte of strengthe, wherby he hath pe 28 
victorye in J)is batayles of welthe & of wo. 

The seventh he vij. batayle is of be feend, bat asayleth a man in his last 

battle 18 against •» •^ " J » r ./ 

the Devil. ende. for pe feend is so wyly }>at, whan a man hath ouyr- 

comyn pe vj. batayles be-forn, & is on J^e mounteyn of parfy^t 33 
lyif, psiime comyth pe feend wyth slej^tys to ouercomyn hjrm, 
& assayleth him wyth veyn-glorye & presumpsyouTi, pai he 

^ MS. in margin : ' bella multa.' ^ MS. ' of my^t of\>e holy gost.' 

^ Apooal. ii. 7. 



CH. xLvin.] The Story of Macarnis and the SkulL 301 

thynketh him-self worthyere ]>aii operQ arn })at am holyew J)an 

he, and so }?e feend makyth him to fallyn as lowe as he thou^te 

hym-self hye, as dede Lucyfer, | J?at felt fro heueiD to helle for [Fol. 97 b.] 

4 pride. }7e more nere a man is in parfy^t lyif, ]>e more besy is 

^pQ feend to ouercomyn hym. But whan a man settyth his herte 

in lownesse & loue of god, & hungryth & thrysteth ry5twys- 

nesse, & kepyth him fro veyn-glorye & fro presumpcyoun ; 

8 J>anne J>e vertew of myght is in him & ]?e ^jrfte of strengthe, 

]xit makyn hym to outcome ]>e feend. £Por seynt Johun seyth 

in J)e book of priuytees ^, To hym f>at ouercomyth in J?is fyjt, 

Jjot he schal ete of f>e fruy^te of lyif in-myddes of paradyse. 

U \n&Q vij. batayles am J)e vij. springes, ]>at is, vij. degrees or 

i3vij. brauwchys in J?e gronrid of gostly myght, whiche gostely 

myght springeth of J?e ^ifte of strengthe of J>e holy gost in J>i 

welle, and ]?is flood of ]?ise vij. stremys in J^e grouwd of ]n gostly 

i6 myght & in \>\ welle schal flowyn J^e heye in grace to J?e mouw- 

teyn of heuen). 

[Ahhot Maearius cmd the SkvUJ] 

^ Exanmple '. An holy abbot ]>at hy^t Macharye fond an heed Maearius found 
2o of a dede man, and he askyd him what he was ' whil he lyved, 

and where his soule was. be hevyd seyde, *I was a paynym*, theskuiiofa 

* ./ ./ » J. ./ ./ heathen, which 

& my soule is in helle, for I was no^t in cristene feyth.' \>e *j>id ^j^ **»»* 
abbot seyde, 'Is ony soule deppere in helle f>an pi soule is]' pagans and Jews 

34 ]>e heuyd seyde, * 5a, iewys soulys are deppere in helle, for hem 
god chees for his peple, and was bom amongys hem, & was of 
here kyn. And J)ei, as tretourys, slowyn hym, and so dede nojt 
we. perforey we haue lesse peyne in helle.' f>e Abbot seyde, 

28 * Am ]?ere ony oj^ere soulys deppere in helle ]mn iewys soulis 1 ' was the place in 

be heed seyde, * sa, be soulys of cristeiD men bat in baptem) Christians who 
' 'f ' -f ' ' *> J -^in spit« of their 

becomyn crysteii) men, & fouwdyn borwys, to forsake ]?e feend ^i*" 
& his werkys, and to kepyn f>e comaundment^e and ]>e lawys of 

* Apooal.. ii. 7. " MS. in margin : * Narrocto.' 

* The scribe had at first omitted the words : ' whil * to * was,* and went 
on a few lines, which he crossed afterwards, starting again with * whil he 
lyved/ &c. 
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FaUe Christia^is are Deepest in Hell, 



[CH. ZLVni. 



god & of holy cherche, aud am taw^te & knowyn goddjs lawe, 

and han myjt and strengthe gostly, 3if }>ei wytt, to wythstondyn 

temptacyouns of })e feend, of }>e world, ^ of here flescK, aud 

wyttyngly & wylfully )>ei forsakyn J)e vertu of myjt and ))e 4 

yielded to oTery ^yfte of strengthe, & aeldyn hem ta fallyn in euery temptacyou7». 
temptation. , 1 /. 1 • 1 

and 80, as tretourys, J?ei jeuyn vp J)e oastel of god, Jxjt is, here 

soule to )>e feend, ^t is, goddys most enmye, and J^erfore ]x) 
oowardys, so false in here feyth and in here werkys to god, }>at ^ 
forfetyn a^ens here owen) lawe & a^ens here haptem) for here 
false tresoun a^ens here god, ]7at deyin wyt A-oute repentaunce ; 
am, & schul hen, deppere in helle-peyne ]7an we hethyn men or 
iewys ey})er. ferfore, ^e J^at are depyd cristene men in joure la 
name, ^e are more bethyne in 30ure werkys ]7an we; for 30 
werkyn no3t after ymre name, hat 30 he contrarye to crist in 
30iire werkys. Be 3owre name 3e scholde seruyn, louyn, & ^ 
[Fol. 98 a.] worsohepyn, god, & kepyn his oomaundmenty«, | aud heleuyn i^ 
in him & in holy cherche, & in })e techyug of goddys woord, 
and to werkyn ]>ere-after, and wytA J)e vertu of gostly myght 
& wytA grace of J?e 3yfte of gostly strengthe wythstonde temp- 
tacyouns of })e feend, ]?e world, & J)e flesoE; but 30 serue & 2q 
loue ]>e feend in synne, ])e world in fals coueytise, }>e flesch in 
lusty s. fwfore, 30ure peyne in helle schal be more J?an J?e peyne 
of iewe or paynym), but it be amendyd in penauTice/ 



Therefore, 
amend. 



and keep your 
spiritual 
strength ! 



}?erfore, amendyth 30W vfyih parfj^t penaunce, & takyth in-to ^ 
30wre welle f>e grourwi of J)is vertew, ]3at is, gostly my3t, to 25 
wythstonde synne. And Jeanne schal springen in 3owre welle 
J>e watyr of grace, J?at is, ]?e 3yfte of strengthe of }?e holy gost, 
]?at schal makyn 30U my3ty to sufFeryn alle aduersytees & tribu- 28 
lacyouTis for goddys loue, wher-by 30 schul in 3oure ende comyn 
to }?e watj/r of endeles lyif in heuen). To J>at blysse brynge vs 
he, &d. 



cH. xux.] On Prodigality^ 

Capitulum xlix"^. 
De prpdigalitate. 

^ XTEre-beforn, I haue told 30U, whan J)e wose of slawtbe be 
4 -■— ■- cast out of joure welle, how 30 schulde cast out pe 
grauel and J>e sande of obstynacye be-nethyn pere slawtbe was, 
& delvyn donn in ]>e gi-ouwd of ry5twysnesse & of gostly mygbt 
wyih f>e spade of mynde, tyl 50 fynde a watyr-spryng of grace, 
8 Jjat is, ]>e 5yfte of J?e holy gost, pe jyfte of strengtbe in joure 
welle. 

But now I scbal telle 50W ]>at whan pe wose of coueytise is Beneath the 
out of xoure pytt whan ae scbal caste out "be ffrauelt and be ousness' there 

. . . is the 'gravel of 

12 sande be-netbe pere coueytise was. J)is grauel & sande is wast. Prodig^ty/ 
lohannes de Abbat/« villa dictt, As grauel & sande ban stonys 
and greynys wytA-oute noumbre, so wast hath manye expuTisys 
and costys in excesse, wytA-outen noumbre in vnmesure & werkys, 

16 bareyn wyt^-oute fruyte, so wast is barejm w^A-outen vertewys, 

* barena sterilis est, sic prodigalitas de virtutibw*.' 

J>is grauel is iij. fote deep\ pat is to seye, it is in tbre 

partyes, in berte, in tunge, & in dede. wast in be berte is which may be 

>• in the heart as 

20 desyir, wytt, & delyjt. Jjow^ pon be poore & baue no good, poxi a desire 

mayst baue f>is grauel of wast in f)in berte in wastfutt & feruent 

desyris, wyllys, & dely5tes. for to baue good out of mesure of excessive 

wealth { 

vnryjtfuUy and wrongfully, J>is is wast in pe berte, and dedly 
34 synne in pe wytt and dely3t, & in J)e desyir, Jx)w pou neuere 
baue pat desyir, be-cause J>at wyll is wastfult out of mesoure & 
vnry^tfutt. pcrfore god seyth, Deut€r. 5.' & ec^. xx. capitido^, 
pon scbalt nojt coueyte in wyl! and desyr^ of berte J?i neyjbours 
28 bows ne * lend, gold ne syluer, cloth ne com, ox ne asse, wyif 
ne seruaunt, ne non oper good pat is bis. Reyse no^t vp pe 
eyne of fin berte, ]mt is, }>i wylt, desyir, & delyjte, | to good & [Fol. 98 b.] 

^ MS. in margin : ' prodigalitas, notsk tria : corde ore & opere* 
^ Deut. V. 21. ^ Exod. xx. 17. * MS. ne ne. 
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to rycches whiche J)ou mayet nojt haue. Ysat. xxiijo.^ *Ne 
erigas ocuIob ad dioicias quas habere non possis.' ]>m herte is 
lyche }>e see-grauel & sande *, }pai sokyth in, & drynketh in, all 
waterys, and ^it })e see is neuere fiitt ; so \>m herte is euere 4 
Bokynge in wastfutt thou^tes, wylles, delyjtes, & desyres, of 
wordly good, and nenere is fait, deth hath neuere ende & 
ynow, but euere he sleth folk ; ]?in herte hath neuerc yuow, but 
euere coueytith. In helle is neuere ynow & fult, but euere 8 
swelwyth in souJys; so J)in herte is neuerc full of good, but 
euere swelewyth in more. Abac, ij.' * Dilatauit ({uasi infemus 
animam suam, & qttasi mors, ncn adimplebiti^.' }>ise grauel- 
stonys, }pai is, coueytotM thoutys, wylles, desyres, delyjtes, after la 
wordly good am so scharpe & hevy as grauel, ]>at it prycke ]?in 
herte day & ny^t ]?at \>o\x mayst haue no pees day ne ny^t, ne 
reste. prouer. xv.* 'Conturbat domum suam, qui sectatwr 
auariciam, id est, in corde suo.' i6 

or in the mouth, ]>e secwride fote depthe is wast of pi mowth *, pat is, wastfult % 
words. woordys, whawn pou spekyst alt of J)i good, of J?i rycches, of f>i 

catelt, & pat is in cherch 8c out of chercK, as wel in sykenes as 
in helthe, and in Jji deying pan thynkest more, & spekyst, of Jji 20 
wordly muk ]?an of f>i god. J?i speche, J)i thou^t, J)i mynde, J>i 
loue, J?i sorwe, is more for ]?i good ]?an for )?i soule and for 
]?i synne. swiche lycour as is in J)in herte, pat is, desyir of 
wordly good, swiche lycour springyth out of f>i mowth. * ® Qui 34 
de terra est, de terra loquitttr.' Erthely muk pou. desyrest and 
Jjerfore pou. spekyst )?er-of. * ^ Ex habundancia cordis os loqui- 
tur.' Of pe gret coueytise of good, desyre in )?in herte, spekyth 
))i mowth. f>in herte is al in pe world, so is f>i mowth. )?ou 28 
seyst wyih f>i mowth, wolde god I were ryche, wolde god pat 
mewnys good were myn I Jmt is wast of pe mouth, for it is 
wrongful & a dedly synne *, a3ens goddys wytt desyred. 3it on 

* Prov. xxiii. 5. Vulgate : * Ne e. o. tuos ad opea quas non potes habere.' 

* MS. in margin : * cor hoTntnis simtle est marl & arene.' 

' Hab. ii. 5. * Prov. xv. 27. 

* MS. in margin : *3. prodigalitas oris.' • John iii. 31. 
' Matt. xii. 34. ® MS. in margin : * pecca^um mortele.' 



cH. xLix.] Vain Thoughts* 3( 

]>i dede-bedde, J)in herie is on J>e world, for summe thynken, Even on your 

dcftth'boQS yo 
* Alias \ how schal myn lond, my com, my beestys, myn hows- think more of 

\ " •' ^ » rf yonrhousehol 

hold, be gouemydl my wyif, my chylderyn, how schol }>ey 

4 fare, now I am syike I how schull J>ey don, & I deye I who 

schal tylle })at lond, who schal mylkyn }>o keen, who schal make 

my chese & botere, now I may no^t do ]?«r-to ! ' ]>ise am wast 

woordys, but of J>e soule we speke lytel, to god crye we lytelt than of your 

souls* 
8 for mercy, schryfte to a preest speke we nojt of, tyl deth * hath 

awey oure v. wyttes. of J>e godes to oure fleschly frendys, k J>at '» ywir testa- 

ourc excusatourys mown haue part }?er-of, whil we speke first 

^ imncepally, & to hem we schul ny ^euyn all our6 good; But to yon do not ma 

restitution, 
1 2 restore alle our« wrongy* and onrc dettys to qwyke, & to dede, & 

to holy cherc^, & to oure curatys here dewteis falsly withjholdyn [Fol. 99 a.] 

fro hem alt our« lyve, J>er-of speke we nojt, but it be xl. d/, 

happely, for xl. §. or for xl. t/. xs. J^i robbyn seynt petyr & 

1 5 3euyn it seynt Poule, J>at is to seyne, J)ei getyn falsely here good 
of holy cherch, of qwyke & dede, in raueyne, in extorcyouns, in 
thefte, in mycherye, in wrongys, in fals chafiaryng, in fals tything, 
in fals purchas, in false mesurys, in wyjtes, in false othys, in 

2o haly-day chaffaryng ; ]?is fals getyn good wylt ]?ei nojt restore 
to hem ]>at haddyn })e harm, but in here ende J)ei beqwethe J>at 
good to of>ere personys & to o)?ere powre folk to whiche ]>ei were 
nojt bouwde to ^euyn hem o]%r mennys good. Alt ]?is is wast & 

24 no profy3te, in swiche beqwethyng it profyteth J)e nou^t. ffor 
Salomon seyth Jms : )wu makyst fyve or sexe to leyjhe in jeuyng 
to hem o]>eres godys ; on J>e o])er syde f)ou makyst an hundryd 
or two hunderyd to wepe of whom )?oa haddyst falsely })at good. 

28 J?er6 xxti. preyin for Jkj, a tbousande waryen & cursyn J)e, & 
cryen wreche. And ]mt wastfult beqwest askyth wreche. ]x)u 
Jxit spekyst Jms, J>e woordys of ]?i qwest are wast, and avaylen 
J)e nojt, but it dampnyn ]>e for J)i falsnesse. And jyf, J>ow3 ]?i 

32 goodys ben wel gett, in )?in ende Jwu spekyst \ai it schuldyn 

be dysposyd to \\ fleschly freendys, but to ]?i soule ry^t lytel or JJJ'F^^^^? 
noujt, J?i8 wast in woordys schewyth }?e a fool, Jwt beqwethyst your souls. 

* MS. in margin : * no^a b«ne ; verba vana.' 
^ MS. ddh awey oure v, wyttes crossed. 
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Prodigality in Deed. 



tcH, XLIX, 



Prodigality in 
deed. 



All riches ex- 
ceeding the 
necessaries of 
life belong to 
the poor. 



[Fol. 99 b.] 



On the day of 
judgment the 
rich shall be 
called to 
account. 



\\ good )>ere it is lest profy^t to ]?i soule. J^ise Wastfult thou^tes 
& woordye am hatyd of god, & arn folye. prou«r. xv<>.* 
' Abhominacio domtni cogitactones male.' *' Os fatuorum ebullit 
stulticiam.' "'os stultorum pascitur imp^ricia.' It is no won- 4 
dyr }>ow5 god hatyth wast of swyche thou^tys & woordys. fiFor 
in }>in herte & in ]?! mowth ]>oa louyst more o peny }7an "pi 
god. for a peny getyng )>ou wylt lyen, & forswore ]>e. J?at is 
heuy grauelt to ]?i soule to weyin J)e douTi to helle. But vnethys 8 
J)ou wylt jeuyn an halfpeny for goddys loue ; })anne louyst ]?ou 
J)e ob. bettyr J?an ]>i god, J)6rfore god hatyth J)e. Os. ix.* / ffacti 
sunt abhominabiles deo sictet ea, que dilexerunt.' 

]>e iij. fote depthe in wast is in dede ° ; }pai is, whan }>ou 1^ 
spendyst \i good in wast, in ryot, in aray, in delycacyes. Seynt 13 
Jerom and seynt bemard/ Beyn: Swiche godys as ]>oa hast 
Abouyn )>i necessarye clothyng & .fedyng am poore mennys 
good*, jif ]>au wyt^holde J)e godys fro Jje poure folke, & spende 16 
hem in 6}per vse in excess^, ]?at is wast ; for }>ou doost sacrilege 
& raveyn, Seynt bemard seyth, J)e nakyd & J^e hungry cryen 
wreche, and seyn : ' what helpyth vs }>e gold in yyu/re brydellys 
& in yyu/re aray, and J)e gold in ^ot^e chystes ? J)e rust fretyn 20 
monye in ymre cofferys, it doth no^t awey our cold, oure hungyr, 
our« thrust, what dooth to vs al Jje multitude of 3our6 dyuerse 
gamementys foldyn in jowre pyles, in ^^ofwre malys, in ymre 
eloth-sacchys, | in ^oure fardellys, in "^oure summerys, or spred 24 
abrode in ^owre perchys ^ owce good it is ^pai 50 wastyn, fro vs 
cruelly it je stelyn, & dyspendyn so wastfitilly, and afterward, 
at ]>e doom, J>e poure & J>e ry^tfull schul stondyn stylly, & askyn 
suche wastourys, Jxit wastyn here good, and don hem wrong.' 28 
prouer. vj**'., Seynt bemard seyth, ]?ou vanyte of all vanytees, 
more wodere J>an vayne, \>ai makyst clad J>e chercK-wallys of 
dede stonys wytA peynture of bryjtnesse, schynyng yfyih gay- 
nesse, & latyst J?e qwyke stonys of god, }>e poure folk, goddys 32 



* Prov. XV. 26, - xTi 

' Prov. XV. 14. MS. impericiam. * Os< 

" MS. in margin : * 3. prodigalitas in opcre.* 



* Prov. XV. 2. 

* Ose. ix. 10. 



" MS. in margin : ' 3. prodigalitas in opcre.' 
^ MS, in margin : * bo7ia pauperum no^a qwc su?it.' 



CH. xLix-L.] Tic Story of a Father and Sou in Hell. 8075 

lyknesse, gon hakyd & nedy; ]>ey perscbyn for cold, lo, fis 
wast in fi dedys 1 Jjou do6t wast in J?i dedys, whawne J>ott 
getyst good ynow, & wylt no^t blynne, & wylt no3t restore fot 
4 to makyn J)in eyre ryche. J)is wast wyl dampne J?e & hym 
boJ>e, 

[A Father antd his Son Quarrdling in HeU.] 

^ Exaumple ^. A man, ryche wyt^ fals getyn good, hadde too A rich man's 

o V o elder son re- 

8 sonys. be eldere sone woWe noat ben eyre of his faderys good signed his 

. \ -» ./ ^ o heritaii;©, and 

falsly gett, and Iperfore he made hym an hermyte. pe ymgere ?®®*"?® * 
brothir was glad, & was eyr after his fadyr. Sone after deyid 
\>e fadyr, & his eyre, J)e eWere sone, ]?e hermyte, was rauyssched, 
12 & led to belle, and bere he seya his fedyr & his brothir comyn in a vision he 

r J^ J J saw his fktlier 

out of an horrybele pytt in-to an huge flammynge fyir, & eyther and younger 

Droiuer 

of hem bote oJ>er, and aft forrent oper. pe fadyr seyde, * cursyd ^J^^'V ^^^^ 
be Jxm sone, for I gett falsly my good to make pe ryche ! having bee" 

1 6 }>erfore, I am f>us dampnyd in ' endeles fyir.' pe sone seyde, ^*^ 
* cursyd be pon fadyr I for haddyst pou nojt falsely getyn jji 
good, I schulde nojt a ben f>in eyre, but my brothir schulde 
a ben J>in eyre, & for f>i fals getyn good he forsoke it, & I toke 

ao itr & I am dampnyd f>ere-fore, and ellys had I be sauyd.' 

berfore, beth ware of wast in expendyng & in getyng felsely JJereibre, 

beware or 
good, in desyring & in spekyngi kaste out of ^oure pytt fjiscovetousness! 

heuy grauel of wast, pat it drenche no^t jowre soulys in pQ see 

34 of helle ; but caste it out, & make 50W lyjt to styen vp to 

heuen) in pe flood of grace I Ad quod, &^. 

Capituhtm. V^. 

De paupertate spiHtus, & de largitate, & elemosina, 
28 & misericoixlia,, & dono consilii. 

^ ^VT^E oJ>er day, I told 30U how je schuldyn castyn out of jowre 

-1- pytt be grauel & be sande of wast, bere be wose of The 'gravel of 

■*^*' -* ° '' ' . Frodigality' 

glotonye lay. Now I schal telly n 30U of pe spade }?at deluyth ^.^^^^."'^^JJJf 
32 out pat grauel & sande. pk spade is pouerte in spyrite. I gJ^Pg^P^^ *" 
1 MS. in mar^n : * Narracm/ ' MS. in in. 
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Tke Three Paris of Poverty in Spirit 



[CH. L# 



Poor men •ome- seje noxi pouerte in nede, for manye poure & nedy man is 
times are moro i iv 

oovefeooi lychere in herte, in wylt, & desyw, Jjan sum ryche man, ffor 

sum beggertf desyreth in wyl to hane more lychesse jif he 

my)te haue it, & wolde haue more worschypp, and makyth 4 

than rich ooea. more ^ of hymself, & hejere in herte beryth him pan sum lyche 

man, \Ab man, be he neotfre so poure in catel & in nede, he 

[FoL 100 a.] ig nojt poure in spiryte, for he | is nojt lowly but heyj & rycbe 

^Door in in wytt of herte. But whan a man, pore or ryche of catel, & 8 

humble he be no^t heye of herte, & sett no pryis be heye beryng, but 

heldyth hym-self ynworthy, & sett no pryis be his good, & is 

so poure in herte in lownesse, ]>at hym thynketh he hath ynow 

& to fele, haue he neuere so lytel, and wolde haue no more pan 12 

hym nedyth, and heldyth him apayed w^ pat he hath, and 

disposyth his good in good vse, & desyreth to kepe no more 

J^an hym stre^^tly nedyth ; he is pore in spyrite, for his wylt 

desireth to be no rychere but to be in' poure astate. he 16 

kastyth out wast fro his welle ; he schal haue pe kyngdom of 

heueid. Mat. v^.' ' Beati pauperes sptn^u, quoniam ipsortcm 

est regnum celorttm.' 

As a spade hath thre partys, pat is, a scho, an heued, & an ao 



and content 
with their lot 



3. mildness of 
language, 



The ' spade of 

Poverty in 

gg*J*^^g|*{»**® handyll, so J>is spade pouert in spirite hath, & doth, thre 

*^' of mind ^^3^8®^ * ' ^^ ^**^ reste, it hath faymesse, it hath sykemes. 
ffirst it hath quyete & reste in herte °, and castyih pe scharp 
grauell of wast in ptickyng ihou^ii/s, vryUes, & desyres, of 24 
coueytise out of ]?in herte. Bectmdimh gregarie & hemard. 

ffor pe heed it hath clennesse * and faymesse in pe mowth, . 
in tunge & speche. for pouert styreth no wast woordys in 
chydyng & in reprofe, but clene and honeste woordys in low- a8 
nesse, and so pouert in spyrite deluyth out of pe mowth pe 
graueft of wasteful! woordys in coueytise. secundum doctores. 

Pouert hath an handy 11, J>at is, sykernesse ^ ; it dredyth no 
thevys for to be robbyd. it nedyth [no3t] in besynesse to 3a > 

* MS. and more makyth more. * MS. in in. » Matt. v. 3. 

* MS. in margin : * note 3» de paupertate.* 

' MS. in margin : * i. quies.' • MS. in mai-gin : ' 2. puritas.' 

' MS. in margin : ' no/a bene.* 



3. security. 



a. L.] The ' Ground of Liberality* 8d? 

labouryn to hyden ]7e rycches fro stelyng. And, ]?us, )>is pouert 
deluyth out of fd pytt f>i8 grauel of wast of fi dedys, Jwt is, 
besynesse of trauayle in coueytise, Ipai in herte, tunge, & dede, 

4 l^i Bwetnesse, ^ mynde, J^in herte, \>i tunge, J'in occnpacyouTi, 
\i besynesse, J)i werkyng, is princjrpally in heuenly thynges, 
]3at is, in desyir of heuenly blysse, & in holynesse of lyif. Ad 
phi. iijo.* * Nostra cowuersacio in celis est/ Seynt austyn seyth, 

8 with ]?is pouerte of spyrite |70U schalt byggen heueid. ' Eegnum 
celorufii paupertate emitur/ vryMh wylfulf pouerte ]>ou schalt 
getyn heuen). but it muste be wylfuli and no^t ajens \i wylt. 

wyth bis spade of pouert delue doun in bi pytt of bin herte Underneath the 

^ ^ r r T trj r * gravel of Prodi - 

la tyl }>att fynde a clene grounde. J?at grouride is Iwgeoesse gJ^^Yh^yo" J^j} 
contntrye to nygardschypp) and to coueytise. f>is largenesse isSf^^SSfiu**^ 
almesse-dede ^ be large in almesse after ]>i power is, be ]>ou 
poore or ryche. A chyld jeuyth largely of his breed to his 

i6felawys, & to houwdys, & to cattys. Puer, id est purus'. 
A chyld, on englysch tunge, is clene. jif pon be a chyld ]>at 
art I clene in herte, tunge, & dede, wytA-oute pe grauel of [Fol. lOOb.] 
wast^ pat is, w^t^outen coueytise, J^awne, as a chyld, pou wylt 

ao vsyn largenesse, pat is, largely pon wylt jeuyn vp Jji powers 
almesse to pe nedefult, to gode & wycke, to frende & fo. 

§Exaumple of crist *. he ^euyth ys aungelys to kepin vs. he Takeanexampie 
XI. 1* X 1^ .XI. A 1 . \. byChri8t,who 

ieuytn vs all oure sustynaunce here in erthe, And m his sacrificed his 

. . body and soul 

H pas&ioun he ^af vs hym-self alt to-gydere, body & soule, lyif for the sake of 
& deth, for to brynge vs to pe fedyng of heuen) fro J>e hungyr 
of helle. Ecc* * Qr&ciam fideiussoris tui ne obliuiscaris : dedit 
enim ammam suam pro te.' Hyse handes on pe cros wem opyn, 

a8 in exauwple pat J?in handys schulde no3t be lokyn in kepyng J>in 
almes fro pe poore but opyn) in largenesse of almesse. crystes 
armys & handys were streyned oute on bothe sydes all on brede, 
in sygne pat pou schuldyst on botfi sydes to pe poore, bo]?e 

3a freend and fo, largely ^euyn hem, but nou^t takyn fro hem. 

' Philip, iii. ao. ' MS. in margin : ' elemosi»a.* 

^ MS. in margin : ' puer purus.' 
* MS. in margin : 'exemplum x(Chriflti). 
' £ccle8iasticu3 zxix. ao. 



810 Three Waya of bebig Liberal towards the Poor, [ch. l. 

Proner. vlttmo^ ' Aperuit maimrn suam inopi, scilicet bumano 
generi, & palmas suas exiendit ad pauperem, \d est ad genua 
humanum.' 
Tbera are three In }>is grounde of largenesse' delue donn iij. fote. fer8t 4 
liberal towards delue doun in be dede of almesse, as Thobie tawte his sone, 

the poor: .... .,..., , 1 •■ 1 la 

uij. copiiiiZo'. 511 fan haue myche good, jyue largely & 

by giving ahns. plentyvously J>er-of to J>e poore, jyf ]>ou haue lytel good, of 
J?at lytelt parte wytA J?e poore; for almes delyueryth )>e fro 8 
synne, and it sufferyth no^t soulys to gon in-to therknesse of 
helle. delue doun in )>is largenes an-o})er fote. ]>ou ]>at hast 

or comfort, no^t to jyue, jyue to J>e pour« thy mowth, Jxit is, couwforte 

hem w^ fayre woordys, & pray for hem jif ]?ei ben nedy. la 

And ^if }pei begge, 8c nedyn nou^t, but my^tyn getyn here 

lyvyng wytA labour, & wylt nojt, ^yue hem Jeanne reproof & 

blame w^A }pi mowth. ^if ]7au ]ni8 in J^is grouttd of largenesse 

^euyst almesse to hem Ipai nedyth, & ^euyst couTifort in fayr« 16 

woordys & prayeris for hem, whan \>o\x mayst jeuyn hem nou^t 

ellys, and ^euyst hem reproof & blame ]>at beggyn wytA-outyn 

nede ; ]7ou sehalt neuere haue nede in ]7e peyne of helle. ^if 

Jwu dyspyse |?e poore & fe nedy, J>au sehalt sufiFere nede in ao 

peyne, as diues* sufferyd in helle, for he dyspysed Jje pourc 

man lazare at his gate, prouer. xiiij.** * Qui dat paupcri non 

indigebit : qui despicit deprecantew, sustinebit penuriaw.* 

or by showing Delue doun be thridde fote in bis ground of largenes in-to ^ 

a compassionate . .1 , 

heart J>in herte. 5yue pe poore J>m herte, 5yue }?e poore ruthe & 35 

compassiouw of f>in herte. •* Alter alteriw* honera portate.' 

Ps.' * lustus miseretitr, id est, corde/ * ' Omni petenti te, 

tribue, \d est, corde, ore, & opcre.' 5yue Jji-self to euery poore a8 

[Pol. 101 a.] I man }?at askyth almes, jyve hym of \i good in almes, jyue hym 
)?i mowth in counfort, or 5yue hym J>in herte in compassiour*, 
and in loue, & in rewthe, & mercy, and trewly J>ou sehalt fynde 

of jS^^'iSSy"^ in f>is grouwde of largenesse in almesse a spryng of J)e watyr 33 



* Prov. xxxi. 20. ^ MS. in margin : * no^a de ele«K>*i»a.' 
3 Tobit iv. 9, II. * Luke xvi. 19 sqq. * Prov. xxviii. 27. 

• Galat. vi. 2. ^ Ps. xxxvi. 21. * Luke vi. 30. 
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of grace, \>ai is, J)e v. 5yfte of J>e holy gost, J?e 5yfte of coimseyl \ sprmm a well, 
whiche couwseyl schal counseylin J)e & techyn, enspyren &isthemthgift 
steryn ]>e, to be large in almesse, & how )>ou schalt do J>in Gh(«t. 
4 almesse, and to whom, for )?e most worsohyppe of god & for 
most profy^t of }>i soule. ffor, in |?is largenesse of almesse, ]>e 
counseyl of J>e holy gost schal wg/tA grace make ))e olene of ali 
}?i synne of wast & of exces. luc). xj." 'Date elemosinaw & 
8 ecce omnia munda sunt vobis.' }>is counseyl makyth ]?in entent, 
and J)i wyli, and J>i dede, clene to hatyn euyl, & to louyn 
goodnes, to leve ]>e werste, & to ch^se }?e beste, to lyven chast, 
& to lyven in wilfutt pouert, to forsakyn ))e world, to lyven in 

12 clene lyif. J>is couwseyl is nojt f>e counseyl of princys, of 
lordys, ne of euylt lyuerys, for her« counseyl steryn often to 
synne. prouer. xij.' 'Consilia impiorwm fraudulenta.' Ps.* 
'Keprobat consilia principuw.' But f>is counseyl of ]?e holy 

1 6 gost fayletb nojt, it dysseyveth no5t, but euere it helpyth, and 
duryth/& abydeth in his louerys. ' Consilium antem domtni in 
etemum manet */ J>erfore, castyth out of ymre pytt f»e grauel 
of wast & of exces fro joure herte, tunge, & dede, wy\h J?e spade 

2o of wylfuli pouert in spirite, and takyth |?is ground of largenesse 
in almesse, }>at |?is spring of grace, }>o counseyl of }?e holy gost, 
mowe spryngen in joure welle ))e watyr of clennes, and f>anne 
schal ^ourc welle waxen depe -wyih watyr of lyif. 

24 [Tlis Monk sent to the Fair with his Cowo&nt'a Horaea^ 
^ Exaumple ^ Jacobt^ de vitriaco, he tellyth of a knyjt ^pai was a knight, 
wastfull in coueytise, in wyl, in desyir, & in delyjt, & wastfrJt 
in coueytouse woordys, & wastfutt in dede, in exces of expensi^. 
28 At be laste hym thou^te he ledde a parlous lyif, and he forsoke repenting of his 

^ •* . covetousness, 

his wordly good & all ))e werd, and 5af his good in almes to abandoned his 
]je pore, and took to hym wylfult pouert of spyrite, and was t>©ca°*e a monk, 
made a munke. }>e abbot wyste wel }>at he was a wyse kny^t The abbot 
33 be-fore whil he was wordly, and hopyd ]jat he wolde vse forth 

^ MS. in margin : ' donum ro»silii.' 
" Luke xi. 41. ' Prov. xii. 5. 

* Ps. xxxii. 10, II, ' MS. in margin ; * Narracio.* 



812 The &ory of a Monk sent to the Fair. [ch. i. 

sent him to the his wordlv husbondrve, and sente hym to be feyr« for to selle 

fair to exehanise •' " n i ^ 

tiwoonvenrs hew olde hors and here olde assys, and for to byen hem ^ungerc 

young ones. for her« store, bat knyjt maad munke, for obedience dede be 

In bu^gEininffy 

h«^»o™>d abbot«« byddyng. In l>e fejnw men askyd him 5if ]>e horse and 4 

nmiB* defecta, ]>e assys were ^unge and clene of lymmes. J>e munke seyde, 
* nay, It am olde and feble, and crokyd. wel mowe 50 wyten, 
jyf ]7ey haddyn be ^nnge & gode wtt^utyn defawte, we wolde 
no^t haue bron^t hem hyder to selle, for oure hows hath no^t so 8 
gret nede.' Men askyd hym also why here tayles were so 
pylled, & haddyn non heer. J>e munke seyde, * for ]>ei fallyn 

[Fol. 101 b.] so often ynder here charge | ]>at ]>ei beryn, & we houyn hem 

vp alwey be J>e tayle, and ]>erfore here tayles am pyled.' loo, la 
)>is munke lefte alle ]>e wastfult thou^tes, woordys, & dedys 
of coueytise J^ot he vsed befom, and thou^te truthe, & seyde 

that he could tmthe, and dede trathe. berfore, he wente horn aien, & selde 

notaellanyof ^ ^ 

them; neuere a beste. his felawe tolde ]7e abbot how he dede. ]>e 16 

abbot reprouyd him^ and dede him sore dyscyplyned. }7anne 
seyde \o^» kny^t maad munke: 'I haue forsakyn myn hors, 
myn aesys, my possessiouns, my wordely good J>at I hadde in 
l>e world, and I kom) hyder to chesyn wylfuU pouert, & to 20 

for he would not forsakyn wastfult thou3tes & woordys, lesynges, dysceyjtes, and 

return to his 

wicked ways, wastef ult dedys of falsnesse, whiche I vsed in }>e world before 
whilt I was seculere, for to saue my soule, & for to amende 
me of my lyif & fals coueytise, and J?erfore I kam no3t 24 
hedyr to }>is habyte to ly5in, & to vsyn forth my falsnesse, 
as I dede befom, to be dampnyd/ £For ]?is truthe, }7e munke 
was lefte att home in his cloystre, & in wyltfult pouert seruyd 
bis god. 28 

loo, how |?is counseyl of ]>e holy gost styrred him to forsake 
J>e fals world, ))e wast of ryches, and to chesyn wylfult pouert 
in spyrite. And }>is conseyl of )?e holy gost sprange in hym 
swyche watyr of grace in hys grounde of almes & of pouert in 32 
spyrite, }?at it taw^te hym to goueme hym so in truthe fro 
felsenesse, J>at he was suflFryd stylle in goddys seruyse, and no 
more lettyd J)erfro. Takyth exaumple be hym I in partye 
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forsakyth wast in thoujt, woord, & dede^ takyth wylfuli 

pouert in spyrite, beeth large in almesse, and Hs grace of Poverty in 

1 i./^ !_ / X 1. 1 . 1 ^ i. » spirit wUi help 

counseyl of ]>c holy gost scnal sprynge m joure heriys & welle, you to attain 

4 and schal kepe ym fro alt falsnesse of herte, tunge, & dede, *he Holy GhoBt. 

& brynge jou to hym Jwt is weye, trutbe, & lyif, ))at is, joure 

god. To hym vs brynge he, &^. 
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